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The HEAVENLY USE. 
Earthly "Things _—_— 


| 


[Conſiſting of many Pleaſant OBSE R-j| 


VATIONS, Pertinent APPLICATIONS, 


and ſerious REFLECTIONS, and each Chap- 
ter concluded with a Divine and ſaitable POEM. 


Diredting HUSBAND-MEN to he moſt excellent 


| 
| 
| Improvemeats of their common Imployments, 
| 


Whereunto are added, by way of Appendix, ſeveral choice 
OCCASIONAL MEDITATIONS, upon Birds, Beaſts, 
Trees, Flowers, Rivers, and ſeveral other Objects . fired for the help of 
ſuch as defire to walk with Gogmerall their Solitudes and Receſles from 
the World. 


' Hof, £2, v., to, I bav! wltd the Miniſtry of the Prophets. 
| Gen, 24+ v, 63. eAnd Iſaac went owt to meditate inn the Fields, 
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Exp: *rt9 erede, aliq: wid / amp. ins invenires in \ ſylvis, quam in - pus ligna & la- 
pides decebunt te quid & Magiſtris audire non prſſis. Bern 
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| -. Simul & jucunda, & idones dicere wite, 
| Leforem deletande, paritergue monendo, Horace, 
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By Joun FLavnzLL Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
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| Fpiſtle Dedicatory; 


To the Worſhipful Robert Savery, and W7 L 
| liam Savery, of Slade, Eſquires. 


| Honoured Friends, | 

T bath been long ſince obſerv'd, 
That the World below, is a Glaſs 
to diſcover the World above ; Se- 
culum eſt ſpeculum. And al- 
though I am not of their opinion, that ſay, The 
| Heathens may ſpcll Chrift out of he Sun, 
Moon and Stars ; ; yet this know, That the ir- | 
rational and inanimate, as well as rational 
creatures have a Language ; and though not | 
by Articulate eeeh yet in a Metaphorical 
ſenſe, they preach unto man the Wiſdom, Power 
and goodneſs of God, Rom. 1. 20. There is 
is ſaith the Calmift, = 19.3.) No Speech, 


2 nor 
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[nor | Language where their voice is not heard, 


Or Cas Junius renders.) there is no Spe ech, nor 
Words, yet. without theſe their voice is under- 


| 
vone out through all the earth. 


ſtood ; and their 'Line Ci. e. ſaith Deodate) 
their writing in groſs and plain draughts, + 


As man is compounded of a fleſhly and ſpi-i 
ritual ſubſtance , ſo God hath, endowed the; 
creatanres, _- a ſpiritual, as well as fleſhly 

uſefulneſs ; have not only a natural uſe in 
Alimental you / Phyſical reſpefs, but alſo a ſþi-! 
ritual uſe, as they bear the figures and ſumili-. 
tudes of many ſublime and beavenly myſteries., 
Believe me ( ſaith contemplative Bernard _),, 
thou ſhalt find more-in the Woods, than ina 
corner ;, Stones and Trees will teach thee what 
thou ſhalt not hear from learned Doftors, By! 
a: skilful and induſtrious improvement of the 
creatures (ſaith Mr, Baxter excellently) we 
might have a fuller taſte of Chriſt and Heaven, 
in every bit of Bread that we eat, and inevery 
ad 56 of Beer that we drink, than moſf 
men bave inthe uſe of the Sacrament. | 

And as: the Creatures teach divine and ex- 
cellent things, {o they-teach them in a perſpi- 


| CHOUS... and. takino manner : Duo illa- noe 


maxime! 
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'maxime movent fimilitudo, & exemplum;' Cice:o. 


ſaith the Orator ;- Theſe two things, ſumilitude 
and example,” do eſpecially move us. Notions 
|are more eaſily m—_—_ to the underſtanding, 
by being firſt cloathed in fome apt Similitude, 
and ſo repreſented to the ſenſe. And therefore 
Feſus Chriſt the great | Prophet, delighted 
much in teaching byParables;and the Prophets 
were much in thisway alſo, Hol. 12.10. I have! 
'uſed Similitudes by the Miniſtry of the Pro-| 
phets. Thoſe that can retain little of a Ser-/ 
mon, yet ordinarily retain an apt Similitude, | 
| F confeſs it is an bumbling conſ14eration; 
[That man; who at firſt was led by the know- 
\ledg e of God to the knowledge of the Crea- 
(ture, muſt now by the Creatures learnto know 
(God That the Creatures (as one ſaith) like 
Balaams Afs, ſhould teach their Maſter. Buv 
though this be the unhappineſs of poor\man. in 
bis collapſed flate, yet it is now his. wiſdomto 
improve ſuch Helps; and whilſt others by the 
abuſe of of the Creatures,. are furthering their 
Perdition,"to be by the ſpiritual imrovement - 
of them, promoting our ownSalvation. | 
It's anexcellent Art to diſcourſe withBirds, 


_ and Fiſhes, about ſublime and ſpirituas | 
Subjects, . 
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— Thi Epitic Dotinary. 
|Subjefis, and make them anfwer to our que- 
ſtions ; yet this may be done, Job 12. 7, 8. 
|Ask now the Beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee, 
and the Fowls of the Air, and they ſhall cell 


thee ; or ſpeak tothe Earth, and it ſhall teach 
thee, and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declare! 
untothee. That is (ſaith neat and accurate 
Caryl) the creatures teach us when we think. 
of them ; « They teach us,though not formally," 
« vet virtually ; they anſwer and reſolve the! 
« queſtion put to them, though not explicitely 
'* tothe ear, yet convincingly to the conſcience. 
 $o then, we ask, the creatures, when we dili-/ 
« gently conſider them, when we ſearch out the 
<«perfettions and virtues that God hath put in-| 
« zo or ſtampt upon them. To ſet our mind thus 
« upon the creature, is to diſcourſe with the 
* creature ; the queſtions which man asks of. 
« a beaſt, are only bis own Meditations. A-| 
;< 9ain, the creatures teach us ;, whenwe in Me-. 
* difation make out colleftions,and draw down 
*a wk. eas of the Power, Wiſdom, and 
1* Goodneſs of God in making them, or of the 
« frailty of man in needing them : Such Con-/ 
'* cluſrons and Inferences, are the teachings of 
i the creatures. | 
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Co:nmn objeRs (ſaith another) may be im- 
proved two wayzes ; viz. In an Argumentative, 
and in a Repreſentative way; by reaſoning from 
them, and by viewing the reſemblance that is, 
betwixt them and ſpiritual matters, | 

Firſt, In Meditation argue thus, as inthe 
\preſent caſe and Similitude of the Apoſtle. If 
.an Husbandman upon the ordinary principles 
of reaſon can wait for the Harveſt, ſhall not I 
wait for the Coming of the Lord ? The day of 
Refreſhing ; the Corn 1s precious to him, and ſo 
is the coming of Chriſt to me, Shall be beſo 
patient and endure fo much for a little Corn ? 
and not I for the fiingdom of Heaven ® He is 
willing to ſtay till all cauſes have had their 
operations,till he hath received the former and 
the latter rain, and ſball not |, till the divine 
decrees be accompliſhed ? 

Secondly., in Meditation, make the reſem- 
blance and diſcourſe thus within your ſelves : 
This 5 my Seed-time, Heaven is my Harveſt ; 
bere Imuſt labour and toyl, an4 there reſt. 1 
\fee the Husbandmans life 15 4 great toyl.; no ex- 
icellent thing can 62 05:4inzd without labour, 
and an obſtinate patience. Þ fee the Seed muſt/ 
be biden in the furroms,rotten and corrupted, 
| ere! 
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ere it can ſpring forth with any increaſe. Our 
8-4 (hopes are hidden, light is ſown for the righte- 
W- - 105; all our comforts -are buried under the 
| clods, and after all this there mu$t be long. | 

w aiting, we cannot ſow and reap ina day ; ef- 
| 1 (feZts cannot follow, till all neceſſary cauſes have | 
= Yirſt wrought: 'Tis not in the power of Hus-' 
b:,2 bandmen to ripen fruits at pleaſure, our times {| 
| are inthe hands of God, therefore "tis good to, | 
bo 'wait ; a long-ſuffering patience will reap the 
Br def red fruit. Thus you have ſome hints of this | 

| heavenh Art of 1 —_—_ the Creatures, 
The Motives inducing me to this undertake- 
Navigation |ment, was the Lords owning, with ſome ſucceſs 
(Spiritaaſt- = labours of a like nature , toget her with 
an " e defire and inclination (flirr'd up in me (T, 
6 hope, by the Spirit of the Lord) to devote my 
| 


| 
— _ —_— - —_— _— 


vacant hours to his ſervice in this kind.” I con- | 

Jidered, that if the Phariſees in a blind zeal to 

a fation, could compaſs Sea and Land to Pro- | 

f ſelyte men to their party, though thereby they 

_ {male them ſevenfold more the children'of the 

| | Devil than before: How mich hore was T ob- 
liged, by true love to God, and zeal tothe ever- 


eb fin happineſs of ſouls, to uſe my utmo Ont ey 


exvonrs both with Seamen and Husba 
| ; | = 
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to win them to Chriſt, and thereby make them 
more than ſeventy-ſeven-fold happier than be. | 
fore ? Not to mention other ——_—_— to 
|this work, which I received from the earneft 
deſires of ſome Reverend and worthy Brethren 
inviting thereunto ; alF-which I hope the event 
' | will manifeſt to be a call from God to this work, 
| I confeſs I met with ſome diſcouragement in, 
my firſt attempt, from my unacquaintedneſs 
with rural affairs; and becauſe I was to m__ 
wel ina path (to me) untrodden; but having 
once engaged in it, thoſe diſcouragements were 
ſeon overcome ; and being now brought to what | 
you hereſee,l offer to your hands thee firſt fruits 
of my ſpare hours. | 
6. ver you will account it no diſparage- 
ment, that I dedicate a Book, of Husbandry to 


| 
[Gentlemen of your quality. This is Spiritual 
Husbandry, which # here mg ; andyet | 


muſt tell you.that great perſons have account-! 
& that civil employment (which is much infe- | 
rior to this) no diſparagement to them. The 
King himſelf is ſerved by the field, Eccl. 5.9. 
Or as Montanus renders the Hebrew 7ext, Rex 
agrofit ſervus; The King himſelf is a ſervant 
to the field. And of King Uzziah it is written, 
| a (2 Chron. 


i 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
(2Chron.26.10 _) That he loved Husbandry,' 
And Amos 7.1, we read of the Kings mow-. 
ings. Tea, Pliny hath obſerved, That Corn 
was never ſo plentiful at Rome, as when the 
ſame men tilled the 4g that rul'd the Com- 
/monwealth, Quaſi gatfderet terra laureato yo. 
'mere,ſ{cilicet & aratore criumphali; Asthough 
the earth it ſelf rejoyced in the Laurel Plow- 
| ſhare, and the triumphant Plowman. 

What pleaſure youwill find in reading it, 7 
know not ; but to me it hath been a pleaſant 
path, from firſt to laſt, who yet have been at far 
greater expence of time and pains in compiling 
it, than you can be in reading it. The Hus-| 
bandmars work, you know , is no eaſie work, 
and the Spiritualizing of it hath greater dif-' 
ſrulties attending it ; but yet the ple aſure hath 
abundantly recompenſed the pains. I have 
found Eraſmus his Obſervation experimental-' 
ly true; Qui litteris addict! ſumus, animi' 
laffirudinem a ſtudiis gravioribus contra-| 
'&am ; ab iiſdem ſtudiis, ſed amznioribus! 
recreamus ; Thoſe that are additted to ſtudy, 
(ſaith he ) when they have wearied their ſpirits 
with ſtudy, can recreate them again with ſtu- 
+, by making a diverſion from that which #| 


| Rs : ſevere, 
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| ſevere and knotty,to ſome more facile and plea) 
fant Subjed. | 
But to hear that God hath uſed 'and ho- 


'noured theſe papers to the good of any ſoul, will 
yield me the higheſt content and ſatisfaflion 
imaginable. | | 
' May you but learn that Leſſon, which is the: 
general Scope and Deſign of this Book,, viz. 
How to walk. with God from day to day, and. 
make the ſeveral Objetts you behold, Scalz & 
alz, Wings. and Ladders to mount your fouls 
neerer to Him, who is the Center of all bleſſed 
Spirits, How much will it comfort me.,, and 
confirm my hope, that it was the Call of God 
indeed, which put me upon theſe endeavours / | 

0 Sirs ! What an excellent thing would it be 


for you, to make ſuch holy improvements of all 
theſe earthly Objefts which daily incur your 
ſenſes, and cauſe them to proclaim and preach 
to you Divine and Heavenly Myſteries , whilft 
others make them groan, by abuſing them to 
ſin, and ſubjefting them to their lufts. A man 
may be caſt into ſuch a condition, wherein be 
cannot enjoythe bleſſing and benefit of a pious 
'and powerful Miniſtery ; but you cannot Cor- 


dinarily ) fall into ſuch a condition, wherein . 
a 2 mm 
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any thing (except a bad heart ) can deprive p_ 
of the benefits and comforts of thoſe excellent 
Sermons , and Divinity Leftures, which the 
creatures here offer topreach and read to you. | 
| Content not your ſelves, Þ beſeech you, with 
that natural ſweetneſs the creatures. afford ; for 
thereof the beaſts are capable, as much, it not 
more, than you; but ufe them to thoſe ſpiritual 
ends you are here-diretied, and they will yield 
[you a.ſweetneſs far tranſcending t at natural 
ſweetneſs you. ever reliſhed in them; and in- 
deed, you never, uſe the creatures as their 
Lord's, till you come to ſee your Lord, in and 
by them. I confeſs the diſcoveries of God inthe 
Word are far more excellent, cleer and power- 
ful; He hath magnified his Word above all 
'his Name. And therein are the unſearchable; 
riches of Chriſt, or rich- diſcoveries of that' 
grace that he r; ph, = m_ as the 
' Apoſtles expreſſion ugnifies, Epi 3. 8. | 
PI if that which might be known of God by, 
the Creatures, leave men without excuſe ; as. 
it's manifeſt, Rom. 1. 20. How inexcuſable' 
| then will thoſe be, who have received not only 
the teachings ofthe creature, but alſothe grace 
"of the Goſpel in-vain / How ſhall we. e ape, 
It, 
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it we negle& ſo great ſalvation ? 7hey that 
are careleſs in the day of grace, ſhall be ſpeech-| 
leſs in the day of judgment. | 

Lam ſenſible of many defefts in theſe Papers 
(Cas welt as in my ſelf ;) they have doubtleſs a 
[taſte of the diſtraFtions of the times wherein 
they were written ; nor was Iwilling to keep 
them fo long under-hand, as the accurateneſs, 


| andexatineſs with which ſuch vo ought | 
to be handled, did require. Had I deſigned my/ 


own credit, 1 ſhould have obſerved that coun-| 
'ſel Nonumque prematur in annum, 
(Ci. e.) To hawe kept it much longer under the 
file, before I had expoſed it to publick view ;, 


but I rather inclined to Solomons counſel, 
Whateverthy hand finds out to do, do it with| 
all thy might; for there is no wiſdom, nor| 
knowledge, nor device in. thegrave, whither| 
thouarr going, Eccleſ. 9. 10. | 
|" I apprehended a neceſſity of ſome ſuch means' 
ta be nfed, for the inſirution and conviction} 


3 of Countrey people ; who either are not capable 


|of underſtanding truth in another Dialect, or | 
[at leaſt, are leſs affected with it. The Propofi- 
tion in every Chapter conſiſts of an Obſervation 
in Husbandry ; wherein, if T have failed in 
7 ufung 


— .4 


The Reddition, or Application, you will 
find ( T hope.) both pertinent and cloſe. The, 
| 0925 ſerious, and ſuch ( as I hope). your 


| Conſciences will faithfully improve. 1 have ſhut 


up every Chapter with a Foem, an innocent 
Bait to catch the Readers Soul. 
That of Herbert is experimentally true. 


| AVerſe may find him that a Sermon flies, 
; And turn delight into a Sacrifice. | 


| 
| T ſhould never have been perſwaded (eſpe-/ 
cially in this ſcribling Age, wherein we may 
complain with the Poet, | 
| Seribimus indo&i,doQiq; poemata paſſim) | 


 \7o have ſet my dull Fancy upon the Rack to 


extort a Poem to entertain my Reader ; for I 
cannot ſay with Ovid, Sponte ſua- carmen, 
Wc. but that I have been informed, that many 
Seamen induced by the pleaſure of a Verſe, have 
taken, much pains to learn the Poems in their! 
Compals by heart ; and I hope, both the Chil- 
dren at home, and the Servants in the fields; 


| L - will 


— 
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will learn to exerciſe themſelves this way alſo. 
0, how much better will it beſo to do, than to 

| ſtuff their memories with obſcene Ballads and 
filthy Songs, which corrupt their minds, and 
diſpoſe them to much wickedneſs , by irritating 

their natural corruption / but theſe are purer 
flames, you will find nothing here of ſuch a ten- 


dency. 


| 'Tis guilt, not Poetry, to be like thoſe | 
Whole wit inVerſe,is downright fin in Proſe. | 
Whoſe ſtudies are prophaneſs, as if then {1y, pig. 
| They only were good Poets; when bad men. 


| I ſhall add no more, but to beg that God 
\who inftrufteth the Husbandman in his civil 
Calling, to teach him wiſdom ſpiritually to; 
improve it ; and particularly, that you may 
reap a crop of much ſpiritual benefit, from that 
ſeed which is here ſown by the hand of the 
Lords unprofitable ſervant, and in bim, 


| 
| 
| 
Your very affe&tionace | 
Friend and Servant, | 

| 

| 


Joun FraverLt,. | 


To: 


TO THE 


Chriſtian Reader 
Hereare _ — (as it hath 
been ſaid, e my day) the ex- 
erciſe of Coda doth chiefly coaliſt : 
Prayer, Temptation, Medication, Me- 
diration Is the Subject of this a 


Manual, The- Obje&t of 'Meditation is twotol 
Firſt, The Word: Secondly, The Works of God, 


The *Works of God are twofold. Firſt , Internal. 
Secondly, External. The External Works of God 
xe twofold, Firft. Of Creation : Secondly, Of Pro- 
vidence. The works of Providence are likewiſe two- 
fold, Firſt, In things Civil, the Lord ordering and| 
oo_— ing all the affairs and motions of ſingle 'Per- 
ſons, Families and Nations, -in a ſublerviency to his 
own. moſt holy Ends, Deſigns and Purpoſes : Se- 
\condly, In things Natural, the Lord inſtruRting the 
'Husbandman to diſcretion, and reaching him how to 
'Drefs and Till the Earth, thar it may give Seed to| 
the Sower, and Bread to the Eater; as alſo how to 
breed up and manage the Beaſts of the field, both 
| pron? and leffer Cartel, for the uſe and ſervice of 
Man 

| Meditation upon tis lower part of the Works 
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ot God, and his wondertal Providences about them, 
nay raiſe our ſonls very high ; and while we wiſely 
-onlider theſe nitara} chings, we may grow more and 
nore wiſe, in and for Spirtuils and Erernals, 

The worthy and ingenuous Author ot the enſuing 
Diicou: ſe, hath ſupplyed us with an excellent help, 
'or the Spirituaiizing of the provicential Works of 
God in natural things, by.gadly Medititions ; we 
:kiefly want the help of the holy *Spirie (without 
which all other helps and helpers are altogether in- 
(ufficient) ro frame and wind up our hearts, tor this 
both proficable and delightful duty , yet the help 
which the Lord is pleaſed togive us tor our diredtion 
in ir, by the Mintſtery of man, is not only, not to be 
refuſed, but thankfully received and improved ; and 
all little enough co bring our minds to, or keep them 
at this work : The beſt of Saints (on this fide hea: 
ven) have(though they are not earthly minded)much 
earth in their minds , which like a heavy clog at theu 
heels, or a weight at their hearts, preſſeth them 
down when they would make an Eſſay to mount up- 
ward in Meditation, We find it no eafie matrer to 
keep off earthly thoughts, when we are moſt ſeri- 
ouſly engaged in heavenly work , how hard is it 
chentogetin, and be fixed upon heavenly thoughts, 
while we are engaged abour earthly work ; yea, are 
{for ſo is the Husbandman) working the very earth, 
and raking in the bowels of it, *Tis a great part ot 
our holineſs to be ſpiritually minded, while we are 
converſing with God through Jeſus Chriſt in ſpiritu- 
1] duties z but to be ſpiritually minded, and to mind 
ſpiritual things, when we are'converfing with. the 


clods of the earth, and the furrows of the field,when 


we 
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;we have todo with Corn and Grals, with Trees and! 
'Planrs , with Sheep and Oxen , when we beholq' 
[che birds aud fowls of the Air, the worms, and all 
(chat creep upon the ground, then (I ſay) to be ſpiti-/ 
tual minded, and thence to have our thoughts a- / 
[{cending and ſoaring up to God, in heart-afteRting | 
and quickning contemplations, witneſleth an high! 
degree of holineſs, and of gracious attainments, To; 
' make a ladder out of earthly marerials, for the raif-; 
ing of our ſelves in ſpirit up to heaven, is the Arr of | 
Arts, Holy and happy indeed are they ! who (being | 
taught of God) have learned this Arr, and livein the 
(daily praQtiſe ofic, Earthly ObjeQs uſually hinder 
{us in our way, ſometimes tyrn us quite out of our 
'way to heayen, Many plow and ſow, dig and delve 
the earth, till their hearts become as earthly as the 
earth ir ſelf ; many dealabout the beaſts of the field, 
till themſelves become even brutiſh, Is ic not then a 
'bleſſeg deſign which this Author ains and drives at, 

| 


iloto piritualize all forts, or the whole compaſs of 


earthlyHusbandry,that all ſorts of Husbandmen may | 

become ſpiritual & heavenly? It ſeems to me a token | 

for good,that God hath an intcndment of ſome ſpect- 

al good to the ſouls of ſuch as are by profeſſion pro- | 
y 


[n Husbandmen, ſecing he hath lately par ir into the 


—— — — 
_— — — 


Mr. Richard 


eartg of ewo faithful Miniſters (who with all of that | 5,44, ad this 
|profeſfion,are Husbandmen in a figure) to undertake, Author. 


| chough in a different way, this Subject, and to publiſh 
their labours in print, that they may be of uſe,not on- 
ly for the preſent age, but tor poſterity. 

' And that the Husbandman may be pleaſed, as 
well as profited, in peruſing the labours of this Au- 
thor, he hath, with ſingular aptneſs and acutenels, 

| -* e]:- _ con-l 


—_———— — — 
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To the Chriftian Reader. | 


Chapter into an clegant Diſtich or pair ot Verſes, 
placed at the head of it,and concluded it with a choice 
melodious Poem ſutable to, and. dilating upon the| 
whole matter of ic, Theſe the Husbandman, who 
can-but read, may quickly learn and fing for his ſo-' 
lace, inſtead of thoſe vain Ballads and corrupting | 
Rimes, which many of that rank are apt to buy, and 
ſolace themſelves withal, without any benefit, yea,}! 
much to their hurt, making their hearts more cor- 
{rupt, carnal.and vain thereby, | 

Let me add one word more to the Reader. This 
Book of Husbandry Spiritual;zed,is not calculated on- 
ly for the common Husbandman , perſons of any 
calling or condition, may find the. Anthor working 
out ſuch ſearching RefleQions and ftrong Convitti- 
ons, trom almoſt every part and particular of the 


: 
: 


omg uſetul ro themzto ſome for their awaken- 
1ng, to conhider the ſtate of their ſouls, whether in 
grace or in nature z to others tor their inſtruction, 


—  ——————  ——_—— ' 


\- rao and contracted the tum or (cope-of every | 


Husbandmans work, as may prove, if faithfully im-/ 


conſolation and encouragement un the wayes of grace, 
as alſo for their proficiency and growth in thoſe 
wayes. That the bleſſing of the Lord,and rhe breath 

ings of his good Spirit may go out with it, for all| 
thoſe gracious purpoles, is. the hearts deſire and 
| prayer of him, who is, 


| Chriſtian Reader, 


| A fincere mell-niſher to thy pre= 
| cious and immortal ſonl.; 


| | Josasn CARY LL. 
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To his Reverend and learned Friend, Mr, 


Fohn Flavell, on his Spiritual Naviga- 
tion and Husbandry, 


Etters of” Mart to his dear Servant given, 
By him that filts the cufling winds of heaven : 
To fight, and take all ſuch as would not daign 
T'acknoiyledge him the Seas great Soveraign, 

' Helanch'd his little Pinace, and degan 

| Teattaque the vaſlals of Leviathan, 

| Auſpicious gales ſwelling his winged Saile, 

Searches all creeks, and eyery Bark he hails; 

That ſcarce a Ship our Weſtern Coaſts afford 

{ Which this brave Pinace hath not laid aboard. 

| And what among our riddles ſome might count, 

" Was ſeenat once at Barwick , and the Minn, 

| Yea, in more Ports hath in one luſtre been, 

| Than Hazkins, Drake, or Cavendiſh have (een, 


And Prizes of more worth brought home again, 
Than all the Plate-Flezrs of the Kings of Spain, 
Bat that which makes the wonder ſwell tie moce, 
Thoſe whom he took were Beggar: all before. 
Bt reſts he here? No, no, our friend doth kno y 
'Tes pood 51 hate two ſtrings ungo bis Bow, 
Our rare Ampbibion loves not tobe pent 
Within the bonds, of one poor Element, 
Beſides, the learned Author underſtood, 
| That of an idle hand there comes no good, 
The Law to him no Pulpit doth allow, 
And now he cannot Preach, he means to Plow 


—_ ——_— 
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Though Preaching were a crime, yet he forclaiy 
Againſt the Plowman there could be no Lay, 

Nor ſtayes he on reſolves, but out of hand 

He yoaks his Teem, ploivs up the ſtubborn Land : 
Sows it with precious Sted, harroivs again 

The tougher clods : takes pleaſure in his pain, 
Whilſt Orpbes like, (which doth hys Art advance) 
Rocks, Fields, and Woods after ks pipe do dance, 


Induſtrious ſpirit, to what a rzcÞ account 
With thy blelt Lord, will all theſe labours mount ? 
That every nerve of thy bleſt ſoul doſt ply, 
To further heavens Spiritual Habandry. 
This kind of Tillage which thou teacheſt us, 
Was never dreamt of by Triptolemaus, 
Go Reader, turn the leaves; and me alloy 
"To pray (whilſt at thy work) God ſpeed the Plow, 


Nicolas WATtTrs. 


Ih Authors OPERA, 


Et Poracelſm and Van-Helmont*; name, 

4 No more ride triumph on the wings of fame, 

| + Lo, here's a Chymiſ# whoſe diviner $kill 

| Doth halloned, from untallow'd things diſtil, 
Spiritualizeth Sea affairs, agen, 

| Makes the rude ground turn Tutor unto men, 

! Shews CMariners as by a Compaſs hoiv 

| They may unto the Port of Glory rovv, 

| Teacheth the Plowmen from their work to know 

} Whatdutiesunto God, and man they oiy, 

| Rare Artiſt! who when many tongues are mute 

| Mak'it things that are inanimate, confute 

The Ages fins : by preaching unto eyes, 

| Truths which in other modes their ears deſpiſe, 

| Proſper his pious labours, Lord} howe*r 

| Do not forget to crown the labourer 


Sic raptims canit, 


Dan. ConDY. 
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To his Reverend and Invaluable Friend 


Mr, 1. F. upon his Husbandry Spi- 
ritualized. 


BE N genious Sir, what do I ſee? what now ! 
ar Arc you come from the Pulpit to the Ployy ? 
G8 If ſo, then pardon me if I profeſs ; 
| The Plow deſerves to be ſent to the Preſs. 
'Tis not long fince you went to Sea they ſay, 
Compos'd a * Compaſs which direRts the way 
And ſteers the courſe to heaven, O blekt Art! 
And bravely done, that you did that impart 
To us, who take it kindly at your hand, 
And bleſs the Lord that you are come to Land, 
Tobe an Husbandman wherein your skill 
With admiration doth your Readers fill. 
One grain will yield increaſe, it'sten times ten, 
When th'earths mannred by ſuch Husbandmen. 
We may expeQ rich harveſts, and full c: ops- 
When heavenly dew deſcendeth in ſu-1 drops 
Of ſpiritual rainy to water every field 
That it full heaps of grace to God may yield. 
I muſt adore the wiſdom of that Go1 
That makes men wiſe, who even from a clod 
Of earth can raiſe ſuch heavenly Meditation 
Unto a pitch of higheſt elevation. 


.. .Bei:des, I mark the goodneſs of the Lord 


Performung unto us his faithful Word, 


nn noo — __ 


—— m_ 
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| That all hall work for good unto the Saints 


For thongh our Pulpit mercies be grown leſs, 


We have ſome gracious helps yet from the Preſs, 


And herein all the world may plajnly ſee, 
That faithful ſervants will not idle be. - ' - - 


We have ſome bricks, although the {tra be gon, 


The Church at laſt ſhall be of polliſht ſtone. 
What ever men or Devils a&, or lay 
Sjon at laſt will have a glorious day. 


The wretched muck-worm that from morn to night 


Labours as if *tvere for an heavenly weight, 
And when he hath got all he can, the moſt 
Amounts to little more than a poor cruſt 

To feed his tired carkaſe, if himſelf 

Have by his carking got a little pelt 

Leave it he muſt, to one he knows not whom, 
And then muſt come to eternal doom z 
And hear his poor negleRed wretched ſoul 
Tell him at laſt that he hath lay'd the fool, 
But here he's taught how he before h2 dye 
May lay up treaſure for eternity, 

Wherein he may be rich, yea, much mucn more 
Than they that do poſſeſs whole Mines of Oar, 


When earth's more worth than heavenzand gold than grace 
. Then let the worldling run his brutiſh race, 


But not before unleſs he do intend 

To meet with ſoul-deſtruRion in the end. 
But I muſt leave him, and return again 

To gratulate the Author for his pain. 

And here I can't forbear to let my pen 

To tell the world of all the Husbandmen 

That e'r2 I met, he, he hath hit the vein 

To recompenſethe Labourers hard paio, 

Andtaught him how to get the greateſt gain. 

Wherein he treads a path not trod before, 

By which indeed his skill appears me more, 

xx 


{ 


Which jn ſome meaſure leſſeas our complaints, 


I mn 
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1 might Encowinws give him great and true, 

And yet come very ſhort of what's his due, 

But I muſt not» walk in forbidden wayes 

For thereby I am ſure 1 ſhould diſpleaſe 

His pious mind, who doth and freely can - 

Give all the praiſe to the great Husbandman, 

Who wall his graces in his ſervants own, 

But doth ex himſelf to wear the Crown, 
Farewel dear Sir, I take my leave, and noiy 
Will ſay no more but this, God ſpeed the Plow, 


EDWanD Jzrrznmny, 


EPISILE 


| TO THE | 
| Intelligent Countrey R EADER. 
CH Ou haſt here the fruit of ſome of | 


my [pare Hours, which were thu; 


'- V&A thraſt from the Society of many 
Dy dear Friend;, into a ſolitary Cour | 
C7 rey dwelling. 1 hope none will ent y 
X_ WER we theſe innocent delights, which 1 
made out of my lonely walks, whereby the Lord ſweetned| 
my ſolitudes there. * [us like thou wilt find ſome Paſſages 
_ that are harmleſly pleaſant ; yet, 1 aſſure thee, 1 
know of none that the moji.Cynical-Reader can cer ſure, | 
as finfully light and vain." 1 maſt acknowledge to th: 
praiſe of God, that I have found ſome of theſe (which 
poſutbly ſome of my. Reacers wil ealiehe Highee and moſt | 
erifling ſubjeRs of Meditation) to be the Ordinances for | 
| "f* * 2a] Inſtru- 


imployed, when by a ſad Providence |, 


ye egg 
—_——— — 
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"The Epiſtle rotheReader, | 


|— 


Hor. Sat. 6, 


| Book, maay ſerve for more and better uſes ? 


loſirucion, Caution, az4 Contolation to my own ſeul : 

eas ſuch adtgree of comfort, 1 do profeſs, to have [eund' 
by theſe things, as hath much endearcd the Conntrey life. 
to mt, aud made me muck better to underitand that ſay-| 
ing of Horace, than when I lears'd it at School, | 


Noviſtine locum portiorem rure beato * | 
Eſt abi-plus tapeant hyems * ubi gratior aura {| 
O rus, quando te adſpiciam £ quandogz licebir 

Nuac veterum libris,nunc ſomno,& inertibus hortis, 
Dacere ſolicitz jucunda oblivio vitz. (2, e.) | 
What life can with the Couptry life compare ? 
Where breath the pureſt, ant moſk healthful Air, 
Where undifturt'd, ty ſludies 1 par ſue ; 

And when I ſleep, bid all my cares aditns 


And what 1 have found ſo beneficial to my ſelf, 1 can- 
not but think may be ſo10 uthers, 1 aſſwre thee Reader, 1 
am not fond of any of theſe conceptions z and j* I think, 
1 may modefily enough ſay, That the ay eaf in this 

an 4 mtey di- 
verſion, when thou cant find leiſure to peruſe it. 1 know, 
your troubFes and cares are many, and though your oon- 
dition of life hath many innocent comforts, and outward 
mercies to ſweeten it, yet 1 believe moſt of you have 


feund, that ancient ſaying of Anaxion experimentally 
true, "xd T1 ming The Yeogyias yAuuu, + 


Some bitter troubles Countrey men do meet, 
Wherewith the Lord doth intermix their {weer, 


The cates of ybny minds; we tommonly no leſs than 
the pains of yowr Bodies ; *#f toncerns 'you therefore, 19 
| weeten 


—_— 


—_ 


= 


The Epiſtleto the Reader. 


lweeten what yow canner avoid ; and 1 know no better | 
way for that than what us here direfted to, O friend:! 
what advantages have you, for a ſpiritual life ? pp þy' 
way y0u not bave two Harveſis every year * one for your 
Sonls, another for your Bodies z if you coula thus leary 
to busband your Husbandry. Methinks fpiritual Medita 

thons do even put themſelves pon you. Husbandmen e/ 
1d were generally preſumed to be hoxe t and good men ;,| 
what elſe means that ſaying of Menander , Aygg- | 


Vai 7825200 TorrgG- av, 


Profels thy felf an Husbandman, 
And wicked too ! believe't that can, 


What you are, godly or wicked i not for me (that am a 
ſtranger to moſt of you) to determint ;, but if you are not 
godly, its my deſire and deſien to make you ſo ;, and 1 could. 
not think on a more probable means to accompliſh this ho- 

neſt deſign, than what 1 have bere uſed, Methinks it | 
ſhould be a pleaſnre to you, when you come weary out of the| 
fields from Plow, or any other labour, to fit down 11 the 

evening, and read that Chapter which concerns that pare! 
ticular buſineſs, and refreſh your ſouls even from that| 
which hath wearied your bodies, Were your hearts bat \ 
heavenly. and more time allowed for ſpiritual Hnsbandry, 
your inward comforts would be much more, and your ont- | 
ward gains not a jot leſs, for if Oy of all your | 
civil labours and impleyments depend upon the pleaſmre| 
and will of God (4s all that are not Atheiſts do acknow-| 
ledge) then certainly, your buſineſs can ſacceed never the 


wor ſe, for your endeavours to pleaſe him, upon whoſe plea-| 
ſure it ſo intirely depends, 1 have many times lifted up 


| -y heart to heaven, whilſt theſe papers were under my, 
| hand, 


em 


The Epiſtleto theReader, 
'han 


hand, for aſpecial bleſsing to accompany them, when they 
jropls be in yours, If the Lord accompliſh my deſires by 
them upon your ſouls, you ſhall enjoy two heavens, one: 
here, aud another hereafter. Would not that be ſweet e] 
The Hiſtorian te{{s ns, that Altitius Serarius was ſowing 
Corn in the field, whe Q,Cincinnatus came to him bare 
headed, with letters = the Senate, ſignifying that be 
wes choſen to the DiQtatorſhip, 7 hope the Lord will | 
ſo tleſs and ſucceed theſe labours, that many of you will. 
be called from holding the Plow on earth, to wear the 
Crown of glory in heaven , which is the ſincere deſire 


| 
| 
| 


Of 
Your hearty Well-wiſher, 


Joun Fiay®Lt. | 


5 ER as if 
6 | 
SSLELNI66-CHCEISEES 

| THE 


' Author to the Reader 


ES One you whoſe lifining ears do even itch, 
' & To hear the way preſcrib'd of growing rich; 
| AS I'le ſheiy you how to make your Tenements 
Sz Ten thouſand times more worthzand vet your rents 

Not rais'd a farthing z here my Reader ſees, 
A way to make his dead and barren Trees; 

Yield precious fruit, his Sheep thongh ne*re ſo bad 
Bear golden fleeces, ſuch ne*re Faſon had. 
In every thing your gain ſhall more than double, 
Andall this had with far leſs toyl and trouble, 
Methinks, 1 hear thee ſay this cannot be, 
I'le ne're believe it : well, read on and ſee, 
' Reader, hadſt thou but ſenſes exercis'd 
| To judge aright ; were ſpiritual things but priz'd 
' Ar their juſt value, thou wouldſt quickly ſay | 
''Tis ſo indeed ; thou woukdſt not go thy way | 

Like one that's diſappointed, and ſo fling | 
The Book afide, I rhonght *txas ſome ſuch thing. 
Time was when Country Chriſtians did aftord, 
More hours and pains about God's holy Word 
Witneſs the man who did moſt gladly pay 
| For ſome ferv leaves his whole Cart load of Hay. 
| And time ſhall be when heavenly truth that warms 
| The heart, ſhall be preferr'd before your Farms. 
| When HOLINESS as ſacred Scripture tells, 
\Zech, 14-20+ | Shall be engrayen on the Horſes bells, 
| Lord haſten on thoſe mach deſired times; 
And to that purpoſe bleſs theſe raral Rimes. 
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1 this Emblem darkly ropre/orits 
"tne hooks chart ſerpe,and grinap td contents, 
Vet ſince theſe Bind, Braſts Hear Stone, String and Tree 
Dor more unply than at fir ance you ſee, 
BY Our courteous M uſz 7 of granny. be unkindt, 
= Intends more plainly to divulge / 
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\N You ſee the Shadows, would you fee the Thing. 
_ couches under them .* then 1a her Wings. 
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THE 


PROEM- 


_— So 


| I Cor, 3. 9. 


Te are God's Husbandry. 


HE ſcope and deſign of the following 
Chapters, being the ſpiritual 1mprove- | 
ment of Husbandry, it will be neceſ-| 
ſary by way of Proem, to acquaint 
the Reader with the Foundation and 
general Rules of this Art in the Scri-| 
ptures, thereby to procure greater | 
reſpe& unto, and prevent prejudice 
againſt compoſures of this kind. 

To this end I ſhall entertain the Reader a little winle upon 
what this Scripture affords us, which will give a fair Intro- 

u&Rion to the following Diſcourſe. 

The Apoltle's ſcope in the context being to check and re-| 

, preſs the vain glory and emulation of the (orinthianc, who! 

inſtead of thankfuineſ; for, and an humble and diligent 1M - - 

provement of the excellent bleſſings of the Miniſtry : » turn'd | 
all into vain oftentation and emulation, one prefer ing Paal,' 


and another Aps/ss, in the mean time depriving themſelves! 
B of 
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arayue xtolun- 


The PROEM, 


of the choice bleilings they might have received from them! 
both. | 
To cure this g:owing miſchief in the Churches, he checks! 
their vanity, and diſcovers th? evil of ſuch pradtiſes z by 
ſeveral Arguments, amongſt which this is one, 
| Ye are God's Hutbandry. 9. d. 
| Whatare ye, but a held, or-plot of groand, to be mann-| 
'red and cultivated for God? #nd what are Paul, Ap ills, and! 
; Ceph4;, but ſo many work-men and lavourers, imployed by 
God, the great Hu-bancman, © plant, and water you all 
If then, you ſhall glory ia ſome, and deſpiſe others, you 
take the ready way to oroggenr ſgves of the, ben2fits and 
mercies you might receive from. the joint Miniſtry of them 
all. God hath uſed me toplant you, and Apollo to water you 
you are obliged to bleſs him for the Miniſtry of both, and 
1twill b2 yoar fin if you deſpiſe either. If the work-men be 
diſcouraged in their labours. *tis the field that loſes and ſuf- 
'fers by it 3 ſothat the words are a imilitude, ſerving to il- 
luſtrate the Relation. 
I. Which the Churches have to God. 
2. Which God's Miniſters have tothe Charches. 
The relation b2twixt God and them, is like that of an 
| Husbandman to his ground or tillage. The Greek word ſigni- 
fies Gods * Arable, or that plot of ground whick-God ma- 
nures by the miniſtry of Paſtors and Teachers. *© 
 Irſerves to illuſtrate the relation that the Miniſters of 
Chriſt ſuſtain to the Churches, which is like that of the 
Husband ſervants to him, and his fields ; which excellent 
notion Carries in it the perpetual neceity of a Goſpel-Mi- 


: 


| 
| 
[ 
| 


| 


| 


: 
, 


| 


niſtry. (For what fruit can de expected, where there are none] 
to till the ground 2) As alſo the diligence, accountableneſs, 
and cons. 4 which theſe labourers are to give to, and re- 
ceive from God, the great Husbandman. All runs into this, 
" That the life and imployment of an Hushandman, ex! 
cellently ſhadows forth the relation betwixt God and 
his Church, and the relative ditties betwixt-its Mini- 

ſters and members, . 

Or more briefly thus. 


The 
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"The PROEM © 


| The Church is God's Husbandry,about which his Mi-| 
| nilters are imployed. | 

I ſhall not here obſerve my uſual Method, (intending no! 
more but a Preface to the following Diſcourſe) but only 
open the particulars wherein the reſemblance conſiſts; and} 
then draw ſome Corrolaries from the whole. The firſt 1 
ſhall diſpatch in theſe twenty particulars following. 


ble confideration for them, Fer. 32. 9, 10. 

So hath God purchaſed his Church with a full yaluable 
price, even the precious bloud of his own Son, Att.20. 28. | 
Feed the Church of God, which be hath purchaſed, or acquired | 
with his own bload. O dear-bought inheritance, how much 
doth this heſpeak its worth ? or rather, the high eſteem God 
hath cf it, to pay down bloud, and ſuch bloud for it 3 ne- 
ver was any inheritance bought at ſuch a rate : every parti- 
cular elect perſon, and none but ſach are comprehended in 
this purchaſe, the reſt {till remain in the devils right. Sin, 
made a forfeiture of all to juſtice, upon which Satan entred 
and took poſſeſſion, and as a ſtrong man armed, ſtill keeps: 
itin them, Luke 112. 231. but upon payment of this ſum to} 
juſtice, the Ele& (who only are intended in this purchaſe)! 
paſs over into God's right and propriety, and now are nei- | 
ther Satans, Att; 26. 18, nor their own, 1 Cer. 6, 19. but] 
the Lord's peculiar, x Pet. 2. 6. And to ſheiy ho'y much they| 
are his own, you have two poſſeſſives in one verſe, Cant. 8.12 | 
My vineyard, which is mine is before me. Mine, which 
mine. 
Husbandmen divide and ſeparate their own Lands from! 
other mens, they have their Land-marks and boundaries, by| 
which propriety 1s preſerved, Dext, 27. 17. Prov.22.28. ' 


' The Husbandman purchaſes his fields, and gives a valua-! I, Propoſition.) 


Soare the people of God wonderfully ſeparated, and di-' R,4i;, 


ſtinguiſht from all the people of the earth, P/ale4. 3+ The| 
Lord hath ſer apart bim that is godly for himſelf, & the Lord know- | 
rh who are bis, 2 Tim. 2+ 19+ Tt is ſpecial a&t of grace, to| 
incloſed by God out of the waſte howling wilderneſs of | 
he world, Dew'. 33+ 15. This God did intentionally, in tho 
ecree before the world wasz which decree is executed ut; 
their ſanctification and adoption, B 2 Corn-' _ 


Reddit. 


4. Propoſ. 


Reddit. 


| Lockier in Co- 
loſ. p. 5 52- 


: 
. 
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Corn-fields are carefully fenced by the Husbandman with 
hedges and ditches, to prelerve their fruits from beaſts that 
would otherwiſe over-run and deſtroy them —— Von min« 
(eſt virins quam querere parts turri. Tt is as good Husbandry t 
| keep what we have, as to acquire more tnan we had, 
| At nell-beloved hath a vineyard in a very {ruitful bill, and be 
enced it, Iſa. 5.1, 2. No inheritance is better defended nd 
ſecured, than the Lords inheritance, Pſal. 125. 2. As th 
mountains are round about Jeruſalem, ſc the Lird is round about! 
bis peeple. So careful 15 hz for their ſafety, that be createrh upon 
every drelling place of maunt Sion, and up ber aſſemblies, a cloud 
and [mike by day, and the ſhining of flaming fire by night ; for upon 
all the glory ſhall be a defence, Tſa.4. 5. Not a particular Saint, 
but is hedged about and incloſed in arms'of porver and love, 
Fob 1-10. Thou haſt wade 4 hedge about bir. The Devil fain 
yould, but by his own confeſſion could not, break over that 
hedge to touch Jub, tili Gods permiſſion made a gap for 
him : Yea, he not only. makes an hedge, but a wall about 
them, and that of fire, Zech.2.5. Sets 4 guard of Angels to tne 
camp round about them that fear him, P{a,34.7.and will not truſt 
them with a ſingle guard of Angels neither, though their 
power be great, and love to the Saints as great; but watches 
over them himſelf alſo, /ſa, 27. 2,3. Sing ye unto her 4 wine- 
yard of red zine, | the Lord do keep it, I nill water it every ms- 
went ;, leſt any burt it, I nill keep it night and day, 

Husbandmen carry out their Compoſt z to fertilize their 
arable ground, they dung it, dreſs it, and keep it-in heart ; 
and in theſe Weſtern parts are at great charges to bring lime, 
and (alt water ſand to quicken their thin and cold ſoyl. 

Lord, let it alone this year alſe, till T ſhall dig about it and dung 
it ; and if it bear fruit well, if nit, cut it down, Luke 13. $. 
O the rich dreſſing which God beſtows upon his Churches! 
they are coſtly fields indeed, dreſt and fertilized,notonly by 
p-ecious Ordinances and Providences, but alſo by the ſweat, 
yea, bloud of the diſpenſers of them. © You Londoners (ſaith 
* Mr. L:ckier) are trees watered choicely indeed ; 'tis ſto- 
*riedof the Palm-tree, that at its firſt tranſplanting into 
pp Italy, *twas watered with wine, I cannot ſay (ſaith he) that 
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** you have been ſo watered by me, I dare not 3 bit this I can| 
{* humbly and truly ſay, that if our choiceſt ſtrength and} 
* ſpirits may be named inſtead of water, wine ; or if the| 
F* bleſſing which'hath gone along with theſe waters, at any 


1 rime, hath turned th?m into win2, in vigour upon your | 


«ſouls 5 then hath God by me, watered your roots with! 
© wine. 
The Hausbandman builds his houſe, where hs makes his! 
2urchaſe, divells upon his Land, and frequently vihts it ; he 
no'vs, that ſuch as divell far from their Lands, are not far| 
trom loſs. 
So doth God z where-ever he plants a Church, there doth] #:ddit- 
he fix his habitation, intending there to divell, P/al. 46. 5.| 
God & in the midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be maved. Thus Gud 
came to dell upon his. own Fee and Inheritance, in Judea, 
Levit. 26-11, 12. And1 will ſet my tabernacle amingſt you, 
and will be your God, and ye ſhall be wy.peip'e» Which promiſe 
is again renzw'd to his Churches of the New Teſtament, 
2 Cor. 6. 16. And when the Churches ſhall be in their 
greateſt flouriſh, and parity, then ſhall there be the fulleſt 
and moſt glorious manifeſtation of the divine preſence a- 
mong them, Rev. 21.3. And 1 heard 4 great voice wit of het- 
ven, ſayin , Behold the tabernacle of Gd is with men, *and be will 
tell ur them, and betheir God. Hence the Aflemblies are 
called, the places of his feet——-And there thev Lehold the 
beauty of the Lrd, Pſal.37-. 


tillage ; but as they lay out vaſt ſums upon it, ſo, they doit 
cheerfully. | 
And nw, O. inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and men of Juda,! Red4ir, 
judge l pray ym, betwixt nee and my vineyard ;, what could have| 
been done m re to my vineyard, that I have n't done in it? Ard: 
as he beſtows upon his heritage, the choiceſt mercies, ſo he! 
doth it with the greateſt cheerfulneſs ; for he ſaith, Jr. 
32.41. 7 will rejozce over them, to dothem goid ; and I will 
plant them in this Land aſſaredly, ith my whole beart, and with| 
my whale ſoul. It is not the giving out of mercy (ſaith one) 
that grieveth God, but the recoiling of his mercies back 


| 


_—agam 


| 5, Prop. 


Husdandmen grudge not at the coſt they are at for their |, Prop. 
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|aga'N upon him by 12 creatures ingratitade. . 
7. Prop. | When Husbandmen have been at coſt and pains about their 
Husbandiy, they expeR fruit from it, anſ.verable to their 
[pains and expences about it : Behold (ſaith Fames,the H ucband- 
| ran waiteth for the precious fruits of the earth, Jam. 5. 7. 
Reddits | «And he lobed that it ſhould Lring forth fruit, Ia.g. 2. This, 
heavenly Husbandman waits for the fruits of his fields 'alfo z' 
never did any Husbardman long for the” defired Harveſt, 
'more than God doth for the frvits of holineſs from his Saints; 
great are the expeRations of God from his people: And! 
when the time of the fruit drew near, he ſent his ſervants to the 
| Hncbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. | 
' Hu«bandmen-are much delighted, to ſee the ſucceſs of 
[tear labours, it comforts them over all their hard pains, and 
many weary &ayes, to ſee a good increaſe. 
Much more 1s God delighted, in beholding the flouriſh-| 


0 


| [ing gracesof his people; it pleaſes him to ſee his plants la-! 
| den with fruit , ard his valleys fing with corn, Cane. 6. 2. 
| My leloved is gone down to the garden, into his beds of ſpices, to feed. 
| Fr the gardens, and 10 gather likeys. Thefe beds of ſpices (ſay; 


CY | $ (ſay! 
* x . ' < th | 
\Paſcitur Chyj- I are the particular Churches, the companies of 


\fus quando | Believers 3 he goes tofeed in theſe p_ like as men go! 
{ſuorim virtu- }tO their gardens to make merry, or to gather fruit, Cant. 
(res vider, Lilia 4. 16. He ents bis pleaſant fruity viz. His peoples holy per- | 
{ccerpir,quantis | formances, ſweeter to him than any Am! ro/id ; thus he feeds | 
ens in the gardens, and he gathers lillies when he tranſlates good! 
Fadacit, Trap fouls into his Kingdom above ; For the Lard taketh pleaſure in 


igraducit, Trav 8 
tin loc. | bis Saints, and will brautifie the meek with ſalvation, | 
9, Prip, | The Husbandman is exceedingly grieved, when he ſees the | 
| hopes of a good crop diſappointed, and his fields prove bar- | 
ren, or blaſted. . | 
So the Lord expreſſes his grief for, and anger againſt his| 
; people, when they bring forth no fruits , or wilde fruits, 
worſe than none, Hoſ. g. 16. Ephraim is ſmitten, their roor is | 
dryed »p.Chriſt was exceedingly diſpleaſed with the fig-tree, 
| & curſed it for its barrenneſs;it grieves him to the heart when 
(Ms ſervants return to him with ſach complaints as theſe, # 
hav: labonred in viin, we have ſpent our ſtrength for nought. | 


H usband- 
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Husbandmen imploy many labourers to work in their |19. Py.p, 
fields; there 13 need of many hands ſor ſach a multiplicity of | 
| buſineſs. | 

God hath diverſity of workmen alſo in th2 Churches, | Sed4ir, 
whom he ſends forth to labour in his ſpiritual fields, Erb. 
4.13. He: gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Pr. puers, and forme Ev wee | 
WW iff; ; and ſome Paſtors and teachers, {or the perſetling if the 
' WH Saints {or the work of the Miniſtry. Amos 3+ 7+ 1 have ſent 

| m) ſervants | the Prophers. 'Tis uſual with the Apoliles tc 
| WI place this title of ſervant among their honourary titles, 
though a prophane mouth once called it, Prebroſam artifi- 

| WF cio, a ſordid artifice. Chriſt hath ſtampt a great deal of 
dignity upon his Miniſters, in retaining them for the neer- | 
.elt ſervice to himſelf, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Let a man ſo account of wa, | 
4s the Miniſters f Chriſt ; they are workers together with 
; God : the Husbandman works in the field among his labour-| 
| WH ers, and the great God difdaineth not to work in and with! 
| WH iis poor ſervants, in the work of the Miniftry, | | 
| 8 The work about which Husbandmen imploy their ſer-!|1 1. Prop, 
| WI vants in the field, is toylſom and ſpending. You ſee they | 
| WF come home at night as weary as they can dravy their legs af- | 
' WF ter them. ; 
| But Gods workmen. have a much harder task than they. |Ae44ir. 
| WH Hence they are ſer forth in Scripture by the laborious ox, | 
| WW 1 Core 5 9. Revig gp. Some derive the word * Deacon from| * AiaxuorGy, | 
| WH 2 word that ſignifies duſt, to ſheiv the laboriouſneſs of their; 4 #645. | 
| 
| 


— 


imployment, labouring till even choaked with duſt and: 

ſweat. 'Tis ſaid of Epapbrodiens, Phil. 2. 13. That for the! 

F work, of Chriſt be was ſick y and nigh unto death x mot regarding | 

\ WW} bis Life to ſupply their lack, of ſervice. The Apoſtles exprefion,)| | 

Col. 1, wit. is very emphatical , Wheremnts I alſo labour,| \Þ 
ſtriving according to bis working ; which morketh in me mightily, AYovIguut- 

| The word ſignifies, ſuch ſpending labour as puts a man into} 1&-- 

!an agony z and bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when 

ae cometh ſhall find ſo doing» . 

The immediate end of the Husbandmans labour, and his 12. 7p, 

ſervants labour, is for the improvement of his Land, to make! 

' it more flouriſhing and fruitful. | 
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| 
The ſcope and end of the Miniſtry is for the Churches 
benefit and advantage. They muſt not lord it over God's he- 
ritage, as if the Church were for them, and not they for thz 
Church z nor ſerve themſelves of it, but be the Churches 
ſervants for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. 4. 6. the poryer they have re- 
ceiv2d being for edification, and not for deſtruction, 2 Cor., | 
| 10. $, Chritt hath given them to the Churches, their gifts, 
their time, their ſtrength, and all their Miniſterial talents 
are not their own, but the Churches ſtock and treaſure. 5 
13. Prop. The workmcu that labour in the fields,are accountable for | F 
their work to him tht imploy'd them. i 
Reddit, Church-Offcers are alſo accountable to God for all the! | 
ſouls committed to them. They are Stewvards of the Myſte-| 
ries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1, and Stewards are accountable. #3 
watch fir yewr fouls (ſaith the Apoſtle) as they that muſt give an 
account, Heb. 13. 7. If theſe ſervants be unfaithful in their 
| work and truſt, the bloud of ſouls ſhall be required at their 
| hands, Ezek- 3. 19,18. which are fulmina, non verha (ſaith 
Eraſmus) thunder- bolts, rather than words. The guilt of 
bloud 15 the greateſt guilt; and of all blond, the bloud of 
ſouls. | 
14. Prop. hoſe that ſpend their time and ſtrength all their dayes, 
in manurings and plowing the fields, do maintain themſelves 
and their families by their labours ; their hands are ſufh- 
cient for — ard theirs. 5 . 
adit. Even ſo bath Ged ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel, 
a ſhould live of the Goſpel, x Cor. 9. 14. The nt ts =—_ 0: 
bis meat, Mat, 10.40, Tis a fad thing, if thoſe who break 
the bread of life to ſouls, ſhould be ſuttered to want bread! 
themſelves. God would not have the mouth of the ox muzled 
that treads out the corn, but have liberty to eat, as well a5 
work; Yet if any pretender to the Minittry be like the! 
heifer that loves to tread out the corn, (4. e, cares to do no! 
work, but ſuch as brings in preſent pay z he therein ſuffici- 
ently diſcovers his beaſt-like diſpoſition, Miniſters muſt be! 
faithful in their Maſters work, and if men do net, God will, 
reward them, For, He is not anrighteons to forget their work » 
and labonr of love, Heb. 5. 10, 


M_ 
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| It 152 great trouble to Husbandmen in a butie time, to be 15. Prop, 
put oft from their labours by ſtormy weather, which drives 
[them out of the fields, and makes them let all [ye, till it; | 
N | cleer up again z yet, meanvyhile, they are not idle, but 1M | 
| | ploy themſelves in home work, | 
ven ſo in God's Husbandry, *tis an unſpeakable affliction, &:ddir, 
to God's workmen, to be rendred uſclels and unſerviceable! 
[to the Churches, by thoſe ſtorms of trouble, which drive 
FF [them from their publick Miniſterial work, With what a 
c| i | heavy heart did Paw! go oft from his work at Epheſus, AR.20, 
| i} | It ſpends a Miniſter topreach, but more to be filent, 'Tis a 
loud ſpeaking judgment, when God ſhall ſay to them as to| 


'E 
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| Ezehgel, Son of many 1 will make thy tongue cleave t1 the roof of 
Ml thy mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb, Ezck, 3. 26, Such filencing 


4 providences, ſpeaking thundring language to gracious hearts; | 
ry | y<t even then, the keepers of the vineyard have a private | 
V wn gt of their own to look after, they have much home-| 
work when no out-work, | ? 


| There is a vaſt diflerence betwixt thoſe fields which have 16, Prop, 
of been well husbanded,, and dreſt by a skilful and diligent: 
| Husbandman z and thoſe that have been long out of hasband-! 
N ry How fragrant is the one ! how dry and barren the other 2 

hen you paſs by a field well drefled and fenced , cvery; | 
4 thing proſperous and in exquiſite order, you may know with- 

out farther enquiry, that a good Husband lives there, | 

Thus ſtands the caſe betwixt thoſe places which God hath &eddir, 
bleſt with a faithful painful Miniſtry, and ſich as have none, 
k or worſe than none : For as the Husbandmans coſt and pains 
d| WF ! appears inthe verdant, and fragrant hery of his fields; to a; 
di | Miniſters pains and diligence is (ordinarily) ſeen in the hea-, 
_ venly lives, and flouriſhing graces of the people. The Chur-; 
ic. WY} | <hes of Corinth and Theſſalonica, where Pani and other holy; 
ol [inſtruments ſpent much of their time and pains, became ta- 
- | mous and flouriſhing Churches, 2 Cer. 9. 3, A ſpecial bleſs! 
« fing comes along with a godly Miniſter, to the place where 
11! you providence alſigns him, Such places like Gidron's| 
o eece, have the dew of heaven lying on them, whales others 
| round about are dry and barren, | 
| C The! 
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I 7. Prop. The Husbandmay 1s not ciſcouraged, though the feed lye| Þ 
A. under the clods, he knows it will ſyring upat Jaſt, and; } 
| reward him , or thoſe that come afrer him, for their pains 
| and patience in waiting for it, 

Miniſters ſhould not be preſently diſcouraged in their| 3 
work, becauſe they ſce vut little or no appearance, of all the | 3 
ſeed they have ſown among the people, The fervent of the| 
| Loyd muſt be patient tagards all, waiting if at any time Ged will | © 
| give thems repentanrey 2 Tim. 24.25. Andif it never ſpring] Z 
' up in his time, it may after his deathz avd if ſo, he ſhall! E 
{not fail of his reward, Fak. 4. 36, 37. 4nd be that reapeth, | © 
\receiveth mages, and | e—— rut unto life eternal, that both be © 
| ol x 
that ſoxeth, and he that reapeth may rejoyce together» 5 and berein! 


is that ſaying tru!y ane ſanerb, and another reapeth. Though Mi-| 
niſters dye, yet their words hve z yea, their words take hold 
of men when they are in the duſt, Zecb, 1. 6. | 
Husbandmen find low grounds and valleys, moſt fertile. 
Hills, how loftily ſoever, they over-top the lower grounds, 
yet anſiver not the Husbandmans pains, as the valleys do. 
Theſe are beſt watered and ſecured from the ſcorching heat 


of the Sun, 

Experience ſhews us, that the humbleſt Saints are moſt 
fruitful under the Goſpel. Theſe are they that receive with 
mechneſ; the ingraffed ward, _ r. 31. whoſe influences! 
abide in them, asthe rain doth in the low valleys. Happy is | 
that Miniſter, whoſe lot falls in ſuch a pleafant valley. ww 
ſed are they that ſoa beſide all ſach naterty that ſend forth thirker 
the feet of the ox and the aſs, 14, 3%. 20. Among theſe valleys 
ran the pleaſant ſprings, ang purling-brooks, which fert1- 
lize the neighbouring ground. Heavenly Ordinances there 
leave fruittul influences. 

I g. Prop. The firſt Crop is uſualfy the beſt ; and the longer the 

Husbandman tilts his grofind, the leſs it produces. After 4 
few years its vigour and ſtrength is - 20s ] 
Reddit, The firſt entertainment of the Goſpel is commonly th 
beſt ; and what good is done by the Miniftry; is often done 
at its firſt entrance... New things are pretry,and very taking. 
Fohn as firſt was to the Jews a burning and a ſhining light, and 


they 


—— 
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they mere willing | For a ſeaſon] ro rejozee in bis lights Joh. $. 35. 
| Pal was highly valued among the Galarians at firſt : ſuch 
was their zeal, that they could have pluckt out their eye*,and 
have given them to him; but how quickly did this full tide| 
ebb agzin? for he complains, Gal, 4. 15, #eere then # the 
bleſſedneſs ye [prke of P 

Laſtly, When fields prove barren, and will not quit the 
tusbandmans coſt, nor anſver the ſeed he ſows in them, 
he plucks up the hdges, and layes it walte. 

So when Churches grovv formal and fruitleſs, the Lord 
removes his Goſpel-preſence from them z* plucks up the 
hedge of his prote&tion from about them, and layes them 
open, as waſte ground, to be over-run by their enemies, 
Jer. 7- 12, Goto Shiloh, and ſee what 1 did wnto it, What is) 
decome of thoſe once famons and flouriſhing Churches of 
Afia d Are they not laid waſte, and trodden down by mnfi- 
dels> And now go to (faith the great Husdandman) / wil, 
tell you what I will do to my vineyard 5; I will pull wp the bedye 
thereof, and it ſhall be laid waſte, Iſa. 5.5. 

Thus you ſee the Allegory opened in its particulars : from 
the whole , I ſhall preſent you with theſe five enſuing Cor- 
rolaries- 


: 


The frſt Corrolary. 


How great then are the dignities and priviledge: of the Churche: 
of Feſus Chriſt, whons he bath appropriated to himſelf, above al. 
the people of the earth, to be his peculiar inheritance > The reſt 0: | 
the world is a waſte wilderneſs ; all other places, how plea-| 
ſlant ſoever, in reſpeR of their natural amenity and delights, | 
are truly enough called, the dark places of the earth ; dif-| 
mal, ſolitary cells, ivhere Zim and [im, Bitterns, Cormmwants,| 
and every doleful creature dwells. But the Church is the Pa | 
radiſe of the earth, 4 garden encloſed, Cant. 4. 12. in whoſe| 
hedges the Goſpel-»1rds chirp and ſing melodiouſly, Cant. | 
2. 12, Its beds, are bed: of ſpices, Can!, 6. 2, and bervix! | 
its pleaſant banks, a Chriſtal River of living water rans,' 
Pom 23.1, the ſtreams whereof make glad the City of God; 

FT. in| 


20. Prop, 


Reddit. 


I. Cor rolar) 


| 
| 
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in thz midſt thereof theLord himſelf delights to walk. O Sion}! ? 
with what pleaſares doſt thou abound 1 If Bernard were ſo | 
raviſhed with the delights of his. Moneftery, becauſe of its 
(green banks,and ſhady bowers, and herbs, and trees, and Va-, t, 
[ri0us objets to feed his eyes, and fragrant ſmells, and ſweet] | 
;and yarious tunes of birds, togeth2r with th: opportunities, | 
'of devout contemplation, that he cryed out admiringly, EF 

Ld ) What delight: dift thou provide, even for the poor | How 

\m-uch more ſhould we he raviſhed with Sian's glory ? for 

| beantifu. for . ſciruation, is mount Sion, Of whom it may much 

1; Chron, | Bore truly be ſaxd,what a Cironickler of our own once laid 

- mtg nan England, that it is the fortunate Iſlnd, the Paradice of 

Pleaſure, the Garden of God, whoſe valle;s are like Eden, 

[i ofe hills are as Lebanon, whoſe ſprings are as Piſgab,wwh ſe 
Rivers are as Jordan, whoſe wall is the Ocean, and whoſe de-| F 
\fen#$ is the Lord Teh-vab. Happy art thou, O 1ſrael, who is| | 

{like unto thee? Wao can count the priviledges where vith; 

| Chriſt hath inveſted his Churches? O ler it never ſeem a 

light thing in our eyes, that iwe grow within his bleſſed in-! 

\cloſure, How ſweet a promi'e 1s that, Exod. 19. $. Ye ſhall 

be tome 4 peculiar treaſure, above all people 5, for all tbeewth «| 
mine. 


The ſecond Corrolary, 


| Hence it follows, That ſpiritual barrenneſs i: a greatre-| 
;proach and ſhame to Chriſtianz, Shall God's Husbandry,] 
[which isſo planted, watered, fenced, filled with favours and 
|mercies,- be like the barren heath in the d:ſert? Surely It] 
(ſhould be ſaid of every ſoul that grows here, az the Hiſtorion 
ſaith of Spain, that there is nihi! infrattuoſum, nibil ſterile ; 
nothing barren or unfruitful in it, God's vineyard is plant- 
edina very fru:tfal hill, J/a, 5.1. And ſurely thry that art 
planted in the honſe of the LYd, ſhould flouriſh in the Court of our 
God ; they ſhould bring forth fruit, even in o!d age, to fhew that 
God is upright, Pſal, 92.13, 14, They are created in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto goad works, which God hath ordained they ſhould walk 
in, Eph. 2. 10, They are married unto Chriſt, that they might 
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The PROEM. 


ring forth ſrait t» God, Rom.7. 4. Anempty branch is a diſ- 
honour to the root that bears it, a barren held to the Hus- 
2ardman that owns itz God cannot endure that in his fields, 
hich he ſuffers inthe wilderneſs. 


The third Corrolary, 


If the Church be God's Husbandry, then there is ſuca a 
ſpecial gracious preſence of the Lord in his Churches, as 1+ 
aotto be found in all the world beſide. Where my you ex-, 
oe to find the Husbandman , but in his ovn fields? the e 
lyes his buſineſs, and there he delights to be. And where| 
may we expect to find God, but in the Aflemvlies of his 
Saints? He walks among the golden cand eftichs, Rev. 2.1. 1 
vill walk among you (ſaith he) and be your God, 2 Cer, 
6.16.Upon this account thz Church iz called Jevovab Sham. 
mah; the Lord is there, Ezek, 48. »l;. You may ſee the 
zorſteps of God in th2 creatures ; but the face of God is only 
tobe ſeen in his Ordinance;, Hence Pſal.27. 4+ David long*d 
'or the temple, that be might ſee the beauty of the L:1rd, Now, 
vhat is beauty, but a ſymetry and proportion of part: ? In 
the works of Creation, you ſee on? attribute manifeſted in one 
thing , and another, in another thing z but in the Santtzary 
you may ſee beauty, even all the attribates of God Ciſ- 
Mlayed there : And indeed, we find in Scripture ſuch aſton- 
iſhng expreſſi 2ns about the viſions of God in his Church, 
that in reading th?m, a mancan ſee little difference berwixt 
t and heaven ; for as the Cnurch iscalled h:aven, Mar.25. 1. 
ſo itz deſcription is like thit of heaven, Heb. 12.22, 23. Ton 
are com to toe heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable com- 
panyof Ange/s, &e, And Rev. 4.22. They ſhall fee bis face, 
land bes name ſhall be written in: their forebe ds, And v. 24. The! 
[Saints are repreſented, ſtanding ne wer to the t'r me of Gd, than; 
the Angels themſelves. Hence a'ſo Ordininces are called Ga!- 
leries, 1n which both Saints and Angels Talk, beholding the 
po of him that fits upon the throne, Zecb. 3. 7. If you nill 
[keep my waye?, I will give you galleries to walk, in, amng them 
that (tand by. 


The 
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The forth Corrolary, 


If the Church be God's Husbandry, thzn, thoſe that be 
imployed in Miniſterial work, ought to be men of great | 
judgment and experience 1n ſoal attairsz; for theſe are the © 
/abourers whom God, the myſtical Huzbandman imploys # 
and entruſts about his ſpiritual Hu-bandry. Should Husband-, Þ 
men imploy ignorant perſons, that neither underſtand the. Þ 
rules, nor proper ſeaſons of Husbandry ; how much would, Z 
ſuch workmen damnifie and prejudice him ? he will not im-. | 
ploy ſuch to weed his fields, as know not wheat from taresz if 
or to prune his trees, that think Afid/ammer as fit for that | 
work as December ; muchleſs will God, He qualifies all that! 
he ſends, with wiſdom for their work, His workmen approve 
themſe/ves workmen indeed; ſuch as need not be aſhamed, rightly © 
dividing the word of truth, 2 Tim 2. 15. As Bezaltel was fur- 
niſhed with wiſdom, before he was imployed in Tabernacle; 
work, ſo Chrilt inſtrufts his ſervants, with skill and inſight 
before they are imployed in Miniſterial-work. He gives 
them a mouth and wiſdom, Luke 21. 15. induces them with! 
power from on high : as Chriſt was filled abundantly with! 
the Spirit for his work, ſo according to proportion, are thoſe! 
that are ſent by him, Job. 20, 21, 22, As my Father bath ſen; 
meſo ſend I you, And as for thoſe that run before they are 
ſent, and underſtand not the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 1 
ſhall ſay no more of them, but this ; Fatver, forgive tbems, for 
| they know no: xbat they do, 


| The fifth Corrolary, 
| | 


' Toconclude, If the Church be God's Husbandry, that 
[18 1f Husbandry have ſo many reſemblances of Gods works 
; 2Dout the Church in it ; then how mexcuſadle is the igno- 
;rance of Husbandmen, in the things of God, who befides 
| kneword of the Goſpel, have the teachings of th2 Creatures; 
| and can hardly turn their hands to any part of their work, 
Out t3e Spirit hints one ſpiritual uſe or other from ir to their 
| ſouls ; 
— 


—— 
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' ſouls? How dothe Scriptures abound with Parables, and 

| lively militudes taken from Hu+bandry ? from the field, 

the ſeed, the plow, the barn, from threaſhing and winnowv- | 
| 


ing z fimilitades alſo from planting, grafting, and pruning 
'of trees; and not a feiy from the ordering of Cattel, So 
that, to what buſinzſs ſo ever you turn your hands, in any part 
of your calling, itill God meets you, with one heavenly in- 
ſtruction or other. Butalas! How fey are able to improve 
their civil imployments to ſuch excellent ends> Th:ſe things 
ace but briefly hintedin the Scriptures, and thoſe hints ſcat- 
tered up and d.wn, that they knoiv not where tofind them ; 
and if they could, yet would it be difficult ſo to methodize 
them, as it 1s neceflary they ſhould be, in order to their due 
;improv2ment, by Meditation, | 
And therefore I judged it neceſſary to co!leR and prepare! 
\them for youruſe;z and in this manner to preſent them to| 
yor, as you find them in the follo:ving Chapters. Read, con- | 
'fider, and apply ; and the Lord make you good Husbands for | 
;your own ſouls, ; 
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HUSBANDRY 
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Spiritualized, 
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CHAP, I. 

In the laboriows Husbandman you ſee, 


| duſtry of che 
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What all trueChriſtuans are, or ought to be, tuwaniman 


OBSERVATION, 


EH EF imployment of the Husbandman is by all 
acknowledged, to be very laborious ; there 
Ry is a multiplicity of buſineſs incumbent on 
him, The end of one work,is but the begining 
of another, Every ſeaſon of the year brings 
| its_proper work with it : Sometimes you 
find bim inhis Field:, dreſſing, plowing, ſowing, harro'ving, 
| weed, or reaping 3 and ſometimes in his Barn, threſhing, or 
| - = D Wie 


pon the in- 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized ;. Or, 


viunowing 3 ſometimes 1n h's Orchard, plai ting, grafbrg, 
or prun Ng his trees z and ſometimes among his C-rel ; FC 
that he bath no time to. be idle. And as he hath a multiplici- 
ty of buſneſe, ſo every part of it is full of toyl, and ſpend- 
!\rg labour: He eats rot the bread cf idlenefſs, out-carns it 
before he eats itz ard asit were, dips it in his own ſivear, 
wh-reby it becomes the ſyceter to him, Though Cn 
| »XO :ght in thz Hushandmans fycat, Ges, I, 19, yet now not 
10 ſyeat would increaſe his fin, Exch, 16, 49. 

1 


APPLICATION, 


Ehold here the life cf a ſerious Chriſtian, ſhadowed forth 

to the life. As the life of a Husbandman, ſo th: life of 
a Chriſtians no idle, or cafie Jife, They that take up Reli- 
210N for (ſtemtation 5 and not for an OCCWparion ; ard thoſe 
that place the buſine(s of it in-notions, and idle ſpeculations, 
informs, geſtures, and external obſervances, may think, and 
call it ſo : but ſuch as-devote themſelves unto it, and make 
Religion their buſineſs, will find it no eafie work, to exerciſe 
themſelves to godlineſs. Many there are, that affe& the re- 
putation and ſee of it, who cannot endure the labour, and 
/ze:r of it, If men might be indulged to divide their hearts 
betwixt Godand the World, or to cull out the, cheap and 
cake daties of it," and neglect the more difficult and coſtly 
ones, .it were ancahe thipg to be a Chriſtian :: but ſarely to 
have reſpe&t to all Gbd's commandments, to live the life, as 
well as ſpeak, the languag? of a Chriſtian; to be holy in all 
manner of converſation, isnot ſo eaſe, This will be evi- 
dent, by comparing the life of a Chriſtian, with the life of 
a Hugbandman, in theſe five particulars: Wherein it will 
appear, that the iwork of a Chriſtian, is by muck the hardeſt 
work of the tivo, 

The Husbandman hath much to do, many thing*to [ook af- 

ter 3 but the Chriſtian more : If we reſpe& the extenſive- 
neſs of his work, he hath a large field indeed to labour i 
Pſal. 119, 96. The commandment 1: exceeding broad 5; of a vail 


extent and latitude, comprizing not only a multitude of ex- 
ternal 


— 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 
ternal a&3,and duties, and guiding the Offices of the outward 
] man about them, bur alſo exking in every thoght and motion 
of the inner man within its compaſs, 

You find in the Word, a world of work cut out for Chri- 
ſtiansz there's hearing work, praying work, reading, med:- 
tating, and ſelf-exzmining work z it pus him alſo upon a con- 
ſtant watch over all the corruptions of his heart, Oh, what 
a world of work hath a Chriſtian about them ?} For of them 
he may ſay, as the Hiftorian doth of Hannibal, They are never 
quiet, whether conquering, or conquered. How many weak 
languiſhing on he to recover, improve, and {treng- 
then? There is a weak faith, a languiſhing love, dull and 
faint defires to bequicknel,and invigorated, And when all this 
is done,what 2 multitude of work do his ſeveral relations exa&t 
from him? he hath a world of buſineſs incumbent on him, as 
a parent, child, husband, wife, maſter, ſervant, or friend . 
yea, not only to friends, but enemies. And beſide all this, 

ow many difficult things are there to be born and ſuffered 
'for Chriſt > and yet will not God allow his people in the 
neciect of any one of them : neither can he be a Chriſtian 
that hath not reſpe& to every command, and 1s not holy, in 
all manner of converſation, Pſal. 119, 6. 2 Pet.3-11. cve- 
ry ohe of theſe duties, like the ſeveral ſpokes in a wheel 
come to bear in the whole round of a Chriſtians converſa- 
tion : ſo that he hath more work upon his hand: than the 
Husbandman. 

The Husbandman's work is confeſſed to be Spending 
work, but not like the Chriſtians. What Avguſtau {ad ot 
the young Koman, is verified in the true Chriſtian, Quicquid 
vault, valde vult. Whatſoever he doth in Religion, he doth 
to purpoſe. Under the Lav, God rejeted the Sx4i/ and the| 
Aſs, Levit. 11+ 30. Exod. 13. n3- And under the Goſpel 
he allows no ſuggiſh lazy Profeſlor, 1 Tim. 5.11, 13.| 
Sleepy duties are utterly unfuitable to the living God ; he| 
will have the very ſpirits diſtilled and offered up to him in 
every daty, Job. 4. 24. he beſtows upon his people, the ve- 
ry ſubſtance and kernel of mercies, and will nor accept 
from them the ſhells and ſhadows of duties ; not the skin, 
| D 2 ut 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, | 
[vut the invards, and the fat that covereth the in'vards, was 
required under the Laiv, Exod. 29. 30. And every ſacrifice/ 
; 1nder the Goſpel, maſt be ſarr;forium mednilaium, a ſacrifice 
fall of marrowyg obſerve the manner in waich their work 
is to be performed. p | 

Rm. 12. 14+ i1 ſerving God, fervent in ſpirit, or hiſſing 
|hot. 

Tz Pet. 1.104 In ſecuring ſalvatzon, diligent z or do ng Ty 
throughly, and enough. I FE þ 
| 11im.4.7. ingodlineſs, exerciſing, or ſtripping them- 
\ſelvcs; asfor a race. 
| Luke 13.24 in the purſuit of happineſs, ſtriving, even! 
tO. an agony» : 

eAct, 26. 7. in prayer, ſerving God inſlantly 3 or in a 
ſtretched-out manner : yea, pouring out their hearts before 
him, Pſal. 62,8, as if the body were left like a dead corps 
{upon the knees, whilſt the ſpirit 4s departed from it, and 
aicended to God. This is the manner of his work ; judge 
then how much harder this work is, than to ſpend the ſiveat 
of the brow in manual labour. 

The Husbandman finds his work as he left it, he can begin 
ore day, where he left the other g but it is not ſo with the 
Chriſtian, a bad heart, and a buſie devil, diſorder and ſpoyl 
his work every day. The Chriſtian finds not his heart in the 
moining, as heleft it at nightz andeven when he is - ha 
his work. how many ſet-backs doth he meet with? Satan 
ſtands at his right hand (the working hand) to refiſt him, 
Zech, 3- 1, when he would do good, evil (the evil of his 
own heart and nature) is preſent with him. | 

The Hushandman hath ſome reſting dayes,when he throws 
aſide all his work, and takes his recreation; but the Chri- 
ſtian hath no reſting day, till his dying day; and then he 
ſhall zeſt from his Jabours. Religion allows no idle dayes, 
bat requires him to be alwayes abounding in the work, of the L:rd, 
rt Cor,t5,5 8. When oneduty is done, another calls for him; 
the Lord's day 1s a day of reſt to the Husbandman ; but nc 
day in the week ſo laborious to the Chriſtian, O *tis a 
ſpending day to him. When he hath gatheredin the crop of 


one \ 


/ 


———— 


= mn hm _ —._ 4 _—_ CI” OI... 


ms 


{ The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
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ejaculatory prayer, to fill 'up the intervals, betwixt ſtared 
ind th2 more ſolemn duties. Theſe are to keep in the fire, 
[hich kindled the morning ſacrifice,to kindle the evening ſa-/ 
(crifice. When can the Chriſtian fit down and ſay,now all my; 
__ is ended, I have nothing to do, without doors, or| 
wit n ? 

Laſtly, There is a time when the labour of the Husband-] 
man is ended ; old age and weakneſs takes him off:from all 
imployment ; they can only look upon their labourers, bart 
cannot do a ſtroke of work themſelves; they can tell you 
what they did in their younger years, but noiy (ſay they) we 
muſt leave it to younger people ? we cannot be young al ways; 
but the Chriſtian is never ſuper-annuated as to the work 
Religion ; yea, the longer he lives, the more his Maſter ex- 
pets from him. When he is full of dayes, God expeRs he 
ſhould be full of fruits, Pſal. 92,14. [hey ſball bring forth 
fruit in old age, they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. 


REFLECTIONS. | 


How hard have I laboured for the meat that periſheth ? 
prevented the dawning of the day, and laboured as in the ve- 
ry fire, and yet is the Chriſtians work harder than mine? 
Surely then, I never yetunderſtood the work of Chriſtiani- 
ty, Alas) my fleepy prayers, and formal daties, even all 
that ever IT performed inmy life, never coſt me that pains, 
that one hour at plow hath done. I have either wholly neg- 
lected, or at beſt, fo lazily performed religious duties, that 
I may truly ſay, I offer to God what coſt me nothing. Wo is 
me poor wretch 1 Hor is the judgment of (ab fpiritually 


| executed upon me 2 The earth opened her mouth, and ſval- 
| 


lowed 


he is not to fit down ſitiched therewith, or ſay as | 
worldling did, Enke 12. 19, Soul take thine eaſe, | 
hon b-ſt goods laid np for many years, but muſt to ploiv again, | 
ind count it well if the Vintage reach to the ſeed-tine, | 
Lev, 416, 5. I mean, if the ſtrength, influence, and comfort! 
of one duty, hold out to another duty ; and that it may be ſo, 
ind there be no room left for idleneſs; God hath appointec! 


a 


The Word! 
Reflection, Hg 


. Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | 
\[owved up his body-z but it hath opened its mouth and fival- 
f loived up my heart, my time, and all my afte&ions, -How 
2. far am 1 from the Kingdom of God ! 
The Formaliſts | And how little better is my caſe, who have indeed profeſ- 
ReficRion, ſed Religion, but never made it my buſineſs> Will an empty 
(though ſplendid) profeſſion fave me? How many brave Ships 
have periſhed in the ſtorms, [notwithſtanding their 'fine 
names, the proſperous, the ſucceſs, the happy return ? A fine} 
name could not prote& them from the rocks, nor will it ſave 
me from hell. 1 have done by Religion,as I ſhould have done 
by the world z prayed, as if I prayed not and heard as if 
I heard nor. I have given to God but the ſhadoiv of duty, 
'3. and cannever expect from him a rea! reward. 
TheRefleRion| Howunlike a Chriſtian doſt thou alſo (O my ſonal) go 
of a flochful , | about-thy work z though upright in-the main, yet hovv little 
Chriſtian, zeal and a&tivity dolt thon expreſs in thy duties? Awake love 
and zeal, ſeeſt thou not the toyl and pains men take for the 
world? how do they prevent the dawning of the day? and 
labour as in the very fre till night ; and all this for a trifle ! 
ſhould not every drop of ſiveat which I ſee trickle from 
their brows, fetch (as it were) a drop of bloud from my 
heart ? who am thus convinced and reproved of ſhameful la- 
zineſs, by their indefatigable diligence, Do they pant after 
th: duſt of the earth > Amos 2. 7, ahd ſhall not I pant after 
God ? Pſal, 42. 1, Ah, myſoul! it was not wont to be ſo 
with thee, inthe dayes of my firſt profeſſion, Should I hay | 
had no more communion with God in duties then, it ono; 
have broken my heart : I ſhould have been weary of my 
life, Is this a time for one to ſtand idle, who ſtands at the 
| door-of eternity > What, nov ſlack handed, when ſo neer to 
my everlaſting reft! Kom, 23.12, or haſt thou found the 
work of God ſo unpleaſant to thee > Prov, 3, 17, or the 
trade of godlineſs ſo unprofitable ? P/al. 19. 12, Or know- 
eſt thou nor, that millions nor mm hell periſhed for want of: 
ſerious diligence in Religion? Luke 23, 34. or doth my| 
diligznce for God, anſvver to that which Chriſt hath done and | 
ſuftered, to purchaſe my happineſs ? or to rhe preparations | 
h2 hath made in heaven for me ? or doſt thou forget that ap 
Maſters| 
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work concerning thee, it is thy life. 


The Poem, 


Religion WHEN advanc'd in power, 
Will make you HUSBAND every hour. 


And therein FIND a ſweet delight. 
If there were NOUGHT befidesthat pay, 
Chriſt gives TO cheer us in our way 3 
Should we not DN the bolt wo can > 
For there's NO ſuch reward from man, 
Shall others WORK, and not regard 
Their ſtrength; TO get a ſmall reward? - 
Whilſt we TURN lugs, and loyter thus ? 
Oh that THEIR zeal might quicken us| 
Why are our HANDS, and feet ſo ſlow, 
hen we UNTO our bafineſs go? 
| How can we THEN Chriſt's pay expect, 
And yet the CHRISTIANS work reject? 
If this, then ALSO that embrace 
Them both: IF not, we both diſgrace. 
Some if THEY could theſe two divide, 


But if they MAY not, then it were 


Maſters eye is alvayes upon thee, whilſt thou art lazing and | 
loytering? or would the damned live at this rate, as I do, if 

their day of grace might be recalled? for ſhame (my ſoul ) 
for ſhame } rouze up thy ſelf, and fall to thy work, with a di- 
ligence anſwerable to the weight thereof : for it is no yain 


'Twill make MEN ftrive with all their might, 


' T'would PLEASE them well, with Chriſt to dz, 


As good CEASE pleading, they'l not hear, 


| Rouze up FROM ſloth, (my ſoul) betake 

Thee to thy WORK, no cavils make. 

© ſtrive, AND try 1-Saints ſay that even 
The pain they TAKE, hath much of heaven. 


\ Their reſt, and EASE comes all ſo £ 


But yet THEIR beſt wine's kept till laſt, 


CHAP. 


Plal.z 19.47. 
29. 


| 

Pſal, 73. 25+ 
Amos x, 7. 
{ Ecclef, 5, 9. 


Pſa. 4- 6. 
Rom. 13. 21+ 


Gal 6: 16. 


Heb, 12, 14- 


Ma. 19. :2, 


; Gal. E, 9." 
| 


| 

; Luke 13. 24. 
' Pfal. 19, 10, 
| Joh. 2. 16, 
Heb. 4. ut, 
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Luke I342 4. | 


Mart.2o, 21,23 


| 


| 
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—Huhandry Spiritnalized: Or, > 


pon the thrif- 
tincfs of the 
Husbandmaan., 


Non mercenayrii 


| {cd operaris, 


ſtrength, becauſe they find this tobe the thriving 'vay. 


CHAP. Il. 


The hardeſt labonrers, are the thriving men, 
If you'l have thriving ſouls, be aRtve then, 


—— 


| 
| OBSERVATION, | 
[ 


rr. and diligence is the way to thrive and grow rich | 
in the world, The eatth muſt be manared, or its iricreaſe | 
| is in vain expected , Qui fugit mblam, fugit farinam; he that re- 
| fuſes the mill, refuſzs the meal, (faith the Proverb) the dalt- | 
gent ſoul ſhall be made fat. S#/omon hath two poverbs con-{' 
| cerning thriftineſs and increaſe inthe wortd. In Prov. 10. 4- | 
| he hath,The h ind bf the diligent zakerh rich, And v.24. he ſaith, 
The bleſſing of the Lord maketh rich, Thats axe not comradilts. 
| r, but confi: 94tory each of other ; one ſpeaks of the Ps, 
the other of the inſtramental cauſe, Diligence withont Gods 
bleſſing will not do it 3 and tha! vleffing. cannot be expected 
without diligence ; therefore Husbindmep ply their bukneſs 
with anvearied pains, they do eyen lodge in the midſt of 
their labours, as that good Husband %oaz did, Kwth2. 3. they 
are per/imonioms of their time,. but prodigal. of their ſweat'and 


a 


APPLICATION, 

A* nature opens her treaſures to'nane biit the diligent, 
ſo neither doth. gr2ce, ,He that will be rich, miſt be 1 
p-in{ul Chriſtian 3 and wh«ſnevet will dolly ply the trade of | 
godlineſs, ſhall comfo:frbly 1d quickly find, That in keeping 
| Gods command, there 1s great ro /rd, Pal. 19.1x, God 18a 
bountiful rewarder of ſuch as d,(rqutly ſeek, him, Heb. ut, 6. 
| They muſt not indeed work for » age5,Hot yet willGod ſirfler| 
their work to, gounrewarded z yet; Vt f2fficiently rewards ir] 
ſelf,r 75. 6. 6,2rd its reward is ©vof9l4(1)preſent, arte 1n 
paitz (2) futuie.nd in ful!, Mar 10.29, 30. Now in” this 
; time an hiyndred-fold, * even from {ftetivg, which, ſeems 
| the moſt janp:ofitable' part the work,” md in the worlc 
'to come, life everlaſting. If you ask what preſznt 
— advantages 


' 
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adrantag Chriſtians have by their diligence? I anſwer, as 
is IDE from = _w toyl: 

labours- Let us compare particulars, Ee waat 
tae Husbandmgn gets, that theGhriſtian gets not alſo. Com- 
pace-yoar gains and you'l quicklyſee the ods. 

You get credit and reputation by your diligence ; 'tis a 
commendation and honourto you, to be ative aad ſtirring 
men : But how more” honour doth God put upon hy 
laboarioasferv *Tis the. hi honour of a creature, 
to be ative anduſeful 'forvy wy Saint are called veſſel; 
of »hunowr'y as are fitted for the Maſters uſe, 2 7im. 2-21. 
| iterein hang? the honour of Angel, butia this; that they 


wr ks ſpirits, ſerviceable creatures? And all the 
gloried in the title of ſervants. - The lowelt office 
in which a man canſerve Ged, even thatof 2 Nethinine, or 
| , Which was the loweſt order or rank of officers 
inthe houſe of God, Ez. 44+ 10,41. is yet preferred 
by David before the ſervice of the greateſt Prince on earth, 
Pſal. $4. 10. *Tis no ſmall honour to be ative for God. 
You have this benefit by your labonr, that thereby you} . 


i on and evil company, which would draiv you i 
jef. By diligencefor God,the Chriſtian alſo is ſecure 
from temptations ; God is with chem, while they are with him, 
2 Chron. x5.2, Cotamunion with Godin the way of duty, 
18 a great preſervative againſt temptations» The Schools men 


put par how the Angels and glorified Saints become 


1mpeceant? and reſolve it thus : T hat they are ſecured from 
fin, bythe beatifical Viſion ; and ſure T am, that the Viſions 
of God, hot only-in glory, but now alſo in duty, are mar- 
vellous defences againft finz and they that are moſt 
rr for God, have the fulleſt and cleareſt viſions of God, 
Job; 14. 21, | 
| You! have this benefit by your labour, that it tends much 
to the health of your bodies. The Chriſtian hath this benefit 
| by his labour, that it tends to a healthful ſtate of out ; 
way of the Lord ir ftrengrh to the upright, Prov. 10. 29. As 
thoſe thae follow their daily labours in the field, have mnch 
' | more health thary Citizens that mw idlely, fr EGO 
«5, _live 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | 
| {ve a ſedentary life, So the ative Chriſtian enjoys more | 
| ſpiritual h:alth, and 1s troubled with fewer complaints tha | 
others, 

| By Giligence in your civil 4mployments , you preſerve 
'your ellares, and are kept from running betund-hard in the 
|world, Bayliff: trouble not ſuch mens doors ; they uſually 
dan the fore-£90t of their neighbours. And by aCtivity and 
diligence for God, ſouls are kept from backſliding, ard run- 
ing dack in their graces and com:iorts. Remilſions and inter- 
| milſions in our duties, are the firſt ſteps and degreesby which 
| 2 ſoul declines and waſtes, as to his {j i 4tual eſtate, 

| Yoarpainzand diligence in the fields, makes your beds 
ſveet to you at night, Eecl. 5, 12. Reſt is ſweet to 4 labonring 
mn, whether he eat little w much, But the diligent life of a 
"Chriſtian makes the clods of the valley, his grave ſweetun- 
to him, 2 (ir. 1. 12, 2 King, 20. 3. Kememler now, Q Lord, 
how 1 have walked Lefore ther, &c, Think Chriſtians how ſveet 
it will be for thee, when thou comeſt todyez to ſay then as 
thy Redeemer did, when near his death, Fob. 19, 4, 5. [ have 
finiſhed the work thoy gaveſt me to do ; and now, O Father, gliri- 
fie me with thine oun ſelf. 

The expence of your ſeat fills your purſes, you get eſtates 
by your diligence and labour; but what are your gains to the 
g14ns of Chriſtians? They can get in an hour, that which 
they wall not part with for all the gold and filver on carth, 
Prov. 3. 14- 

So that compare theſe labourers,asto all their advantages, 
and you ſhall ſee, that there is no trade like that which the di- 
ligent Chriſtian drives. 


REFLECTIONS, 


3. Bluſh then, O my ſoul, at the confideration of thy lazi- 
RefleRious of | neſs and loth, which is attended with ſo many ſpirftnal wants! 
the flothtul } nd can T wonder at it, when I refuſe the painful way of du- 


foul. ty, in Which the precious fruits of Godlineſs, are only to be 
| | found? IF theſe fraits lay upon the ſurface of _ could 


be had ,with wiſhes, I ſhould not want them z tro ig 
, eep 


— _—_—_— thc 


|and becauſe I meet not with itas ſoon as I expeRty, my lazy! 


wa... heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


deep and tike pain; I cannot. My detires, like thoſe of the; 


, 
ments than theſe ? 


(lothful man, kill me, becauſe my hand; refuſe 10 Labor, Prov, 
21. 25. If every duty were to be rewarded preſently with 
cold, would I not have been more athducus in them, than 1 
have;b2en ? And yetI know, that a heartfull cf th: g-ace ard! 
comfort of the holy Ghoſt, is better than a houſe ful! of & 14} 
and lilver. O what a compoſition of (tupidity and i'ot!: , 
1 1 I have been all for th: ſhort cnt to com:ort, when 
ſtant experience teacheth, 'that the farth:r way about, by 
painful duty, is the neareſt way to it. What pains do | !4:- 
bandmen take? ivhat perils 40 Seamen run, for a littl: gain ? 
O ſluggiſh heart ! wiltthou do nothing for eternal treaſures ? 
Secondly, if there be ſuch great rewards attending dili- 
gence in duty, then 'vhy art thou ſoapt (O my ſoul) to caſt 
olt duty, becauſe thou tindeſt not preſent comtort in it? how 
quickly am I diſcouraged, if I preſently find not what I ex- 
pect in duty > Whereas, the Well is deep, and much pains 
muſt be taken to draiy up thoſe waters of joy, Iſa. 12. 3. 
there is a golden veinin the mount of duty, bat at lyes deep; | 


heart throws by the ſhovel, and cryes, dig I cannot. 
Thirdly, Ifthis be indeed the rich and thriving trade, why 
doI peddle about the poor low things of the world ſo much, 
neglecting the rich trade of godlineſs-for it? O, how much| 
of my time and ſtrength, have theſe things devoured ? Had 
l imployed that time in communion with God, would it not 
have turn'd to a better account ? Think'ſt thou in earneſt, | 
O my ſoul, that God hath endowed thee with ſuch excellent 
faculties, capable of the moſt divine and heavenly imploy- 
ments , or that Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhed his invaluably precious 
bloud, or that be hath ſent forth the glorious ſpirin of holi- 
neſs, and all this to fit then for- no higher or nobler 4mploy- 


Is this the end of thy wonderful creation > doth God 
whirl about the heavens in endleſs revolutions,to beget time 
for this? or doth he not rather expe& rhat the -veightieſt 

ork ſhpuſd engroſs thy greateſt Arength, and (choiceſt 
ours > 4O, that I could once conſider, what a good Maſter 
= es. 2; Chriltians 


l by * 
The world! 
Retictian. 


27 


ings | 


—_— _— ——— 


« - _ 
mm. 
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' 

| Chriſtians ſerve, who will not only abundantly reward them; 

| 'atnight; but brings them their food into the held to in-/ 
| courage them in their labour 1 What pity is it, that ſg good 
2 Malter ſhould be ſo badly ſerved as he hath been by me ! 
; Heark, how he pleads to gain my neat. 
| 


LC— 


The POEM, by way of Dialogue be. | 
twixt Chriſt and the world, | 


CHRIST. 


| 
| 
* 1 
| 


| John 6. 27, Why ſo free of ſmear and time ? 
| 1 Cor. 7.31. For nhat ere long will not be thine, 
[Max-46.26 Or if it might, thou ſell'ſt to loſs, 
A precious ſonl, for laſting droſs. 

Thoſe weary hand, and toyling brains, 
x Tien, 6, 6, Might be imploy' for better gains. 
Wouldſt thou but work as bard for me, 
"EM As for the world, which cozens thee z 

wo Thy gain ſhould be a thouſand fold : 


For my revenuts more than gold. 
WORLD. 


Soul, I have alway: s found thee milling, 
Rather by me to earn 4 ſhilling ; 

Than truſt. uncertain things which lye, . 
Be = thee in eternity. . hd 
Shall things unſeen now tempt thee? twſh, 
A bird ts worth Sh baſh. 

I pay thy wages down in hand, 

T bus thou canſt feel, rafte, underſtand. 

0 let not ſuch-a vain pretence, 

Prevail againft thy very ſence, 


Prov. v. 19. 


C HRIST. 


— 
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The heaven uſe of earthly things. 


———— 
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CHRIST. 
7 hus beaſts art led, thaw birds are ſnar'd, 


Thus ſouls for rain areqreper*d, 

# hat ? truſt no farther than you ſee, 
You'l truſt a thiefoas far as me. 

Deluded nretch, wil! nought but fight 
And ſence convince the: Þ O bow right 
_ Hox juſt i i: God ? mboſe direful ſcour ge 
| Such Arguments is hell ſhall urge. 


WORLD. 


Chr ft threatens wrath ts come, but [ 

Do threaten thee with prverty. 

And hy nile thow thy ſelf, and theſe 

T bat are ſo dear, towants expoſe? 

Come, ſee the Saints ; for all their brag: : 

Hop ue«ll they thrive, they'r cloath'd nith ragr. 


" CHRIST. 


If my dear Saints in rags de go 
'[ is not Religion cloaths chem [0 b 
og uch want: the Lird prepares 


onls, apainſt thy ins 
They all are rragfdrons © 


Expettants of _ berizage. 


Kepe ſhart for pre _ 2 | Dot 
p A with thoſe, that ſcoff at them. 


WORLD. 


dela for T : 
With preſent prov folly 

hat tre thou fp, they'l ſpies, 
I bold thens priſoner; by their tyes. 


ſob 35, 11, 
ECclf. 21.9. 
joh.20 29, 


[2 Tim, 3.13. 
Rom, 2. $* 


Mak 16, Is. 


t Tim. 4. $. 
i Tim, 6, 9g, 


James 2, «, 


Jude 2 r, 


Plal,19.13514- 


CHRIST. 


1Cos. I. 18,29. 


| 


1 | "Huhandry fpiritualized; Or, 
| 
| 


CHRIST, 


Luke 19. 274 | If they will ſerve no other L'rd, 
Ia. 308, Then let it ſtand upon record 

9. Apainſt their ſouls, that they reſns'd 
[Jade My wages, and my grace abi d. 
P R emecmber thus when the) ſhall ſee 
's Pet: 3. 7+ 


ANOTHER, 


N One will deny, bat thoſe are bleſſed pains, 
Which are attended with the richtff gains. 
Grant this, and then mt clearly tis infery'd, 

Soul work to all deſerves to be preferr'd. 

This is an unknown trade, Oh, who can count, 

T'o what the gains of grdlineſs amount? © 

For one pour wh , what recks ſore ran ? * 
Some thyling as ith fire, from Sun to Sun | ey 
Where as one honr ſpent with God byi» 'R LAY 
Such heavenly treaſures, that poor ſouls bave been 
Inrich'd for ever. Eves as you ſee 

A Princes Favonrite #pon the knee 

Can in an bowr's time wed, 77 
Than all your lives ir you C47 TY 
Prayer gains are quick WHY ave tha 
Sure then the Chriſtian drives the richeſt trade. 
'Ts true, the bypocritt"that ntder we 

A ſertone trade for braven, my bankrupt Prove 
But holy ſouls which mind, and cloſely ply 

Their buſineſs, greatly are iwrith'd thereby. 

The difference 'twixt the one, and t' other: beft 

By ſach a Simile as this e 


reſt, 
At in a Summer: day you 8 | jen | 
[471 . «5 = =. * On | 


The wanton Buttetfige ang 


=_ —_ ”s © - 


| The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
| On fragrant flowers fix, whence one doth ſtrive 

T's bear bis precious lurden to the Hive : 

7 he ther « pains no profit with it brings, 

Hit time u ſpent, in painting of his wings, 

When Winter comes, the Bee hath (ull [applies, 

The other creeps into an bole and dyes. 

Like differnt events ſhall te betwixe 

The painful Saint, and lazy Notionift, 


bh —_— — 


| CHAP. 1T, 


| The Plowman ſings and whiſtles though he ſweat, Upon the 
Shall Chriſtians drop, becauſe their work is great ? a re 
— man, 


—— 


"7 
> — 


| 


OBSERVATION. 
—O the labours of Husbandmen are very great and 


toylſom, yet with what cheerfulneſs do they go through 
them? It is very delightful to bear the melody they make 
by whiſtling, as they follow the Plow ; yea, the very horſes 
have their Bells, which make a gre noiſe, Horſe; (faith! 
Mr, Faller ) will do more fir a whiſt ce, than 4 »bip z' and their, 
Bells do as it were, gingle away their wearinels, I have been 
often delighted with this Countrey mufick, whereby they 
ſweeten their hard labotrs with an innocent pleaſure, and 
verifie the ſaying of the Poet : 
Ovid. T empus in agrorum cnltu conſumere dulce eſt, 
Althou hey plow from morning until night, 
Time ſteals away with pleaſure and delight. 


APPLICATION. 
Ut how much greater cauſe have the people of God i 


| AF addreſs them unto his work, with all cheerfulneſs 
of ſpirit? And indeed, ſo fer as the heart is ſpiritual, it de- 


—_— 


— 


Husbandry fpiritualized; Or, | 

(lights in ats duties, 'Tis true, the work of 2 Chriſtian is 

- |{ painful, and much more ſpending, than the Husbdandmans (as 
; as opened Chap. 1,) but then jt as much exceeds in the de- 
lights and pleaſures that attend it, What is the Chriſtians 
| york » but with j-y ro draw water ont of the wel(s of ſalvation? 
fa. 12.3, You may ſee what a pleaſant path the path of du- 
[ty is, by the ch2erfalneſs of thoſe that have walked in then, 
"ſal, 11g. 14, I have rejvyced in the nay of thy judgmentsy. as 
| much 25 in all riches, And by the promies that -are made to 
ſach, Pſal, 138. 5. Ye, they ſhall ſing in the ways of the Lord, 
Fir great is the glory of the Lord. And again, Tow ſhall bave 4 
ſong as inthe night, when an holy ſolemnity « kept, and gladneſ! 
of brart, as when one geeth with a pipe, to come to the mountain of 
the L: 1d, tothe mighty one of Hſrael, 'Ifa. 30. 29. 
| Andlaſtly, by the many commands, whereby joy in the 
wayes of the Lord is made the duty of the Saints, Rejoxce | 
in the Lord, ye rightecs, for praiſe « comely for the upright, Pal. 
[97+ 12. Rejozce, and again ſay rejoyer, Philip. 4. 4+ Where 
|the command is doubled z yea, not only (imple rejoycing) 
but the higheſt degree-of that duty comes, within the com- | 
[mand, P/a/. 132. 9, 16. Shout for joy, all ye that «re wpright in, 
| keart, And Luke 6. 22, 23. they are did, zo leap for joy, when 
about the difficult*ſt part of their work. And that you may 
ſee there is ſuthcient ground for it, arid that it is not like the 
mad mirth of finners, be pleaſed to conhder, 
| The nature of -the work, abougwhich they are imployed 3 
it is the moſt excellent and heavenly imployment that ever | 
ſouls were acquainted with. O what a raviſhing and delight- | 
[ſom thing it is, to walk with God! And yet by this, the: 
whole work of a Chriſtian js expreſied, Gen, 17.1, Can 
any life compare with-this for pleaſure > Can they be chill, | 
that walk inthe Sun-ſhine ? or ſad, that abide in the foun- 
tain of all delights? and walk with him whoſe name is the 
Godof all comfort, 2>Cor- 1. 3. In nboſe preſence is the ful- 
neſs of joy, Pſal. n6. 11. O what an Angelical life doth a 
Chriſtian then live 1 > oh | 
Or (21y.) 1f we confider the variety of ſpiritnal imploy- 
ments, v«riera: de/eftar, Change of 1mployment, tikes off 
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« Variety of voic es ple iſe the exr | 
190t te es tne ſame meat pre pared| 
ALCS TC Palate more, ant cle ogs it tots, Bt} 
a01CC Uithes wherevwith God cn ertains 1118 
ta!” as the Word, Prayer, $16 
1? I Ol >ath thy dlig | 
as Tremelins rence: s If, thy delicate tl INgs- My /« al ( ({azth 
m—_y (ball be | li; jd, ar with marron t fatn'[ 5, Ptal.6?. 


F 
j 


; lally, If ve conhder the ſuta ku eſs of ta1s work, 
to a reg2nerate ſoul. Is it any pain for a- -bird tokyc? or a 
hiſh to 1. im? [s tae eyec > tired with beautiful © Jools: » or tne 
ar with melodious ſounds > As little can 2 ſpiritual ſoul bz 
vearied with ſpiritual and heavenly exerciles, Ru ". py a. 4 
delight in the Law of God, after er ho Gravia non $74 
ULANK In era l0c9 (faith the Philoſopher) vv ohty tin arc 
| nor acavy in their onelement, or center. wy farely, Cx0c« | 
; is the center of all gracious ſpirits, A Saint can tit —_ 
morning to night to hear diſcourſes of the love and loveli- 
neſs of Jehi 1s Chriſt, The Gght cf your thriving flecks, and} 
' flouriſhing helds,c cannot yicld y J:1 that pleat: Ire Waich an ups | 
right ſoul can find 10 one quazter of at} hours communmon 
with God. 76 Y Dat « tre after the fleſh (ſaith the Apoltle "ry 
8. 5.) 41 mink tt be tings of the fle!h, and they that ave a'tey t1 
ſpirit, 5 e things 5f the ſpirit. Bat then, look how much n2aven- 
ly odje&ts tranicen dearthly ones, and ho!smuch the ſoul 15 
t more capadle cf dghght in thoſe c objects, than the grols ans | 
(Culler ſences are 11 theirs ; fo much doth the pleaſure ariting | 
| from the duty, excel all ſcnlitive delights on earth. 
| 
REFLECTIONS. | 


| How am1l caſt and condemned by this, may I ſay ; who wg 
nev er ſavoured this ſpiritual delig} Mt m-holy. duties, When 1! ai. © 
am adoat my earthly a: m__ "ments; I cangoon uaweariedly, 
from day today ; all the way is down hill ro my nature : and! 
the wheels of my aflections| being oyled "with carnal delight, 
runs (o faſt, that they have need moſt tim es of rigging: Here 
I cather need the curb, than the ſpur. 0, 123 cet and p1M- 
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34 Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | 
ble are my ſpirits, in theſe their purſuits! But O, what a 
ſlug am in I religious duties! Sure if my heart were renewed 
by grace, I ſhould delight in the Law of God, Row. 7. 22, 
Allthe world is alive in their wayes, every creature injoyes 
his proper pleaſure; and is there no delight to be found in 
the paths cf holineſs? png only a dry root, that 
bears no pleaſant fruits? No, no, there are doubtleſs incom- 
parable pleaſares to be found therein : but ſuch a carnal heart 
as mine {ayours them not. 

The Hypecrites |} 7] cannot ſay, bt I have found delight in Religious duties, 
Refletion. [hit they have been only ſuch as rather ſprang from the 
oſtentation of gifts and applauſes of men,than any ſweet and 
real communion I have had with God through them z they 
have rather proved food and fewel to my pride, than food to 
my ſoul. Like the Nightingale I can ſing ſweetly,vhen I ob- 
ſerve others t9 liſten tro me, and be afteted with my mu- 
ſick. O, falſe deceitful heart, ſuch delight as this will end in 
howling ! Were my ſpirit right, it would as much delight in 
retirements for the 1njoyment of God, as it doth in thoſe 
duties that are moſt expoſed tothe obſeryation of man. W1ll 


| ——__—— 


ſuch a ſpring as this maintain a ſtream of affeRions, when 
carnal motives fail} What wilt thou anſwer (O my ſoul) to 
that queſtion, Job 27. 9, 10. Fill God hear bis cry when troa- 
ble comes wpon bim ? Will be —_——— in the Almighty 2 


Will be alwayes ca} upon God? at wilt thou reply to this 

ueſtion > Deceive not thou thy ſelf, O'my ſoul 1 thou wilt 
Joubtleſs be eakly perſwaded to let go that thou never de- 
lighted(t in z and from an hypocrite in Religion, quickly be- 
come an Apoſtate from Religion, 

From all this, the upright heart takes advantage to rouze| 
up its delight in God z and thus it expoſtulateth with it ſelf : 
Doth the Plowman fing amidſt his drudging labours, and 
whiſtle away his wearineſs in the fields, and ſhall I dr 
amidſt ſuch heavenly imployment? O my ſoul, what want” 
thou here, to provoke thy delight? If there be ſuch an affe- 
ion as delight in thee, methinks, ſuch an objeR; as the bleſ- 
ſedface of God in Ordinances ſhould excite it. - Ah, how 
im this ennoble all my ſervices, and make them _ 

Ike | 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 


like 1 How glad are thoſe bleſſed creatures to be imployed 
| for God? No ſooner were they created, but they ſang to- 
| gether, and ſhouted for joy, Fob 38. 7, How did they fil! 
the Air with h:avenly melody, when ſent to bring thz joyful | 
tydings of a Saviour to the world? aſcribing glory to God | 
inthe higheſt, even to the tigheſt of their powers: yea, 


nearer that pattern, the more excellent. He delighted to do 
his Fathers will, it was to him meat and drink, ſal. 40. 7. 
Jobn 4. 32, 34- 

Ya, it would not only ennoble, but facilitate all my 
duties, and be to me as wingsto a bird in flying, or ſails to 
a Ship in motion. Non tardat untta rota ; ovled wheels run 
freely 3 Or ever I was aware, my ſoul made me like the chariots 
of Aminadab, O, what is the seaſon (my God) my delight in 
thee ſhould be ſo little > Is it not, becauſe my unhelief is ſo | 
great? Rouze up my delights, O thou fountain of pleaſure ! 
and let me ſ\vim dowynthe ſtream of holy joyes induty, into 
| the boundleſs Oceanof thoſe immenſe delights that are in 
| thy preſence, and at thy right hand for evermore. 


The Poem, 


———_—— 


| Q What a (1) dull, deſpondent heart is mine? 
That takes no more (2) delight in things _ 

When all the Creatures both 1n heaven and eart? : 

"yi their (3) pleaſures, andare big with miurth. 


(4) Angels and Saints that are before the Throne 
In extahies, and raptures every one 

Perpetually is held : each blefled ſpirit 

The pureſt (5) higheſt joyes z do:h there inherit. 
The Saints on earth, in their 1mperfect ſtate ; 
Thoſe Peerleſs joys, by (6) faith do antedate. 

To nataral men, who ſavour not this pleaſure 3 

Yet bounteous nature doth unlock her treaſure 

Of (7) ſenhitive delights. Yea, ſtrange to tell ; 


this delight would make ali my duties Chriſt-like ; and the } 


{1253 13+ 


( 1) Iſa. 64-7. 
(2) Pla.94.19- 


(3)Pa.145.10 
(4) Rev.s. Wl 


(s) Mart-25321 


($)1Per. 1.8,9 | 


Bold Gnners (8) rant it all the way to hell. 


hy F+* 2 


{ray 17 
8)Job 31.11, | 


Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, 
Like fiſh that play in Jordan: filver ſtream, 
So theſe in ſenſual laſts ; and never dream 
Of that d2ad So2.to! which tht ſtream coth t end : 
And t> their pleatznes ; pats a (9) fatal end. 
Yea (1) bizds, and (2) beaſts aswell as m. 1, en joy 
Tacir innocent delights. Theſe chirp and pl: 
The cheerful birds among the b-anches fing, 
And make thezneigtbourme groges 3vith mu! "ck ring. 
With varions warvling notes th2y a'l inv Ie, 
Oar raviſht ears, with pleaſure and dz light. 
(3)Plang 6 | The ne-faln Lambs (3 ) will in a Sun-ſhive day, 
| | About their feeding Dams jump up and play, . 
| (4) Jer.2.13, | Are(4) Cifterns ſiveet ? ard 1s the fountain bitter 2 
| Or can the Sun be dark, when'glow-worms glitter? 
Have (5) inſtruments, their ſiveet me [odious airs? 
All creatures theirdzlights, and S211nts not theirs ? 
(4) Pal 4 7. Yea, thei: s (5)tranſce" id theſe ſenſual ones, as far ; 
| As noen- day Phelws doth a tivinkling ſtar. 

Why d-oop I then, may any crerture have 

Alife like mine for pleaſure > wha ere give 
? (7) Joh.15e11 The like (7 ) incouragement that Cariſt _ g1VCNg 

Todo his will on carth, as /tis in, aeave 


1 )Pſa, 104 12 
2)Fi21o4 11 


TCO om m——_—_—__ 


CHAP. IY. 


Upon the duz | Corn- Land muſt atither be 108 fat, ner poor g 


| aualiry of All- 1 / 
Ju __ The midal!r flate ſuits Leſt wrt Chriſtians ſure, 
' 


OBSERVATION, 


Usba —_— find by experience, that their arable Lands 

| may be dreſt roo much, as well as to0 little. If ene ſail 
be over _ the ſeed ſhoots up ſo much into the ſtalk, that | 
it ſe dom ears well; and if too thin and poor, it wants 1ts| 
Cue nutriment, and cgmes not to perfection, Therefore | 
their Care is to keep it'yn heart, but not tooverdreſs or un- 
_derdreſs| 


” —— 
—_— —— 
— _ 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 


derdcreſs ir, The end of all their coſt and pains about it 13 
fruit z and therefore reaſon tells th2m, that ſuch a ſtate and} 
| temperament of it, as beſt fits it for fruit, 15 veſt both for It 


| 


$ ind them. 


| 
APPLICATION. 
| 


A ddotinot ſpirit al experience teach Chriſtians, that 
med! ocrity and COMP etCency ot the things Ot 
life, belt fits them for the | fruits of obedience, which is th 
[end = excellency of their beings? A man may be ove: 
merc ed, as ivell as over 2 fied, Rar fumgant | a icibes . re tne 
[altars' Frhe rich ſeldom ſmoke, When our ourvard noy-, 
| ments are by providence ſhaped and fitted to our condition, | 
{154 ſuit i5 to the body, that ſits c:oſs and neat,neither too curt | 
'nor long z we cannot defire 2 detter condition in this world. ! 
[1s Was 1t that wite Amr requetted of God, Prov. 30.8. 9. 

' Give me neither proerty nur richer, but feed we ith ford conten 
| Heme for me, left 1 be fu'l and deny thee, and [4 #b9 i; the Lord ? 
| w left / be p39 ” and ſteal, and tabe the name of my Gid in viin, 
| Againlt oth he prayes eqx2//y, not abſo; wely.z that had been! 
his ſin, but comparatively and ſu>miſſively to the wil Il of | 
God. He had rather,if God ſee it fit,to avoid both of theſz ex=| 
treams ; but what wonld he have then? my, fod conve- 
[nic 2nt. Or, according to the Helen, give me my PF 05 
llatute-bread ; which is a Metaphor fr om dird; wich fyc up | 
Fr d downto prey for their yours, an d rv hat th ey get they di I- | 
= 1ure among them : . tacy Mring tne mcnonnto Þ te Ve 

ir lives, but not more than enough to lye molder mg in 
> gab y SUCN-A proportion A cur x fired ; and the reaſo n| 
vhy he deſired it, 18 drawn from the danger of both the ex-} 
treams. He meaſ! ared (like a wiſe Chriſtian) the converiency 


8 


; or inconveniency of bis eſtate in the wor GY dy irs ſutaolenet; | 


' or unſutableneſs to the end of his being 3 Whicn 13 the ſervice| 
' of God. He accounted tie tra 1 excellency of ms1ife to con- 
(fiſt in 1ts reference and tendency to the glory of 113God ; and 

he could not fee how a redwnd ancy, or 00 great a p* nity y = 
earthly comforts, could fit him for thatz but a middle ftate 
equally 


> a 


*  —_—— - 


38 Hushandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 

equally removed from both extreams, beſt fitted that end, 
' Andthis was all that good Jacob, who was led by the ſame 
ſpirit, looxt at, Gen. 28. 20, And Jaco?) voxed 4 von, ſay: 
ing, it God will le with mey and keep me in the way that 1 go, and | 
| wall give me? bread 19 eaty and raiment to put on, ſo that { come' 
| again £1 my fathers houſe in peace z, then ſhall the Lord be my God, 
| Poor Facub, he defires no great matters in the world, fooc 
and raiment will ſatisfie him z in ſpiritual things his defires, 
| are boundleſs, he is the moſt greedy and unſatisfied man in| 
| [the world, Hoſ.1 2-4, but in the matters of this life, if he can) 
| \getfrom God but effam & aquam, a morſe] of meat, and a| 
| moath full of water, he will not enyy the richeſt Creſ»7 or, 
| Cr-ſſ«: upon earth, Meat and drink are the riches of Chri-| 
\Cibus & pots {tians, Divitie ſunt ad legem nature conpoſita paupertas (ſaith 
ſunt divitie | Pomponins Attics) riches are ſuch a poverty or mediocrity, 
Chriftianore. | . hath enough for natares uſes; and ſuch a ſtate is beſt ac- 
| commodated, both to the condition and tothe defires of a 
Saint, 
| 1. To his condition, for what is a Saint bat a ſtranger 
and Pilgrim npon earth, a manina ſtrange Countrey tra- | 
velling homeward?So David profeſſed himſelf, P/al.1ng.19. 
[ am 4 ftranger in this earth, And ſo thoſe worthies, who are 
nov at home in heaven, Heb. x1. 13. th2y profeſſed them- 
'ſelves to be ſtrangers and Pilgrims upon earth, and to ſeek 2 
Countrey ; a viaticuw contents a traveller, he will not cum- 
ber himſelf with ſaperfluous things which would rather clog 

\andtire, thanexpedite and help him in his journey. 

It ſuits beſt with his deſires, I mean his regular and adviſed 
'defires. For, 

A gracious ſoul earneſtly defires a free condition in the 
world, he is ſenfkble he hath much work to do, a race to run, | 
and is loath to be clog'd or have his foot in the ſnare of the! 
Cares or pleaſures of this life, He knows that fulneſs expo- | 
ſes to wantonneſs and irreligion, Dent. 6.12. Hof. 13. 6. 
;'Tis hard, in the midſt of ſo many tempting objetts, to keep | 
, the golden bridle of moderation upon the afteRions, The | 
| heart of a Chriſtian, like the Moon, common!y ſufters 7 
eclipſe when jt i8 at the full, and that by the interpoſition of! 
the earth. Iri 


| 
' 
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| 


| 


lir? or richer, than to enjoy but little of it, and live a- 
| bove it ? 


| Andonthe other fide, extream poverty is no leſs ex-; 
- Þ : [ 
poſed to fin and danger, Levit. 6, 2, 3, 4+ As high and lofty 


(trees are ſabject to ſtorms and tempeſts, ſo the loweſt ſhrub; 
[to be brorvs'd on by every beaſt : and therefore, a Saint de- 
fires a juſt competency as the fitzeſt, becauſe the 'reeft ſtate. 

| Agraciousperſon defires no more but a competency, be- 
cauſe there is moſt of God's love and care diſcovered in giv- 
{ing' in our daily bread, by a daily providence. It is betwixt 
}ſucha condition, and a fulnzſs of creature-provifions in our 


It was Solomon; fulneſs that drew out and diffolved his ſpi-! 
| rits, and brought him to ſuch a low ebb in ſpirituals, that; 
| it remains a queſtion with ſome, Whether he ever recover- 
(ed it to his dying day. As 18 it the miſery of the poor to be! 
| neglected of men, ſo it is the miſery of the rich to negle&t 
(God. Who can be poorer, than to have the world, ard love' 


| hand, as it was betivixt Egype and Canaan; Egypt was Wa-' 
'ter'd with the foot from hs River [fron and fote of God 
was ſeen in that mercy ; but {anaan depended upon the devs, 
and ſhowers of heaven; and ſo, every ſhower of rain was| 
a refreſhing ſhower to their ſouls, as well as bodies. Mot 
men that have aſtock of creature-comforts in their hands, 
look upon all as coming in an ordinary natural coarſe, and 
ſee very little of God ip their mercies. Pope Adrien built a 
Colledge at Lovain, and cauſed this inſcription to-be writ- 
ten, 1n letters of gold onthe gates thereof ; Trajettum p/ants- 
vit, Lyvanium rigavit, Ceſar dedit incrementum. (i.e. ) Utrecht 
planted me, Lovain water'd me, and Ceſar gave the increaſe. 


reap and eat, and look no farther. 


cial and aſſhduous care of God for him, there is a doudle 
ſweetneſs in thoſe mercies; the natural ſweetneſs which 
comes from the creature it ſelf, every one, eyen the bea 
can taſte that as weWl as thee z but befide that, there is a ſpi- 
pro ſweetneſs, far exceeding the former, which _ but a 
iey 


—_ 


One to reprove his folly, wrote underneath, Hic Deus nibil 
fecitz Here God did nothing. Carnal men, they ſow, and 


at _ when a man ſees his mercies come in by the (| E 
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Reo ay Iritualized'; Or, 


believer taſte - and much of that comes frem the 10 monner 


mn which he receives it, becauls 1t comes (be ;it never ſo 
cou: or little) as 2 Covena t-Mercy tO 117 He hath give 
ireed t;, thc thes (tir Eine Ke 1 ever mindful of | Bis Colon, nts, 
Pſ-l,1:1,5, Luker, who mace mary a meal upcn a droiled 
tierri'%, Was Went to ſay, Alendjciuo pune bic CIV. MN, ON 
nnkhkiepuchre ſorcitnr in ety quod paſcimar pane cnn angel ts 
vitia;erna, (Friſts CE Sreramentts ; Tet us be content with 
ccu: 12 fare þ we we 1 ot the bread that came down from 


heaven? Go Ne no ot feed with Angels? A pregnant inſtance 
of the ſyeetnels of ſuch mercies, 1s given us by .a worthy 
—pih ne cf cur own, Mr. Iſazc Amiroſs. © For mine oun 
"ſrith he) however the Lord hatn ſeen cauſe to give me 
| bar a a peo, r pittan c of outivard things (for which T bleſs 
* his nawe) yet in the ipcoTe thereof, T have many times 
; * Obf erv'd io m nach cf has P & tuliar prov idence, that theredy 
© they | have Deen Ve! y mu n ſvcem? d, and my ! heart” hath 
* deen raiſed to a&mire us grace, When of late rnder an 
** hard diſpen argon which [ jadge not meet to Mention, 
Vhcrein I ſuffer'd v vieh mward peace conſcientiouſly) all 
** ſtreams of wonted ſupplies deing ſtopt, the waters of re- 
*© lizf for myſelf and fa nil ly did run low. I went to bed 
© KithTome 1; 189ermwgs an d dou! ting: of the fountains let- 
[*© ting out it ſelf for oar - refreſhing; 3 butere I did a! Wake i in 
<« the morning, a Letter was vrought to my bed fide, which 
© was (1 19ned OY A Choice friend, Mr, Ant hy nay Alb, Which 
oy eported ſome unexpette «< br reakings out of God's good- 
« nets for my comfort. Theſe are ſome of his lines —Y our 1 
« God, who hath given you an heart thankfully to record 
* your experiences of his goodneſs, doth reney Mn 
"  ryenrt incouragement. Now I ſhall report one Which 
aiſe your ſpirit towards theGod of your mercy,,c.W — 
Japon he.ſiveetly concludes, ©*© One morſel of God's provi- 
*« fon, ( eſpecially if it con unexpedt; 2d, and upon praver, 
'* yen wants are moſt) will d2 more ſiyeer to a ſpiritual re- 
© 1;h, than all former full injoyments were. 
Many mercies comeunask'd for, and they require thank- 
\\ulneſs; but when mercies come in upon prayer, and as a 
return 
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|rerarn af prayer, their ſiveetneſs more than doubles ; for 
[now its both God's bleſſing upon his own inſtitution, and 3 
ſeal ſet to his promiſe at once, Pſal, 66, 16, 17. Doudtleſs 
Hannah found more comfortin her Samuel, and Kachel in her 
N aphrhali, (the one being ask'd of God, and the other wralt- 
. [ted for with God (as their names import) than mothers or- 
dinzcily do in their children, 


REFLECTIONS. | | 
Do the people of God defire only ſo much of the crea- —_ 
ture as may fit them for the ſervice of God z, what a wretch| ing Hypoerize, 
then am 1 that have defixed only ſo much of Religion as may 
fit me to gainthe creature } As God's people have ſubjected 
all their creature-injoyments to Religion, ſo oppoſitely, O 
my ſoul, thou haſt ſubje&ed Religion to thy worldly intereſt 
and deſigns. Inſtead of eating and drinking to ſerve God, 1 
have ferved God that I might eat and drink 3 yea, I have Ai 
only a&ed beloiv Religion, but beloy reaſon alſo ; for rea-} 
ſon dictates plainly, that the means muſt never be more ex- 
| cellent than the end, Wretch that I am, to make Religion 
| a ſlave to my luſt, a ſtirrup to advancement, an artifice 
| tocarry on My carnal defigns : verily I have my reward; 
| and this 1s all the good Fam ever like to get by it. 
And no leſs ſhould the worldling tremble,to confider how - ay _— 
| he hath caſt of the duties of Religion, made them ſtand alide, | 7 © 
| and give _ to the world, Inſtead of defiring ſo much on- 
hel as might make him ſerviceable to God, he thruſts ade 
| tne ſervice of God to get as much of the world az he can, 
; who 1sſo far from making godlineſs the end of his creature- 
comforts, that he rather looks upon it as an obſtacle and hin- 
| derance to them. May not the very Heathens make me luſh?) 
| could Ariſtocle deliver this as a true rule to proſperity, to} 
| make Religion our firſt and chief care? could Arifippee lay, 
| he would rather negle& his Means than his mind> his Farm 
than _ > Will the very Mabomerans, how urgent ſoever| 
, their bukneſs be, lay it all afide, five times in the diy to! 
{ pray? yeazis it common to a Proverb among the very Papi/#s,, 
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| off a Sumpter horſe at night, that hath-been a drudge to car- 


thon haſt ſerved ! 


Husbsndry ſpiritealized ; Or, | 
that Maſs and meat hinders no man, and yet I that profeſs 
my felf a Chriſtian, thruſt one duty for every trifle ? Oh 
wretched ſoul how hath the God of this world blinded 
mine eyes ? can the world indeed do that for me, that Chriſt 
can do? hath it ever proved true to thzm that truſted it and 
doted on it? hith it not at laſt turn'd them off as men tarn 


ry their gold and filver for them all day, and at Ialt is tarn'd 
out with an empty belly and a galled back > O how righteous 
vill that ſentence of God be? Go cry to the gods whom 


And may not many gracious hearts turn in upon them- 
ſelves With ſharte and ſorrow, to conſider how unſatisfied 
they have been in that condition, that others have prefer*c 
and eſteem'd as the greateſt of all outward mercies? I have 
indeed been fed with food convenient, but not contented : 
How hath my heart been tortured from day to day with anxi- 
ous thoughts, what I ſhall eat and drink, and wherevwith! 
I and mine ſhould be cloathed ? I pretend indeed that I care: 
but for a competency of the world, but ſure T am, my cares| 
about it have beech incompetent, Come my diſtruſtful earth- 
ly heart, let me proponnd a few queſtions to thee about this 
_—_ and anſwer truly to what I ſhall now demand of 
thee. 

Haſt thou here a continuing City? art thon at home, or 
upon thy journey, that thou art ſo ſolicitous about the world? 
thy profeſſion indeed ſpeaks thee a ſtranger upon earth, but 
thy converſationa home=tveller. Eraſmus ſaid he defired\ 
honours and riches, no more than a weary horſe doth a heavy 
Cloak-bag. Would(t thou not account him a fool that would! 
victual his Ship,as mach to croſs the Channel to France, as it! 
ſhe were bound for the Eft :Indies? Alas! it will be but 2 
little while, and then there will be no more need of any 0 


theſe things. *Tis ſad, that a ſoul which ſtands at the door! 
of eternity, ſhould be perplexing it ſelf about food and| 
raiment. o 

Or, zly. Which of all the Saints haſt thon known to be 


the better for much of the world? it hath been ſome w—_ 
utter 


A 
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(The heavenly aſeof earthy things. 


utter rin. Seldom doth God ſufter men to be their own | 
carvers, but th:y cut their own fingers. To give riches a 
pleaſures to an evil man (ſaith Ariſtotle) is but to give wiae toone 
| that bath a Fever, Where there is no want, thre is uſuilly | 
much wantonneſs, What a ſad ſtory was that of Pius Quinem ; | 
When I was in a lov condition (ſaid he) I had fome com- | 
fortable hope3 of my ſalvation, but when I cameto be a Car»! 
dint, T greatly doubted of it ; but fince I came to the Pope- | 
dom, I have no hope at all, Though this poor undone wretch | 
| ſpake it out, and others keep it in, yet doubtleſs he hath ma- 
ny thouſand fellows in the world, that might ſay as much, 
would they but ſpeak the truth. 

And even Gods own people,thouugh the world hath not ex- 
cluded them out of heaven, yet it hath ſorely clog'd them in 
the way thither. Many that have been very humble, holy 
and heavenly in a low condition, have ſaffered a ſad et> ina 
full condition. What a cold blaſt have they felt coming trom 
the cares and delights of this life, to chill both their graces 
and comforts ! it had been well for ſome of God's people, 
if they had never known what proſperity meant, 

Is not this a ſad ſymptom of a declining ſtate of ſoul, to 
b2 ſo hot, eager and anxious about the ſuperfluous trifles of 
this life. Think'it thou, O my ſoul 1 that one who walks in 
the views of: that glory above, and maintains a converſation 
in heaven, can be much eaken with theſe vanities > donot the 
viſions of God vail the tempting ſplendor of the creature ! 
It was the opinion of ſome of the Schoo/men, that the reaſon 
why Adam in Paradiſe was not ſenhible of his nakedneſs, was 
becauſe he was wholly taken up in converſing with God. But 
this is certain, lively and ſweet communion with God, blunts 
and dulls the edge of the affeRions to earthly things ; and 
canſt thou be ſatisfied my ſoul with ſuch gains as are attended 
with ſuch ſpiritual lofles > 

To conclude, 1s it not diſhonourable to God, and a juſti- 
fication of the way of the world, for me that profeſs my ſelf 

Chriſtian to be as eager after riches as other men? After 
all theſe things do the nations ſeek, Mat. 6. 32. If I had no fa- 


yo m heaven, nor promiſe in the word, it were another 
G 3 mat- 


3. Qaef, 


4 Queſt, 
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(1)Ias., 


(2) Pro.30, 7, 
e, 9. 


(3) Heb.13.5- 
(4)Deur.32.15 


(5)Provy. 3©.g. 


ey 
7)Luk.$,14. 


(8) Mark.C.8, 


(9) Hab.2.6. 
(1)Pfa.119.19 
Heb.11.1314, 


(2)Jo>8.15- 
Iſa,z6.% 


(3) Heb, xz, Fo 


| 


| Or in whoſe heart thoſe anxious (7) cares abou 


6.] Will bear no more : Alas, I ſoon ſhould tire. . 


| 


matter ; but ſince my heavenly father knows what I have nee 
of, and hath charged me to be careful innothing, but only] 


tell him my wants, Phil, 4. 6. Ho'v unbecoming a thing is 
it in me to live and a&t as I have done ! Let me henceforth! 
tearn to meaſure and eſtimate my condition, rather by its| 
aſefalneſs to God, than itz content and eaſe to my flzſh; 


Py 


_ 
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The POEM. 


F (1) fruit'and ſervice be indeed the end 

' To which my being and redemption tend, 
Reaſon concludes, that Rate of all the reſt 
Which is molt ſerviceable tobe beſt, 
And ſuch aſtate experience ſheivstolye 
'Twixt (2) fulneſs, and a pinching poverty. 
This golden Mean, is worth a golden Mine ; 
He that hath this, ſhould be (3 aſham*d to whine, 
The full-fed Chriſtian like the (4.) Ox ith (lall, 
Is no Way fit to work or plow withal. 
And (5) penury like Pharoab's leaner kine, 
Devours the fatteſt portions of our time, 
That man with whom this earthly (6) pleafure's foand, 


” — 


And yet can walk by Scripture-rule and line, 
Will need a better head and heart than mine, 

A ſingle ($8) ſtaff the traveller may find 

Of uſe, and ſervice; but if you ſhould bind 

A bundle of them to his back, they'l make 

Him lack his pace and cry my ſhoulders (9) ake, 
I am a(1) traveller, this world's my way- 

A ſingle ſtaff may be of uſe toſtay 

My feeble body, if it do not crack, 

By too hard (2) leaning on it 3 but my back 


And-more than (3) one I cannot well defre, 
| Lord, 


i. 


ll — 
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Lord, to (4) preſcribe to thee becomes me not) 

I rzther do (5 ) ſubmit unto my (5) lot ; 

But yet let condeſcending grace admit 

| Thy ſervants (7) ſuit chis once) and this 18 if, * 
The ſtaff of bread (8) convenient let me have, 

And manage it (9) diſcreetly 3 ſo 't vill ſave 

Thy feeble ſervant from the mire and (1) dirt, 

But more or leſs than this may do me hurt. 

Or if thou ſay thy ſervant ſhall have none, 

Then ſtrengthen faith that I may go (2) alone. 
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Spent barren Land you can reſtore and newriſh, 
decayed Chriſtians God can cauſe to flouriſh, 


VV Hen Land'is ſpent out by tillage, or for want of ma- 
nuring, . the careful Husbandman hath many wayes 
to recover and bring it in heart again. Helets it lye fallow 
togive it reſt, and time to recover it ſelf, carries out his 
ſand, lime and compoſt, to refreſh and quicken it again, and 
in paſture and meadojy ground,will waſh it (if poſſible) with 
a current of water, or the float of the wayes aſter a fall of 
rain, which isto the earth asa ſpring of new bloud to a con- 
ſumptive body. He cuts down and Fills the weeds that ſuck 
it out, and'cauſes them to make reſtitution of what they have 
purloined from it,byrotting upon the place where they grew. 
As careful are they to recover it when it is ſpent, as an honeſt 
Phyfician is of his Patient in a languiſhing condition, for he 
knows his field will be as grateful to him, and fully requite 
his care and coſt, 


—— —— — 


OBSERVATION. 


APPLI1- 


(4) Jo> 31,24. 
(5) Ia.47.4, 
(6)Pſa.16.5, 
647% 

(7)Gen 18-33 


; (E)Proy zo, 8, 
(9) Eccl6, z+ 


| 


(1) Progzo.s. 


(z) Hab.z, 19. 


Upen the im- 
proverent of 
vad ground. 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 


APPLICATION, 


| A man's, ſo God's Hasbandry is ſometimes ont of caſe, | 


not by pon many crops, but too fewv. The my-! 
frical Hnshandman hath ſome fields «(I mean) particular ſo- 
cieties and perſon) who were once fragrant and fruitful like! 
'a field which God had blefſed, but are now decayed and! 
[grown barren; whoſe gleanings formerly, were more than| 
| their vintige now ; the things that are in them are ready to! 
dyz, Rev. 3+ 3. 'Tis poſhble, yea, too common for gracious | 
fonts to b2 reduced to a very loiv ebb, both of graces and 
comforts ; hoiv loiy I will not ſay : Oar Britiſh Divines tell| 
us, That grace indeed cannot be 
Gratia nec totaliter intermit= totally intermitted , nor fi- 
titur , nec finaliter amittitur. nally loſt ; but there may be 
| Altar cmittitur, habitas non an omiſſion of the a&, though 
How far true | amzittitur. Attio pervertizur, not an omifion of the Bron 
n_ fides non ſubvertitar. Concu- at may be perverted, though 
izyer may fail, tityr, non excutitur. Defluit the faith cannot be Land ; 
fruttar, latet ſucens. Jus ad 1t May de ſhaken in, thoughnot 
jregnum amittunt demerito- ſhaken outz its fruits may 
USL efeftive. Effettm fall, but its ſap lyes hid in the 
| juſtifications ſuſpenditur, at root ; they demerit the loſs of 
[ſtarms juſtificati non diſſolvi= the kingdom, but loſe it not 
'ear. Suff. Britt. effeively : the effeR of juſt;- 
fication may be ſu but 
the ſhate of the juſtified cannot be diſſolved. 
| Certain it is, one that like Pazl hath beenrapt up with 
joy, even to thz third heavens, and cryed, am more than a 
| conqrercr, who ſhall ſeparate we fram the love of God ? may at 
another time lye mourning as at the gates of death, Cry 


'O wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
this dearth? One that hath walked in ſiveet communion with 
God, ſunning himſelf inthe light of his conntenance , mar | 
 afterivards walk in darkneſs, and ſer no light, Tſa. 50. 10. He 


that hath caſt anchor within the vail, and rode ſecurely in or 


{peaceful harbour of aſſurance, may ſeem to feel his anchor 
| 0 


———_ 
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The heavenly ufe f carthh things. 


of hope come home to him, ard go adrift into the ſtormy 
Ocean again, crying with the Church, Lam, 3, 18. Afy hope 
us periſhed from tl e Lord, His caim and clear Air may be over-! 
calt and clouded, yea filled with ſtorms and tempelts, light -| 
nings and thunders ; his graces, like under-ground floivers 
j4n = Winter, may all diſappear, and hide their Ro 

heads, 
To Ged he may ſay, 1am caſt out of thy fight; I know| 
_ canſt do much, but wilt thou ſheiv wonders to the 

dead? 
To the Promiſes he may ſay, you are ſweet things indeed, 
but what have I to do with you ? I could once indeed rejoyce| 
in you, as My portion z b..t nov I doubt I graſped a ſha- 
dow, a fancy i'ſtead of you. To Saints he may ſay, turn 
away from me, labour not to comfort me, O do not ſpill 
{ your precious ointments of conſolation upon my head ; for 
! what have I todo with comfort ? To former experiences, he: 
| may ſay in his haſte, you are all lyars, To the /rzhe of God's 
countenance, he may ſay, farewel ſweet light, I ſhall beho!d 
thee no more, To Satan, he may ſay, O mine enemy, thou 
halt at laſt prevailed againſt me, thou art ſtronger than I, and; 
haſt overcome. To Duties and Ordinances, he may ſay, where 
is the ſweetneſs I once found in you ? you were cnce {veeter 
to me than the honey comb z but now as taſlles,as the white 
of an egg. O ſad relapſe ? deplored change | quanizm muta- 
ena ab illo? | 
But will God leave his poor creatures helpleſs in ſuch a 
caſe as this > Shall their leaf fall, their branches wither, 
their joy, their life, their heart depart? will he ſee their, 
graces fainting, their hopes gaſping, the new creature pant-' 
! 10g, the things that are in them ready todye, and will he not 
| regard it? yes, yes, There is hope of a trer if it be cut down, and, 
| the 160: thereof wax old in the earth, yet by the ſcent of water it 
will bud, and bring forth beughs, like a plant, Job 14. 8, 9. This, 
poor declined ſonl, as ſad as it fits at the gates of hell, may; 
rouze up it ſelfatlaſt, and ſay to Saran that ſtands triumpi- 
Ng over him, Rejoyce not over me, O mine enemy, for though 1 
| fall, yet I ſhall ariſe ; though I fit in darkneſs, the Lord yy 
fn 


! 
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Hasbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | 
[light wnro me, Mich.7. 8, He may raiſe-up himſelf upon his; 
| bed of languiſhing for all this, and ay to God, though thou 
| haſt chaſtnea me ſore, yet haſt thou not given me over unto death, | 
'| He may turn about to the Saints, that have mourn?d for| 
| him, and with a lightſom countenance ſay, I fall not dye but 
Live, and declare the works of the Lord, He may ſay to the Pro! 
miſe:, you are the true and faithful ſayings of God, my un-| 
belief did bely yon, 1 ſaid inmy haſte you were lyars, but: 
I eat mv words, Iam aſhamed of my folly. Surely, O ſoul," 
there 13 yet hope in thine end, thou mayſt be reſtored, P/al. 
23. 3. thou maylt yet recover thy verdure, and thy dei be; 
as the dew of herbs, For, 
Is he not thy father , and a father fall of compaſſiors and 
|bowels? And can a father ſtand by his dying child, ſee his 
[fainting fits, hear his melting groans, and pity-begging looks; | 
| and not help him z eſpecially having reſtoratives by him, | 
|that cando it ? Surely, 4s 4 father pities bis own children, ſo! 
will thy God pity ther, Pal, 103. 12, 13+ He will ſpare thee, as 
p father ſpareth his own ſon that ſerves bim, Mal, 3. 37. Heark, 
bowelsyernq [ hve ſurely brard Ephraim bemoaning 
himſelf, u not Ephraim my dear ſon ? s be not a pleaſant child ?/ 
for fince I ſpake againſt him, I ds earneſtly remember bim ſtill, I| 
will ſurely bave mercy on him, Jer, 31, 20. 
Doth he not knory thy life would be altogether uſeleſs to} 
him, if he ſhould not reſtore thee > what ſervice art thou fit! 
to perform to him, in ſuch a conditio!: 2 Thy daye: will con-| 
ſume like ſmoke , whilſt, thy heart ts ſmitten and withered like | 
graſs, Pſal. 103. 3, 4+ Thy moneths will be moneths of va- 
nity, they will fly away, and ſee no good, Job 9. 3, If he will' 
Int quicken thee agin, then thou muſt call upon his name, 
Pſal. 80,18. but in a dead and languiſhing condition, thou 
art no more fit for any work of God, than a fick man is ſor 
manual labours; ard ſurely he hath not put thoſe precious 
| and excellent graces of his Spirit within thee for nothing ; 
they were planted there for fruit and ſervice, and there'ore| 
doubtleſs he will revive thee again, | 
Yea, dolt thou not think he ſees thine inability to bear; 
ſuch a conditionlopg ? he knoivs ey ſpirit would Fail before | 
bim, | 


b 


{how his 


| Lu—__— uy 


| — 
bim, and the ſonl which be (hath made, Ta. $7.16. David told; 
him as much, in the like condition, Pſal. 143. 7, 8. Her me 
ſpeedily, O Lord, for my ſpirit faileth ;, hide not thy face from me, 
leſt [ be likg unto thoſe that go down into the jit ; q.d. Lord, make | 
halte and recover My languiſhing ſoul ; otherwiſe, whereas 
_ haſt now a fick child, thou wilt ſhortly have a dead 
cbild. 

And in like manner Job expoſtulated with him, J-5 6. x, 
2, 3,11, 12. Aly grief & heavier than the ſand of the Ser, my 
words are ſwallowed wp, for the arrows of the A'mighty are nithin 
me ; and the poyſon thereof drinks up my ſpirits : the terror: f 
God do ſet themſelves in array agtinſt me, what is my ſtreng! 
that I ſhould bope ? is my ſtrength the ſtrength of ſtones? or are 
my bines of braſs? So Chap. 7. 12+ Am 1 aSea, or 4 Whale? 
&c. Other troubles a man may, but this he cannot bear, 
Prov. 18. x4, And therefore doubtleſs ſeaſonable and gra- 
ci00s revivings Will come, He mill: not ftir wp all bis wrath, for 
be remembers thew art but fleſh; a wind that paſſeth away, and 
cometh not again, Pſal. 78.38, 39. He hath wayes enough to 
do it, if he do but unvail his bleſſed face and make it ſhine 
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again moon thee, thou art ſaved, Pſal. $0. 3. the manifeſta- 
his 


tions love, will be to thy ſoul, as ſhowers to the parch- 
edgraſs; thy ſoul that now droops, and hangs the wing, ſhall 
then revive, and leap for joy, Iſa, 61. 1- A new face ſhall 
come upon thy graces, they ſhall bud again, and bloſſom as 
a roſe ; if ke do hut ſend a ſpring of auxiliary grace into " Gratis gratiam 
ſoul, to atuate the dull habits of inherent grace, the work |poſtular, 

is done z then ſhalt thou return to thy firſt works again, Aev, 
2+ 4,.5+ and ſing, as inthe dzyes of thy youth. 


REFLECTIONS. 


O this is my very caſe, ſaith many a poor Chriſtian z this 
my ſoul languiſhes and droops from day to day : *tis 1 
news j , that God both can and wall reſtore my ſoul, 
but ſad that I ſhould fall into ſuch a ſtate, How unlike am I 
to what once I was? Surely, as the old men wept, when they 
law how ſhort the ſecond Temple came of the glory = the] 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | 


firlt, ſo may T fit down and weep bitterly, to conſider how! 


much my firſt love, and firſt duties excelled the pre- 
ſent. For, © : 
Is my heart ſo much in heaven now, as it was wont to be ? 


Say, O my ſoul 1 doſt thon not remember, when like the 
| beloved Diſciple thou layeſt in Jeſms boſom ? how didit thou 
ſveeten communion with him > how reſtleſs and impatient 
waſt thon in his abſence! Divine withdraiwments were to 
thee as the hell of hell: What a burden was the world tc 
me in thoſe dayes! Had it not been for conſcience of my 
duty, I could have been willing ro let all lye, that commu- 
nion with Chriſt might ſufter no interruption, When T awa- 
ked in the night, how was the darkneſs inlightned by the 
heavenly glimpſes of th2 countemnce of my God upon me ? 
How did his company ſhorten thoſe hours, and beguil the 
ted:ouſneſs of the night? O my ſoul, ſpeak thy experience, | 
i$1t now as it as then y No, no, thote dayes are paſt and 
gone, and thou become much a ſtranger to that. heaven! 

life. Art thou able with truth- to deny this charge > When 
 occafionally I paſs by thoſe places, which were once to me 
as Facol'”s Bethel to him : 1 ſigh at the remembrance of for- 
mer paſlages herwixt me and heaven there z and ſay with Fob, 
Chap. 29, O that it were with me as in moneths paſt, as in 
the « 5s when God preſerved mrs when hu c:ndle ſhined wpon my 


{heady when by his light 1 walked through darkneſs, when the A1-| 


mighty was yet with me, when I put on righteouſneſs and it cloath- 
ed me, when my glory was freſh in me ! when I remember theſ 
tings, my ſoul ts prared ont within me. 

Is thy obedience to the commands of Chriſt, and motions. 
to duty, as free and cheerful as they were wont to be? Call 
to mind, my ſoul, the times when thou waſt born down t 
ſtream of love to every duty, if the Spirit did but whiſper! 
to thee, ſaying, Seek my face, how did my ſpirit eccho to his 
| calls? ſaying, Thy face Lord will I ſeek, Pal, 27, 8. If God 
had any work to be done, how readily did I ofter my ſervice? 
Heream I Lord, ſend me. My ſoul made me as the charjot* 
of Aminadab ; Tove oyled the wheels of my afte&tions, anc| 
his commandments were not grievoms, 1 Joh, 5.3. Now rarde! 
Wnce. 


—— 
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anttarore. There were no ſuch quarrellings with the come 
mand, no ſuch excuſez and delayes as there are now. No, | 
ſuch was my love to Chrilt, and delight to do his will, that 
I could no more keep back my ſelf from duty, thana man} 
that's carryed away in a crowd. | 

Or laſtly, tell me, O my ſoul, doſt thou bemoan thy ſelf, | 
or grieve {0 tenderly for fin, and for grieving the holy Spirit 
of God, as thou waſt wont to do? When formerly I had| 
fallen by the hand of a w__ how was I wont tolye | 
intears at the Lord's feet, bemoaning my ſelf? how did I; 
haſten to my cloſet, and there cry like Ezra, Chap. 9.6. 
O my God, 1 am aſhamed, and bluſh to look np wnzothee, How did 
[ ſigh and weep before him, and like Ephraim, ſmite upon my 
thigh, ſaying, What have [ done > Ah my ſoul ! hoiy did(t thou 
work, {trive, and caſt about, how to recover thy ſelf again? 
haſt thou forgotten, boy thou wouldſt ſometimes look up 
kind ſigh bitterly? Ah1 what a God have I provoked > what | 
love and goodneſs have I abuſed? ſometimes look in, and 
weep, Ah! what motions did I withſtand 2 what a good ſpi- 
rit have I grieved? Ah, my ſoul, thou wouldſt have abhorr'd 
thy ſelf,thou couldſt never have born it, had thy heart been as 
ſtupid and as relentleſs then as now, If ever a poor ſoul had 
reaſon to diſlolye it ſelf into tears for its fad relapſes, 1! 
have. 

But yet mournnot; O my ſoul, as one without hope. Re- 2. 
member, There is bepe in Iſrael concerning this thing. As lov | A ſupporting 
as thy condition 1s, 1t is not deſperate, 1t 1s not a diſcaſe that Retiecuon, 
ſcorns a Remedy 3 many a man that hath been ſtretcht out 
for dead, hath revived again, md. hQ@d many a comfortable 
day inthe world 3 many a tree that hath caſt both leaf and 
fruit, by the skill of a prudent Husbandman, hath been reco-| 
vered again, and made doth flouriſhing and fruitful. Ts it not | 
eaher think'ſt thou, to recover 4 langiiſhing man to health, | 
thin a dead man to life? and yet this God did for me, Eph. 
2-1, 1s any thing too hard for the Lord? Thixgh my ſoul Gras] 
nigh to the pit, and my life to the deſtrojers, yet be can ſend me 1 
meſſenger, one among 4 thenſand, thas ſhall declare tome my ny- | 
rightneſs 3 then ſhall bt deliver me from going down into the pit, 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, 

my fleſh ſhall be freſher than a childes , and I ſhall return to. the 
dayes of my youth, Job 33.22. Though my flouriſh, and much 
of my fruit roo be gone, and 1 am a withering tree ; yer as 
long as the root of the matter 151n me, taere 15 mor 

hope of ſuch a poor decayed withered tree, than of the hy- 
pocrite that wants ſuch a root, in all his glory and bravery. 
| His Sun ſhall ſer, and never riſe againz but live in expecta- 
tion of a ſveet,morning, after this dark night. 

| Rouze up therefore, © my ſoul, ſet thy faith a work on 
Chriſt for quickning grace, ſor he hath life in. hamſelf, and} 
' quickens whomfoever he will, Job. 9-38. Stir up that little! 
Which remains, &ev. 3. 2+, Haſt-thou not ſeen lively flames 
proceed from gfimmering and dying ſparks, when carefully 
collected- and blown up? get among the molt lively and 
, quickrung Chriſtians z as iron ſharzens iron, ſo will theſe ſet an 
| *dge upon chy dull offeftions, Prov. 27+ 17, AQts 18. 15.. But! 
above-all,cry mightily to the Lord for u_—_— he will! 
; not deſpiſe thy cry. The moans of a diſtrefled child, work 
'upon the bowels of a tender father. And-be ſure to keep} 
within thy view, the great things of eternity, which are rea-| 
 dy-to be revealed ; live in the believing and. ſerious con-| 
 templationss of them, and be dead if thou canſt. "Tis true, 
thou haſt reaſon enough from thy condition,. to be for ever 
humbled ; but no zeaſon at all from thy God,to be in the leaſt] 


difcouraged, | 
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The Poem. 


'Hon mm 1.01 _ ' 

' A wort lot 2 . 
Whom ſpecial hoy did be COA 
Divige (3) from natures wilderneſs- 
Then did the (4) Sun-ſhine of. thy face, 
And ſweet (5) illapſes of thy grace 
Like (6) April ſhowers, and warmung gleams- . 
Diſtil its dews, reflect its beams. 
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My dead (7) aitect.ons then ere green, (3) jer.2.3, 
And hopetul (8) budson them were ſeen : (4) Cant. 7.12 
Theſe into duties ſoon were ( 9) tarn'd 
In which my heart within me (10 burn'd. (9) (ras I 
O halcyon dayes} thrice happy ſtate ! | 34-33 
Each place ivas (1) Bethel, heavens gate- (1)Gen.28 
What ſiveer diſcourſe } what heavenly (3) talk | 126; wu | 
Whilſt with thee I did daily (3) walk! (2) Exod.34. 
Mine eyes o'zeflow, my heart doth (4) fink 1 39. 
As oft ason thoſe dayes I think. ( A _—_ 
For { 5.) lrangneſs now is got betveen )C ap 
My Gedand me, as may be ſeen | 
By what is (6 ) now, and what was then ; 6) Rev.a.g, | 
'Tis juſt as if I were (4) tvo men. & » Chr.19.3 | 
My fragrant branches ($) blaſted bez 8) Pla.tos.g, 
No fruits like thoſe that I can ſee. . 
Some (9) Canker-worm lyes at my root, 9) la.$9.2. 
Which (1 )fades my leaves, deſtroyes my fruit. tr Iſa.64.6 
My ſoul is (2) baniſhed from thy fight, ' (Cs) Pial.88.6, 


For this it (3) mourneth day and night. 
Yet why dolt thou (4) deſponding lye ? 
With (5 ) Joneb caſt a backward eye. 

Sure inthy God help may be had, 

There's precious ( 6) balm in Gilead. 

That God that made me ſpring at firſt, 
When I was barren, and (7) accurſt ; 

Can much more cakly (8) reſtore 

My foul e what it was before. 

'Twas ('g) Heman': (1) Job"; (2) and David": caſe, 
Yet all recover'd were by grace. 

A word, a (3) ſmile cn my poor ſoul ; 
Will make it perfeR, ſound, and whole. 

A (4) glance of thine hath ſoon difloly'd 

A ſoul in fin, and grief involv'd. 

Lord, if thou, (5). canſt not work the cire, 
I am contented to endure. 


| v4 

6) Pla. 57.2. 
4) Pla.q2.11 

(s) Jon.2,4. 


(6) Jer 8.32. 


(7) Ezek.16.4 
(8) Pla.zz.3. 


(5) Jer.2. 19. 
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CHAP. VI. 


No skill can mend the miry greund, and ſure 
Some ſculs the Goſpel leaves as pait 4 enre, 


OBSERVATION. 


Lthongh the induſtry and skill of the Hushandman can 

make ſome ground that was uſeleſs and bad, good for 
ullage or paſture, and improve that which was barren, and 
by h1: coſt and pains make one Acre worth ten z yet ſuch 1; 
the nature of ſome rocky or miry ground, where the water 
ſtands, and there is no way to cleanſe it, that it can never be 
made fruitful. The Husbandman is fain to let it alone, as an 
incurable piece of waſte and worthleſs ground ; and though 
tie $'mn and clouds ſhed their influences on it, as well as up- 
on better Land, yet that doth not at all mend it. Nay, the 
more ſhowers it receives, the worſe it proves. For theſe do 
no way fecundate or improve it z nothing thrives there, but 
vortaleſs flags and ruſhes, 


APPLICATION. 


M*” alſo there are under the Goſpel, who are given o- 
ver by God to jadical blindneſs, hardneſs of heart, a 
reprobate ſenſe, and perpetual barrenneſs ; ſo that hoy ex- 
cellent ſozver the means are which they enjoy, and ho ef- 
ficacious ſoever, to the converſion, edification and ſ11Ivation 
of others ; yet they ſhall never do their ſoals good; Ezek, 
47+ 9, 11. Every thing mhereſorver the River comes ſbi] live, 
but the miry places theres}, and the wuriſhes thereof Jhall mrty be | 
healed, but be given to ſalty (i, e,) given to an obſtinate and | 
everlaſting barrenneſs. Compare Dexr- 9. 23, . theſe ya- 
ters, ſaith judicious Mr. Strong, underſtand the dofrine of 
oſpel z as Rev. 28, 2+ a River ef water of life, clear vs 
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Chriſtal, Hic fluvies oft Werrima dethrina Chriſti, ſaith Mr. 
Brightman, This River is the molt fruitful do&rine of Chriſt, 
yet theſe waters do not heal the miry mariſh places, (i, e.)] 
men that live unfruitfully under Ordinances, who are com- 
pared to miry and mariſh places in three reſpects. 

(1) In mary places, the water hath not free paſſage, but 
ſtands and ſeteles there. So itis with theſe barren fouls ; 
therefore the Apoſtle prayes, that the Goſpel may run and be 
glorified, 2 7heſ.3.1. The word isſaid to run, when it mee's; 
with no ſtop, Cas libere propagatur, when it 1s freely propa- 
gated and runs through the whole man z when it meets with 
| no ſtop either inthe mouth of the ſpeaker, or hearts of the 
hearers, as it doth in theſe. 
| (2) Ina miry place, the earth and water is mixt together; 
this mixtufe makes mire. So when the truths of God do 
mix with the corruptions of men, that they either hold ſome 
truths, and yet live in their luſts, or elſe when men do make; 
ufe of the truths of God to juſtifie and plead for their 
ins, Or, 

(3) When as in a miry place, the longer the water ſtands; 
init, the worſe it grois; ſo the longer men abide under; 
Ordinances, the more filthy and polluted they groiv : Theſe; 
are the miry places that cannot be healed, their diſeaſe is ins! 
curable, deſperate. 

O this is a ſaccaſe, and yet very common! Many perſons 
are thus given over, as incorrigible and hopeleſs, Kev. 22.11.; 
Let bim that « filthy, be filthy ſtill. Jer, 6. 29, Reprobute ſilver | 
ſhall men call them, far the Lord hath rejefted them. Ia. 6. Go 
make the htart of this perple fat, their ears dull, &C, 

Chriſt executes by the Goſpel that curſe upon many ſouls, 
which hz denounced againſt the fig-tree, Mu, 21. 19. Le: 
ne ſruit Fo 01 thee _— for ever, and immediately the fig- 
tree withered away. T1 be given up to ſuch a condition, 18 a 
| fearful judgment indeed, a curſe with a witneſs ; the ſum of 
all plagues, miſeries and judgments, a fatal ſtroke at the root, 
it ſelf, It's a wo to have 2 bad heart, (ſaithone) but- it's the 
depth of io, to have a heart that ſhall never be made better.] 
[To be barren under the Goſpel is a ſore judgment; - to, 
ave 
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have that pertinax ſterilitas, a pertinacious barrenneſs ; this is 
to be tyice dead, and pluckt up by the root, as Fade 
ſpeaks. 

"ood to ſhe you the woful and miſerable ſtate and plight] 
of ſuch men, let the following particulars bz 1verghed. 
(1) Its2 firoke at the-ſoul it ſelf, an invard ſpiritual judg- 
ment ; and by how-much the more inward and ſpiritual any 
judgment is, by ſo much the more dreadful and Jamentable. | 
As ſoul-mercies, are the beſt of mercies ; ſo, ſoul-judge- 
ments, are the ſaddeſt of all judgments, If it were butatem- 
poral ſtroke upon the body, the loſs of an eye, an ear, a hand, 
a foot, theagh in it ſelf 1t would be a conlideradle loſs ; yet 
it vere nothing to this. Omnia Deus dedit duplicia,(ſaith Chry- 
ſoſlom) ſpeaking of dodily members ; God hath given men 
donble members, twoeyes, if one be toſt,-the other ſu 
plies its wants ; rvo hands, tio ears, tio feet, that the fail- 
ing of one,-may be ſupplyed by the help of the otherzaniman 
vero nam ; but one ſoul, if that periſh, there is not another 
to ſupply its loſs. 'The ſoul, ſaith a Heathen, is the man, that 
which 1s ſeen is not the man. The Apoſte calls the body, a 
vile body, Phil: 3. 21+ andſo it is compazed with the ſoul ; 
and Daniel calls it the Sheath, which is but a contemptible 
thing to the ſword, which is in it, -O it were far better that 
many oodies periſh, than one ſoul z that every member were 
made the ſeat, and ſubject of the moſt exquiſte torture, than 
ſuch a judgment ſhonld fall upon the ſoul. 

(2 ) It's the ſevereſt ſtroke God can inflit upon the ſoul 
in this life, to give it up to barrenneſs; becauſe it cuts off 
all hopes, fruſtrates all means, nothing can be a bleſſing to 
him. If one come from the dead, if Angels ſhould deſcen{ 
from heaven to preach to him'; there is no hope of him. If 
God ſhut up a man, who can open? Feb 13. 14. As there was 
none found in heaven or earth, that could open the ſeals of 
that book, Rev, 5. 5. ſo is there no opening by the hand of 
the moſt able and skilful Miniſtry, thoſe ſeals of hardneſs, 
blindneſs and unbelief, thus im reſled apon the ſpirit. Whom 
juſtice ſo locks up, mercy will never let oat. This is that 
which makes up the eAnathems Alaranatha, 1 Cor, 16, 23. 
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(wtech is the dreadfulleſt curſe in all the book of God, ac- | 

/carſed till the Lord come, | 
| (3) 'Tis the moſt indiſcernable ſtroke to themſelves,that 
[can be, and by thatſo much the more” deſperate. Hence 
(there is ſaid to be poured out upon them the ſpirit of lumber, | 
1 1.29.-10.7he Lord bath poured ont upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep, 
14nd hath cloſed yuur ey:+. Atontanar renders it, The Lord hath 
mingled upon you the ſpirit of deep Neep. And ſoit is an 
allutzon to a ſoporiferons Medicine mingled, and made up of | 
opizm andfuch like ſtipifadtive ingredients, which caſts a 

| man into ſuch a dead (leep, that do what you will to him, | 
he feels, hz knoivs it not, Mike their eyes bravy, and their 
es dull 5- loft they ſhonld fer, and he ir, and be converted, 102. 6: 
9, ro This isthe heatrwhich cannot repgnt, which is [po- 
ken of, Kin v. 5, For 'm:n are not ſenfibfe at all cf this 
| judgment, they do not in the leaſt ſaſpedt it, and that is 
; thitir miſery.” Though they be curſed trees which ſhall never 
dear any fruit to/life,, yet thany times they bear abundance 


0F ne&pleaſint'Fuits to the eye, excellent gifts and 
rate indOVvintents 7” and theſe deceive and andsthem. Mat. 


7-212" Wy have » ag in thy name ; this makes the wound | | 
| deſperate, that there is no finding of .it, no probe to 

| ſearchie,” 
| (4+) "Tis a ſtroke that cuts off from the ſonl all the com- 

\ foft and ſwEetnelſs of Religion. ' Aman may pray, Lea?, and| 
| corffer, but-all thoſe d:1ties are dry ſtalks unto [ot which| | 
| red no'meR, ' rio ſolid ſubſtantial nutriment 3 ſome com-| 

| morrtouches mpon the affeAions he may ſometimes find in du- | 
[ty the melting voice or Rhetorick of the Preacher may | 
| p*rhaps ſtrike bie natural affetions, as another Tragical !to- 
' ry pxthetical'y delivered mzy do z but to have any rezl com- | 
mimidn with God irf Ordinances, any "diſcoveries or vers | 
of the beauty of the Lord in them, that he cannot have; | 
| for thefe are the ſpecial effe&s and operations of the Spirit, 
whictare alwayes reſtrained. | 
|" God hath ſaid toſach, as he did to them, Gen. 6. 3. M1 f | 
| ſpirit ſhall no longer frive with them ; and then what (weetneſs | 
| iftherE tr Ordinances F What is the Word ſeparated from! r | 
4. BY [ 
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ihe Sparit, but adead Letter ? it's the Spirit that quickens, 
'2 Cur. 3. 2, Friend, thou muſt know that the Goſpel work 
' not like 4 natwral cauſe upon thoſe that hear it; 1f ſo, the ef- 
; f2* would alvajes follos, unleſs miraculoufiy Nope and 
hinJred 3 but it works like 4 mr inſtituted cauſes Whoſe effi- 
'AacCy aid ſucceſs dep-nds upon the arbitrary concurrence of 
th: Spirit with it. The wind blons nheve it liſteth, ſo u ever: 
' one £241 ts born of the ſpirit, Joh. 3.8. Of bis own will begat &: 
lus by tle word f rs. Þ, Ordinances are as the pool of Berbeſds, 
which had its healing vertue only when the Angel moved the 
| waters 3 butthe Spirit never moves ſavingly upon the wa- 
|rers of O: dinances, for the healing of theſe ſouls, how ma- 
ny years ſoever they lye by them, Though others feel a Di- 
yine power in them, yet they ſhall not, As the men that 
travelled with Pas/, when Chrilt appeared to him from hear 
ven, they ſaw the light, but heard not the voice, which he 
heard to ſalvation : $0 it is with theſe, they ſee the Mini- 
ſers, hear the words, which are words of calvation to others, 
but not ſo to them. Concerning theſe miſerable ſouls, we 
may ſigh and ſay to Chriſt, as Afrthe did concerning her 
brother Lazar; Lord, if thou hadlt been here, in this Ser- 
mon, or in this prayer this ſoul had not remained dead. But 
| here is the woe that lyes upon him, God is departed from the 
| means, and none can help him. 
| (s-) 'Tis ſacha ſtroke upon the ſpicit of man, as is a 
fearful fign of his eternal reprobation. 'Tis-true, we cannot 
| ns ſay of a man in this life, he is a reprobate, one 
{that God will never ſhe'y mercy to; but yet there are ſome 
; probable marks of it upon ſome m2n in this world, and they 
'areof a trembling conſideration where-ever they appear ; 
! of which this is one of the ſaddeſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3- If wr Gaſpe. 
i be hid, 'tus bid to thoſe that are loft, in whom the God of this wor(d 
bath b/jnded the —_—y them which believe nt ; leſt the light of 
|tbe gloriana G ſpel of Chriſt, who ts the image of God,, ſhould ſhin 
wnto them, So A, 13. 48. Ar many 4; were ordained unto eter- 
nal life believed. Te believe nat, becauſe ye are not of my ſheep, Joh. 
10. 25. And again, At. 13.11. To you it # given to know tht 
myſteries of the Kingdoms, bus to chews it is nat given. Thete can- 
not 
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not be a more dreadful Character of a perſon mark:d out for 
wrath, than to continze under the Ordinances, az the Rocks 
and miry places do under the nitural influences of hzaven. 
| Wnat bleiled opportunities had Fader? he was under Chriſt's 
| own Miniſtry, he often heard the gracious words that pro- 
| ceeded out of his mouth ; he was night and day in his compa- | 
ny, yet vever the better : and why? becauſe he was the /on | 
of perditiom ; that is, a man appointed to deſtruRtion nd 
wrath. 

(6.) and laſtly, toadd no more. *Tis ſuch a ſtroke of God 
upon the ſouls of men, az immediately foreruns hell and 
damnation, Heb. 6. 8. Bat that abich bearerh thorns and bryar, 
i rejetted, and nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be barnt. So 
that look as ſome Saints in this world, have had a prelibation 
or foretalte of heaven, which the Scriptu'e calls the earneſt of 
ſro Spiric 3 ſothis is a precurſor of hell, a ſign of wrath at 

the door, We may ſay of it, as *tis ſaid of thz pale horſe in 
the Keve'4:iony that hell follows it. If « win abide not in me, 
|ecaith Chriſt, Fobn 15. 6.) be # caft forth as a branch and wi- 
thered ; which is the very ſtate of theſe barren, curſed ſouls. 
And what follows? Why, ſaith he, men gather them, and 
caſt thzm into the fire, and they are burned. Lo, this is the 
vengeance which the Goſpel executzs upon this barren 
ground. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Well then, bleſſed be God that made me feel the ſaving 


gifts, though T have a dull underſtanding, a leaking memory, | ©" 
a ſtammering tongue z yet I have felt, and do feel the power | 
of the Goſpel upon my heart. I bleſs thee (my God,) that | 
although 1 labour under many ſpiritual infirmities, yet I am 
. [not ſick of this incurable diſeaſe. I have given thee indeed 
[juſt cauſe to inflict and execute this dreadful curſe upon m? 
alſo, but thou haſt notdealt wic'! me after my deſerts; but 
jaccording to the riches of thy mercy. Some little fruit I; 


2 0 EY bring 


” OO / a, 


power of the Goſpel. O, l:t God be exalted for ever for | The ſincere 
this mercy! that how defeRtive ſoever I am in common | ſouls Refle&i- 
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brirg forth, and what it 1s, is by vertue of my union with Je-/ 
[rs Chriſt, Rom, 9.4. And'this hath more un at as to My com-| 
fort, than all the gIntering gifts and ſpierdid pe formances 
cf the moſt glorio :s hypocrite can yield to him, If 1 migiy 
hve mv choice (ſaith one) I would chute and prefer the molt 
deſpicable and ſordid work cf a ruſiick Chriſc1an, betore all 
the victories of Alexandgr and triumphs of C ear, boſe: 
hrrelore le the Lind, who bath abcnnted wto me, invll ſpirita:, 
Lleſſings, in keaven(y things in Chriſt Jeſus, 

I carnot remember a Sermon as another can, but bleſſed 
Ye God thatT am able to ſavour ir, and feel it ; that I hive 
an heart to love, and a will to obey, all that God diſcovers te 
de my daty, | 

O, then, how little cauſe have I to make my boaſt of Or-| 
dinances, ard glory in my external priviledges, who never; 
bear ſpiritual fruit under them? if I well confider my con-| 
dition, there is matter of trembling, and not of gliyzing in| 
theſe things. It may be, while I have been glorying in them, 
and lifting up my ſecure heart upon them, the Lord hath 
been ſecretly blaſting my ſoul under them, and inſenhbly ex- 
ecuting this horrible curſe by them. - Shall I boaſt, that with 
Capernanm [ am lifted up tobeaven, (nee T may with her at laſt 
be calt down to hell > And if ſo, Lord, what a hell will my| 
hell be ! it will be more tollerable for Sodow and Gomorrþ4| 
than for me. It drew tears from the eyes of Chriſt, when he 
was looking upon Jeruſalem, under the ſame conſideration! 
that I doubt I have cauſe to look upon my own ſoul, Luke! 
19. 41. He wept ever it, ſaying, If thou hadſt known, even thoy, 
at leaſt in this hy dy, the things which belong to thy peace 5 but now 
hey are hid from thine eyer. So long I have been a Hearer, 
a Profeſlor of the Goſpel, ſo many years I have injoyed its| 
diſtinguiſhing Ordinances, have they not been all dry! 
and empty things to-me?;hath not the fpirit of formality | 
acted me in them/}Aive nor ſelf ends, and worldly reſpeRts | 
lainat the bottom of thy beſt duties > have not my Uiſcour- 
ſes in communion with the Saints, been Trade words, ſpeak- 
ing what I have learnt, but not felt? ſad is my condition 
noiv, but it would be deſperate and irrecoverable, ſhould/t | 
thou execute this carſe upon me, Ard! 
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edge my unprofitableneſs under tae means-hath been ſhame- 
ul ; and this hach made my.condition, doubtfal, I have often 
rrembled for fear » lelt my root had been blaſted by ſuch 


fears and ſorrows abont it ?- deth (uch fruit grovy in that ſoyl 
vhichchou haſt c1rſed? Liam, gold bye, now, that 'on whom 


epent, Lord, I bleſs they far theſe evidences of freedom 


rom the curſe ; for the fruits;of fear , ſorrow, and holy; 


not thou ſpare me alſo my Gad, if there be found in me a 
bleſſing 31 the bud, Iſa, 65,8. 

To conclude, what a (erzous RefleRtion ſhould this occa- 
10n in every diſpenſer -of- the Goſpel? how ſhould he ſa 
vhen he goes to preach the Goſpel,I am nov going to nts 
that word, which 15 tO be 4 ſavour of life or death to theſe ſon's; | 
pon how many of my poor Hearers may the curſe of per- 
petual barrenneſs be executed this day } O hoy ſhould ſuch 
a thought melt his heart jnto compaſhon over them; and make | 
him beg hard, and plead earneſtly with God'for a better iſlue | 
of the Goſpel than this upon them ? | 


Dom —— 


The POEM. 


| 
as: | 
. &-- that beſides your pleaſant fruitfal fields, | 

Have uſeleſs bogs, and rocky ground that yiel.ls 

You no advantage, nor dota quut your coſt | 
| Butall your pains and charges on th2m's loſt, by 
Hearken to me, I'le teach you how to get | 
' More profit by them, thanif they were ſet 
| At higher Rents than what your Tenants pay 
| Foryour moſt fertile Lands 3 and here's the way. 
/ 
| 


Think when you view them, why the Lord hath choſe 


| 
Theſe, as the (1 ) Emblems to decipher thoſe (1) Exe 47.11] 


| That 


: 
: 
: 


1caiſe 3 but if ſo; whence is this trembling > whence thzſe|_ 


this jadgment falls, -to-themvehou givelt ap - heart that cannot | - 


. And vb\tmay Lthin&of my-congitian? Lorg,d4 acknovy] — 3. 
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| Refleion, 


Fomme loges 
Penam p(ge 


Chriyſoft. 
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jealouſie. The Laws of man.ſpare for the fruits ſake,and Wilt, ,,u7; deſeranr. 
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Thatwiider Gof ace grow worſe and (2) worſe ; 
| (5) HebG a, For means are f fre the Lord doth(3) curſe. 
| Sweet ſhowers deſcend, the Sun his beams reflects 
On both (4) alike ; but not with like eftects. 
Odſerve, and ſee how after theſe ſweet ſhowers 
(5): $am.23.4) Thegraſsandcorn(s) revive the fragrant (6) flowers 
(6)Canc,a.r3. | Shoot forth their beauteous heads, the valleys (7) ſing, 
((7)Pfal, 65 13] All freſh, ahdgreen as in the verdant ſpring. 
(8)Eze.q7.14 | But rocksare barren ſtill, and (8) bogs are ſo 3 
(9) Job8. 11. Where nought bat flags, (9) and worthleſs ruſhes grov. | 
Upon theſe-mariſh grounds there |yes this curſe, 

T - more rain falls ; by ſo mach _ the worſe. 

Pop venſo the (1) dews of grace, that ſweetly fall, 
(Cy _ From Goſpel (2 ) in a8 not (3) likes all, 
F Cor.3.16 The gracious ſoul doth (4) germinate and bud, 


Pſa. . ' o . | 
4 — a But to the Reproubate it doth (5) no good | 
(6)Mar. 11-20 


Ie la.$-24. 


(4) Mar. $.45- 


He's like the withered (6) fig-tree, Void of fruit z 
A fearful curſe hath ſmote his very (7) root, 


9) 1.6.10. The heart's made fat, the(9) eyes with blindneſs ſeal'd; 
= _—_— truths the Goſpel ere reveal'd, 
I 


be to him but as the Sun and ra n 

(10) Luk,8.14 Are to obdurate rocks : (10) fruitleſs and vain, 
Jer.17.526- | Be this your meditation when you walk 

By rocks, and fenny-grounds, thus learn to talk 

With your own ſouls ; ang let it make you fear 

Leſt that's your caſe thar is deſcribed here, 

This isthe beſt improvement you can make. 

Of ſuch bad ground : good ſoul, I pray thee take 

Some pains about them ; thongh they lceen dey 

Thou leclt how they may yield veet fruits to thee, 


| _ Theheawenly aſe of earthly things. 
CHAP. VII 
| 


| 
The Plowman guides his plough with care and skill, Mev thetiow- 
S# duth the Spirit, in ſound conviftion fill, ings Y Corn- 
| 


—_— 


/ 
| 


be: 
| OBSERVATION, 


[7 requires not cnly (trength, but much $kill and judg-' 

| & ment, to Manage and guide the plow. The Hebrew word | __ 
which we tranſlate to plow, ſignifies to be intent, as an Ar- "x 
tificec is :bout ſome curious paece of -yark. The ploy muſt 
neither go too ſhallow nor wo deep. in the earth z it muſt 
[not indent the rag a9c93 ked furcoiys, nor ex 
and make baul ing und ; but be gaided as toa j 
depth of earth, ſo to caſt the farrov-1n a ſtraight line, that 
the floor gr ſurface of the field may be made plain. As it is 
[ſa. 28. 25. hence that n, Lek 9, 62.) He that 
puts bus hand co the plow, and looks back, it not ft for the king- 
dow of | beaven. The meanirg is, þ thar plo'vs, muſt 
have his eyes alwayes forward, to and dire& his hand 
in caſting the furrows ſtraight and even 3 (for his-hand wv. ll 
be. quickly out when his eye is off). So he that hea tily re-| 
ſolves for heaven; maſt 16 hemſelf wholly and intently | 
to the buſineſs of Religion, and not hive his mind intangled. 
vith the things of this world, which he hathlefr behind him; | 
whereby it appears, that the right management of the plow, 
requires as much skill as ſtrength. © * = 


' 
| 


APPLICATION, , 
| 


TY Obſervation in nature, ſerves excellently to ſha-; 
doiy forth this propoſition in Divinity, That the work 
of the Spirit in convincing and humbling the heart of a fin- 
ner, is a work wherein mach of the wiſdom,as well as power 
of God is diſcovered. Thz work of repentance and ſaving | 
CONtri-! 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized-;. Or, 

contrition, is ſet forth in Scripture by this Metaphor of 
plowing, Fer. 4. 3+ Hof. 10,12; Plow up your fallow ground ; 
that is, be convinced, humbled, and broken-hearted for (in, 
And'the reſemblance betwixt both thaſe works, appears in 


the following particulars. 


(1.) *Tis a hard and difticalt work to plow, it's reckoned 
one of the painfallett mannaHabours, Tt 1s alfo a very hard 


| thing to convince ard humble the heart of a ſecure, ſtour, 


and proud ſinner, indurate in\witl&@dneſs. What Luther ſaith 


of a dejeted ſoul, That it is as eaſie ro raiſe the dead, 4s to com- 
*art ſuch a one, The ame 1 may Be. of the ſecure, confidegt 
ſinner, 'Tis-a5 cali to rend the rocks, as to work laving con- 
trition upon 'ſach a h2art;. Cirins ex pymice aqui 5 all the | 
melting lanzuage-and earveſt antreaties of the Goſpel, can- 
noturgeſach4 heartoghel atear :: Therefore it's:called-a 
heart of Ione, Et24./26: 261+ 4 twn rock,  Amcs 64 12: | 
| Shall arſes run pan te: rock $i whll ne plow there with oxen; 
yetwhen the. Lord comesviathepoiver' of his Spirit, theſe 
rock+do rend and yietd to the-power.of the ivo.d.. | 
(+) The plowiplezces'degpanto the boſofa of theearth, 
makes (as'it were) 4 drep'gath or wound in the heart of it, 
$0 d=th the Spirit ton the hearrs of: ſinners; he pierces their 
very ſouls by Conviction, At; 2.37. When they beard this, they 
wer: priched (or pierced point blank) to the beart.. Then the 
1rd divides the ſoul and ſpirit, Heb/ 4; 12, 1t comes uporr 46! 


punzendo pene- [conſcience tvith ſuck pinching dilemma's, and tiſts the ſyord 


| of conwidtion ſodeep{ ints their ſonſs,thartiere isno [tench- 
ing the bloud, -ho- healing 'this-yoand, - till” Chriſt himſel: 
'come and undertake the care. Here lareri Tithalts arnnds; 
[this barbed arrow cannot be pulled out of their hearts by any, 
' but the hand that ſhot it in. Diſcourſe with ſuch a ſoul a- 
{bout his troubles, - and: h2 wi'l tell-you, that all the ſorro:y: 
that ever he had in this world, loſs cf eſtate, nealth, chil- 
\drn, or ivhatever-eſſe, are barfea-bitings to this; this Fai - 


Hows bp all other 'troubles. 'Sde how that Chriſtian NM. 

Like 7. 38. isdiſſolved into tears, Now deep 6-Uleth unto der 

at the m/e of bis water ſpontr, when the waves and billowt of Gil 

go over the ford, Spiritual ſorvors are deep waters, mm whic!:| * 
WGes . 
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; the ſtouteſt and meſt magnanimons ſoul would fink and 
| drown, did not fe/ws Chriſt by a ſecret and \:pporting hand, | 
| 201d it up by the cnin, 

(3.) The plow rends the earth inparts and pieces, which 
belore was united, and makesthoſe parts hang looke, wich 
formerly ly cloſs. Thus doth the Spirit of conviction rend | 
in ſunder the heart, and its moſt beloved luſts, Joel 2. 13. 
Kent your hearts, and not your garments; that 19, rather tnan' 
your garments z for the ſenſe1s comparative, though the ex- | 
| preffion be n2gative. And this rending implyes,not only acute | 
| pain; fleſh cannot be rent aſunder without anguiſh, nor yet | 
| only force and violence ; the heart is a ſtubborn and knotty 
' piece,and will not eafily yield, but it alſo implyes a diſunion 

of parts united :as when a garment, or the earth,or any conti- | 

nuous body is rent ; thoſe parts are ſeparated which former- | 

ly cleaved together. Sin and the ſoul were glewed faſt t e-| | 
ther defore, there -was no parting of them, they would as 
ſoon part with their /ives, as with their Iyſfs3 dur now when 
/th2 heart is rent for them truly, it is al:o rent from them e- | 
;Yerlaſtingly, Ezek- 7+ 15. to 19. 
| (4+) Theplow turnsup, and diſcovers ſuch things as lay, 
| hidin the boſom of tneearth before, and were covered un- 
der a fair green ſurface, from the eyes of men. Thus when | 
the Lord plows up tne heart of a finner dy conviction, then 
| the ſecrets of his heart are made manifeſt, 2 Cor, 14+ 24,2 5. ; 
| the moſt ſecret and ſhameful fins will then out ; for the word 
'0f God is quick and poxer(ul, ſharper than any tm9 edged (nord, 


| 


{ 

' piercing even to the atviding of the ſoul and ſpirity the jounts and| 
marrow, and is 4 quick diſcerner of the thoughts, and ſeeret intents | | 
of the heart, Heb. 4. 12. Tt makes the fire burn inwardly, ſo; | 
[that the ſoul hath no reſt till confefſfion give a vent to trou-| 
i ble. Fain would the ſhuffling fnner conceal and hide 11s; | 
| ſhame, but the word follows him through all his finfal ſhifts, ' 
and brings him at laſt ro be his oivn, doth accuſer, \itneſs 
'and judge. 
(5-) The work of the ploiv is but opus oxdinabile, 2 pre» | 
parative work in order to fruit» Should the Husdandman 
plow his ground never ſo often, yet if the ſeed be not Catt in; | 
IN arc | 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, | 
and quickned, in vain is the Harveſt expetted. Thus convi- 
ction alſo is but a preparative to a farther work upon the ſou! 
| of a inner. If it ſtick there, and go no farther, it proves 
Hut an abcrtive or untimely birth. Many have gone thus far, 
ind there they have ſtuck they have been like a field ploy- 
ed, butnot ſoived, which is a matter of trembling confide- 
ration; for hereby their ſin is greatly aggravated, and their| 
et<rnal miſery ſo much the more increaſed. O when a poor' 
damned creature ſhall with horror refle& upon himſelf jr 
hz11, how nzer was T once under ſuch a Sermon, to conver- 
fion? My finz were ſet in order before me, my conſcience 
awakened and terrified ivith the guilt of them ; many pur- 
poſes and reſolves I had then toturn to God, which had they 
deen perfeted by an{werable executions, I had never come! 
to thisplace of torment ; butthere I ſtuck, and that az my: 
eternal undoing, Many ſouls haye I known ſo terrified wit! 
the guilt of ſin, that they have come roaring under horrors, 
of conſcience to the Preacher ; ſo that one would think ſuch 
a breach had been made bertivixt them and fin, as could never 
bereconciled 3 and yet, as angry as thzy were in that fit wit! 


hn, they have hug*d and imbraced them again. 

(6.) *Tis belt plowing when the earth is prepared and 
mollihed by the ſhowers of rain, then the work goes on 
{rectly and eaſily, And never doth the heart ſo kindly melr, 
; 25 vhen the ny clouds diſſolve, and the free grace and 


| love of Jeſus (briſt comes ſweetly ſhowring down upon it; 
| thenit relents and mourns ingenuouſly, Ez. 16, 63. That 
| thou mayeſt remember, and be confiunded, and ner open thy 
| mourh any mire becauſe of thy ſhame, when 1 am pcified towards, 
| thee for all that thou haſt dine. So it was wich that poor Peni- 
\revt, Luke 7. 38. when the Lord Jeſus had diſcovered to; 
, 2er the ſuperabounding riches of his grace, in the pardon of 
| her manifold abominations ; her heart melted within her, ſhe 
| waſhed the feet of Chriſt with tears. And indeed, there is| 
| as much difference betwixt the tears which are forced by the | 
terrors of the Law, and thoſe which are extraRted by the} 
grace of the Goſpel, asthere is betwixt thoſe of a condemn-, 
'ed malefator, who weeps to conſider the miſery he is un-| 
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| 


der, and thoſe of a pardoned malefactor, that receives his 
'pardon at the foot of the ladder, and is melted by the mer- 
icy and clemency of his gracious Prince towards him, 

| (7-) Theplowkills thoſe rank weed; which greiv in tae! 
(field, turns them up by tne roots, buries and rots them- So 
' doth ſaving conviction kill fin at the root, makes the ſoul} 
\hck of it, begets indignation in the heart agninlt it, 2 Cor, | 

7- 11. The word there ſignifies the rifing of the ſtomack, | Ayotiaxidugiy 
and being angry even unto ſickneſs; religious wrath is the| 

fiercelt iyrath, now the foul cannot endure fin, trembles att. \ 

I find a woman more bitter than death (ſaith penitent Solomn ); 


| Ecel, 7-26. ConviRtion like a ſurfet, makes the ſoul to loath] | 


; what it formerly. loved and delighted inu | 

; (8.) Thatfield is not well plowed, where the plow jumps! 

; and skips over good ground, and makes baulks, it muſt turn 

| up the whole fieldalike z and that heart is not ſavingly con-\ 
victed where any luſt is ſpared and left untouch:d. Saving 

| ConviCtion extends it felf to all ſins, not only to fin in gene-; 

ral, with this cold confeſſion, [ am 4/inner ; but to the parti-_ , 

| culars of fin, yea, to the particular circumſtances and aggra- 

| vations of time, place, manner, occaſions, thus and thus have ' 

: Idone ; to the fin of natwre, as well as prattiſe, Bebold I wa; 

' [hapen in iniquity, Pſal. 51.5. There muſt be no baulking of | 
any fin 3 the ſparing of one fin, is a ſare argument thou art 
not truly humbled for any fn. So far is the convinced ſoul 

| from a {tudious concealment of a beloved fin, that it weeps 

' over that, more than over any other sCtual fin. 

(9.) New ground is much more eaſily plowed than that 
which by long lying ont of tillage, is more conſolidated and 
{ clung together, by deep rooted thorns and brambles, which! 
' render it difficult to the Plowman, This old ground is I1ke 
| anold finner, that hath lain a long time hardening under the 
' means of grace, O the dithculty of convincing ſuch a per-| 
fon 1 Sin hath got ſuch rooting in his heart, he 19 ſo haditua- | 
| ted to the reproofs and calls of the word, that fey ſachare| 
| wrought upon, How many young perſons are called, tO one! 

oddurate, inveterate ſinner 2 T do not ſay but God may cal!, 
aome ſuch 2 ſoul at the eleventh hour 3 butt may ſay of rave. 
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Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 
compared with others, as Solomon ſpeaks, Ecel, 7. 28... O ne 
min among athou/and bave I found, &c, Fer that have long 


eſiſted the Goſpel, that come afterwards. to. feel the ſaving 
2Ficacy thereof. 


REFLECTIONS, 


The = ""_ Grace,for ever to be admired! that God ſhould ſend 
verts RefieRi- forth tus Word and Spirit toplow up my hard and ſtony 
on, heart ! yea,mine, when he hath left ſo many of more tender, 
ingenuous, {iyeet, and melting tempers without any culture 
or means-of grace. Oh. bleſſed Goſpel ! heart-difſo!ying 
voice ! I have felt thine efticacy, I nave experienced thy | 
[divine and irreſiſtible power ; thou art indeed ſharper thar| 
any two-edged ſyord, and woundeſt to the heart ; but th) 
wounds are the wounds of a friend. All the wounds thou halt 
made in my ſoul,were ſo many doors opened to let in Chriſt; 
all the blows thou gaveſt my conſcience, were but to beat 
off my ſoul from ſin, which I embraced and had retained to 
my everlaſting ruins hadſt thou not ſeparated them and me. 
|O wiſe and merciful Phyſitian, thou didlt indeed bind ef. 
vith cords of conviction and ſorrow z but it was only to cut 
a that ſtone in my heart, which had killed me if it had con- 
tinued there. Oh, now did I ſtruggle and oppoſe thee, as if! 
thou hadſt.come with the ſword of anenemy, rather than te] 
lance and probe of a. skilful and tender-hearted Phyfitian ? 
Blefled be the day wherein. my fin was diſcovered and imbit- 
tered ! O happy ſorrows which prepared for ſuch matchleſs 
joyes! O: bleſſed hand which turned my ſalt waters into 
pleaſant wine ! and . after many pangs and ſorrows of ſoul 

didſt bring forth the man-child of deliverance and peace. 
But, O, what a Rock of. Adamant is this heart of mine ! 
that never yet was wounded and ſavingly pierced for fin by 
the terrors of the Law, or melting voice of the Goſpel ! 
long have I ſate ander the word, but when did I feel a re- 
lenting pang ? O my ſoul ! my ſtupified ſoul 1 thou haſt got 
an oo againſt repentance, but haſt thon any againſt 
hell> thou canſt keep out the ſenſe of fin now, but art ou 
adle 
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able to keep off the terrors of the Lord hereafter > if thou; 
could(t turn a deaf ear to the ſentence of Chriſt in the day 
; of jadgment, as eaſily as tho doſt tothe intreaties of Chritt 
inthe day of grace, it were ſomewhat ; but ſarely there is| 
\nodefence againſt that. Ah, fool that I am, to quench theſe| 
convictions, unleſs I kneiv hoiv to quench thoſe flames they 
{warn me of. | 

And may not I challenge the firſt place among all the 


mourners in the world, who have loſt all thoſe convictions! Th 
which at ſeveral times came upon me under the word? I | ouls Re. 


have deen often awakened by it, and filled with terrors and 
tremblings under it 3 but thoſe troubles have ſoon worn off 
again, and my heart (like water removed from the fire) re-| 
turu'd to its native coldneſs. Lord, what a diſmal caſe am 1 
'102 Many convictions have I choaked and ſtrangled, which 
{1t may be ſhall never more be revived, unti! thou revive them 
againſt me in judgment. I have been in pangs, and brought | 
[forth nothing but 'vind ; my troubles have wrought no deli-| 
yverance, neither have my luſts fallen before them : my con-| 
ſcience indeed hath been ſometimes ſick with fin, yea, ſo kck 
| to vomit them up by an external, partial reformation ; but 
\then with the dog, have I returned again to my vomit, and 
[now I doubt am given over to an heart that cannot repent, 
| Oh that thoſe travelling pangs could be quickned again } but 
| alas} they are ceaſed. 1 amlike a priſoner eſcaped, and a- 
gain recovered, whom the Jaylor loads with double irons. 
Surely, O my ſoul 1 if thy ſpiritual troubles return not agam, 
they are but gone back, to bring eternal troubles, It is with 
thee, O my ſoul ! as with a man whoſe bones have been bro- 
ken, and not well ſet; who muſt, (how terrible ſoever it 
appear to him) endure the pain of breaking and ſetting them 
| again, if ever he be made a ſound man. O that I might ra- 
| ther chuſe to be the obje& of thy wounding mercy, than of 
thy ſparing cruelty! if thou plow not up my heart again by 
| compunQion, I know it mult be rent in pieces at laſt by de-| 
| ſperatzon. 
| 
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The Poem. | 
| 

Here's (1) skill-in plowing, that the Plow man knows, 
For if t00 { 2 ) ſhallow, or too deep he goes ; | 
The ſeed is cither buried, or elſe may 
[o (3) Rooks and Daivs become an cake prey, 
[ts as a lively Emblem, fitly may 
Deſcribe the bleſſed ſpirits work and way : 
Whoſe work on ſouls, with this doth ſymbolize 
Berwixt them both, thus the reſemblance lyes. 
Souls are the (4) ſoyl, cotmtion is the (5 ) plow. 
Zods workmen (6) dra, the ſpirit ſhews them hovv, 
He guides the work, andin good ground, doth (7) bleſs 
His workmens pains, with ſweet and fair ſucceſs. 
The heart prepar'd, he ſcatters in the ſeed 
Which in it's ſeaſon ſprings, no foil nor weed 
Shall pick it up, or choak this ſpringing corn ; 
Till it be (8) houſed in the heavenly barn. | 
When thus the (1) ſpirit plows up the falloiv grounds 
When with ſuch fruzts, his ſervants work is (2 ) crown'd 
Ler all the (3 ) friends of Chriſt, and ſouls ſay now z 
As they paſs by theſe fields (4 ) God ſpeed the Plow, 
Sometimes this Plow (5) thin, ſhelfy ground doth turn, 
['hat little ſeed which ſprings, the Sun-beams burn. 
[he reſt uncovered lyes, which forvls devour, 
Alas ! their hearts were (6) touch'd, but not with power, 
The (7) cares and pleaſures of this world have drown'd 
The ſeed, before it _ 'd above the ground. 
Some ſprings indeed, the (8) Scripture ſaith that ſome 
Do taſte the powers of the wor{d to come. 
Theſe (9) Embroy's never come to timely birth, 
Becauſe the ſeed that's ſown wants depth of earth, 
Turnup, O God, the bottom of my heart ; 
And to the ſeed that's ſown, do thou impart 
Thy choiceſt bleſſing. Though I (x) weep and mourn z 
'nthis wet ſeed-time 3 if I may retym 
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With ſheaves of joy z theſe fully will reward 
My pains, and ſorrows, be they ne're (0 hard, 
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CHAP. VIII, 


The choiceſt Wheat i ſtill reſervd for ſeed, 
- But gracious principles are chotes indeed, 


_ EE eee ect 


OBSERVATION, 


Upon the Sced- 


Corn. 


| FT Usbandmen are very careful and curious about their | 
Seed-corn, that it may not only be clean and pure, but 
the belt and moſt excellent in its kind, 1/a. 28, 25. He caſt - 
eh in the principal Wheat. If any be more full and weighty 
than other, that is reſerved for Seed. *Tis uſual with Hus- | 
Toandmen to pick and leaſe their Seed-corn by hand, that they 

may ſeparate the Cockel and Darnel, ard all the lighter and 

[hollow grains from it, wherein thzy manifelt their diſcreti- | 
on, for according to the vigour and goodneſs of the Seed, the | 
fcuit and production is Ike to be. 


APPLICATION. 


_—_— choice and principal Seed-corn with which the fields 
are ſoived, after they are prepared for it, doth admi- 
rably ſhadoiy forth thoſe excellent principles of grace in- 
fuſed into the regenerate ſoul. Their agreement, as they are 
both ſeed, is obvious in the ten following particulars, and 
their excellency above other principles in teyen more, 

The earth at firſt naturally drought forth Corn, andevery 
Seed yielding fruit, without humane induſtry ; but fince the 
curſe came upon it, it muſt be plowed and ſowed, or nofruit 
can be expeRed. So man at firlt had all cn——_—_— of ho- 
lineſsin his nature, but noi they muſt be intuſed by regene- 


ration, 


— 


Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | 


(ration, or elſe his nature 13 as void of holineſs as the bar. 
ren and untilled deſart is of Corn, 

The earlier the Szed is ſown, the vetter it is rooted and 
enabled-ro endare the aſperities of the Winter ; ſo wnen 
grace 1s carly infuſed, when nature 1s ſanRifed in the bud, 
grace 15 thereby ſy Cmnngen : "Twas Timorhie; 
_—_— advantage » that knew the Scriptures of a 
cmld, 

Froſts and ſnows conduce very much to the well-rodting 
of the Seed, and makes it ſpread and take root much the: 
| better. Sodo ſanCtified afftickions, which uſually the people | 
of God meet with after their calling, and often in their very, 
Seed-time, 1 Theſ, 1+ 6. ' And: you became followers of us and 
of the Lord, having received the word in mmch «ffliction. But if 
they havefair weather then, to be ſure they ſhall meet-with 
weather hard enough afterivards, Heb. 10, 32+ 5at call to ye- 
membrane the former dayer, in which after ye were illaminated, ye 
endured a great fight of offlittions, 

When the Seed is caſt into the earth, it muſt be co- 
vered up dy the harrow ; the uſe whereof in Husdandry, is | 
;not only to lay a plain floor (as they ſpeak) vut to open and } 
{let inth2 Corn to the boſom of the earth, and there cover it | 
\up for-4ts ſecurity, from birds that would devour it. Thus | 
doth thz moſt wiſe God provide for the ſecurity of that | 
grace, which he at firſt diGemineed in the h2arts of his peo- | 
ple, Heis as well the finiſher as the Author of their grace, | 
Heb. 12.2. And of this they may be confident, that he that 
hath begun a good work in them, will perform it unto the day | 
of Chriſt. The care of God over the graces of his people, | 
is like the covering of the ſeed for ſecurity. | 

Seed-corn is in its own nature, of much more yalne and 
worth than other Corn z the Husbandman caſts in the princis | 
_ wheat» $o are the ſeeds of grace ſown in the renewed! 
oul ; for it's called, The ſaed of God, 1 Joh, 3, 9. The Di- 


[ 


vine nature, 2 Pet. x. 4+ One dram of grace is far beyond 

all theglory of this worldz its more precious than gold 
which periſhes, 1 Per. 1, 7, The price of it'is above rubier, and| 
all that thow canſt deſire 1s not to be compared nith it, Prov. 2.15, 

| There/ 


i. 
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There is a great deal of ſpiriPand vigour in a little Seed, 
| though it be ſmall in bulk, yet it is great in vertue and effi- 
; cacy. Gracious habits are alſo vigorous and efficacious things. 
| Such is their efficacy that they overcome the world, x 7b. 
5. 4+ Whatſcever is born of God, overcome:b the wirld, They to- 
| tally alter and change the perſon in hom they are. He that | 
perſcented 8 in times paſt, n1w preacheth the faith which once be 
{eſtrozed. They enadle the ſoul to do and ſuffer great things | 
for God, Heb. 11. 33, 34s 35+ 

The ſtalk and ear are entially and virtually in a ſmall; 
grainof Corn. So are all the fruits of obedience which be- | 
levers afterwards bring forth to God, virtually contained in 
thoſe habits or ſeeds of grace, 'Tis ſtrange to confid2r, that 
from a muſtard-ſeed (which as Chriſt ſaith is the leaſt of all| 
ſeeds) ſhould grow ſuch great branches, that the birds of the 
Air may build their neſts in them. Surely, the heroical and; 
famous as and atchievements of the moſt renowned be- 
(lievers ſprang from ſmall beginnings at firſt, to that eminen- 
{ cy and glory. 
| The fruitfulneſs of the ſeed depends upon the Sun and 
|rain, by which they are quickned, as is opened largely in 
the next Chapter. And the principles of grace in us have as 
neceſlary a dependance upoa the athiſting and exciting grace 
without us, For —_ it de true, they are immortal ſeeds ; 
yet that is not ſomuch from their own ſtrength, as from the 
promiſes made to them, and that conſtant influx from 
above,by which they are revived and preſerved from time to 
time. 

The ſeed is fruitful in ſome ſoyles more than in others, 
proſpers much better, and comes ſooner tomaturity, So doth 
' grace thrive better, and groiy faſter in ſome perſons than in 
; others.” Tour faith groweth excerdingly, 2 Thel. 1. 3. hiſt the 

things that are in acbers are ready ©» die, Rev. 3-2. Though no 
| mans heart be naturally a kind ſoy! to grace, yet doubtleſs 
[grace is more advantaged in ſome diſpoſitions than in 
others. 

And laſtly, their agreement as Seed aþpears in this, the 
Seed-corn is ſcattered into all parts of the field, as x eopor-| 
| L tionably 
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, tonadly and equally as maySe. So is grace diftus'd unto all 
| the faculties, judgment, will, and all the affections are ſowed! 


with theſe ney principles. The God of peace ſantlifie you who!-! 
ly, t Theſ. 5. 23. 

And thus you ſee,why principles of grace are called Seed. 
Now in the next place, rant is the ſecond thing promiſed 
and mainly deſigned in this Chapter )to ſheiv you the choice- 
neſs and excellency of theſe holy principles with which ſan- 
ified ſculs are embellitht and adorned, "and to convince you 
[that true grace excels all other principles, by which other 
{perſons are ated, even as the principal wheat doth the chaff, 
{and refuſe ſtuff, I ſhall here inſtitute a compariſon detwixt 
(grace, and the moſt ſplendid, common gifts in the world, | 
and its tranſcendent excellency above them all will evident- 
ly appear in theſe ſeven following particulars. | 

T he moſt excellent common gifts come out of the com- 
mon treaſury of God's bounty, and that in a natural way. 
T hey are but the zmprovement of a mans nataral abilities, 
or (as one calls them) the ſparks of nature blown up by the 
wind of a more benign and liberal education z but principles 
of grace are of a divine and heavenly original and extra&tion 
Not educed or raiſed from nature, but ſupernaturally infuſed 
by the Spirit from on high, J«þ.3. 6. 7 hat which is born of 
the fleſh is fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit «s ſpirit. When, 
a ſoul is ſanRtified by them, ber partakes - the divine natures 
2a Pet. 1.4. i: born mt of fleſh, nor of Wood, _—_ the will of 
wn, but of God, Fob 1.13. In this reſpe& they difter from 
gifts, as the heavenly Manna which was rained down from 
neaven, differs from common bread, which by pains and in- 
duſtry the earth produces in a natural way, | 

The beſt natural gifts afford not that ſweetneſs and ſolid 
comfort tothe ſoul that grace doth 5 they are but a dry ſtalk 
that affords no meat for a ſoul to- feed on. Aman may have| 
an underſtanding full of light, and an heart voutof comfort 
at the ſame time ;z but grace is a fountainof- pureſt living} 
ſtreams of peace and comfort, 2 Pet. 1, 8.. Believing we re- 
jozce with joy unſpeakable and full of glory : light is ſewn far the 
righteons, and joy for the wpriaht in heart, Alltrue pg | 

| and] 


- —" 


— 


| yer had them. Knowledge (faith the Apoſtle 3 pofferb ap 1 Cor. 


b-” The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


and delights are DIY in grace, P/al. 97. 11. they are 
ſown for them in theſe divine and heavenly graces, which 
are glory in the bud. 

Gifts adorn the perſon, but do not ſecure the ſoul from 
wrath. A man may be admired for them among men, and 
| rejected eternally by God, Whocan conliderately read that 
'fixth Chapter of the H:brexs, and not tremble to think in 

what a forlorn caſe aſoul may de, though ſet of and accom- 
| pliſhe with the rareſt endowments of this kind, Afar. 7. 23. 
'We read, that many ſhall ſay to Chriſt in that day, Lord, 
| Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name, and in thy name 
calt outdevils, &c. and yet themſelves at laſt caſt out as a 
prey to devils. How divinely and rhetorically did a Salaam 
|ipeak and prophefie, Nawb. 23, What rare and excellent 
parts had the Scribes and Phariſees > who upon that account 
| were ſtiled principes ſeculi, the Princes of the world, 1 Cer, 
'2. 8, What profound and excellent parts had thz Heathen 
( Sages and Philoſopher; > Theſe things are ſo far from ſecuring 
the ſoul againſt the wrath to come, that they often expoſe 
it unto wrath, and are as oyl to increaſe the erermil burn- 
ings 3 but noy gracious principles xre the” T& ty utue' 06) 
Tugiary, as the Apoſtle calls thetn, Heb,6. Things that accom- 
pany and have ſalvation inthem. Theſe are the things on 
which the promiſes of ſalvation run; and theſe treaſares are | 
neyer tound but in ete& veſſels. Glory is bypromiſe aſlured 
and made over to him that poſſeſles them.} There is but a lit- 
tle point of time, betwixt-him and the gforified ſpirits above. 
And hoy inconſfiderable a matter is a little time, which'con- 
tracts and winds up apace ? For nw Is our ſalvation neerer than 
when we believed. And hence the Scriptures ſpeak of them as 
already ſaved, Kos. 3. 24, We ate ſaved by hopr, becuuſe its 
as ſare as if we-were in heaven, We are made to fit 1n neaven- 


ly Pace” © 1; ye 
Gifts may damnifie the perſon that poſleſs them z and it 
may be hetrec in reſpe& of a mans ovn condition he had ne- 


| 
! 


8, 2. makestheſoul proud and flatulent Tis a hard thing 
to know much, and not to know it tod mich, The Saints | 
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knowledye 18 better than the Scholars ; for he-bath his ow: 
heart inſtead of a-Commemnary to h:Ip. him. Ariſtotle ſaid 
a little knov1<dg: about heavenly things,though conjeRural, 
is better than much of earthly x An though. certain, Tte 
world by wiſd.m knew not God (ſaith th2 Apoſtle, 1-Cor. x. 21.) 
(i. e.) their earning hangedin their light, they were too 
wiſe to ſubmit to the himplicity of the Goſpel, The excel- 
lent parts of the old Hereticks, d:d bat ſerve to Midwife in- 
to the 1yorld the monſtrous birth of ſaul-damning hereſies. 
C pit abs te ornars diebolws, as Auſtin ſaid to that ingenious 
young Scholar-z The devil defires to be adorned by thee. 
Bat nov grace 1n it ſelf is not ſubje&to ſuch abuſes, it can- 
not be the proper «nivecal cauſe of any evil effe& : It cannot 
puft up the heart, butalwayes humbles it z nor ſerve the devils 
deiignes, but ever oppoſes them, 


Gifts may be given a man for the ſake of others, and"not 
out of love to himſelf, they are but as an excellent diſh of! 
meat which a man fends to a nurſe, not for her ſake {0 much! 
| 25for his child that ſucks her. God indeed makes uſe of 
[them to do his Children g the Church is benefited by 
| them, though themſelves are but like Cooks, they prepare 
| excellent diſhes on hich the Saints fezd, and are nouriſhed, 
though themſelves taſte them not. They are dona miniſtrantia 
n1n ſ/anftificantia» miniſtring but not ſanEtifying gifts, pro- 
ceeding not from the good will of God to him that hath 
them, but to thoſe he benefits by them, And oh, what a ſad 
confideration Will this be one day to ſuch a perſon, to think, 
I helped ſuch a ſoul to heayen, while I my {elf muſt lodge in 
hell? 

Sin in the raign and — of it, may cohabit with the 
moſt excellent natural gitts under the ſame roof, I mean in 
- |the ſame heart, A man- =y have the tongue of an eAngel, 

and the heart of a Devil, The wiſdom of th Philoſopher: 
(faith Laftantins) non excindit vitia ſed abſcondit, did not root 
out, but hide their vices, The learned Phariſees were but 
painted ſepulchers z} gifts are but as a fair glove drain over 
a foul hand. Byt now grace isancompatible with fir in do- 
minion; it parihes the heart, A, 15, g. cleanſes the cone! 
| ſcience,' 
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ſcience, Heb. g. 14- crucifies the affeions and luſts of the 
fleſh, Gal. $- 24- 15 not content with the concealment, but 
ruine of corruptions. 


ledge, that ſhall ceaſe, Avi fleſh is graſs, and the good{ineſs of it 4s, 
the flower of the graſs; the graſs withers, the flower fadeth, but | 
the ward of the L:rd abideth for ever, 1a. 40. 6, 8. Many 
times they leave a man before death, One knock, if it hit 

right (as one ſaith) may make a wiſe mana fool. But to be 
ſure, they all leave us at death, Duthb not bis excellency which 5 
in him, go away? job 4. 21, yea, then all natural excellency 
departs, Dzath ſtrips the ſoul of all thoſe ſplendid orna- 
m-nts, then the rhetorical tongue is ſtruck dumb ; the nim- 
ble wit and curious phankie, ſhall entertain your ears with no 

more pleaſant diſcourſes. Nunquans jecos dats, ai Adrian 
ſaid to his departing ſoul ; but grace aſcends with the ſon! 

into eternity, and there receives its perfeQion and accom- 

pliſhment, Gifts take their leave of the ſoul, as Orpha did of 
Nami ; but grace ſaith, then as Kwb, where thou goeſt I 
vill go, and #bere thou lodgeſt I will lodge, and nothing ſhell ſe- 
[perare thee and me. Novw put all this together, and then judge! 
whether the Apoſtle ſpake hyp2rbolyes, when he ſaid, Cover | 
earneſtly the beſt gifts, and yet I ſhew wato you 4 more excellent| 
zay, 1 Cor. 13- «/t. And thas you have the choiceneſs of| 
theſe principles alſo, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


bleſled be the Lord, who hath ſown the ſeeds of true grace 
in my heart. What though- I am net famed and honoured a-| 
mong men, let. it ſuffice me that I am precious in the eyes 
of th2 Lord. Though he hath not abounded to me in gifts of 
nature, ye: bleſſed be the Ged and father of my Lord Feſm« Chriſt, 
who hath abounded to me in all ſpiritual bleſſings, in beavenly pla- | 
| cery in Chriſt Feſus, Eph.1..3e Is nota true jewel, though| 
 ſpurn'd in the dirt, more precious than a falſe one, though 
| let! 


———— 
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Laſtly, Gifts maſt leave us at laſt, Whether there Le know- 7. 


The lines are ſallento me ina pleaſant place, may the gra-' The gracious 


cious ſoul ſay. How defeftive ſoever I am in gifts, yet _ 
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ſet in gold? why art thou troubled, O my ſoul, for the want 
of theſe things which reprobates may have ? and art not ra-| | 
ther admiring and bleſſing God for thoſe things which none | 
but the darlings and favourites of heaven can have? is not an! 
ounce of pure gold more valuable than many pounds of | 
euilded brat ? what thongh the deivs of Helicon deſcerd not 
upon my head, if inthe mean time the ſireer influences of 
| Sion fall upon iny beare> O my God !-how much ſoever 0- 
| thers are elated by the light of their kno:vledge, I have cauſe 
; with humility to adore thee for the heavenly heat with which 
| thou haſt warmed my afte&tions. 
The dceecived | Pauſe a while my ſcul upon this point. With what ſeed is; 
ſouls RcH.&i- | my heart ſown, and of what kind are thoſe things wherein | 
on, | excel others? are they indeed ſpecial ſeeds of grace , or| 
common gifts and natural excellencies ? If the latter, little 
canſe have I to pride my ſelf in them, were they ten thou- 
ſand times more than they are. If theſe things be indeed 
the things that accompany ſalvation, the ſeed of God, the. 
true-and real work of grace, Then (1) how comes it to paſs, 
that I never found any throws or travelling pangs in the pro- 
duction of them ? Its affirmed, and generally acknowledged, 
that the n2iv creature is never brought forth withone ſuch 
pains, and compunCtions of heart, A. 2,37, T have in- 
deed often felt an aking head, whilſt I have read and ſtudied | 
to increaſe my knowledge ; but when did I feel ar'aking 
beart for ſin? Oh, I begin to ſuſpect, that it is not right, 
Yea, (2) and my ſuſpicion increaſes whiles I conſider that 
grace is of an humbling nature, 8 Cor. 15.20. Lord, how 
have I bezn elated by my gifts, and' valued my ſelf above 
what was meet? O how have I delighted in the noiſe of the 
Phariſees trumpet! Mat. 6, 2; No hutick fo fiveet 'ax that. 
Say, O my conſcience, have T- not! delighted more in th- 
Theater, thamthe cloſet ? Tn the praiſe of men,than the ap- 
probation'of God ? Oh, how many-evidences doſt thou pro-! 
duce againſt me? Indeed theſe are fad ſymptoms that I have 
ſhewed thee, but there is yet another which renders thy caſe 
more ſuſpicious yet:;.yea, that which thou canſt make no ra- 
tional defence againſt; even the ineffetualneſs of :11 thy, 
vifte 
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gifts and knowledge to mortifie any one of all thy luſts. It's 
deyond all diſpate, thar gifts may, but grace cannot conliſt 
yithout mortification of fin, Gal. 5.24. Now what laft hath 
fallen before theſe excell:nt parts of mine> Doth not 
pride, paſhon, covetouſneſs, and indeed the hole body of 
an live and thriv2 in me as much as ever? Lord, I yield th: 
cauſe, I candefend it no longer againſt my conſcience,which 
caſts and condemns me by full proof, to be but in a wretched, 
curſed, lamentadle ſtate, notwithſtanding all my knovledge 
ind flouriſhing gifts. O ſhew me a more excellent way. 
Lord! that I had tae fincecity of the pooreſt Saint z though | 
ſhould looſe the applauſe of all my parts: with theſe 1 ſee 
I may go to hell, but without ſome better thing, no hope of 
neaven. 


| — 


The POEM. 


Reat difterence betyixt that ſeed js found, 
With which you ſory your ſeyeral plots of ground, | 
Seed-wheat doth far excel 10 (1) dignity, | 
The cheaper Barley, and the courſer Rye. 
Though in themſelves they good and iwholſom are 
Yet theſe with chozceſt yheat may not compares 
Mens hearts like fields are ſoived with difterent grain 3 
Some baſer, ſome more noble, ſome again 
Excelling (2) both the former : more than wheat 
Excels that grain, your ſwine, and horſes eat, 
For principles of. meer mortality, 
Like Cummin, Barley, Fitches, Peaſe, or Rye : 


| Theſe purchaſe (5) honour both from great and ſmall ; 
| But I muſt tell thee that if this be all ; _— Though 


In thoſe mens hearts are often to be found, 

Whom yet the Scripture calleth (3) curſed ground, 

And nodler principles than theſe ſometime 

Call'd(4) common grace, and ſpiritual gifts which ſhine 
In ſome mens heads, where is their habitation z 

Yetthey areno companions of ſaly:tion, 


(1) Iſa-28.25, 


(2)Proy, 12416 


(3) Mar. 19.20. 


(4) Heb. 6.9, 


(5)1Cor,1.26 


ar 


(7) Mat, 9.32 


| 
| (8) Rom. 10.40 


L Gal, 6.8. 


(1) 1 Cor, n2. 
31. 
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That thou haſt ſhe'd me, the more ex'lent way, 


Upon ſpringing | 
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Though like an (6) Angel in theſe gifts thon ſhine, 
Amongſt blind mortals, for a little time : 
| The day's at hand, when ſuch as thou muſt take _ 
Thy lot with (7) devils inth'infernal lake. 

But principles of ſpecial ſaving grace, 

Whoſe ſeat is in the (8) heart, not head or face : 

| Like ſolid wheat, ſorven in a fruitful field 
Shall ſpring and flouriſh, and at laſt will yield 
A glorions (9) harveſt of eternal reſt, 
To him that nouriſh'd them within his breaſt. 
O grace 1 how orient art tho } how divine ! 
What is the glory of all (1) gifts tothine ! 
Difſeminate this ſeed within my heart, 
My God I pray thee, though thou ſhouldſt impart 
The leſs of gifts; then I may truly ſay, 


= 


| ; CHAP. IX. 


By heavens influence, Corn aud Plants ds ſprin 
Gods ſhowers of grace de make bis walleys = 
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OBSERVATION. 


hom earth after that it is plowed and ſowed, muſt be wa- 
tered and warm'd with the dews and influences of hea- 
ven, or no fruit 6an be expeRted. If God do not open to you 
his good treaſure, the heavens to give rain unto the Land in 
its ſeaſon, and bleſs all the work of your hands, as it is Dear. 
29, 12. The earth cannot yield her increaſe. The order and 
dependance of natural cauſes in the produRions of fruit, is 
jexcellently defcribed, Hof. 2+ 2, 22. I will bear the 04 | 
vens, and they ſhall bear the earth ; and the earth ſhall hear the 


corn, and wint, and oyl, and they ſhall hear Jezreel. Fezree! 


muſt 
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maſt have corn, and wine, and oyl, or they cannot live z they 
cannot have it, unleſs the earth bring it forth, the earth can- 
not bring it forth without the heavens, th2 heavens cannot | 
| vield a drop unleſs God hear them ;, that is, unlock and 0- 
oen them. * Nature and natural cauſes are nothing elſe but 
the order in which God works. This ſome Meatben; by the 
light of nature acknowledged, and thzrefore when they went 
to ploy in the morning, they did lay one hand :20n the 
ploiy (to ſpeak their ovn part to be painfulneſs) and hold up 
the other [or to Ceres the Goddeſs of Corn, to ſheiy, that 
their expeRation of plenty was from their ſuppoſed Deity. 
I fear many Chriſtians lay both hands to the ploiy, and ſeldom 
lifr up heart or hand to God, when about that work, 
There was an Husbandman (ſaitn Mr, Smith) that alwayes 
ſoved good Seed, but never had good Corn z at laſt a neigh- 
bour came to him, and ſaid, I will tell you what probably 
may be the cauſe of itz it may be (ſaid he) you do not ſteep 
[your Seed ; no truly, ſaid the other, nor ever didI hear that 
Seed muſt be ſteeped 3 yes ſurely, ſaid his neighbour, and 1 
will tell you how, it muſt be ſteeped in prayer. When the 

arty heard this, he thanked him for his counſel, reformed 
Fe fault, and had as good Corn as any man whatſoever. Sure- 
ly, it is not the Hushandmans, but Gods ſteps that drop 
fatneſs. Alms mater terra, the earth indeed is a fruitful mo- 
ther, but the rain which fecundates and fertilizes it, hath no 
other father but God, Fob 38. 28, 


APPLICATION, 


OS it 1s (in an ordinary way) for fouls to be 
made fruitful in grace and holineſs, without the devs 
and influences of Ordinances, and the bleſling of God upon 
them, as for the earth to yield her fruit witzout the natural 
influences of heaven z for look, what dews, ſhowers, and 
cleer ſhinings after rain are to the fields, that the Word and 
Ordinances of God are to the ſouls of men. My dettrine 

all drop as the rain, my ſpeech ſhall diftil a; the dew, as the ſmall 
rain wpon the tender berb, and as the (huners upon the —_ 
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Deut. 32+ 2, For a: the rain and ſnow cometh down from he-w:n,' 

land watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud ;, |. 
ſhall. my word be that g eth forth of my month, Iſa. 55. 10, 11. 
| Andas the doftrine of the Goſpel is rain, ſo Goſpel Mini-! 
ters are the clouds in which thoſe heavenly yapours are 
'bound up. The reſemblance lyes in the following. parti- 
Culars. 

The rain comes from heaven, Ai; 14. 19. He gave «: 
rain from-beaven, and fruitſul ſeaſons, &c. The dottrine of 
the Goſpel is alſo of an heavenly extra&tion. and deſcent, 
[they are heavenly .truths which are bronghtto you in earthen 
| veſtels, things that were hid in God, and come from his bo-| 
ſom, Eph. 3.9. what Nicedemas ſaid of Chrift, is in a pro-! 
portion true of every faithful diſpenſer of the Goſpel, Thos! 
art 4 teacher come from God, Joh, 3.2. You are not to look: 
upen the truths which Miniſters deliver, as the meer effects: 
and fruits of their inventions and parts, they are but the | 
Conduits through which thoſe celeſtial waters- are conveyed 
to you.. *Tis all heavenly,the Officers from heaven, Epb,q.1n2.! 
Their Dfrine from heaven, Eph. 3.8, 9. The Efficacy and! 
ſucceſs of it from heaven, 1 Cor. 3. 3- What 1 received of the| 
Lord (ſaith Paul) that have I delivered wnio you, 1 Cor. 11.23. 
ou ſame may every Goſpel Miniſter ſay too. That's the 
firſt, | 

And then (21y,) The rain falls by divine dire&ion and 
appointment ; He canſes is to rain won one City, and not wpon | 
ano:ler, Amos 4. 7+ You ſhall often ſee a cloud diſſolve and} 
ſpend it ſelf upon one place, when there 1snot a drop within 
a fery miles of it, Thus is the Goſpel ſent to ſhed its rich in-; 
fluences upon one place, and not .upon another 3 it ponrs 
down ſhowers of bleſſings upon one Town or Pariſh, whilſt: 
others are dry like the ground which lay neer to Gideons wet 
yeece. Tom is the word of this ſalvation ſent, As 13. 26, 
Sent, it comes not by chance, but by commiſſion and appoint- 
ment, and its ſent:o you by ſpecial diretion, Miniſters can; 
no more go whither they pleaſe, than the ſailing clouds can 
move againſt the wind. Paml and Timuthy, two fruitful clouds! 
(that ſent down many ſiveet refreſhing ſhowers upen every 
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place whither they came) the Lord ſent them through Phy;- 
gia and Galatis, but forbad them to preach the word in 4-, 
Att; 16, 6. And when they eflayed togo intv Bithynir, ti: 
[ſpirit ſuffered them not, v. 7. But a man of Ciedonii an 
| pea's to Pawl ina viſion, and prayed him, ſaying, coine ove 
| ta Mocedoni.t and help us, v. 9. Thus you ſee, how the my/ti- 
cal, a8 well as the natural clouds, are moved according to di- 
| vin counſel ; and though Miniſters are not now diſpoſed tc; 
[their reſpeRive places, in ſuch an extraordinary way, ye! 
| there is til a ſpecial hand of the Spirit guiding their moti- 
| ons, Which is ſeen partly inqualifying them for ſuch a peo- 
ple, and partly in drawing out their hearts to elect and call 
them, and inclining their hearts to accept the call. 

| There isa great deal of difference in the ſhowaes of rain 
that fall upon the earth. Sometimes you have an haſt; 
ſhower, which makes the wayes fleet, and the ſtreets run, 
; but it's gone preſently, the earth hath bur little benefit by it; 
'and ſometimes you have a ſweet, gentle, ſoaking rain, that 
' moderately ſoaks to th: root and refreſhes the earth abun- 
[dant! y, This is called the ſmall rain, and the former, the grea!| 
|r.4in of bis ſtrength, Fob 37.6. Soit1s in theſe ſpiritual ſhow- 
ers, the efteRs of ſome Sermons, (like a ſudden ſpont of rain) 
are very tranſient, that touch the heart a little for preſent, 
by way of conviction or comfort, but it fleets away imme- 
diately, Fam. 1. 23. At other times the Goſpel like a ſetled 
moderate rain, ſoaks to the root, to the very heart. So dic 
that Oveet ſhower which fell, eZ: 2. 37. It ſearched the 
root, it went to the heart; the influences of it are ſome- 
times abiding, and. do much longer remain in, and refreſh 
the heart, than the rain doth the earth- There be effects left 
in ſome hearts, by ſome Sermons and duties , that will ne- 
yer out of it as long as they live. / zill never forget thy pre- 
expe, for by them thou haſt quickned mer, Pſa, 119. 93- 

The rain is moſt beneficial to the earth, when there come 
ſweet, warm San blaſts with, or after it. This the — 
calls, 4 cleer ſhining after rain, 3 Sam. 23. 4. by which the 
ſeminal virtue of the earth is dravvn forth, and then the herds, 
and flowers, and Corn ſprout abundantly, So it is with 
M 2 Goſpel- 
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| Goipel-ſhowers, when the Sun of righteouſneſs opens upon | 
| poor ſouls under the word, darting down the beams of grace | 
| and love upon them, whilſt they are attending on it, (juſt as; 
; you ſometimes ſee a ſweet ſhower fall while the Sun ſhines| 
; out) O how comfortable is this! and efteftual to melt the 
' heart! andasthe warm rainis moſt refreſhing, ſo when the 
| word comes warmly, from the melting. aftetions of the 
| Preacher, who imparts not only the Goſpel, but his o'vn 
; ſoul with it, 1 Theſ, 2. 8. This doth abundantly more good 
| than that which drops coldly from the lips of the unafleted 
{ ſpeaker, | 
| Showers of raindo exceedingly refreſh the earth,as a man 
{15 refreſhed by a draught of water, when his ſpirits are even 
| ſpent. © -hov welcom is 2 ſhower to the thirſty ground } 
! Hencethe little hills are ſaid to rejoyce on every fide, yea to 
| ſhout for joy, and ſing when a ſhower comes,P/a/.65.12,13. 
; but never was ſhower of rain ſo ſiveetly refreſhing to the 
| thirſty. earth, as.-Goſpel-ſhowers are to gracious hearts, | 
i Col. 4+ 8. it comforts their very hearts... What joy was 
there in Samaria, when the Goſpel came to that place ? A. 
8. $. It revives the ſoul, 't $ mel in ore, melos in aure, jabilum 
in cord-, honey.in the mouth, melody in the ear, anda very 
jubilee in the heart, 

Rain is neceflary at Seed-time, to make ready the earth, 
to receive the ſeed, Pſal, 65. 9, 10. Thos vifiteſt the earth, 
and watereſt it z, thou greatly inricheſt it with the River of God, 
which is full of water 5 thou prepareſt them corn, when thou bt 
ſo provided for it 3 thou watereſt the ridges thereof abundantly, the 
ſetteſt the _ thereof,” thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, tho 
bleſſeſk the ſpringing thereof. And this the Scripture calls the 
former rain. And as this is neceflary about Seed-time, ſo-the 
latter rainjs as needful about earing-time, to diſcloſe the 
ear, and to bring- it to perfetion;z both theſe are great] 
bleſſings to the earth,and conduce to a plentiful-harveſt, Foe! 
2. 23,24. Be glad then ye children of. Sron, and rejoyce in the 
Lord your God, for he bath given you the former rain maderate!y, 
and he will cauſe” to come down for you the rain, the former and 
the latter 14in in the firſt maneth, and- the floers- ſhall be fall fl 


wheat, 
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wheat, and the fates ſhall overflon with wine and ojl, Th's the 
; Goſpel hath a double uſe and benefit alſo, 1t's neceſlary as 
| the former rain at Seed-time, it cauſes the firſt ſpring of 
;Srace in the heart, Pſal. 19. 9. And there could be, (mn an| 
; ordinary way) no ſpring of grace without it, Prov. 29. 18. 
| And as this former rain is neceſſary to cauſe the firlt ſpring 
of grace, ſo alſo it hath the uſe of the latter rain toripen 
thoſe precious fruits of the Spirit in the ſouls of Believers, 
Epb. 4-11,12,13. He pave ſome eApſtltt, and ſome Pro- 
phets, and ſome Eangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for, 
\the perfetting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for th: 
edifying of the Lody of Chriſt, till we all come in the wiity of the 
(each, and the hn'sledoe of the S1n of God, to a perfetl min, 
wnte the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Were all 
the eleft converted unto. God, yer ſtill there would be a ne- 
ceſſity of a Goſpel Mmiſtry, | 

Atter a great glut of ram, . uſually there comes a drought ; 
j'tis a common Countrey Proverb, Wer and dry, py one ano- 
ther, And truly-when a people are glatted with a fulneſs of 
Goſpel-mercies, it's uſual with God to ſhut up and reſtrain, 
the Goſpel-clouds, that for a time (at leaſt) there be no; 
deiws upon them, and thereby teach them to prize their de- | 
ſpiſed (becauſe common) mercies at an higher rate. For as; 
a good man once ſaid, mercies are beſt known by the back, ! 
and moſt prized \vhen moſt. wanted, [n thoſe dayts the word of 
the L1rd was precious, there ws no open viſion, 1 Same3, 1. It 
is withiſpiritual as 'vith temporal food, iligated when plen- 
tuous, bat if a famine once come, then: every bit of bread 
1$ precious, Jeruſalem remembred in the dayes of hgr affli- 
&ion, and of her miſeryz all her pleaſant thingsthae ſhe had 
in the dayes of old, Lew. 1,7. *Tis both- a finful and dan-| 
| gerous thing to wantonize with Goſpel-mercies, and deſpiſe 
the plaineſk (if Faithfull) Miniſters - of ' the Goſpel. The 
time may come when you may be glad of the plameſt Ser- 
=_ , from the mouth of the .meaneſt Embaſlador of 
Chriſt. 

To conclude, the prayers of Saints are the keys that open 
and ſhut the natural clouds, and cauſe them ether to give, 
; out, 
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out, or with-hold their influences, James 5. 18. Elias was a; 
man ſubjett to like paſſions as ne are, and he prayed exrneſtly that 
it mioht nat rainy and it rained not «en the earth, by the ſpace of 
three years and fix muneths;, and ke prayed again, and the he:- 

vens gave rain, and the earth Lrought f rib fruit. God hath ſub- | 
jectzd the works of his hands, to tne prayers of his Saints, 

|{/4. 45. Ih. - 

' Prayer is alſothe golden key which opens theſe myſtical 

| Goſpel-clouds, and diflolyes them into ſweet gracious ſhow- 

;ers. God will have the whole work of the Miniſtry carried 

on by the prayers of his people, they firſt obtain their Mini- 

ſters by prayer, Luke 10, 2. Pray ye the Lord of the Harveſt, 

to ſend forth labourers inco the vineyard, Tt is by the help of 
prayerzthat they are carried on, and enabled to exerciſe their 

Miniſtry. They may tell their people as a great General | 
once told his Souldiers, That he flea wpon their wings. Pray 
| for me (ſaith the great Apoſtle) chat utterance may be given me, 
| that [ may = my mouth boldly, to make known the myſteries of | 
the Goſpel, Eph. 6, 19. Yea, by the Saints prayers it is, that 

' Miniſters obtain the ſucceſs and fruits of their labours, 
'2 Thef. 3. 1. Finally brethren, pray for us, that the word of the | 
Lird may have free conrſe, and be glorified, even 4s it is with you, 

And thus you have the Metaphor opened. Now, Oh! that! 
theſe truths might come down in ſiveet ſhowers upon the 


hearts both of Miniſters and people, in the following Re- 
flections. 


afect Mi REFLECTIONS. 


niſtere, 


ho Am 1 thena cloud? and is my doatrine as rain to water the 

Lords inkeritance? and yet doI think it much to be toſſed 
up and down by the furious winds and ſtorms of perſecution ? 
Do I not ſee the clouds above me in continnal motions and 
agitations? and ſhall I dream of a fixed ſetled ſtate? Noy 


falſe Teachers, who are clonds without rain, are more 
likely to enjoy that, thanT. Which of all the Prophets have 
not been tofled and hurried worſe than I > eA#. 9 52. He 
| that \will not let men alone to be quiet in their luſts, muſt 


ex- 


para get 


—— 
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expect but little quiet from men in this life. But it is e-/ 
nough Lord, that a reſt remainzth for thy ſervant, let me be| 
ſo wiſe to ſecure areſt to come, and not ſo vain to expect it | 
on earth. 

And, O that I might ſtady toſe inſtru'ng clouds, from! 4, 
hich, as from the bottles of heaven, God pours down re-| 
reſhing ſhowers to quench and ſatisfie the thirſty earth 1 in| 
this May I reſemble them, and come amongſt the people of 
the Lord, in the {nlneſs of the beſſing of rhe Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Rim. 15. 29. O let notthoſe thirity ſouls that wait for me 
as for the rain, Job 29. 33+. Return like the troms of Tema, 
aſhamed with their heads covered, Jod6. xg. O that my lips 
might refreſh many! Let me never be like thoſe empty 
clouds, which deceive thz hopes of thirſty ſouls ; but let my 
doArine deſcend as the rain, and diſtil as the dev, and let 
that plot of thine inheritance which thou halt aſſigned to me, 
>e3$4 field which the Lord hath bleſfled. 

Once more, lift up thine eyes to the clouds, and beho!d,] 3. 
to hoy great an height the Sun hath mounted them, for by 
reaſon of their ſublimity it-is that they are called the clouds 
of heaven, Mat. 24.30. Lord, let me be a cloud of heaven 
too! Let my heart and converſation be doth there ! who is 
more advantaged for an heavenly life than I 2 heavenly truths 
are the ſudject3 of my daily foals and ſhall earthly things be 
the obzeRts of my daily delights and loves > God forhid, that! 
ver My earthly converſation ſhould contradict and ſhame 
my heavenly calling and profeſſion. Shine fort? thou glorious | 
Sun of righteouſneſs, and my heart ſhall quickly be attracted | IS 
and mounted above theſe, viſible clonds, yea, and above the |?;, i . 
aſpeRable h2avens. |Chriſtians, 

Is the Goſpel rain, and itz Miniſters clouds? wo is me! y, 
then, that my habitation is upon the Mountains of (itbos, |For thoſe thax 
where there are nodes! Ah ſad lot, that T ſhould be like 'wne a Golpel 
Gideon: dry fleece, whilſt the ground round about me is vet Ty. 
with the deiy of heaven } O thou that commandeſt the clouds! 
above , and openeft the windows of heaven; remember, 
and refreſh this parched wilderneſs, waerein I live, with 
ſhowers of grace, that tve may not. be as the —_ inthe 
eſart, 
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2. 
For theſe char 
enjoy a Goſpel 
Min ry. 


deſart, which ſeeth not when good cometh, nor inhabit the 
parched places of the wilderneſs. 

O Lord, thou haſt cauſed the hzavens above meto be black 
with clouds, thou openeſt the celeſtial caſements from a- 
bove, and daily ſendeſt down ſhowers of Goſpel-bleſſings 
O that 1 might be as the parched earth under th2m 1 not for 


| barrenneſs, but for thirſtineſs, Let me ſay, My ſon! longeth,! 
yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord : that I might there 


For unprofira- 
ble hearers. 


(1) 1ia.44-14. 
(3) Deurt.z8. 
I3. 


 ſre the beauty of the Lord. Doth the ſpungy earth ſo gree-| 


d:ly ſuck up the ſhowers, and open as many months as there 
xe clefts in it, to receive what the clouds diſpenſe? and; 
ſhall thoſe precious ſoul-inriching ſhowers fleet aivay un-| 
profitably from me ? if ſo, then, | 

What an account have I to make 'for all thoſe Goſpel- 
bleſſings that I have injoyed? for all thoſe Goſpel-dews and 
ſhowers wh2rewith I have been watered j Should I be found 
fruitleſs at laſt, it will fare better with the barren and un- 
cultivated wildernefs, than with me; more tollerable 'for 
Indians and Barbarians, that never heard the Goſpel, than for 
me that haye been ſo alſiduouſly and plenteoully watered by 
it. Lord, what a difference wilt thou pur in the great day, 
betwixt imple and pertinacious barrenneſs1} Surely, if my 
root be not rottenneſs, ſuch heavenly waterings and influ- 
ences as theſe, will make it ſprout forth into fruits of obe- 
dience. 


The Poem. 


He (1) vegetables here below depend, 
Upon thoſe (2) treaſures which the heavens do ſpend 
Moſt bounteoully upon them ; to preſerve 
Their being, and their beauty. T his may ſerve 
To ſhadow forth a heavenly myſtery, 
Which thus preſents it ſelf before your eye, 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 8 
| As when the Sun draws near us in the ſpring, es 
| All creatures do (3 ) rejoyce, birds, chirp and ing, | 
' The face of nature ſmiles, tne fields (4) adorn (3)Canr.z.1 [21 

Themſelves, with rich embroyderies. The corn YO Pliny 
revives, and ſhooteth up, the warm ſweet rain | oy 
Makestrees, and herbs (5) ſprout forth and ſpring amaia, ; 
| Walk but the fields in ſuch a fragrant morn, | (s) Plal.#g.rx) 
How do the (6) dirds your ears rvith muſick charm ! (5) Plal.10g, | 
The (7) flowers, their flaming beauty's do preſent (7) Cant.z = 
Unto your captiv'd eyes ; and for their ſcent, IN 
The ſiveet Arabian gums cannot compare z | 
Which thus perfume, tne circumambient air. 
So, when the Goſpel ſheds its cheering beams, 
[On gracious ſouls; like thoſe ſiveet warming gleams, 
| Which God ordains in nature; to draiy forth 
| The —_— mw = the earth : 
It warns their earts, their languid graces cheers ; 3) Col 48. 
And on ſuch ſouls,a (9) (pring-like face appears. Ke Prat ok. 
The gracious ſhowers theſe ſpiritual clouds do yield, 
Inciches them with (x) ſiveetneſs ; like a field (1)Rom.15.29) 
Which God hath bleſt, Oh1 *tis exceeding ſiveer, | 
When gracious hearts, and (2) heavenly truths do meet. (2)Romro.is; 
How ſhould the hearts of Saints within them ſpring, | 
When they behold (3) the meſſengers that bring ) AG 
Theſe gladſom tydings ? yea, their very feet (3) Adu8.8, | 
Are _ ; _ wary ſweet. 
Oh what a mercy do thoſe (4) ſouls enjoy, 
On whom ſuch Goſpel-dezys fall day by day ! hy — 
Thrice happy Land which in this pleaſant ſpring, 
Can hear theſe Turtles, in her hedges ſing, 
O prize ſuch mercies, if you ask me, why ? 
Read on, yau'le ſee, there's reaſon by and by, 


| 


N 


90 


mm 


Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, 


Upon a dearch 
«through waar 
of rain, 


CHAP. X. 


| 


If Ged reftrain the ſhowers, you hewle and cry 1, | 
Shall Saints not mournu,when ſpiritnal clouds art ary ? 
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OBSERVATION, 


| 
| | 
V + deſervedly accounted a ſad judgment, when God 
| ſhuts up the heavens over our heads , and makes the 
eartn as braſs under our feet, Dent, 28. 23. Then the Hus- 
bandmen are -called to mourning, Joel1, 11, All the fields 
do languiſh, and the bellowing cattel are pined with thirſt. 
'Suci a ſad ſtate the Prophet rhetorically deſcribes, Jer. 14. 
'3, 4, $, 6: The Nobles have ſent their little ones to the waters, 
\they came 39 the pits and found no water ; they returned with thei 
veſſe!s empty, they were aſhamed, and confounded, and covert 
their heads ; becauſe the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in 
the earthy the Plownen were aſhamed, they covered their heads : 
324, the Hind: alſo calved in the field and forſook its becauſe there 
was no graſs : and the wilde aſſes did ftand in the high places, tht) 
ſnwffed up the wind like dragons, their eyes failed becauſe there| 
45 n0 praſe, | 
And that which makes the want of rain ſo terrible a judg- 
ment, is the famine of bread, whichneceſlarily follows theſe: 
C—_— droughts, and is one of the ſoreſt temporal 
judgments Which God inflicts upon the world, | 


APPLICATION. | 


A truly, as much cauſe have they to weep and trem- 
ble, over whoſe ſouls God ſhuts up the ſpiritual clouds 


[ 


of the Goſpel, and thereby ſending 'a ſpiritual famine upon 
their ſouls. Such a judgment the Lord threatens in Amuu| 
8, 11- Behold the dayes come, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend 4 


famine in the Land, nit a {amine of bread, nor a thirſt for water ; 


but | 


— 
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but of hearing the word of the Lord. The meaning is, I will 
ſend a more fearful judgment, than that of the famine of 
bread ; for this Particle | not | 15 not exc/u/ive, but exceſſive 5 
implying, that a famine of bread is nothing, or but a light 
:ademenc, compared with the famine of the Word, Pa- 
rzllel to which 15 that Text, //x. 5, 6. I zill lay it waſte (faith 


bat there ſhall came up bryars and thorns ; 1 will alſo command the 
| clouds, that they rain nat upon it. And we find both in humane 
and ſacred Hiltories, thit when God hath ſhut up the ſpiri- 
tual clouds, removing or filencing his Miniſters ; ſenſible 
Chriſtians have ever been deeply aftected with it, ard rec- 
koned it a molt tremenduous judgment. Thus the Chriſti- 
ans of Antizxcb, when Chry{iſtcem their Miniſter was baniſhed 
* they jadged it better toloſe the Sun out of the firmament, 
than loſe that, thecr Miniſter. And when Nazianzen was 
taking his leaye of Conſtantinople, as he was preaching his 
fareivel-Sermon, the people were exceedingly afteed_ with 
his loſs ; andamong the reſt, an old man in the Congrega- 
|tionfel} into a bitter paſſion, and cryed out, Aude pater, & 
\tecun trinitatems ipſam ejice. (i. e-) Go farther, if you dare, 
2nd take away the whole Trinity with you 5 meaning, that 
God would not ſtay when he was gone, How did the Chri- 
ſtians of Antioch alſo weep and lament, when Paul was ta- 
king his farewel of them? Af, 20. 37, 38, He had been 
a cloud of bleſſings to that place, but now they muſt expect 
no more ſhowers from him. Oh, they knew not how to give 
up ſuch a Miniſter 1. when the Ark of God (which was the 


God of the fruitleſs Church) ic ſhall not Le pruned nor dipged, | 


* Fatius of ut 
ſol non [nceaq, 
Tum ut ng 
doceat Chry- 
ſoſtomus, 


Symbole of the divine preſence among the Jews) was taken, 
F/ the City eryed ont, 1 Sim. 4.13, O, the-loſs of a Goſpel | 
iniſtry is an ineſtimable loſs ! not to be repaired but by its 
town return, or by heaven. Mr, Greenhem tells us, that in 
 ithe times of Popiſh perſecution , when godly Miniſters 
were halled away from their flocks to Martyrdom, the poor | 
{Chriſtians would meet them in the way to the priſons or 
(ſtake, with their little ones in their arms, and throwing} 
; themſelves at their feet, would thus beſpeak them : © What! 


|** ſhall be our eſtate, now you are gone to Martyrdom ? g = 
N 3 12 
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< ſhall inſtru theſe poor Bates? who ſhall eaſe our aſfi- 
<« &ted ccnſciences? who ſhall lead vs jn the way of life; 
« recompenſe unto them, O Lord! as they have deſerved, 
& \yho are the cauſes of this, Lord give them ſad hearts. Qui, 
talia fando, temperet 4 lachrymus ? Ard to. let you ſee, there is 
ſufficient ground for this ſorrow, when God reſtrains the 
influences of the Goſpel, ſolemnly conſider the following 
particulars. | 
That it is a dreadful token of God's great anger againſt 
that people from whom he removes the Goſpel. The anger 
of God rvas fearfully incenſed againſt the Church of Epbe/, 
when he did but threaten to come againſt her, and remove 
the Candleſtick out of its place, &ev, 2. 5. *Tis a ſtroke at 
the ſoul, a blow at the root ; uſually the laſt, and therefore 
the worſt of judgments, There is a - pedigree of judg- 
ments, firſt Gower bears Fezreel, next Lorabamab, and at laſt 
brings forth Lo«wmi, Heſ, 3. 4, 6, 8, 9. 
. There iscauſe of mourning, 1f you conſider the deplora- 
ble eſtate in which all the unregenerate ſouls are leſt, after 
the Goſpel is removed from them. What will become of 
theſe? or by whom ſhall they be gathered? it made the 
bowels of Chriſt yearn within him, when he looked upon the 
ſcattered multitude that had no Shepherd, Mar. 9. 36. What 
an eafie conqueſt doth the devil now make of them ? hor faſt 
doth hell fill in ſuch times? poor fouls, being driven thither 
in droves, and none to reſcue them 1 Afatben Pars tells us, 
that in the year 1072. when preaching was ſuppreſt at Rowe, 
letters were then framed as coming from hell; wherein the 
devil gave them thanks for the multitude of ſouls they had 
ſent to him that year. But truly we neednot talk of letters 
from hell, we are told from heaven, how deplorable the 
condition of ſach poor ſouls is. See Prov. 28. 19. Ho, 
4. = On, | 
The judgment will yet appear y =_ if you conſider 
the loſs which God's and nano” Foe y the removal of| 
the Goſpel ; for therein they loſe (1) their chief glory. 
Rom. 3, 2. the principal thing in which the peculiar glory of 
es conſiſted was this, That unto them was committed the 
Oracle; 
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Land, Dan, 11. 16. This made them greater than all the 
Nations round about them, Dem. 4.7, 8. (2) By loſing the 
Ordinances, they loſe their quicknings, comforts, and ſoul- 
refreſhments z; for all theſe are ſryvcet ſtreams from the 
Goſpel fountain, P/al, 119. 50. Col, 4. 8. No wonder -then 
to hear the people of God complain of dead hearts, when 
the Goſpel is removed. (3) In the loſs of the Goſpel they 
loſe their defence and ſafety. This is their hedge, their wall 
of protection, Iſa. 5. 5. Walls and hedges (faith Mnuſcu!mn 
in loc.) are the Ordinances of God, which ſerve both ad ſe- 
perationems, © manitionem, to diſtinguiſh, and todefend them. 
| When God plucks up this hedge, and dreaks down this wall, 
all, miſchiefs break innponus preſently, 2 Chron. 15;3,4,5,6» 
[Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael bath been without the true God, and 
| without 4 teaching Prieſt, and without Lazg— And in thiſe time; 
there was nopeace to him that went outs nor 10 him that came in} 
but grea: vexations were upon «ll the inhabitants of the Conntrie',\ 
| and N ation was deſtroyed of Nation, and City of City; for Gad 
'did pex them with all adverſity. How long did Jeruſalem re- 
main, after that voice was heard inthe Temple, wigremns 
hinc? Let us be gone? (4) With the Goſpel, we loſe our 
temporal injoyments and creature-comforts, Theſe uſually 
come and go with the Goſpel. When God had once written 
| Loammi upon 1ſrarl, the next news is this, 1 will recever my 
wool and my flax, Hee 2, 9. (5) andlaltly, tocome up to the! 
very caſe in hand, they loſe with it therr ſpiritual food, and! 
ſoul-ſubſiſtence 3 ſor the Goſpel is their feaſt of fat things, 
Iſa. 25. 6. their ſpiritual wells, //a, 12.3, adole diſtributed! 
among the Lords poor, Row. 1. 11. in a word, it is as the 
rain and dews of heaven, as hath been ſhewed, which being 
reſtrained, a ſpiritual famine neceſſarily follows: a famine! 
of all the moſt terrible, Nov to ſhe you the analogy be- 
twixt this, and a temporal famine, that therein you may ſee 
hat cauſe you have to be deeply affected with it, take it in 
theſe fix following particulars. 


Oracles of God, On that account it was called the glorious! 


A ſamine is cauſed by the failing of bread, or that which 


is in the ſtead, and hath the uſe of bread. Dainties and ſuper- 
| fluous. 


9. 
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\Hluous rarities may fail, and yet men may ſubfiſt comfortably, | 
| As long 2s people have bread and water, they will not fa- | 
{Miſh 3 but take away bread once, and the ſpirit of man ſail. | 
leth, Upon this account bread 1s called a ſtatf, Pſal. x05, 16. | 
{becauſe what a ſtaff 15 to an aged or feeble man, that bread is | 
[to the faint and feeble ſpirits, which even ſo do lean upon it] 
| And look what bread is to the natural ſpirits, that, and more! 
than that, the word 1s to gracious ſpirits, Job 23. 12. I bavs| 
et cemed the words if thy mouth, mire than my neceſſary food, Ni 
| once God break this ſtaff, the inner man, that hidden man of | 
the heart, will quickly begin to fail and faulter, 

It is not every degree of ſcarcity of bread, that preſently 
| makes a famin2, but a general failing of it z whenno bread | 


| 
| 
| 
ist0 be had, or that which is, yields no nutriment, agboart 
mine may as well be occafioned by Gods taking aivay, pans: 

 nnrrieventans the nouriſbing vertue of bread, that it ſhall 

Fignifie no more as to the end of bread, than a chip, Hag. 

t. 6. asby taking away panem nutrientem, bread it ſelf, 1/a. | 
3-1, And ſo itis ina ſpiritual famine, which is occaſioned 

either by God's removing all the Ordinances, and making ! 
viſion utterly to fail z or elſe, though there be preaching, 

prayer, and other Ordinances lefr, (at lealt, the names and 
ſhadorys of them) yet the preſence of God is not with them. | 
There is no marrovv in the bone, no milk in the breaſt ; and 
ſo, as to ſoul-ſubſiſtence, 'tis all on?2, as if there iwere no ſuch 
things. 

In acorporeal famine, mean and courſe things become | 
veet and pleaſant; famine riſes the price and eſteem of | 
them. That which before you would have thrown to your | 
dogs, now goes down pleaſantly with your ſelves. To the 
hungry ſoul every bitter thing 1s ſweet, Prov. 27.7, *Tis the 
Dutch Proverd, and a very trae one, Hunger 1s the beſl 
Cook, 


Trjunus ſtomachs yaro vulgaria temnit. Horat. * 
Intime of famine courſeſt fare contents, 
The barking ſtomach ſtrains no complements, 
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ing before his enemies » he fed hunorily upon ba:lzy breae, 
and ſaid, Cujuſmrdi waluprarts battenus incoxperins fair > Oh, 
yhat pleaſure have I hithert » been ignorant of > When great 
Darim drank the puddled water, tht had been defied with 
dead carcaſes which had been ſlain in that famous battel, he 
orofeſled he never drank more pleaſant drink. And famous 
Hunniades (aid, He never fared more daintily, than when {in 


a poor Shepherd in his cottage. 
Juſt ſo, doth a famine of the Word raiſe the price and e- 
{teem, of vulgar and deſpiſed truths. O what would we give 


'y enjoyed? [n thoſe dayes the word of the Lord was precious. 
Wien God calls to the enemy to take avay and remove h18 
contemned, but precious dainties, from his wanton cnul- 
dren, and a ſpiritual famine hath a little pinched them, they 
will then learn to prize their ſpiritual food, at a higner 
rate. 

In time of famine ſome perſons ſuffer more than others- 
[e falls heavieſt and pincheth hardeſt upon the poorer ſort, 
as long as any thing is to be had for money, the rich will 
have it, So it falls out in a ſpiritual famine z although t22 
moſt experienced, and beſt furniſhed Chriſtians, will have 
enough to do tolive in the abſence of Ordinances, yet they 
arelike to ſubfiſt much better, than weak, ignorant, and un- 
experienced ones. Some Chriſtians have husbanded their 
time well, and like Joſeph in the ſeven years plenty, laid up 
for a ſcarcity. The Word of God diells richly in them. 
Some ſuch there are,as Jobn calls young men,wvho are {trong, 
[and the word of God remaineth in them, of whom it may be 
ſaid, as Ferom ſpake of Nepatianms, that by long and allidious 
meditation of the Scriptures, he had made his breaſt the ve- 
ry Library of Chriſt. But others are babes in Chriſt z and 
though God will preſerve that good work which he hath be- 
gun in them, yet theſe poor babes will ſooneſt find, and 
be moſt concerned in the leſs of their ſpiritual Fathers and 


prone 


'Tis ſtoried of Artixerxes Memir, that when 2: was five: 


a like exigence)he ſupped upon bread,onions,and ;vater,wath | 


for one of thoſe Sermons, one of thoſe S25vaths we formers | 
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on. 

T. 


ſouls, Lam. x, 11+ And doubtleſs when a ug frmine 


In time of famine there are pittiful cryes, and heart- 
breaking complaints where-ever you go- O the many pale, 
faces you ſhall then &e, and the ſad language that rings in; 
your ears in every place! One cryes, bread, bread, for 
Chriſt's ſake, one dit of bread z another faints and falls 
down at your door. All ber people ſigh, Lam. 1.'11. Yea, the 
poor little ones are brought in v, 12. crying to their Mo- 
thers, where is the corn and wine? and then pouring out 
their ſouls into their Mothers boſom. Juſt ſo it is ina f2-| 
mine of the Word; poor Chriſtians every-where ſighing| 
and crying, O where are Our godly Miniſters? our tiveet| 
Sabvaths, Sermons, Sacraments, my Fathers, my Fathers, | 
the chariots of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof > How beau- 
tiful were your feet upon the mountains! And then weep- 
ing, like th: pzople at Pax'; departuce, to think they ſhall] 
lee their faces no more. 

Laſtly, intime of famine, there is nothing ſo coſtly or, 
precious, but people will part with it to purchaſe bread, 
They bave given their p'eaſant things, for meat to relieve their 


ſhall pinch hard, thoſe that have been cloſe-handed to main- 
tain a Goſpel-Miniſtry, will account it a choice mercy to 
enjoy them again at any rate, Though the Ld fred you with 
the bread of aſfliftion, and give you the waters of adverſity, yet it 
will ſweeten that bread and water to you, if Jour teachers be ms 
more removed inio corners, Iſa. 30, 20, 


REFLECTIONS. 


Ts th famine of the word ſuch a fearful judgment ? then | 
Lord pardon my unthankfulneſs, for the plentiful and long 
continued injoyment of ſuch a precious and invaluable mer- 
cy. How lightly have I eſteemed the great things of the 
Goſpel> O that with eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, 1 
might bleſs the Lord, that ever I was brought forth in an 
age of ſo much light! ina valley of viſions, ina Land flow-| 
ing with Goſpel-mercies. Hath not God made if one bloud, all 
the Nations of men, to dwell on the face of the earth? and deter- 
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andthe bands ; of their bs 


| mined the tiger. bare 
uf Adts 17. 26 of populous Nati- 
| NS are 1 


— bor , and places i-itz God ſhould ef 
|beſt place for me, and bring meforth into it, io ſuch an Jap) 
Garg time, ascan hardly'be leld im Hiſtory, for 
tho o plenty of Goſpel-mercies; this age and Nation: 
nſoges z that my Mother did not dci won in the 
Arabia , or waſtes of America, , 
Fave poet Leg the Goſp to and : 


the natural Sun once Uid over Gibeon ; that ſuch CR 
| Gould comjre affeſt'my ſoul, let ſhame cover- my face for 
| enebling fake my heart. 


«2: mt its ſweet influences” re-| 
than that of bread come upen us- | 


| os me, that ever T ſhould Yaryive 
peerions liberties and mercies of it! What 
———— ener jgmen wind rar 
let me- juſtifie thee rt this ſevere” 

wel nut np hr — 


40h, rang alc — 


ric hero pc ban) ens aſotre, 
in the dayes ? kones 

det ares he etcetlent rreaſures of divine 
truths, -Al — my ſoul 1 1- remember ny fauk-this day, little, 
did I then conlider,” that Sermons work tivruponheacts, as 
they are thas elegant, thas admiradle, bat ie ey are infiry- 
ments 1n the hand of God ippointed toſueh an end. Ever 
eAzftin (aid of the Conduits of water, though-one. be in the! 
 - another of a 7 7 pate, a 
f as it is water, and not ag it” comes from ſuch a Con- 
duit : By this alſo, O Lord, thou rebukeſt the ſupineſs and 
formality of thy people. How droivſie, dull, careleſs 
been under the moſt excellent and quickning 
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news) ew more then I, Alas 1 I have often os! vl 
O 


Thed 


2.. 
* "a 
Chriſtians Re- 
i doyſo che nont is like itgit is even | Hedtion 


darkneſs. rl | 
[ 
| 


'# 


Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, © 


Sy before the Lord in Ordinances, » A; 4uyy t£23 ; but 
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| my ſonl hath been wandring abroad, as Chr)ſoſtiom ſpeaks. 
[1 ſhould have come from under every Sermon as a ſheet 
| comes from tne preſs, with all the ſtamps and lively 1mpreſſi- 
| uns of the truths I hard upon my heart. But Aſai! If it 
hid been dzmand2d of m2, as once 1t was of Avriſti:le, after 
2 long and curious Oration, how he liked it, I might have 
anſvered as he did, truly I.did not hear it ;. for I was all t 
while minding another matter, Righteous art thou, O Lord 
in all that 1s come upon us. 
| I amnow as a Spring ſhut up, that can yield no refreſh- 
ment to thirſty ſouls, ready to periſh. Taou haſt ſaid to me 
| -M as once to Ezekiel. Sin of man, bebold, I will make thy tongu: 
| The filent Mi- | cleave to the roof of rhy month, and thou ſhalt be dumb. This 152 
| niſters Relie- | heavy judgment, but thou mult be juſtified and cleared in it, 
— | Although men may not, yet God, if he pleaſe, may put 2 
lighted candle under a buſhel. And herein I muſt' acknow- 
ledge thy righteouſneſs. Many times mye IT been finfully (i- 
lent, when both thy glory and the intereſt of ſouls ingaged 
me to ſpeak. Moſt juſtly therefore haſt thou made my 
| tongue to cleave to its roof. Little did I conſider the pre- 
| ciouſneſs of ſouls, or the tremenduous account to. be given! 
for them, at the appearing of the great Shepherd. T have now 
[time enough to fit doin and mourn over former miſcarri-' 
|ages, and loſt opportunities. Lord reſtore me once again 
'to a ſerviceable capacity, to a larger ſphere of a&ivity for 
'thee, for I am now become as a broken veſſel, It grieves; 
| me to the heart, to ſee thy flock ſcattered, to hear thy people 
icry t9 me, as onceto Joſeph, Give ns bread for nhy ſhould ut! 
| dye in thy preſence? Thy word 18 like fire, ſhut up in my' 
| bones, and I am weary with forbearing, O,that thon would(t 
| once again open the doors of thine houſe, that there may be| 
| bread enough in thine houſe for all thy chyldren, ; 
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The POEM, 


Hen Gcd doth make the (1) heavens above us braſs, (1 )Deur,28.2 3 
The earti's like jron. Floivers, herbs and graſs | 
Have loſt their fragrant green ; are turned (2) yellory. 


The brooks are dry, the pining cattel (3 ) bellow. 
The fat and flowry meadows ſcorcat.and burn'd. 
The Countreys marth is into (4) mourning turn'd. 
The clefted earth, her thirſty mouth ($5) ſets ope, 
Unto the empty clouds; as 'tiwere in hope 
Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay ; 
Her fiery thirſt : but they ſoon pals away. 
The penlive (6) Husbandman with his on eyes, 
Bedews his Land ; becauſe he ſees the skies : 
Refuſe to do it, {7) juſt ſo ſtands the caſe, 
When God from ſouls, removes the means of grace. 
God's Miniſters are clouds, their doctrine ($) rain 
Which when the Lord in judgment ſhall reſtrain : 
The peoples ſouls in ſhort time will de found 
In {ch acaſe, as this dry, parched ground, 
When this (9) ſad judgment falls on any Nation, 
Let Saints thzrein take up this lamentation, 
O dreadful, dark, and diſmal day ! 
Hor 1s our glory fled away ? 
Our Sun gore doyen,, our itars 0're caſt ; 
God's heritage, js now laid walt, 
Ou- pining ſouls no bread can get, 
With wantons God hath juſtly mer. 
When we were fed unto the full, 
This man was tedious ; that was dull. 
But they are gone, and there remain 
No ſuch occaſions to complain. 
Stars are not nov for lights, but ſigns ; 
God knows of what heart-breaking tames. 
Sure heaven intends not peace, but warsz 
In calling home Ambaſladors. 
Q 2 
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(2) Jo«lr-19 


(3) Jocl 1. 34. 


! JEL 14.556, 


! (4)Jorl 1, 11, 
(5) Jeri14 4 


| ($ Deut.31.2, 


| Hheb.6-7,8. 
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How long did Sedow's judgment ſtay 2 
W henerightzous Zo was ſnatcht away. 
How long remain'd that ſtately Hall, 
When Sampſon made the pillars fall ? 
When Horſemen, and Commanders fly ; 
Wo tothe helpleſs Infantry. 
This is a ſad and fatal blow, 
A publick loſs, and overthrow. 
You that ſo long have wiſh'd them gone, 
Be =_ now ; the thing is done. 
Did they torment you ere your day ? 
God hath remoy'd them ont o'th*way. 
Now ſleep in fin, and take your eaſe ; 
Their doctrine ſhall no mere diſpleaſe, 
But Lord} what ſhall become of us ? 
Our Teacher's gone, and left us thus} 
To whom ſhall we our ſelves addreſs, 
When conſcience labours in diſtreſs ? 
O, who ſhall help usat our need ? 
Or pour in Balm, when wounds do bleed? 
Help Lord, fos unto thee our eyes 
Do pour out tears; our groans, our cryes 
Shall never caſe : till thou reſtore 
The mercies which ie had before, 
Till Sions paths where graſs nov grows, 
Be trodden by the feet of thoſe 
That love thy name : and long t* enjoy 
T he mercies they have fin'd away. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Seeds dye and rot, and then mo#t freſh appeav, 
Saints bodies riſe more erient than they were, 


— 


OBSERVATION. 

Fter the ſeed is committed to the earth, it ſeems to pe- 
A riſh and dye, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Fobn 12.24. £x- 
cept 4 corn'of wheat fall into the ground and dye, it abideth alone ; 
but if it dye, it brings forth much frait, The death of the Corn 
in the earth is not a total death, but only the corruption or 
alteration of it : for if once the ſeminal life and vertue of 
it were quite extinguiſht, it could never put forth blade or 
ear without a miracle. Yet, becauſe that alteration is a kind 
of death, therefore Chriſt here uſes it as a fit illuſtration of 
the reſurre&ion. And indeed there is nothing in nature more 
apt to illaftrate that great myſtery. What a fragrant, green 
and beautiful blade do we ſee ſpring up from a corrupted 
ſeed? how black, and mouldy is that? how deautifal and 


verdant 1s this? 


APPLICATION. 


Ven thus ſhalkthe bodies of the Saints ariſe in beauty 
and glory at the reſurre&ion. They are ſq» in diſhononr, 
they are raiſed in glory ; they are ſonn natural bodies, they are 
raiſed ſpiricaal bodies, 1 Cor. 15, 43, 44+ The Hushandman 
knows, that though the ſeed rot in the earth, yet it will riſe 
again, And the believer knows, That though af ter bis thin worm: 
deſtroy his body, yet in his fleſh be ſball ſee God, Jod 19+ 2 5, Gc- 
and the reſemblance betwixt the ſeed ſown, and ſpringing up; 
and the bodies of the Saints dying, and wiſing again, lyes in 
theſe following particulars. 
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Fir!t, tne teed 1s commutced to the earth from whence tt 
| came, ſo 15 the Cay of a Saint ; earth it was, and to earth! 
{it 15 again reſolved. Grace exemptsnot the body of the bell 
a9 from ſeeing corruption, Kew, 8. 10. Though ChriRt be 

in him, yet the body is dead ; that 1s, ſentenced to death, be- 
tcauſe of fin, Heb. 9, wit. [t i; appointed for all men onc: 
Ira dye. 

Secondly, The ſeed is cait into the earth in hope, 1 Cor. 
9.10, Were there not a reſurrection of it expeted, the 
Hu:bandman would never be willing to caſt gway his Corn. 
The bodies of Saints are alſo committed to the grave in; 
hope, 1 Theſ., 4.13, 14- But 1 would not have you to be 1gn1- | 
rant brethren, concerning thoſe nhich are aſleep, as them mwhico| 
have no hope ; for if we Lelieve that Feſws dyed and riſe again, 
even ſo a'ſo them which ſleepin Jeſwe ſhall the Lord [ring with, 
\bim. This bleſſed hope of a reſurre&tion, ſreetens, not only 
[the troubles of life, but the pangs of death. | 

Thirdly, the ſeed is calt znto the earth ſeaſonably, in its 
proper ſeaſon. $0 are the bodies of the Saints, Fob 5. 26. 
Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age, ar a ſhock of corn cometh! 
in, in its ſeaſon, They alwayes dye mn the fitteſt time, though 
ſometimes they ſeem to dye immaturately. The time of their | 
death was from all eternity prefixt by God, beyond which! 
they cannot go, and ſhort of which they cannot come, | 

The ſeed lyes many dayes and nights ander the clods, b2-! 
foreit riſe and appear again. Even /o man lyeth down, and 
riſeth not aptin till the bravens be no more, Job 14. 12. The! 
dayes of darkneſs inthe grave are many. | 

When the time is come for its ſhooting up, the earth that 
covered it can hide it nolonger, it cannot keep it down a day 
morez it will find or make a way through the clods. So in 
that day when the great trump ſhall ſound, bone ſhall come 
to his bone; and the graves ſhall not be able to hold them 2 

mute longer. Both Sea and earth muſt render the dead; 
that are in them, Kev. 20, I3- | 

When the ſeed appears above ground again, it appears, 
much more freſh _ orient than when it was caſt into the 
earth, God cloaths it with ſuch beautys that it is not lice] 


to 


4 
, 


— 


to what 1t-was before.. Thus riſe the dodies of Saints, mar- 
|vell zully 1mproved, oeautihed, and perfected with ſpiritual | 
| qualities and rich endowments z in reſpect whereof taey are; 
called ſpiritual bodies, 1 Cor. 15+ 43- not properly N Dat | 
analogically ſpiritual ; for look as ſpirits ſudlilt without 
food, raiment, ſleep, know no laſſitud?, wearineſs or pain ; 
[ſo our dodics after the reſurretion ſhall oe above theſe ne- 
cellities and diſtempers z for we ſhall be as the Angels of 
| God, Mar. 22. 39. Yea, our vile. bodies ſhall b: changed, 
'and made like unto Chrilts glorious body ; which is the high-| 
elt pitch, and aſcent of glory and honour, that an humane 
[body is capable of, Poil. 3-21 . Indeed the glory of tac 
foul ſhall ve the greateſt glory ; that's the orient invalua.}/e | 
jem z but God will beſtoiv a diſtat glory upon the body, | 
\and richly enammel the very caſe in which that precious 
jeivel ſhall be kept. In that glorious morning of the reſur- 
'rection, the Saints ſhall put on their new freth ſuits of lefh, | 
richly laid and trimmed with glory. Thoſe bodies wich in 
|the gray2 were but duſt and rottenneſs, when it delivers them 
| daCk again, ſhail be ſhining and excellent pieces, avſolutely | 
and everlaſtingly freed. (1) From all natural infirmitics| 
and diſtempers; death is their good Phyſician, which at 
once freed them of all diſcaſes. *Tis a great afflictio: 
now to many of the Lord's people, to be clog'e with o 
many bodily infirmities which render them very unſervice- 
able to God. The ſpirit indeed is willings but the fte)h is weak. 
A crazy body retorts and ſhoots back its diſtempers upon the 
ſoul with which it is ſo clofely conjoyned; but: though now |: 
the ſoul (as Thropbraſizs ſpeaks) (payes- a dear rent tor the 
| Tabernacle in loch «dwells, yerwhen deathdifſolves that 
|Tadergacle, all the diſeaſes ng under which it groan |, 
|ed ſhall be buried inthe rubbiſh of its mortality ;. and when | 
they come to be reunited again, God will beſtow rich vifts 
and doyries,even upon the body,in the day of its re-eſpouſals|, 
'to the foul. (2) It ſhall be freed from alt qctgemieyeat gre || 
are no. breaches, lays, 'monſtroſities. in, glorahed &;/| 
Hat of them 1t May much rather be ſaid, ,vaat: W3s.once pe 
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of Abſalom, 2 Sam, 14, 35. T has from the cronn'd{ his head, i 
th/); 
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104 Haxbaniry jperienelized ; Or, | 
the ſ0.e of bis foot 5 there"was tio blemiſh in him: (3ly.) It ſhall} 
be freed from all natural neceſſities, to which it is now ſub- 
jected in this its animal ſtate. How is the ſonl now diſquiet-! | 
ed and tortured with cares and troubles, to provide for : 
periſhing body? Many unbelieving and unbecoming fears 
It is now vexed iith. What ſhall it eat? and what ſhall i:| 
drink?and wherewithal ſhall it be cloathed ? Bus arears for thy! 
belly, and the belly fur meats 3 Grd fhall deſtroy both it and them.,| 
x Coy. 6. 13. (4. e.)) as to their preſent uſe and office ; for 
asto its exiſtence, ſe the belly ſhall not be deſtroyed. But! 
even asthe Maſts, Poop and Stern of a Ship abide in the! 
harbour after the voyage is ended, ſo ſhall theſe bodily 
members, as 7ertlian excellently illuſtrates it. (4ly.) They 
ſhall be freed from death, to which thenceforth they can 
be ſubjet no more; that formidable adverſary of nature 
ſhall aflault it no more. For they which ſhall be acconnted wor- 
thy to obtain that worid, andthe reſuyrettion from the dead 5 nti-| 
ther marry, ny are given in marriage , neither can they dye an) 
more; for they ſhall le equal to the Angels, and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the children of the reſurreltion, Luk.20.35,36. 
Markt [equal to the Angels |not that they ſhall be ſeparate, 
: ac | and fingle ſpirits without bodies, as the Angels are, but e- 
—- {44006 qual to them in the way and manner of their living and a&t- 
BI]6s- ing. We ſhall then live: upon God, and a& freely, purely, 
and delightfully for God; for all kind of living upon, and 
del'2hting in creatures, ſeems in that Text (by a Synech-| 
- Idoche of the part which is o:dinarily in Scripture put for 
all creature-delights, dependencies, and avoctfried) to be) 
excluded: Nothing but God thall- enamour and: fill the ſoul, 
and the body ſhall be perfeRaly ſabdued to the ſpirit, Lord, 
iy fat haſt thou prepared for them that love thee ? 


REFLECTIONS. 


YE 1 ſhalt eceivo my body again, ſo dighified and impro- 
ed in the wot1d to come, then Lord let me never be unwil- 
ling touſe my body now for the intereſt of thy glory, or my 
own Salyation. Now, O my God, it grieves me to think 

ho 


—— 
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how many P72Ci0us oppo! tunities of ſ:rving ard honours 
, I have lc {t under pretence of en langerivo my healta. 

"$ have been more ſclicitous to live long and hea!t! ity, 
t1an to [ive afcfully and froitfully ; and! I1xc cnougn My [1:e 


: * - 1 
Nadgl JSM Mc:rcie *rVICCA ble (0 Tee, if it / | 1a n- 4 I, ya IO 1 4:98 


,, : 


ervaiRhed ©) one 

Feolifh X u', ha n God g1Ven ICC A body for 4 [1 I. 
tool or 11) tcumert? and art thou afraid to uſe it? Vaercem 
is the mercy of having a body, if not in ſpending and wearing ; 
it cut 11 tac ſervice of God? to have an as tive vIgOron 8 0OQY, | 
& not 0  1m1plo) and exc: —_ it for (30 pd, for fear of ena: 1Ger- 
ing its health, is as 1 e fl o:1d give thee 2 2andfon nd; 
18: ITT a norſe &, U _ n condition thou ſhoulait not riae © 7 
werk him.. O ! if ſome of the Saints had | enjoyed the dleflng| 
of ſuch 1 an healthy 1Ctive body as mine, what excellent ſer-| 


'vices' would they have performed to Goo un 1t? | 
If my bod) ſhall as ſurely riſe againin glory, vigour and| 2, bil 
'excell-nt endowments as the ſeed which I lov Goth, Vy |. wwe 
| ſhould not tits comfort me over all t:12 pains, weakne lleS|6.on. — 
ue _— eſs with which my ſoul 1« now clogged? Thou know | | 
jc y Ged, what a grief it hata been to my ſoul. to de fet- | 


be imtargled wath the Liſte mpers and manifold in- 
| Cifpoſitions cf ta 15 vile body, It bake made M >feh ard ſay, | 
"1th holy Aj ze, inhen he ſar the mon eng 047d veighs| 
ed down by the ſtone 2 harging at her cg, Lord, e125 it fares} 
vith tne (ont of thy » ſervant ! ſain would I ſerve, glorihe, 
and enjoy thee, but a ciſltempered dedy will nor let me. 
However, it is revivirg to think, that though I am now | 
forced to crawl like a worm in the diſcharge of my duties, | 
I ſhall ſhortly fly like a Seraphim in the execution ct tay 
| will. Cheer up drooping ſoul, the time is at hand, when 
thou ſhalt be made more villing than thou art, and thy fleſh 
not fo weak asno'v 1t 18. v 
And is it ſo indeed ? then let the dying Saint like 7. ecol The d 
ay up himſelf upon his bed, and incourage himfelf againitigaing,” Kettce 
e fears of death by this refreſhing conſideration, Let &ion. | 
him ſay with holy dying Muſculns, Why trembleſt thou X 
(O my ſoul!) to go forth cf this T thernacle to the Land x | | 
P reſt ?| 
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"foals KeheRn ſoul and body vluſh, yea tremble when they meer, who' hve 
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ret? hath thy body been ſuch a pleaſant habitation to ihee, | 
that thou ſhonldlt ve ſo leath to part with it, though but for 
a time? and with aſſurance of receiving it again with ſuch a 
glorious improvement? I know {O my ſoul) that taou haſt 
a natural incl nation to this body, reſulting from the dear | 
'and ſtrict union which God himſelf hath made betwaxt thee 
ard it 1 yea, even tae hoſielt of mendo ſometimes ſenfivly 
feel the hke in themſelves ; b:t beware thou love it not 1m- 
| moderately or inordinately z *tis but a creature, how dear 
'ſoever it be to thee : yea, a fading creature, and that which 
'noiv ſtands in thy way to the full enjoyment of. God, But 
ſay my ſoul , why are the thoughts of parting with it ſo 
' burdenſom to thee > Why ſo loath to take death by its cold 
hand > Is this body thy old and dear friend > True, but yet 
thou parteſt not with it nponſuch ſad terms,as ſhould deſerve 
a rear at parting. For mayeſt thoa not ſay of this Ceparture, , 
las Paal of the departure of Onefmw, Philem. v. 15. 1: 
| theref, re departe:h for a ſeaſon that thou mayeſt receive it for ever. 
The day of re-eſpouſals will quickly come, and in the mean 
'time as thy body ſhall not be ſentible of the tedious lengt{ | 
of interpoling time, ſo neither ſhalt thou be ſolicitons about | 
thine abſent friend : for the fruition of God in that thine; 
unbodied ſtate, ſhall fill thee with infinite ſatisfaRtion and | 
reſt, 

Or is it not ſo much imply for parting with it, as for the | 
manner ef thy parting, either by the (low and lingring ap- | 
proaches of a natural, or the quick and terrible approaches | 
of a violent death : Why, trouble not thy ſelf about that ;' 
'for if Godlead thee through the long dark lane of a tedious| 
(ſickneſs, yet at the end of it is thy fathers houſe. And for a 
| violent death *tis not ſo material, whether friends or ene- 
| mies ſtand weeping or tri2mphing over thy dead body, Ni- | 
bil corpus ſentit in nervo cum anims ſit in celo. When thy ſoul 
ſhall be in heaven, *twill not be ſenſible how the body is uſed 
on earth. | | 

But oh ! what an uncomfortable parting will mine be ?' 
and how much more ſad our meeting again! how will this! 
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Deen copartners in ſo much guilt? I .damn'd my ſoul, to 
pleaſe my fleſh, and now have ruin'd both thereby : had x de- 
nied my fleſh to ſerve Chriſt, worn cut my body in the ſer- | 
vice of my ſoul;Ihad thereby happily provided for them both, 
[ut I began at the wrong end, and ſo have ruin'd both eter- 


Es 
| The Poem, 


| DD Are ſeeds have no great beauty, but inhum'd 


! JJ That which they had is loſt 3 and quite conſum'd : 


| They ſoon (4) corrupt, and groiv more baſe by odds 
{When dead ; and buried underneath the clods. 
'[r falls in (b) baſeneſs, but at length doth riſe 

In glory ; which delights beholders eyes. 

How great a difference have a few dayes made 
'Betwaxt it, in the buſhel, and the blade ! 

This lovely, lively emblem apy may 
Type out the glorious Reſurrection day. 
; Wherein the Saints that inthe daſt do lye, 

Shall riſe in glory, vigour, dignity. 

With ſinging in that (c) morning they ariſe, 
[And (4) dazling glory z ſuch as mortal eyes 
[Ne're viewed on earth. The ſparkling beauties here, 
'No more can equalize their ſplendor there : 
Thanglimmering glow-worms do the faireſt ſtar, 
That ſhines in heaven; or the ſtones that are 

in every {treet, may competition hold 

With gl:ttering diamonds in rings of gold. 

For unto (e) Chrilt's moſt glorious body they 
Shall be conform'd in glory, at that day ; 

Whoſe luſtre would, ſhonld it on mortals fall ; 
Tranſport a Stephen, and confound a Paw. 


'*Tis noiv a courſe, and crazy houſe of clay z 
But O! how dear do ſouls for lodging pay ! 
b 
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(a) Joh. I L.24- 


(b) t Cor. ng. 
43. 


| (c) Pla-49.14. 
(4)Mar. 13-43. 
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(f )Rev.7-17- 


(g) Mai.2 6.41 


Upon the re- 
CN danes of 
wheat and 
(Fares- 


| 
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Feiy more than T, for thou my-ſoul haſt bin 
Within theſe tents of Kedzr cooped in- 

Where withdiſtempers clog'd, thou mak'ſt thy moaiis, 
And for deliverance with tears and groans ; 

'Haſt often ſired, cheer up, the ( f) time will be 
When thou from all theſe troubles ſhalt be free. 
No jarring humours, cloudy vapours, rheums; 
JPajns, aches, or wht ever elſe conſames 

[My dayes in grief 3 whil'ſt in the Chriſtian race, 
Fleſh lags behind ; (g) andean'tkeep equal pace 
With the more willing ſpirit : none of theſe, 
Shall thenceforth clog thee, or diſturb thine eaſe, 


CHAP. XII. 


As wheat reſembled is by wiler tares, 
So wile bypocriſie like grace appears, 


OBSERVATION, 


T is Jerems Obſervation, that what and tares are ſo 
much alike in their firſt ſpringing up, that it is exceed- 
i0g difficult to diſtinguiſh the one from the other. Theſe 
Are his words, Inter triticum & lolium qu1mdin herba eft, & 
nondnm cu'mm yenit ad ſpicams grandts fimilituds eft : & in-' 
diſcernends aut nulla, aut perdifficils d;/tantia. The difference | 
(faith he) between th2m is either none at all, or wonderful | 
difkcult to diſcern,which thoſe words of Chriſt, Mar. 1 3.30. 
pany confirm, Let them both alone till the Harveſt; there- 
y intimating, both the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing the tares 
end wheat; asalſo, the unvarrantable i of bold and 
haſty cenſures of mens ſincerity or hypocrihee, which is there 
fladoywed by them. 


AP- 
' 
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APPLICATION, 
Ow difkcult ſoever it be to diſcern the difference be- 


can much eater diſcriminete them, thin th2 moſt quick and 


eaſily miſtake for the ſaving and genuine effett; of the ſanctify- | 
ing Spirit, 

Doth the Spirit of God convince the conſciences of his 
people, . of the evil of fin> Row. 9.9, Hypocrites have 
their conviRtions too, Exod. 10.16, [hen Pharoah called for 
Moles and Aaron in haſte, and hb: ſ1id, I have ſinned againſt the 
Lord your God, and againſt yu. Thus was Saw alſo convicted, 
194m, 15, 24+ 

Doth true conviction and compunRtion work reformae. 
tion of life, in the people of God? even hypocrites alſo 
have been famous for the1r reformations. The unclean ſpirit 
often goes out of the formal hypocrite, by an external re'oz- | 
mation ; and yet ſtill retains his propriety in them, MH, 
12,43. 44- Fos that departure 1s inde2d no more than a 
politick retreat. Many that ſhall never eſcape the dzmna- 
tion of hell, have yet eſcaped the pollutions of the wor!d, 
and that by the - knowledge of th: Son. of God), 2 Pe. 
2, 20. 

Doth the Spirit of the Lord produce that glorious and 
ſupernatural work of faith, yn convinced and humbled ſouls ? 
in this alſo the hypocrite ap2s and imitates the believer, At; 
8. 13- Then Simon bimſelf belirved alſo, Luke 8. 13. Theſe 
are they which for a while believe, and in time of tempuation fall 
4way, 

Doth the precious eye of faith diſcovering the tranſcen- 
dent excellencies that are in Chriſt, inflame the affeRions of 
the believing ſoul with vehement deſires and lopgings after 
Wacky Strange motions of heart haye alſo been found in hy- 


cial and common grace : for all ſaving graces in tae $:ints ! 
have their counterfeits jn hypocrites, There are þmilay | 
works 1n theſe, which a ſpiritual and very judic:ous eye may | 


twixt Wheat and tares ; ps doubtleſs the eye of ſence | 


piercing eye of man candiſcern the difference betiixt fpe- | 
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pocrites towards Cariſt and cavenly things, Jch. 6. 34. 
ord, evermore give # this read, Mar. 2%. 8, Give 1 of your| 
yley for 07 lamps are gone ont. With what a rapture was Ba-| 
4:m tranſported, when he ſaid, Le: me dye the de'th of the 
righteous, and my loſt end Le like his? Numb. 23.10. 

Doth the work of faith in ſome believers bear upon its 
'op branches, the full ripe fruits of a bleſſed aflurance ?, 
Lo ! What ſtrong confidences, and high built perſwafiors ct 
1 interelt in God, have ſometimes been found, eve: in un-! 
anGtified ones? Jch. 8. 54, Of nbom you ſay, that be us your: 
Gd, and 1:t ye have not known bim. To the ſame hight of! 
confidence arrived thoſe vain ſouls, mentioned in Roms. 3,7g. 
Yea, ſo ſtrong may this falſe aſſurance be, that they dare 
zoldly venture to go to the judgment ſeat of God, and there: 
defend it, A4-t. 9. 22, Ld, Lid, have ne not prophecyed in 
thy name . | 
Doth the Spirit of God fill the heart of the aſſured be-! 
lever with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, giving them, 
through faith a prelibation or foretalte of h2aven it {{1f, in 
thoſe firſt fruits of it > Hoiv neer to this comes that which! 
the Apoſtle ſuppoſes may be found even in Apoſtates! Heb.6, | 
$,9. whoare there ſaid, to t1ſte the gead wird of God, and' 
the porrers of the world to come, What ſhall 1 fay, if real 
Chriſtians delight in Ordinances, thoſe that are non2 may 
ilſo delight in approaching to God, Exzck. 33, 33. It may 
be you will ſay, though the difference be not eaſily diſcern-! 
a le in their active obedience; yet, when it ſhall come to 
ſuttering, there every eye may diſcern it : the falſe heart 
vill then flinch, and cannot brook that work. And yet,even 
tis 15 ro infallible rule neither z, for the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, 
that the Sa/4mandar of hypocrihe may live in the very flames 
f Martyrdom, x Cor, 13. 3. {f [ give mybody to be burnt, 
nd hav nit charity. And 1t was long fince determined in 
this Caſe, Non pena, ſed canſa facit Martyre 3 ſo that without 
controverſie, the d:fhiculty of diſtinguiſhing them js ve: y 
oreat. | | 
Ard this difference will yet be more ſubtile and undi-! 
ſcernable, if I ſhould tell you, that as in ſo many things, the | 


by hypo- 
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vell as hearing, a Jadas preaching Chriſt, an Alerinder 


[4 David condemning that in another , which 12 practiſed 
himſelf 5; an Hezchia glorying in his riches, a Peter difiem- 
;>Iing, and even all the Diſciples forſating Chriſt in an hour 
'of trouble and davger. O then! how hard is it for the eye 


'of man to diſcern hetwixt chaff and wheat > how many up-! 


|right nearts are nov cenſured, whom God wall clear ? hov 
many falſe hearts are nov approved, whom God will con- 
demn? men ordinarily have no clear convictive proofs, bu 
only probable ſymptoms, wh'ch at molt can beget but a con- 
j:Ctural knowledge of an others ſtate. And they that ſhall 
peremptorily judge cither way, may poſſibly wrong the ge- 
neration of the upright g or on the other ide, adtolve and 
jultifie the wicked. Ard truly, conſidering what hath been 
latd, it is nogreat wonder that dangerous miſtakes are ſo 


frequently made in this matter. But though man cannot; the | 


Lord both can, and will perfetly diſcriminate them. The 
Lird bmogeth who are bus, 2 Tim, 2.19. He will have a day 
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Waen we find a Pairoab coniehng, an Herod pract.tino, as 


|renearing his lite for Paul 3 and on the other ſide, ſhall find 
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hypocrite reſembles t1e Saint ; fo there are other things! 
in which a real Chriftian may a& too like an hypocrite. 


1 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


[ 
| 


| 
| 


-perfeatly to ſever the tares from the wheat, to melt oft the | 


[varniſh of the moſt reſptendent and refined typocrite, and 
t0 blow off the aſhes of infirmities, which have covered and 
obſcured the very ſparks of ſincerity in his people. He wall 
make ſuch a divifion as was never yet made in the world, 
how many diviſions fo2ver there have beenin it. And then 
ſhall men indeed return, and diſcern betwixt the righteous and the 
Iniched ; betwixt bim that ſerverh God, and him that ferveth him 
ns, Mean while (my ſoul ) thou canſt nor better 1mploy thy 
ſelf, whether thou be ſound or unſound, than in making theſe 
refletzons upon thy ſelf. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Nd is this ſo? then Lord, pardon the raſhneſs and pre- 


cipitancy of my cenſorious ſpirit 3 for 1 my 


The cenſorious 
fouls Refletion 
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| 
| boldly anticipated thy judgment, andaflumed thy = 
| tive, although thou haſt ſaid, #by deft thou jedge thy lrather ?| 
| md why deft thox ſet at naught thy brither ? we ſhall all ſtand le-| 
rethe indgment [et of Chriſt ; fer it is written, a; I live ( ſaiih| 
e L-rd) every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tingne (all can-\ 
[ro Grd, I.tt ns not therefire judge one anther any mive,! 
0,722. 14+ 10, 11, 12, 13+ Andagun, He that judgeth me +: 
ule Lird. Let ws trerefore judge wihing leftere the time, witil the! 
Lord come, who both will bring to light the bidden things of dar{-! 
t, and make mumifeſt the comſels of the heart z and then ſi li 
ery man have praiſe of Godt Cor. 4. 4 5+ | 
What if God will on ſome of them for ais Sons, to 
\xhom I refuſe to give th reſpeR ot. brethren? I may paſs; 
'kaity and headlong cenſures upon others, but where is my 
[commiſhon for ſo doing? I want not only a commithon, bat| 
fir qualifications for ſuch a work as this. Can I pierce into! 
[the heart as God? Carr I anfallid'y diſcover tae hidden mo- 
tives, ends, and principles of ations? Beſides, O my ſoul ! 
'thou art conſcious of fo much falſneſs. in thy ſelf, that were 
there no other confideration, that alone might reſtrain the 
from /all uncharitable and haſty cenſures. If others knew 
{but what I-know of my ſelf, would they not judge as ſeverely! 
lof me, 25 I do of others ? | 
2 Though I may notyudge the final ſtate of another, yer] 
The preſump- th and ought to judge the ftate of my own ſoul 3 which is 
cuous ſouls Re- jdoubtleſs a more neceſlary and concerning work to me, Fo 
(fiction, fince/every ſaving grace in a Chriltzan hath its counterfeit 
the hypocrite, hoy needful- is it, for thee, (O my ſoul) ti 
make a ſtand here, and ſolemnly to ponder this great queſti- 
on ! whether thoſe things whsreon I depend as my beſt evi- 
dences for the life to come, be the real, or only the common. 
works of the Spirit ? whether they be ſuch as can noi en- 
dure the teſt of the Word, and abide afair tryal at the bar 
of my own conſcience ? | 
Come then, my ſoul 1 ſet the Lord beforethze, to whor 
the ſecrets of all hearts are manifeſt; apd in the aivfu! 
ſence of that great day, make true anſiver to theſe heart-dil- 
covering queries z for though tnou canſt not diſcern the! 
| difference 
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difference betwixt theſe things in another , yet thou mayeſt : 
{and oughteſt to d ſcern it in thy ſelf 3 for what man knozys 
the things of .a man, ſaye the ſpirit of man that 1s in; 
: him ? | 
| Firlt, Is my obedience uniform? am I the ſame man 
in all times, places and companies? or rather, am I not ex- 
'aR and curious in open and publick;z remiſs and careleſs, in 
private and ſecret duties? fincere ſouls are uniform ſouls, 
| Pſa, 119, 6, the hypocrite is no. cloſet-man, CAL, 6,5. | 

Secondly, Doth that which I call grace in me, oppoſe | 
and mortifie, or doth it not rather quietly conſiſt with, and] 

protet my luſts and corruptions? true grace tollerates no 
(luſt, Gal. 5.27, No, not the boſom darling-corruption, 
' Pſal. 18, 23- 

' Thirdly, Doth that which I call my grace, humble, 
(empty and abaſe my ſoul? or zather, Joth it not puft it up 
with ſelf-conceitedneſs> all ſaving grace is humbling 
| grace, 1 Cor, I5. 10, But the ſoul which is lifted up, is not up- 
right, Hab. 2.4. 

Laſtly, Canit thou (my ſoul) rejoyce and bleſs God for 
| the FAC imparted to others? and rejoyce, if any deſign 
for Chriſt be carried on in the world by other hands? or ra- 
ther, doſt thou not envy thoſe that excel thee, and careſt for 
;no york in hich thou art not ſeen? 
| Bur ſtay my ſoul, it is enough : If theſe be the ſubſtan- 
| hal difterences betwixt ſpecial and common grace, I more 
{than doubt, I ſhall not endure the day of his coming, #-1/e 
[a0 & in his band, Do not thoſe ſpots appear upon me, which 

are not the ſpots of his children> Wo is me, poor wretch, 
the charaters of death are upon my ſoul 1 Lord, add poiver 
| to the form, life to the name to live, prattiſe to the knoiv- 
| ledge, or I periſh eternally 1 O rather give me the Sins 
| beart , than the Angel's rongue ; the pooreſt breathing of thy' 
| Spirit, than the richeſt ornaments of common gifts ! let me' 
| neither deceive my ſelf or others, in matters of ſ0 deep and, 
everlaſting conſequence ! 


Q The 


et3 


| 
4 
| 


— —_————— — 


OOO ets Go me yt ene Ce EEE. AA t_ CCoo_—_—————— 


— — 


”— — - 


The Poem. 


N Eaſtern Countrey*, as good Authors write, 


| 


Tares in their ſpringing up appear to ſight ; 

| 'Not like it ſelf,, a weed but real wheat ; 
Whoſe ſaape, and form itcounterfeits ſoneat ; 

{That *rould require a molt judicious cye, 

| The one fram Yother to diverſifie. 

'Till >oth to ſome maturity de pron, 


| 
| | And then the difference is Cas'ly known, 
| (1)Mar-13-30 | Even thus (1 ) hypocrifie that curſed weed, 
| Springs up ſo like true grace, that he wil peed 
| More than a common inſight in this caſe, 
| \That ſaith this is not, that 1s real grace» 
'Ne*re did the cunning ARor, though a ſlave 
array*d in princely robes ;himſelf behave 
(So like a King z as this doth a the part 
| Of ſaving grace, by its deep helliſh art. 
Do gracious ſouls G) melt, mourn and weep for hn? 
0 yoo 7- 33. The like in (3) hypocrites obſery'd hath been, 
ORD Have they their (4) comforts, joyes, and raptures ſyeet ? | 
(4) Joh.$-33 *| With them in comforts (5 )hypocrites do meet, | 
: " [In all religious duties, they can go 
— (ee as Is, in (Omethings ba real N 
6)Num.3 4.4. | They ſpeak like Angels, (6) and you'l think within 
oo = The very ſpirk of Chriſt z and grace hath din, 
They come ſo neer, that ſome like Iſaac take 
| Facob for Eſau; this for that miſtake. 
; And boldly cal (their eyes with bis being dim} 
True grace hypocriſie, and duty fin, 
| Yea, many alſo Jacob ike imbrace 
| Leob for Kaehel, common gifts for grace, 
And in their boſoms hug it, till the light 
Diſcover their miſtake; and cleer their fight, 
And then like him, cenfpunded they will cry, 
Alas 1 'tis Leah, curs'd hypocrihe, 
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Guide me my God, that I may not in ſtead 
Of ſaving grace, narſe up this curſed weee, 
O let my heart by thee at laſt be found 

Sincere, and all thy workings on it ſound. 


CHAP. XUI. 


Fowls, weeds, and blaflings do your corn anus z 
Even ſo corruptions wang your grace deſtroy, 


OBSERVATION, 


Here are (amongſt many others ) three critical and; 
dangerous _— detwixt the ſeed-tame and Har-| 
veſt, The firſt, when corn is newly committed to the earth, | 
all that lyes uncovered is quickly pickt up by the birds z and, 
much of that which is but {lj ney covered, is ſtockt up as! 
ſoon as it begins to ſprout, . by Rooks and other devouring 
foils, Mat, 13. 4+ bur if at efcape the fowvls, and gets; 
root in the carth, yet then is it hazarded by noxious weeds, 
vhich purloin and ſack ayay itsnouriſhment, whilſt it 1s yet 
inthe tender blade. If by the care of the vigilant Husband- 
man it be freed from choaking weeds ; yet laſtly, as great 
a danger as any of the former {till attends at; for of- 
tentimes, whalſt it is blowing in” the ear, blaſtings , and 
| mildews, (mite it in the talk, which cuts of the juice 
ind ſap that ſhould aſcend to nouriſh the ear 3 and ſo 
| ſhrivels and dries up the grain whilſt it is yet immature, \ 
whereby it becomes like thoſe ears of corn in Phoyaoks vili-" 
on, Which were thin, and blaſted with the Eaft-wind ; or| 
like the ears the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of upon the honſe top, | 


Q 2 


| wherewith the reaper filleth not his arms. 
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APPLICATION. 


| Rue grace from the infancy tothe perfection therevf,, 
| confiicts with far more greiter dangers, amongſ 

vinch it anſwerably meets with three eange- ous periods! 
| yhich marvellouſly hazard it; So that it 1s a Much greater! 
'yonder that it ever arrives at its juſt perfection, For (1) no 
[ſocner hath the great Husdandmain dafleminated theſe aoly | 
| ſeeds in the regenerate heart, bur multitudes of impetyous| 
'corruptions immediately aflzult, and: would certainly de- 
[your them like the fowls cf the air, 1d not the ſame arm | 
that ſowed them, alſo protet them. Ir fares with grace, as 
| wvith Chriſt its Author, whom Herd ſought to deſtroy in his 
| very infancy. The new creature 1s ſcarce warm in its ſeat, 
before it muſt fight to defend it” ſelf. T his conflict is excel- 
lently ſet forth in that famous Text, Gal. 5. 17. The fleſh 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpiris againſt the fleſh, and theſe 
are contrary the one to the other 5 ſo that ye cannit do the ebing, 
that ye wonld. 

By fieſh, here underſtand the corruption of nature by 
original fin, and the ſinful motions thereof; by ſpirir, not 
the ſoul, or natural ſpirit of man, but the Spirit of God in 
man, viz, thoſe graces in men hich are the workmanthip 
of the Spirit, and therefore called by his name. The oppo. 
Gtion betwixt theſe two is expreſled by luſtirg (4.e.) detiring 
the mutual ruine and deftru&ion of each other:tor,cven when 
they are not aCting, yet then they are __ there is an op- 
| re diſpoſition againſt each other ; which oppoſition is 
th a formal and an effeftive oppoſition. There are tio con. 
trary forms, two men in every Saint, Col. 3, 9, 10, From | 
hence an- effeRive oppoſition muſt needs follow ; for as. 
{ things are in their natures and principles, ſo they are in their | 
operations and effets; workings alwvayes follow beings . | 
(fre and water are of contrary qualities, ard when they | 
meet, they efteRively oppoſe each other, Sin and grace are / 
ſo oppoſite, that if fin ſhould ceaſe to oppoſe grace, it| 
would ceaſe to be fin 3 and if grace ſhould not oppoſe fin, 

it 
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enemy can do, for it is not only alwayes in the ſame ſonl 


the ſoyl which ſuits with it, And yet, oh the wonder of free 
grace!it is not ſwallowed up in victory, it eſcapes this hazard. 


this, even by temptations which ſtrike deſperately at .t 


it would ceaſe to be grace. And this doth much more endan- 


ger the work of grace, than any other enemy it hath; be- | 
cauſe it works againlt it more inzard/y, conſtantly, and 4d- | 
vantagion{ly, than any thing elſe can do, (1) More inwardly, | 


for it hath its being and working in the ſame ſou! where grace 
dxyell:z yea, in tne {gf ſame faculties, ſo that it not only 
ſets one faculty agrinlt another, but the ſame faculty againſt 


it ſelf, th2 underſtanding againſt the underſtanding, and the | 


vill :g2inſt thewill ; ſo that ye cannot do the good, nor 


yet the evil that ye would z not the good that ye would, | 


becauſe when the ſpirit moves to good , and beats 
upon the heart by divine pulſation: , exciting it to duty, 
the fleſh croſſes and oppoſes it there; and if it can- 
not totally hinder the performance of a duty, yet 
it lames the ſoul upon the working hand, whereby th2 per- 
formance 1s not ſo tpiritual, free and compoſed, as it detres; 


nor yet the evil that you would commit, if grace were not 


" . . . . - , : 
there, becauſe when luſt ſtirs in its furlt motions, grace puts | 


arubin its way. How can | do this great wickedneſs, and jin + | 
gainſt God? Gen. 39. 9. And if it cannot (which for the 
molt part it doth) hinder the afting of fin, yet it ſo ingages 
the wall againſt it, that it is not committed with complacen- 
cy and full conſent, Xom. 7.15. What [ doyl] allow nat, (3) It 
oppoſes it more conſtantly, it's like a continual dropping 3 a 
man canno more flie from this enemy, than from nhuavelt. 
There is ative when the devil leaves tempting, AMar.q.z1. 
but no time when corruption ceaſes from working, And 
laſtly, it oppoſes grace more advantegiouſly than any gther 


with it , but it is there naturally ; it hath the advantage of 


But ( 2ly.) it ſoon meets with another, though it eſca 


very life of it ; for theſe, like the weeds, with ſeemingly 
loving imbraces, claſp about it ; and did not the faithful 
God now make a way to eſcape, inſtead of an Harveſt, we 


ſhould have an heap? For, alas, what are we! to mx 
wit 
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with principalitie3 and powers, and ſpirutttal wickednefles in] 

'high places ? | 

| Laſtly, ſad relapſes like blaſts and ruſtings do often fade, 

and greatly endanger it, when it's even ready for the Hare! 

'veſt, Thus it fell out with David, whoſe lait wayes were not 

(like his firſt 3 and yet by this, theſe haly fruits are not utter. 

ly deſtroyed, becauſe it is the ſeed of God; and ſo is im- 

| mortal, x Jchbn 5. 4,5. and alſo becauſe the promiſes of per- 

ſeverance and viRory made to it, cannot be frultrated z a- 

- [mongſt which theſe are excellent, //z. 54. 10+ Jer. 34+ 40. 

1 Cor. 1.8, Pal, n, 3. Pſal, 125. 1. Ji. 4+ 14. $0 that 

' here js matter of unſpeakable comfort z though the fleſh 

fay, Ego deficiam, I will fail thee 3 though the world ſay, 

Ego decipiam, 1 will deceive thee z though the devil (ay, 

| Egoeripi-m, I will ſnatch thee away 4g as long gs Chriſt 

'Aaith, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee ; thy graces 
are ſecure, in the midſt of all theſe enemies. 


REFLECTIONS, 


I | OE 
_ " His ſoul of mine was once ploived up by conviction 
= — and ſown (as Ithought) with the ſeed of God, In thoſe 


Reflefion, | 
dayes many purpoſes and good reſolations began to chink 


and bud forth, promihng a bleſſed Harveſt : but O 1 (with 
what conſternation and horror ſhould I ſpeak it?) the cares 
| and pleaſures of this life, the luſts and corruptions of my 
| baſe heart ſpringing ap, have quite dettroyed and choakt it ; 
| by wich it appears, at was not the ſeed of God, as I then 
| imagined it tobe ; and now my expected Harveſt ſhall be 
an heap, in the day of grief, and deſperate ſorrow, 1/a, 17.11. 
{I hadconviRtions, but they are gone : troubles for fin, con-! 
| cience of duties, bnt all is blaſted, and my ſoul is now a: 
a barren field, which God hath curſed. 

Wois me 1. T have revolted from God, and now that. 
dreadful word, Fer. 17.5, 6. isevidently fulfilled upon me; 
For I am like the heath in the deſert, chat ſeqth not when pood 
cometh 5 my ſoul inhabits the parebed places of the milderneſz. 
Alas 1 all my formal and heartleſs duties were but as ſo many 

[cares 
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ſcare-crov9"t. the field, which could not defend theſe 
(light vorkings from d2ing d2voured by the infernal forv!s. | 
Had thef2 principles bezn the ſeed of God, 'no doubt they | 
«011d have continued and overcome the world, : F#.2.19, 
Wretched ſoul ! thy caſe is (ad, it will be better with the| 
{uncaltivated wilderneſs, than with ſach a miſcarrying ſoyl , 
unleſs th2 great Husbandman plow thee up the ſecond tim2, 
tand ſo v thy heart with better ſeed. | | 
| Andare thz carruptions of my heart to grace, what foivis, | 2+ 

veeds, and milde:vs are to the corn > Q what need havel| 7 hs _ [s 
then to warch my heart, and keep it with all diligence ; for| 2 ®<aion 
-n the life of that grace is wrapt up the life of my ſoul. He 
that carries a candle in his hand in a blultcing ſtormy night, 
'hid need tocover it cloſe, leſt it be blown our, and heflefr 
'indarknefs. O let m2 never ſay, God hith promiſed it ſhall 


perſevere, and therefore I need not be ſo ſolicito2s to pre- 
{erveit; for as this inference is quite oppoſite to the niture| 
of true grace and affurance, which never incourage to care-| | 
'leſsmeſs, dut provoke the ſoul to an induſtrious uſe of mens | 
to preſerve it. So, it is in itfelf an irrational and ſeanllet; | | 
conclution, Which will never follow from any Scripture | 
promiſe : for although it is readily granted, that God hath | 

' 

| 

| 


made many comfortable and ſiveet promiſes to the graces of| 
his pzople, yet we mult expect toenjoy the benefits& bleſſings 
bs all thoſe promiſes,in that way and order in whichGod hath | 
promiſed themz and that is in the careful and diligent ufe of| 
thoſe means which he hathpreſcribed, Ez. 36. 36, 39. for | 
promiſes do not exclude, bat imply th: ufe of means, At. | | 
27,31. I know my life 1sdetermined toa day, to an hour, | 
[200 [ ſhall live out every minute God hath appointed 3 bat | 
et I am bound to provide food, raiment and phyſick to pre- ; ' | 
erve it, : | 
þ To conclude, let all doubting Chriſtians refle& ſ:riouf}y | The doub-in2 
U 


pon this trath, and ſack marrow and fatneſ; out of 3t go | Kefiel =_ 


rengtaen and eftabliſthem againſt all their fears; yaur| 

life, your ſpiritual life, hath for many years hanged in ffs } | 
pence before you; and you have often faid with Devid;'1 
[Hal one day fall by thz hand of Saul, Deſponding, trett: | 


bling | 4 
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bling ſoul, lift up thine eyes a 1d look _ ths tields; thej 

| co-n lives (till, and grovsup ; though irds have watche to 

| devour jt, ſno'vs have covered it, bealts have cropt it,- weed; 

| hive almoſt choakt it, yet it's preſerved. And hath not God! 

| More Care of that precious ſeed of his o'yn Spirit in thee, 
| than any Hashandman hath of his corn? hath he not ſaid," 
[hat baving begwn the 9:04 work in chee, be will perfett it tothe day 
f Chriſt > Phil. 1, 6. Hath he not ſaid, / give wate chem eeer- 
ial life, and they ſhall never periſh ? John. 10. 228. Haſt thou 
{not many times ſaid, and thought of it, as tho: doſt now, ang 
yet it lives? O, what matter of unſpeakable joy and com-| 
fort is this to upright ſonls! Well then, be not diſcouraged, 
(for tho dolt not rwn as one uncertain, nor fight as one that 
(heat? the air, 1 Cor. 9. 26. but the toundation of God ſtands 
(ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord knows who are his, 2 Tier, 
2.19. Though thy grace be weak, thy God 15 ſtrong ; though 

the {tream ſeem ſometimes to fail, yet it's fed by an ever, 
flowing fountain. | 


ol 


| 


The Poem. 


h == juſtly wondered that an ear of corn, 
| Should come at laſt in ſafety to the Barn. 
Itruns through many hazards, threatning harms 
'Betwvixt the ſowers hands, and reapers arms. 
The earth no ſ-oner takes it from the ſack 
But you may ſee behind the ſoivers back 
(1)Mat.13-425 | A troop of (2) thieves, which wou!d at once deſtroy 
That ſeed in which lyes hid the ſeed of joy. 
This dangerous period palt, at ſoon doth fall 
Into a ſecond, no leſs critical, 
RT Tny | | ſhooteth forth the tender blade, and then 
( —_— [The noxious (2) weeds endanger it agen, 

Theſe claſp about it till they kindly choak 
[The corn, as flattering Ivy doth the Oak. 


— Thbrovnhabet aan tlings. 


Are weeds deſtroyed , and all that danger palt ? 
Lo now another comes, the worſt at laſt, 

For when i'th* ear it blows, begins ro kern, 

A mildew (3) ſmites it which you can't diſcern ; 
Nor any way prevent, till a[l.de loſt'; 

The corn deſtroy'd, with all your hopes and cot, 

Thus ſaving grace, that precious ſeed of joy z 
Which hell and nature bl) plos how to deſtroy, 

__ ten thouſand (5) dangers firſt and laſt. 

O who can ſay now all the danger's paſt ? 

'Tis like a crazy bark toſt in a ſtorm, 

Or like a-tapor which is ſtrangely born 

without a Lanthorn, in a bluſtring night 3 

Or like to — ſparks whoſe dying light 

Is ſtill, preferv'd : The roaring waves (iyell high 

Like-moving mountains in the darkned gky 

On their proud backs, the little Bark is even 
Mounted unto the battlements of heaven, 

| From thence diſmounted tothe deeps doth ſlide 

| Receiving water npon every fide; , 

Yet he whoſe voice the proudeſt wayes obey 

Brings it at laſt unto-the quiet key. 

The bluſtring winds ſtrive with a fatal puff, 

To bring the tapor to a ſtinking ſnuff ; 

Their churliſh blaſts extinguiſh it, and then 

Ous gendle breath recovers it-agen. 

The fainting ſparks beneath the aſhes [ye, 

\ Where choakt, and fmother'd they begin todye ; 

Bat th-(e collected, we do gently blow, 

Titl from faint ſparks to lively flames they grow. 

Even thus iggrocepreſerv'd, thus kept alive ; 

By conſtant wonders, grace doth live and4hrive, 


(3)Hag.z, ie, { 
IF 


(4)Gal-y.r5, 
(s) Rena. | 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Our Husbandmen for Harveſt wait and ſtay, 
Glu not any Saint doleſs than they, 


_—— 


— — 


OBSERVATION. 
_ 
He expeCtation of a good Harveſt at laſt, makes the. 
Husbandman withuntired patience to digelt a!l his [a- 
20urs. He that plows, plows in hope, x Cor. 6. 19, andth:y 
are not ſo irrational to-think, they ſhall preſently be: par- 


| [takers of their hope; 'nor ſo fooliſh to'anticipate the Har- 
; | velt, by cutting down their corn befoge it be fully ripened, 
| [but are content to plow, ſoiv and weed itz and when it's 


fully ripe, then they go forth into their fields and reap it 
down with joy. . | 


APPLICATION. 


An alittle corn cauſe men to digeſt ſo many difficult | 
laboars, and make them wait with invifitible patience | 
till the reaping time come > much more ſhoald the expeRa- 
tion of eternal glory ſteel and fortifie thy ſpirit againſt all. 
intercurrent hardſhipsand diffculties. Tr leaſt of alt becomes! 


4a Chriſtian to be of an haſty and impatient ſpifit. Ligh: «| 


ſown for the righteous, and joy for the wpright in heart, Pal. 


192- 11. Behold the Hutbandmwan waiteth, 86: Fam, y. 9. bt 


patient therefore -miy brethren, fur thi compag of the Lord dras! 
neer, There are three great Arguments to perſwade Chri- 


Iſtians to a long _ and patient frame under ſufferings, 


(1) The example of Chriſt, 1/a, 53- 9. to think how quiet-. 


'Ify he ſuffered all injurieg and difficulties with invincible px 


dhort ſpizits. I have read of one Elrzoriww 2 noble! 


—— ſufficient to ſhame the beſt of Chriſtians, who are, 
P ſuc 


man! 


CE 
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man, that when his wife wondered at his exceeding great 
;ence in bearing injuries; he thus -anſvered her, You 
oo _—_ es My heart bo RD _ =_ nd: _— 
againlt ſack as wrong me, bur I preſently begin to think of 
the wrongs that Chriſt ſufter*d, and ſay thus to my ſelf , al- 
though thy ſervant ſhould pluck thy beard, and ſmite thee 
on thy face, this were nothing to what thy Lord ſufter'd : | 
he ſuffered more and greater things; and aflure your ſelf, 
(wife) I never leave oft thinking on the injuries done to my 
Saviour, till ſuch time as my mind be ſtill and quiet, To trh1s| 
purpoſe it was well noted by Bernard, | —__ Chnft's| 
humiliation ; Was Chriſt the Lord of glory thus humbled 
and emptied of his fulneſs of glory > and ſhall ſuch a worm 
15 1 fell? (2) The deſert of fin, Law, 3: 39. #hy dath the! 
living man complain > It was a good ſaying of, bleſſed Greene 
bam ; When tin lyes heavy, affliction lyes Ight. And its a| 
famous inſtance which Dr. Taylor gives us of the Duke of | Dr, Taylors 
Condey ; 1 have read (ſaith he) when the Dake of (ondis had great Exe 
voluntarily entred into the incommodities of a religious po- |f'*> F 393 
yerty and retirement z he was one day ſpied and pitied by a 
Lord of [:raly,, who out-of tenderne(s wiſht him ta be more 
careful and purritive of. h1z perſor ; the good Dake anſwer- 
:d; Sir, be not troubled, and think notg7 thatd am itt provi-| 
ded of conveniences, for I ſend an Harbinger before me! 
that makes ready my lodg##'$s ;. and takes care that I be 
royally entertaingd, The Lord arked bit, wha! was bis 
Harvinger ?. he, apfiyered,' the knowledge. of my (cif, and. 
the conſideration. of what 1 deferve-fos: my fins, which is 
eternal torments; and when with this knowledge I arrive at 
| my lodgings, how anprovidedſoeverT find ie, methinks it is C- 
| ver better than I deſerve ;; and as theſenſe.of fin, which me- 
rits hell, ſivectens preſent- gifheulties': : S0,1{to come home! 
to the preſent (imilitude) do the expeRatiors: and hepes of 
a bleſſed harveſt, and reward.in heavens. This made Alrebam 
willing to wander up; & down many years as a ſtranger in the! 
| world ; for he Jooked for a City that hath foundations, vhowe 
builder and maker is God,, The hopes of ith a Harveſt i; 
inFoaragement enough -t0 york harg, apd wait long z yet! 
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[ {ome Chriſtians are ſo 1mpatient of it, that they would fain 
be reaping beforethe time ; but'as Godhath by an unalter.. 
able lary of nature, appointed both the ſeaſors- of ſeed-time 
and harveſt (which are theretore-called the appointed weeks 
of the harvelt) Jer, 5. 24. andrheſe cannot be haſten'd;; but 
when we havedone all that we can on our part, muſt wait 
| till God ſend th: former and latter rain, and given every na- 
tural cauſe its effe&, So is'it in reference to our ſpiritual 
harvelt ; we are appointed to ſeat inthe uſe of all God's 
appointments, a when we have done all, muſt patiently 
wait till the divine decrees be accompliſhed, and the time 
' of the promiſe be fully come ; In due time we ſhall reap, 
if we faint not, To whica patient exp2Aation, and quiet 
wait ng for the glory to com?, theſe following conſiderati- 
ons are of excellent uſe. 

As the Husbandman. knows: when the ſeed-time is paſt, 
it will notbe long to the harveſt; and the longer he waits, 
the neerer Rill it 1s, Sothe Chriſtian knows, [r « but yet « 
little while, and he that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry, 
Heb. 10. 37. Andthat now hs ſalvation is nearer than when h: 
6rft lelieved, Rom, 13. 13, What a ſmall point of time is 
our waiting time, compared with eternity ? yet a fery dayes 
more, than comes the long expected and welcom 
harveſt, | 

The Husbandman can find other work to do, before the 
reaping time come ; he need not ſtand idle, though he can- 
not yet xeap. And cannot a Chriſtian find any work to do for 
God, till he come to heaven O, there is much work to do 
and ſuch work as 1s only proper to this ſeaſon. Yona ma 
now reprove fin, exhort toduty, ſuccour the diſtreſſed ; this 
is good works and this is- your only time for ſuch work ; the 
whole of eternity will be taken up in other imployments. / 
think it meet ({aith Peter) as long a; I am in this tabernacle, ts 
ftir wp your minds, knowing ſhortly, that I muſt put off this taber- 
nacle, 2 Pet. 1, 13, T4+ 9-d. 1 know 1 have but a little time 
to work among you, I am almoſt at heaven ; and therefore 
am willing to hiisband this preſent moment as well as I can 
for you. O Chriſtians 1 you need notſtand-idle, look ws 

| about 


| The beavenly-uſo of earthly things, | 


ſhall ſo ſpeak no more, you ſhall ſee them no more till you 


pp and be doing : If you had done all you were to do for 
your ſelves and them, he would have you to haven immedi- 
ately, you ſhould not wait a moment longer for your 


ry. 
adendmer know, though they cannot yet gather in the 
precious fruits of the earth, yet all tis while they are ri- 
| pening and preparing for the harvelt z they would not houſe 
{1t green, Or take it before its time, And 1s not this alſo my 
_— time for glory? As God prepared heaven for 
is people, by an eternal decree, Mat, 25. 34, by an act of 
creation, Hed. 11, 10, by the death of Chriſt, which made 
{a purchaſe of it, Heb, 10. 19, 20, and by his aſcenhon in:o 
it lob, 14. 2, 3. So the reaſon why we are kept here, is-in 


' 


fully ready ; the Barn is fitto receive the corn, but the corn 
is not yet fit to be gathered into it, Bur for this ſelf-ſame thing 
God i; now working ty 2 Cor, 5. 5. he every day at work, 
dy Ordinances, and by providences, to perfect his work in 
us 3 and as ſvon as that is finiſhed we ſhall hear a voice like 


is the ſpirit : for how ardently ſoever we long for that de- 
firable day, Chriſt longs for it more than we cande, 

The Husbandman is glad of the firſt fruits, that incou- 
rages him, though the greateſt part be yet out ; and have nor 
you received the firſt fruits of that glory ? have you no earn- 
eſts, pledges, and firſt fruits of it? 'T1s your own fault, if 
every day you feed not upon ſuch blefled comforts of the 
ſpirit, Rom. 8. 23. Kom, 5.2 1 Pet, 8, g. O how might the 
interpoſing time, even all the dayes of your patience here, 
de ſweetned with ſach prelibations of the glory to come ! 
Husbandmen know *tis beſt to reap, when *tis fit to reap 3 
; one handful fully ripe, is worth many ſheaves of green corn. 
| And you know, heaven will be fiveeteſt ro. you, when. you | 
has fitteſt for it ; the child would pluck the apple while, it's 


ſee them at Chriſt's barz God leaves you here for their ſakes, 


em en — — — — — _— 


about you npon the multitude of forlorn ſinners, \ peak roy to/ 
them for God, ſpeak-noiv-to God for them ; for ſhortly you | 


order to our fitting for it, Heaven 1s ready, but ie are not | 


that, Kev. 11, 12, Come up bither, and immediately we ſhall be | 


| 


oreen, 
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green, but he might gather it eafier, and taſte it ſveeter, 
by tarrying longer for it. We would fain be glorified per ſal- 
tum. When we have got a taſte of heaven, we are all in haſte: 
to be gone, Then, O thatI had wings asa dove! I would: 
| lie away, and be at reſt, Then we cry to God for our ſelyes,| 
| as Moſes for his filter Miriam, Heal her [now | O Ged, I he- 
ſeech thee, Num. 12.13. Gloriftie me now, O Lord, I pray 
thee ! But ſurely, as God hath contrived thy glory im the bell. 
of wayes, ſo h2 tath appointed for thee the fitteſt of ſea- 
ſons 3 and when ever thon art gathered into glory, thou ſhalt 
come as ſhock of corn in its ſeaſon, 


REFLECTIONS, 
The = as Have waited for thy ſalvation, O God ! Having received. 
ſouls RetieRion thy firſt fruits, my ſoul longs 40 fill its boſom with the 
full ripe ſheaves of glory. eAs the Hart panteth for the water 
rooks, ſs pamteth my ſoul for thee, O God! O, when ſhall 1; 
come and appear before God? I defire to be diflolved, and 
to be with Chriſt. When ſhall I ſee that moſt lovely face? 
When ſhall I hear his ſoul-tranſporting voice? Some need 
patience todye, I need it as much to live! Thy fights, O 
| God, by faith, have made this would a barden, this body a' 
burden, andthis ſoul to c:y like thirſty Dav:d, O that one! 
would give me of the waters of Bethlehem to drink! The 
Husbandman longs for his harveſt, becauſe it is the reward; 
of all his toyl and labour ; but what 1s his harve(t to mine ? 
| hat is alittle corn tothe enjoyment of God ? what is the! 
Joy of harveſt, to the joy of heaven? waat are the ſhoutings! 
of men in the fields, to the acclamations ct glorihed ſpirits! 
in the kingdom of God ? Lord, I have gon? forth bearing: 
more precious ſeed than they ; when ſhall I r<turn rejoyce- 
ing, bringing my ſheaves with me > Their harveſt - comes 
whenthey receive their corn, mine comes whenlI leave it, 
IO much defired harveſt! O day of the gladheſs of my! 
heart! How-long Lord! How long 1 Here I wait as the| 
\00r man at Bethefda"s pook, looking when ny turn will come, 
but every one ſteps into heaven before me z. yet Lord, I an 

| content; 


FY 
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content to wait till my time be fally come. I would be con- | 
tent to ſtay for my glorification, till I have finiſht the work 
of my generation ; and when T7 have done the will of God, 
then to receive th? promiſe. It thou have any work on earth 
touſe m2 in, I am content to adide : Behold, the Husband- 
man waiteth, and ſo will I ; for thou art a God of judg- 
ment, and bl-:d are all they that wait for thee. 


; But how doth my ſlothful ſoul fink down into the fleſh, 
'and ſettle it (1f in the love of this animal life > Hoi doth 
;1t ang, and wrap up it ſelf in the garment of this mortality, | 
[not defiring to 52 removed hence, to the more perfect and 
|blzfled ſtate > The Hasbandman indeed is content to ſtay till 
the appointed weeks of the harveſt ; but would he be cons+ 
tent to wait al vayes? O-my ſenfual heart! is this life of hope 
as contentfal to thee, as th2 life of viſion will be 2 Why doft 
thou not groan within thy ſelf, that this mortality might be 
ſyallowed up of life > Doth not the Scripture deſcribe the 
[Saints by their earneſt looking for the mercy of our Lord 
| Jeſus unto eternal life? Jude 21, By their haſtening wnto the 
ming of the day of G1d, 2 Pet. 3-13, What is the matter 
thit my heart hangs back? doth {guilt lye upon my con- 
ſcience? O: have I gotten into a pleaſant condition in the 
world, which makes me ſay as Peter on the Mount, /t*; good 
to be here > Or want I the aſſurance of a better ſtate > Mult 
God make all my earthly comforts die, b2fore 1 ſhall be 
willing to die > Awake Faith, awake my Love ; beat up the 
drowrzy deſires of my ſoul, that I may ſay, make haſte my 
Beloved, and come aivay, 
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The Poem. 
N? prudent Husbandman expects 


che fruit of whatthe ſows, 
Till every cauſe have its &ffects ; 
and (1) then he reaps and moivs. 


(1)John 4. 35- 


(2)x Cor.9.12] Heyorks in (2) hope the year throughout, 
and counts no labour loſt ; 

If when the ſeaſon comes about 

(3) 1 Cor-9.10 his haryeſt (3 )quat his colt, 


This rare (4) example juſtly may 

(4) Jam. 5.7. rebuke, and put to ſhame z 

My ſoul which ſows its ſeed one day, 
and looks toreap the ſame. 


(5) Gal- 5-u7-} Ts curſed (5) nature now become 
ſo kind a ſoyl to grace, 

That to perfection it ſhould come 
within ſo ſhort a ſpace. 


| (6) 1Per.4.13] Grace ſprings notup with ſpeed and (6) eaſe 
like Muſhroms in a night, 


JRom.z. But rather by (4) degrees increiſe 
GG) Prov.g. 4 as doth the { 8) morning light. 


Is corn ſo dear to Husbandmen ? 
Much more is (9) heaven to me, 
Why ſhould not I have patience then ? 
(9) Pſal.4.6,7, to wait as well as he. 
| | 
| Pf To promiſes (1 ) appointed years, 
(1708s 3. 15. by God's Con fer; 
Theſe once expir'd beyond its fears 
my ſoul ſhall quickly get, 


q 
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"The heaventy uſe of earthly things, 129 |\ 


How (3) ſmall a part of haſty time £ 
which (3) quickly will expire, pes _=_= 
Doth mewithin this world confine, | ; 
and then comes my deſire. 


CPRGATRES 


Come Lord, (4) how long ! my ſoul hath gaſp'd, ($)Heb.12.13 


faith my afteCtions (5) warms ; 
O when ſhall my poor ſoul be claſp'd 
in its Redeemers arms. 


The time ſeems (6) long, yet here I'le lye (5)Rom.8.23. 
Till thou my God do call, 
It is enough, eternity 
will make (7) amends for all. (7) Rom. 8.18; 
CHAP. XV. 
Corn fully ripe, is reap'd, and gather'd in. 9g 


So muſt yeur ſevels z when ripe in grace or ſin, 


—— 


OBSERVATION, 


V Hen the fields are white to harveſt, then Husband- 
men walk through them, rub the ears z and finding| 
the grain full and ſolid, they preſently prepare their Sithes 
[and Sickles, ſend for their harvelt men, who quickly reap b, 
and mow them down ; and after theſe follow the binders, who 
ſtitch itupz from the field where it grew, it's carried to 
the Barn, where it is threſhed out 3 the good grain gathered 
!into an heap, the chaft ſeparated and burnt, or throivn to the 
 dunghil. How bare and naked do the fields look after harvelt, 
| Which, before were pleaſant to behold > When the harveſt 
| menenter into the held, it is (to allude to that, Joel 2. 3.) | 
Q before 
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before them, like the garden of Eden, and behind them a 
—jdeſolate wilderneſsz and in ſome places its uſual to ſet fire 
co the dry ſlubble, when the corn is houſed z which ragesfu- 
rioully, and covers it all with aſhes. 


APPLICATION, 


He application of this, 1 find made to my hands, by 
Chriſt himſelf, in Afar. 13. 38, 39. The field is the 
w-.rld, the good ſeed are the children of the kingdom the tares are the 
children of the wicked one, the enemy that ſoxed chew 1 the devil, 
the og is the end of the world, the reaper: are the «Angels, | 
The field is the world ; there both the godly and ungodly 
live and grow together, till they be both ripe , and = 


they ſhall both be reaped down by death; death is the ſickle 
that reaps down both, I will open this Allegory in the fol- 
lowing particulars. 
In a catching harveſt, when the Husbandman ſees the| 
clouds begin to porter and grow black, he hurries in his 
1 


corn with all le haſt, and houſes day and night. 

Sodoth God the great Husbandman, he hnrries the Saints 
into their graves, when judgments are coming upon the 
world, Iſa. 57. 1, The righteous periſh, «and no man layeth it 11 
heart, and merciful men are m_ anay ; none conjidering that the 
righteous ts taken away from the evil to come, Metbuſalah died 
the year before the floud, Anguſtine a little before the ſack- 
ing of Hippo, Parew juſt before the taking of Heidleberge 
Luther a little before the wars brake out in Germany ; but 
what ſpeak I of ſingle Saints? ſometimes the Lord houſes 
great numbers together, before ſome ſweeping judgment 
comes, How many bright and glorious ſtars did ſet almo(! 
together, within the _ of a fey years, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of many wiſe and tender hearts in England. I find 
ſome of them thus ranked in a funeral Elegy. 


The learned T wiſe went firſt, (it was his right) 
Then holy Palmer, Burroughes, Love, Gouge, White, 


ill, 
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Hill, Whitaker, grave G taker, and Strong, 

Perne, Marſhal, Robinſon, all gone along, 

I have not nam'd them half, their only ſtrife, 
Hath been (of lare) who ſhould firſt part with life, 
Theſe few who yet ſurvive, fick of this age 

Long to have done their parts and leave the ſtage, 


| 
The Lord ſees it better for them to he under ground than 
above ground; and therefore by a merciful providence ſets 
them out of harms way, | 
Neither the corn, or tares, can p_y refiſt the ſharp 
and keen Sickle, when it's applyed to them by the reapers 
hand ; neither can the godly or ungodly reſiſt the ſtroke of 
death, when God inflicts it, Eccleſ. 8, 8. No man can keep, 
alive bis own ſoul in the day of death, and there is no diſcharge in 
that war, The frail body of man is as unable to withſtand} that 
ſtroke, as the weak reeds, or feeble ſtalks of the corn are| 
to refiſt the keen Sithe and ſharp Sickle. | 
The reapers receive the wheat which they cut down, into 
their arms and boſom, Hence that expreſſion, by way of im-| 
precation upon the wicked, Pſal. 129. 7. Let them be as the 
graſs upon the houſe tep, which withers before it grows up, mbere- 
with the moner filleth not bus hand , nor he that bindeth jLeaves - 
boſom. Such withered graſs are the wicked, who are never! 
taken into the reapers boſom z but as ſoon as Saints are cut! 
down by death, they fall into the hands and boſoms of the 
Angels of God, who bear them in thzir arms and boſoms to 
God their father, Lee 16. 22, For look, as theſe bleſſed ſpi-| 
rits did exceedingly rezoyce at their converſion, Luk 15,10, 
and thought it no diſhonour to miniſter to them whilſt they 
ſtood in the field, Heb. x. 14. $0 when they are cut down 
dy death, they will rejoyce to be their conyoy to heaven. | 
When the corn and weeds are reap'd or moived down, | 
they ſhall never grow any more in that field z neither ſhall 
we ever return to live an animal life any more after death, 
Job 7. 9,10. Azthe cloud is conſumed and vaniſheth andy z ſo be 
that goeth down tothe grave ſhall come wp no more ; be ſhall return 
' no mare 80 bis hawſey neither ſba/l bus place know bim any more. 
S$ 3 | Laaly, 
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| Laſtly, (to come home to the particular ſabjeR of this! 
Chapter) the reapers are never ſent to cut down the harveſt, | 
tiil ite fully ripe z neither will God reap down Saints or | 
| ſinners, till they be come to a maturity cf grace or wicked- | 
neſs. Saints are not reap'd down ll their grace be ripe, 
Js. 26. Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age, as a ſb: 
' corn cometh in in bus ſerſon, © Notthat every godly man di-s| 
* in ſuch fall old age (ſ1ith Mr, Cary! on the place) but yet' 
* in one fenſ2 it is an univerſal truth, and ever fulfilled ;} 
| *© for whenſozver they die, they die ina good age ; Yea; 
8 though they die in the ſpring and flower of their youth, | 
[©© they die in a good old age, (i. e.) they are ripe for death 
|©© when ever they die : When ever a godly man dies, it's| 
* harveſt time with him, though in a natural capacity he 5c | 
&« cut down while he is green, and cropt in the bud or d:ol- ! 
\*© ſom; yet in his ſpiritual capacity, h2 never dies before ie | 
© be ripe. God ripens his ſpeedily, when he intends to take 
| them out of th: world ſpeedily ; he can let out fuch warm | 
& rayes and beams of his Spirit upon them, as ſhall ſoon 
© maturate the ſeeds of grace into a preparedneſs for | 
* olory. | 
The wicked alſo have their ripening time for hell and, 
judgment z God doth with much long-ſuffering endure the 
veſlels of wrath, prepared for deſtrution, Of their - ray 
neſs for judgment the Scripture often ſpeaks, Gen, 15. 16, | 
[he fin of the Amorites # no yet fall. And of Babylon it's ſaid, | 
Ter, 51. 13. O thou that dnelleft upin many waters, thine end u | 
come, and the meaſure of thy covetenſneſs. | 
'Tis worth remarking, that the meaſure of the fin, and 
the end of the ſinner come together. $0 Feel 3, 13, Put ye | 
in —__ for the harveſt of the earth is ripe, for the preſs «s 
full, the fats cverfien, for their wickedneſs is great. Where note, | 
ſinners are not cut down till they be ripe and ready. Indeed, 
they are never ripe for death, nor ready for the grave ; that ' 
is, fttodie : yet they are alwayes ripe for wrath, and ready 
for hell before they die. Now as Husbandmerr judge of 
the ripeneſs of their harveſt, by the colour and hardneſs of 
the grain; ſo may we judge of the ripeneſs __ | = | 
aints, 


'C 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
S1ints and finners, for h:aven or hell, by theſe tolloying 


Ps 
| 


I CO 


Three Signs of the maturity of Grace, 


V Hen the Corn is ner ripe, it vo ves the head, an1 


0 


ſtoop: lower than when it was green. When the. 


;pzople of God are nzer ripe for heaven, they grow more 
' humble and ſelf-denying, taan mm the dayes of their firſt pro- 
felion. The longer a Saint gr0:vs in this ryvorld, the better 


ito God ; both which are very humbling things. Paul had one 
foot in heaven, when he called himſelf ch2 ctiefelt of tinners, | 
ind lealt of Saints, 2 Tim. 8. 15. Eph. 3,8. A Cariſtian | 
in the progreſs of his kno:vledge aid grace, 1s like a veſlel 
calt into the Sea, th more it fills, the deeper it rinks. Thoſe 
that went to ſtudy at eAthens (ſaith Platarch) at firlt coming, | 
ſeemed to themtelves to be wife men; afterwards, only ' 
lovers of wiſdom, and after that, only rhetoricians, ſuci as 
could ſpeak of wiſdom but kneiy little of it, and lalt of all | 
Ideots in their o'vn apprehenfions; ſtill with the increaſe of 
learning, laying afide their pride and arrogancy, | 

When harveſt is nigh, the grain is more ſolid and pithy | 
thanever it was before ; green corn is ſoft and ſpungy, bur 
ripe corn is ſubſtantial and weighty : So it is with Cariſti- 
ans 3 the afteions of a young Chriſtian parhegs are more; 
ferverous and ſprightly, but thoſe of a grown aciltian are 
more judicious and ſolid z their love to Chrilt abounds more 
land more in all judgment, Phil, x. 9g, The limbs of achild| 
{are more active and plyable, but as he grows up to a perfect 
ſtate, the parts are more conſolidated and firmly knit. The 
fingersof an old Muſician are notſo nimble, bat he. hath a 
more judicious ear in muſick, than in his yuuth. 

When Corn is dead ripe, it's apt to fall of its own accord 
tothe ground, and there ſhed ; whereby it doth as it were an 
|ticipate the harveſt man, and calls upon him to put in the 

fickle. Not unlike to which are the lookings. and longings, 
the 


he is ſtill acquainted with hrs own hzare, and his obl:gations | 
| 


_ 


2, 


—_— _ 
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| the groanings and haſtenings of ready Chriſtians, to their ex- 

pected glory; they haſten to the coming of the Lord, or 
2s Montanus more fitly renders it, They haſten the coming of 
the Lord ; (i. e.) they are urgent and inſtant in their deſires, 
and cryes to haſten his coming 3 their deſires (ally forth to 
meet the Lord, they willingly take death by the hand; 5 
the corn bends to the earth, {o do theſe ſouls to heaven. This| 


ſhews their harveſt to be neer. | 


Six Signs of the matarity of Sin, | 

_— ſinners are even dead ripe for hell, theſe figns| 
V appear upon them,or by theſe at leaſt, you may con-| 
clude thoſe ſouls not to be far from wrath, upon whom they) 
appear. 

"When conſcience 15 waſted and grown paſt feeling, havin 
no remorſe for ſing when it ceaſes to check, reprove 
ſ\mite for fin any more, the day of that ſinner 1s at hand, his 
harveſt is even come, The greatelt violation of conſcience 
is the greateſt of ſins; this was the caſe of the forlocn Gen- 
tiles, among whom Satan had ſuch a plentiful harveſt z the 
patience of God ſuffered them to grow till their conſciences 
were grown ſeared and _ feeling, Eph. 4.19. When 2 
member is ſo mortified, that if you lance and cut it never (9 
much, no freſh bloud, or quick fleſh appears, nor doth 
the man feel any pain in all this, then 'tis time to cut 
it off, 

When men give themſelves over to the ſatisfaftion of their 
luſts, to commut fin with greedineſs, then are they grown to| 
a maturity of finz when men have (lipt the reins of con- 
ſcience, and ruſh headlong into all impiety, then the laſt 
ſands of Gods patience are running down. Thus Sodew and! 
Gomorrab, and the Cities about them, in like manner anve| 
themſelves over to wickedneſs and ſtrange fins z and then ju- 
{tice quickly truſt them up for an example,ſaffering the ven- 
geance of eternal fire. | 
That man is even ripe for hell, that is become a contriver| 


——_—_— 
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of fin, a deſigner, a ſtudent in wickedneſs ; one would think | 

it ſtrange, that any man ſhould ſet his invention on work, | 

{ apon ſuch a ſubject as fin is 3 that any ſhould ſtady to be- | 

com2 4 dexe2ros actilt this way, and yet the Scripture fre- | 

[anently ſpeaks of ſich, »bſe bellies prepare deceit, Job 15.35. | 

| ahotravel in pain to bring forth, this deformed birth, ver. 20, | 

#ho wink with their ezer, whillt plodding wickedneſs, as men 
aſe tody when they are moſt intent upon the ſtudy of any 
\knotty problem, Prov, 6. 13- Theſe have ſo much of hell 
|already an thzm, that they are more than half in hell al- 
|ready. 

| He that of a forward Profeſlor, is turn'd a bitter pzrſe- 
cutor, 13 alſo withina few rounds of the top of thz ladd-r ; 
the contempt of their light, the Lord hath already puniſhed | 
upon them, in theic 05duracy and madneſs againſt the light. 


2ader, if thou be gone thus far, thou art almoſt gone 2. 
ond all hope of recovery, Towards other finnzrs, God 
aſually exerciſes more patience, but with fach he make; 
ſhort work. When Fades turns Traitor to his Lord, he is 
quickly ſent to his o:vn place. Such as ace again intangled 


and overcome of thoſe luſts they once ſeemed to have clean 
eſcap2d, theſe bring upon themſelves ſwift damnation, and 
zir judgment lingers not, 3 Per, 2, 3, 30, 

He that can re no reproof or controul in the way of 
his fin, but derides all counſel, and like a ſtrong current 
rages aty and ſiveeps away all obſtacles in his way, will quick- 
ly falf into the dead lake, Prov, 294 1 He that being often re- 
proved hardeneth bis neck, (hall ſaddenly be deftroyel, and that 
without remedy. This is a death ſpor, a hell ſpot, where ever 
it penn From this very ſymptom the vagnee plainl 
predigted the gs. ruine of Amaziab, 2Chbron.25.16, 
1 know that God hath determined to deſtroy thre, becauſe thou haſt 
dons this, and haſt not hearkened to my-woice, He that will not 
de timely coun/elled, ſhall be quickly d:ſtroyed, 

Laſtly, When a man comes to glory in his fin, and boaſt 
of hiswickedneſs, then it's time to cut him down; »boſe 
end « deſtruttion, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, Phil. 3+ 19. 
| This is a bravingy a daring of God to his face,and with whom 


ſoever | 


— — 
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T, 
The Refieftion 
of a growin 
Chiiſtian, 


ſoever he bears long, to be ſure, theſe are none of them, 
You ſee now, what are the ſigns of a full ripe hnner ; ard 
when it comes to this, cither with a Nation, or with a ſingle 
perſon, then ruin is neer, Joel 3. 83. Gen. 15.16, It is in| 
the filling up of the meaſure of fin, as in the _ of a veſ- 
ſel caſt into the Sea, which rowls from {ide to fides taking: 
in the water by little and little, till it be full, ard then down 
it ſinks to the bottom. Mean while, admirable is divine pa- 
tience, which bears with theſe veſlels of wrath, whilſt fit- 
eing for deſtruCtion, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


REFLECTIONS, 
E 

Heer thy ſelf, O my ſoul 1 with the heart ſtrengthens | 

ing bread of this divine meditation. Let faith turn eve- 

ry drop cf this truth into a ſoul-reviving cordial, God hath; 
ſown the precious ſeed of grace upon my ſoul, and though; 
my heart hath been an unkind ſoyl which hath k*pt it dack,| 
and much hindered its growth z yet blefled be the Lord, it! 
ſtill grows on, though by ſlow degrees z and from the ſpring. 
ing of the ſeed, and ſhootings forth of thoſe gracious habits, 
I may conclude an approaching harveſt : Now 1s my ſalvati- 
on neerer than when I believed z every day I come neerer 
to my ſalvation, Kew. 13,11. O that every dayI were more 
active for the God of my ſalvation } Grow on my ſoul, and 
add to thy faith vertue, to thy vertue knowledge, &c, Grow 
on from faith to faith ; keep thy ſelf under the ripening in-; 
fluences of heavenly Ordinances; the faſter thou growelt: 
in grace, the ſooner thou ſhalt be reaped down in mercy, and 
bound up in the bundle of life, 1 Saw, 25. 29. I have not 
yet attained the meaſure and proportion of be aſgned to 
me,neither am I already perfet,but am reaching forth to tha! 
things before me, and prefling towards the mark for the 
prize of my heavenly _\ Phil. 3-12,13. O mercy to be 
admired 1 that I who lately had one foet in hell, ftand now! 
with one foot in heaven ! | 


But 
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Bat the caſe is far different with me, whilſt others are 
ripening apace for heaven , I am with2ring ; many a ſoul 
p.0.yed up by conviRtion, and ſows by ſanRification long af- 
ec m2, hath quire over-topt and out-grown me z my tiveet 
ind early blotloms are nipt and bloivn of, my brigac morning 
ovzrcalt and cloaded z had I kept on according to the rate 
of my ficlt groxth, I hid either now d2en in hexven, or at 
lealt in the Suburds of it on earth; bat my graces vither and 
languiſh, my heart contradts and cools © rent rings? 
the Sun and rain of Ordinances and proyidences improve 
not my gracesz how ſad therefore is the ſtate of my ſoal ? 
Thy caſe, O declining Saint, is ſad! but not like mine ; 
thine 15 but a temporary remiſſion of che as of grace, which 
is recoverable ; bur I am judicially hardening, and treaſuring 
gp to my ſelf wrath, ag«iaſt the day of wrath, Rom, 2, 5. Time! 
yas, When I had ſome? tender ſenſe of fin, when I could 
mourn and grieve for it, now I have none at all. My 
h:art 15 groivn ſtupid and ſottiſh. Time was when 1] 
nad ſome conſcientious care of duty, and my heart would 
ſmite Me for the negleR of itzbut nov none at all. Wretched 
ſoul ! what wilt thou do> thou art gone far indeed, a few 
ſteps farther will put thee beyond hope ; hitherto 1 ſtand in 
the field, the long-ſuffering God doth yet ſpare me z yea, 
ſpare me, whiles he hath cut down many of my companions 
in fin roand about me, What doth this admitable patience, 
this long-ſuffering dravyn out to a wonder, ſpeak concerning 
ne? Doth it not tell me, that the Lord is not willing I 
ſhould periſh, but rather come to repentance? 2 Per. 3, 9. 
And what argument is like his pity and patience, to lead a 
ſoul to repentance ? Row, 2. 4. Oh that I may not fruſtrate 
at laſt, the end of a long-ſaffering God } leſt he propor- 


tion the degrees of his wrath, according to the length of his 
patience, 


T The 


| 
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The RefleRion 
of a decaying 
Chriſtian. 
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The Poem. 


VV fi-1ds ire (1) white to harveſt, forth you go | 
| With Sith's and(2 ) Sickles;to reap down and mov. | 
Down go the laden exrs, Hat to the oben | 

Which thoſe that follow, having ſtitcht and bound ; 

It's carted home unto the Barn, ard ſo 

[The fields are rid z where lately corn did grow. 

This world's the (3) field, and they that divell therein ; 
The{ 4 )Corn and (5 ) Tares; which long have ripening been, 
Angels the (6) reapers, and the judgment day 

The time of (7) harveſt when like Corn and hay ; | 
The fading floiver of (8) earthly glory muſt 

Be mowed down, and levePd with the daſt, 

The (9) Barns are heaven'and hell ; the time draws nigh 
When through the darkned (1) clouds, and troubled 5kie 
The Lord ſhall break a dreadful (2) trumpet ſhall 
Sound to the dead, the ſtars from heaven fall, 

The rowling ſphears with (3) horrid flames ſhall burn, 
[And then the Tribes on earth ſhall (4) wail and mourp. 
The judgment ſet, before Chriſt's awful throne 

All flzih ſhall be ($5) conven'd, and every one 

Receive his doom : which done, the juſt ſhall bz 
Bound in lifes bundle ; (6) even as you ſee 

The full ripe ears of wheat bound up, and born 

In ſheaves with joy ; unto th? Owners barn, 

This done, the Angels next in (7) bandles binde 

The tares together, as they did combinde 

In aRing fin, ſo now their lot muſt be 

To burn together in one miſery. 

Drunkards with drunkards pinion'd, ſhall be ſent 

To he1! together in one ($) Regiment, 

Adalterers and ſivearers there ſhall lye 

In flames, among their old ſociety. 

O dreadful (9 ) howlings! O the hideous moans 

Of fetter'd finners 1 O the tears! the groans ! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


. 
. 
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| The doleful lamentations as they go 

Chain'd faſt together, to their place of wo, 

' The world thus clear'd, as fields when harveſt's in, 
Shall be no more a ſtage for ating fin, 

With purifying (t) flames it ſhall be burn'd,. 

[ts ſtately fabricks into aſhes turn'd, 

Ceaſe then my ſoul, todote on, or admire 

This ſplendid world, which is reſery'd for fire, 
Decline the company of finners here, 

As thou would(t not be ſhackel'd with them there, 
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CHAP. XVL 


Tour Winter ftore in Summer you provide , dais 
To Chriſtian prudence this muſt be apply'd, ofusbandmen, 


to provide for 
Winter, 


|= boon 


| OBSERVATION, 


| YOod husbands are careful in Sammer to provide for 
Winter, then they gather intheic Winter ſtore ; food 
and fewel for themſelves, and fodder for their cattel. He 
that patberr in Summer it « wiſe ſon, but be that ſleeps in harveſt i 
a ſon that exuſes ſhame, Prov, 10. 5. A well choſen ſeaſon is 
the greateſt advantage any to ation, which as it is ſeldom 
found in haſte, 'C9 it is often loſt by delay. *Tis a good Pro- | 
verb which the frugal Darch have among them ; Bonus Servas | 
rize, facit bonwm Tonificium 3 4 good Saver, will make a good 
enefaftor; And 'tis a good Proverb of our own z / He char 
negleRs rhe occaſion, the occafion will negleR him. Hus- 
/dandmen know that Summer will not laſt all the year, nei- 
ther will they traſt to the hopes of a mild and favouradle 
Winter, but inſeaſan provide for the worlt. 
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APPLICATION, 


V Hat excellent Chriſtians ſhould we be, were we but 
as provident and thoughtful for our ſouls? 'tis doudt- | 

leſs a hingular pou of Chriſtian wiſdom, to foreſee a day | 
of ſpiritual ſtraits and necelfitics, and during the day of 
grace to make. proviſion for it, This great Goſpel truth is 
excellently ſhadowed forth in this» natural Obſervation, ! 
which I ſhall dcanch out into theſe ſeven particulars, | 
| Husbandmen knoy there is a Change, and vicithtude of ſea- | 
ſons and weather z though it be pleaſant Summer weather 
nov , yet Winter will tread upon the heel of Summer ; 
froſts, {nows, and great falls of rainmuſt be expeted, This 
alternate courſe of ſeaſons in nature is ſetled by a firm Lv 
of the God of nature, to th2 end of the world, Gen, 8. 22. ; 
Whilſt the erth remaineth, ſeed time and barveſt, cold and heat, 
winter and ſummer, day and night, fhall n:t ceaſe+ | 
And Chriſtians knoiv, that there are changes in the right | 
hand of the moſt High, in reference to their ſpiritual ſea- 
ſons. If there be a Spring- time of the Goſpel, there wall al-; 
ſo be an Awwmn; if a day of proſperity, it will ſet ina night! 
of adverſity; for God bath ſet the one over againſt the other, Ecclel. 
7. 14- In heaven there isa day of everlaſting ſerenity, in 
hell a night of perfeR and endleſs horror and darkneſs ; on 
earth, light and darkneſs take theic turns, proſperity and ad- 
verſity, even to ſouls as well as bodies, ſucceed each other, It 
there be a Goſpel-day, a day of grace noy current, it will 
have its period and determination, Gen. 3. 6. | 
Common prudence and experience inables the Husband- | 
man, in the mid(t of Summer, to foreſee a Winter,and pro- | 
vide for it before he feel it; yea, natural inſtinct teaches | 
this to the very birds of the air, and beaſts of the held. | 
And-ſpiritual wiſdom ſhould teach Chriſtians to exerciſe | 
their foreſecing facn]ties, and not ſuffer them to feel evil be- 
fore they fear it- But, O the ſtupifying nature of fin !| 
Though the Stork in the heavens knows her appointed time, 
and the Turtle, Crane and Sivallory the time of their com-! 


Pp ing, 
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the air, in this as quite below them, Jer. 8. 7. 


them un. | 

And God's deſign in giving men a day of grace, is to fur- | 
jniſh them with an opportunity for the everlaſting happin.{; 
jand ſalvation of their ſculs, Xev.-2, 20. { gave ter a fpace to 
rezent, It 15 not a meer reprieval of the ſoul, or only a delay 
of the execution of threatned wrath, though there be much 
mercy in that z but the peculiar aim of this patience and | 
'bounty of God , is to open for them a way to eſcape the | 
' wrath tocome, by /eading them ts repentance, ROM. 2, 4, 

The Husbandman doth not find all harvelt ſeaſons alike fa- 
vourable,. ſometimes they have much fair weather, and mcet | 
l[with no hinderance in their buſineſs z other times 'tis a 
(catching harveſt, but nov and thena fair day, and then they | 
\muſt benimble, or all is ok, — 
|  There:is alſo great difference in Soy[-ſcaſons, ſome” have | 
had a long and a fair ſeaſon of grace 5 a hundred and twenty | 
years did God wait uponthe old-world, in the Miniltery of| 
Noah. Long did God wait on the gainſaying Iſraelites, Ifa.' 
43,14. 1 bave 4 longtime held mypecce, 1 bave Leen [fill and| 
refrained my ſelf. Others hive 3 ſhort. and catching leaton, all | 
lies upan a day, upon a nick of time, Att, $7 30. | 

A — ſeaſon negleRed and loft, is irrecoverable. Ma-| 
ny things in Husbandry muſt be done in-their ſeaſon, or can- 
not be done at all for that year z if he plow not, and ſory not 


ing, yet man, whom God hath made wiſer thaa the fovls of 


_ 

The end of God's ordaining & Summer. ſeaſan, and ſend. | 
ing warm and pleaſant weather, is to ripen the fyruis of the! 
earth, and give th2 -Hus5andman fit opportunity to gather | 


* —  — 


inthe proper time, he loſes the harveſt of that year. | 
| 'Tiseven ſo asto ſpiritual ſeaſons. Chrilt negleted, and 
(grace deſpiſed in the ſeaſon when God ofters them, are irre- 
;corerably loſt, Prov. x, 38- then (that 3s, when the ſeaſon 
is over ) they ſhall call upon me, but I will not hear, O,there 
is a great deal of time ina ſhort opportunity ! that may be. 
donegor prevented, in an hour rightly.timed, which cannot | 
de done or prevented ina mans life. Une afterwards. There | 
[nas one reſolved to kill Falim- Ceſar ſach a days; the night 


ore | 


I. 
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before, 2 friend ſent him a letter to acquaint him with jt, but 
| he being at ſupper and buſie in diſcourſe, ſaid,to morrow is a 
| new day, and indeed it was, dies neviſfima, his laſt day to 
him ; whence it became a Proverd in Greece, To morrow it 4 
new day, Our glaſs runs in heaven, and we cannot fee how 
much or little of the ſand of God's patience is yet torun 
down; but this is certain, when that glaſs is run, there is 
nothing to be done for our ſouls, Luke 19) 42. O that they, 
badſt known, ar leaſt, in this thy day, the things that belong to thy: 
peacey but now they are bid from thine eyes. © 
Thoſe Husbandmen that are careful and laborious in the| 
Summer, have the comfort and benefit of it in Winter ; he 
that then provides fewel, ſhall fit warm -in his habiration, | 
when others blow their fingers. He that provides food for 
his family,” and fodder for his caftel in the harveſt, ſhall eat 
the fruit of it, and enjoy the comfort of his labours, when 
others ſhall be expoſed to ſhifts and ſtraits. And he that pro- 
vides for eternity, and layes up for his ſoul a good founda- 
tion againſt the time to come, ſhall eat when others are 
hungry, andfirg when others how], [/4. 6s, r 3. A day of| 
death 'yill come, and that will be a day of ſtraitsto all neg-! 
ligent ſouls; bur then the diligent Chriſtian ſhall enjoy the| 
eace and comfort that ſhall flow in upon his heart, from his| 
oly care and fincere diligence in duties; as 2 Cor,n.124.' 
This ts our rejoycing, the teſtimumy of our conſeience, that in ali 
fincerity and yodly ſimplicity, we have had our converſation in this, 
world, So Hezehiab, 2 King. 20, 3.- Kimentber now O Lond, 
bowl bave walked befeye thee in truth, and with a perfeft beart.! 
A day of judgment will come, and then fooliſh virgins, 
who neglected the ſeaſon of getting oyl in their lamps, will 
beput totheir ſhifts 5 then they come'to the wiſe; and ſay, 
gree us of your Off, Mat. 25. 8, 9- but they: have none to 
pare, and the ſeaſon of buying is then over. | - : 


No wiſe Husbandman will neglect a fit opportunity 6f ga- 
thering in his hay and corn, upon 2 preſumption of 'mach | 
fair weather to come z he will not ſay, fhe weather is ſefled, / 
ad T need not tronble myſelf, tHugh my torfi ind Hay be fit 
for the houſe, yer T may gerit th another time as well a#now. 

: a, 18-2 And} 


FIR 


| 


jafterwards. Beſides, God was then in a' way of working 
[miracles ; then he rent the rocks, open'd the graves, raiſed 


| 


The heavenly uſt of tariblythings. 


Andno wiſe Chriſtian will loſe a preſent ſeaſon for h1s/ 


ſoal, upon the hopes of much more time yet to come z but) 


| will rather ſay, now 1s my time, and I knoy not what will | 
| be hereatter; hereafter I may with to ſee one of the dayes 


of the Son of man, and not ſee it, Lubt'17. 23. *Tis ſ1d to 
hear, how cunning ſome men are to d{pate themſelye; out of 
heaven, asf th2 devil had hired them to plead againſt their 
own ſouls ; ſometimes urging the example of thoſe that were 
called at.the eleventh hour, Afar. 2G. 6. and ſometimes that 
| of the penitent thief: But, O 1 to how littl2 purpoſe is the 
former pleaded ; they that were called at the eleventh hour, 
were never called before, as theſe have been, no man had 
hired 3 that 1s, called or invited them to Chriſt, and for 
the tnef, (a5 Mr. Fenner rightly obſerves) it vras a fingulat 
mdextraordinary example. It was done when Chriſt hang'd 
onthe crofs, and was to be inaugurated ; then Kings maniteſt 
ſach bounty, and pardon fuch'crimes, as are never pardoned! 


the dead, and converted this thiefz hut God 1snow out of 
778 Way. | 


REFLECTIONS, 
| Have indeed been a 200d Hnsband for the world ; with 


ind family, to provide food to noariſh them, and cloaths to 
defend them againſt the afperities of Winter > mean while 
negleRing to make proviſion for eternity, or take care for 
my ſoul. O my deſtitute ſoul 1 how much nave 1 fſlighted 
and undervalued thee ? I have taken more care for an horſe, 
or an ox, tha for theez a well-ſtored barn, but an empty 
ſoul. WiH it not ſhortly be withrme, as wich that carelels 
Mother, who when her houſe was on fire, bafily beſtir'd her 
ſelf to ſave the goods, but forgot the child > (though it were 
ſaved by another hand) and then minding her child, ran up 
ind down like one diſtraRted, wringing her hands, and cry- 


ing; O my child, my child ! I have ſaved my goods, and loſt 
£6 ESE LO 


13 _ 


T, 
The carcleſs 


what care and providence have I looked out for my ſelf | fouReefieftion 


— 


| 
| 


wi 
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Hucbandry ſpirituslizgd ; Or, | 


| 


a 


# . 
| Le piclums ; 
Pruous fouls 


! Relieion, 


I, 
The induſtrious 
ſouls Refleion 


(my child. Such will be the caſe of thee, my ſoul, CALar,! 
(16, 26, Beſides, hay eafie will my conviction be at the Bar! 
{ of Chriſt? will not my providence and care for the thing; 
of this life, leave me ſpeechleſs and ſelf- condemned in that 
day? what ſhall 1 anſiver- when the Lord ſhall ſay, Thou! 
could(t foreſee a Winter, and ſeaſonably provide for it ? yea, 
thou hadſt fo much care of thy very beaſts, t> provide for 
their neceſſities z and why tookeſt thou no care for thy ſoul 2 | 
vas that only not worth the carivg for ? | 
Is it ſo dangerous: te negle& a preſent proper ſeaſon of 
9Face ? what then have I done, who have ſuftered many ſuch! 
ſeaſons to die away in My hand, upon a groundleſs hop2 of! 
fature opp2rtunities? Ahy deluded wretch ! what it that 
ſppofition fail? where am I then? I am not the Lo:dof| 
time, ncither am I ſare, that he who is, wall ever youchſafe 
an hoar of gracein old age, to him that hath negle&ed many 
ſuch hours in youth; neither indeed is it ordinary for God ſo 
todo. *'Tis ſtoried of Cains Marins V itt. rins, who lived a-/ 
bot 300 years after Chriſt, and to his old age continued a 
Pagan, but at laſt being convinced of the Chriſtian verity, 
he came to Simplicianus and told him, he would be a Chrj- 
ſtian 3 but neither he, nor the Church could believe it, it| 
deing ſo rare an example for any to be converted at his age : | 
But at laſt, ſeeing it was real, there was a ſhouting and glad-| 
neſs, and finging of Pſalms in all Churches, the people cry-! 
ing, Cains Marins V ifterins is become a Chriltian- This was | 
written for a wonder, and what ground have I to think, that | 
God ivill work ſuch wonders for me, who. have neglected his! 
ordinary means of Talyation ? 
Bleſs th: Lord, O my ſoul ! who gave thee a ſeaſon, a day | 
for eternal life, which is more than he hath done for thou- 
ſands ; yea bleſs the Lord for giving thee an heart to under- 
ſtand and improve that ſeaſon, I confeſs I have not improved 
ita3T ought 5 yet, this I can (through mercy) ſay, that how | 
ever it fare in future times, with my outward man, though 1 
have no treaſures or ſtores laid up on earthz or if I have, 
they are but corruptible, yet I have a bleſſed hope laid up in 
heaven, Col; 1. 5, I have bags that wax not old, Whullſt 
 worldlings 


I — KK 


w_—_— cx ___ - OC III —o_—_— 


" Theheavenhyuſe of earthly things. 


worldlings rejoyce intheir ſtores and heaps, I will rejoyce | 


in theſe eternal treaſures, 


— —— 


O® 


The Poem. 


bſerve in Summers ſultry heat, 
how in the (1 ) hotteſt day ; 


The Husbandman doth toyl and (2) fiyeat : 
about his Corn and Hay. 


If then he ſhould not reap and mow, 


and ( 


3) gather in his ſtore ; 


How ſhould he live, when for the ſnow 


he can't move out of door ? 


=_ little (4) Ant 
by natures inſtind led 


and painful Bees 3 
led; 


Theſe have their Summer granariess 


But thou my ſoul, whoſe Snmmers day 
is almoſt paſt and gone 


for Winter furniſhed. 


gone 
What ſoul-provifion doſt then (5) lay 
in(6) ſtock, to ſpend upon ? 


If (7) nature teacheth topre 
for temporal{ife, muck r 


Grace ſhould provoke to(B) greater care, ' 


ſoul-food in time to gather. 


Dayes of afflition, and diſtreſs 
are (9) haſting on a pace, 
If now I live in careleſsnefs ; 
how ſad will be nty caſe} 


Unworthy 


— —__ —_ —_ _ 


(1) Joby 'P 
2) Gen.3.1g. 


(3) Prov. 10.5, 


(4)Provy. 6.657. 


(5) Mat. 6.20- 
(6)1Tim 6.16 


(7) Jer. 8. 7. 


(9)dMar.1626, 


(9)Zeph.2.2,3 


by "9 


% 
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(1) Iſa,32.9, | 


| 


S Luke 12. 
18, 20, 


4)1Cor.7.31. 


by :Cor.q4.18 
$)Prov.23.5- 


Upon reaping 
the ſame we 
ſow, 


——  —  ——— — ——— ——— ———— —_—_ 
— 


A —_ 


Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, 


Unvorthy of the name (xr) of man, 
who for that ſoul of thine; 

W:lt not do that which others can 
do for their very kine. 


Think frugal Farmers, when you ſee 
our mows of Corn and Hay ; 
What a ( 2) conviCtion this will be, 
to you, another day. 


OO EIS OOO IO: OO OS OO 


Who ne're were up before the Sun, 
nor brake an hoursreſt ; 

For your poor ſouls, as you have done 
ſo often, for a beaſt. 


Learn once to ſee the difference, 
betwixt (3) eternal things ; 

And theſe poor (4) tranſient things of ſence : 
that fly with ($).cagles wings. 


_—_—_—K_o 


(chem. Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thiftler,) 


CHAP. XVII. 


When from Tare ſeeds, you ſee cheice Wheat to grow, 
Then from your luſts, may joy and comfort flow, 


—_ ——  —— ——C Qu o—_———— 


OBSERVATION. 


Od gives to every ſeed its own body, 1 Cer. 15. 38, 
Art firſt he created every Tree and herb of the field, 
having its ſeed in it ſelf, for the conſervation of the ſpeciesz & 
they all inviolably obſerve the Law of their Creation. All 
f:uits naturally riſe out of the ſeeds, and roots proper to| 


Such! 


nd —_—_——— —  — 
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Sach produQtions would be monſtruous in nature ; and al-{ 
Ta the juice or ſap of the earth be the common matter 
of all kind of fruits, yer it is ſpecificated according to the 
different. ſorts of Plants and ſeeds it nouriſhes. Where 
Wheat is ſown, it's turned into Wheat; in an apple Tree, it 
yecomes anapplez andſo in every ſort of Plants or ſeeds, 
it's concocted into fruit proper to the kind. 


APPLICATION, 


Ranſlate this into fpirituals, and the propoſition ſha- 
| & dowed forth ol 1s fully expreſſed by the Apoltle, 


Gal, 6, 7. What 4 manſowr, that ſhall be reap ; they that ſon to 
he fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corrmgtion ; and they that ſow to the 
ſpirit, ſhall of the ow reap life everlaſting, And as fire as the! 
hirve(t follovs the feed-time, ſo ſure ſhall ſuch fruits and 
effects reſult from the ſeeds of ſuch ations, He that ſoueth 
iniquity, ſhall reap vanity, Prov, 22, 8. And they that now go 
orb weeping) and bearing precious ſeed, "ang dowbtleſ; come again 
rejozcing, bringing their ſheaves with them, Pſal. 126. 5; The 
ſum of all i5 this, That our preſent a&tions have the ſame 
reſpe& and relation to future. rewards- and puniſhments, as 
the ſeed we ſoiy in our fields, hath to the harveſt we reap| 
from it, Every gracious aCtion 1s the ſeed of joy, and every 
ſinfal ation the ſeed of anguiſh and ſorrow, to the {oul that| 
ſoved it, Two things are ſenſibly preſented to us in this fi- } 
militude. - 

That as the ſeed ſown, is preſently covered from our fight 
under the. clods, and for ſome time after we ſee no more of | 
it, and yer at laſt it appears again, dy which it's evident to 
us that it is not finally loſt : $o our preſent aCtions, though 
phyſically tranſient, and p2zrhaps forgotten, yet are not lolt, 
!but after a time ſhall appear ag2in, in. order to a retribu- 
tion, 
| If this were not ſo, all g00d-and holy ations would be to 
[the Joſs of him that performed them. All the ſelf-denial, 
' ſpending duties, and ſharp —— of the-people of God, 
would turn to their damage ; though not in point of honeſty, 

V 3 yet; 


_— et 


a 


© Huehandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 


Drexellius de 
eternitate prope 
fin. 


jof holy a&tions, for the preſent may ſeem bitter, and the 


yet in point of perional utility z and then alſo, what difte-! 
rznce would there be betwixt the ations of a man and j 
1eaſt, with reſpect ro future good or evil? yea, man would 
hen be more feared and obeyed than Ged, and ſouls be ſway. 
:d in all their motions, only by th2 influence of preſert 
chingsz and where then would Religion be found in the 
vorld?> 'Tis an excellent note of Drexellins z * Our works 
* ({aith he) do not paſs away as ſoon as they are done, but as 
{© (eed ſown, ſhall after a time riſe up to all eternity ; what 
ever we think, ſpeak or do, once.ſpoken, thought or done, is 
'tzrnal, and abides for ever. 

What Zexxes the famous Limner ſaid of his work, may 
5e truly ſaid of all our works ; /Eternitati pings, I paint for 
:ternity. O, how careful ſhould men be of what they ſpeak 
and do, whilſt they are commanded ſo to ſpeak, and ſo to do, 
as thoſe that ſhall be judged by the perfe& lay of liberty, 
fam. 2, 12. What more tranſient than a vain word? and yet 
for ſuch words , men ſhall give an account in the day of 
judgment, Mat. x2, 36. That's the firſt thing 3 Ations like 
eed, ſhall riſe and appear again in order to a retribution. 

The other thing held forth in this fimilitude is, That ac- 
cording to the nature of our aftions now, will be the fruit 
ind reward of them then, Though the fruit or conſequence 


fruit of ſinful ations ſiveet and pleaſant, yet there is no- 
thing more certain, than that their future fruits ſhall be ac-] 
cording to their preſent nature and quality, 2 (or. 5. 10. 
Then Djonij«« ſhall retra@ that ſaying, Ecce quan proſper: 
navigatio a Deo datny ſacrilegis ; Behold how God favours on 
ſacriledges, Sometimes indeed (though but rarely) G 
cauſes ſinners to reap in this world, the ſame that they have 
ſown ; as hath been their fin, ſuch hath been their puniſh 
ment. It was openly confeſſed by Adonibezek, Judg, 1. 7: 
as I have done, ſo hath God requited me. 1 
Socrates in his Church Hiſtory furniſhes ug with a pertinent! 
paſſage to this purpoſe, concerning Yalens the Emperey, who! 
was an Arrian, a bitter perſecutor of the Chriſtians : 
This man, when eighty of the Orthodox Chriſtians ſailed 


4 


from! 


— Thubeavenlyaſeef carthywhings. 
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from Conſtantinople to Nicomedia, to treat with him about the 
points of Arrianiſms, and to ſettle the matter by way of du(- 
pate ; the Emperor hearing of their arrival, while r Ao 
iyer inthe Harbour, and not a man landed, cauſed the Ships 
[to be fired wherein they were, and ſo conſumed them all. 
Not long after, in his Wars againſt the Gorbry he was over- 
{thrown 3 and hicing himſelf in a little Cottage, the enemy 
'coming by, burnt it and him together, Thus this wretch 
rexp'd what he ſoived, burning tor burning, the very ſame 
in kind paid him gain; it 1s not alwayes ſoin this world, 
but ſo4t ſhall be in that to come; the Table ſhall then be 
turned, and the Scexe altered z for ſhall not the Judge of all 
[the world do righteouſly > Diogenes was tempted to think, 
that God had calt off the government of the world, when 
he ſary the wicked proſper in their wickedneſs, On the ſame 
ground, many have been tempted to Arbeiſes; but then the 
world ſhall ſee diſtributive juſtice ſhining our in its glory. 
Tribmlation, angni(þ and nrath,to every ſoul of man that doth evil; 
but glory, _— and prace, to every man that worketb grod, Rom, 
2,9,10, Then twill a 
\nelived; for God ſhall bring eve 
vith every ſecret thing, whether it 


12. 14, 


—_ into judgm 
good or evil, Ecclef, 


REFLECTIONS. 


His Meditation may be to me what the hand-ivriting 

_ the wall was to that profane Prince, Dan, 5. 5, 6. 
and a like efteR it ſhould have upon me z for if all the aRti- 
ons of this life be ſeed ſown for the next, Lord, .vhat a crops 
| hat a dreadful harveſt am I like to have? how many oats 
| andcurſes, lyes and vain words, have I ſown with my tongue ? 
| how have I wronged, opprefled, and over-reached in my 


dealings? ruſhed int9 all profaneneſs, drunkenneſs, un-| 


cleanneſs, Sabbath breaking, &c. 4s the horſe ruſheth into the 
batiel ; and what ſhall I reap from ſuch ſeed as this, but ven-} 
geance and fury > Theſe fins ſeemed pleaſant in the commilh- 


Weret 


ar what ſeed we ſowed, what lives] - 


Cum video ma- 
{a fata boxir, 
i$noſcite que- 
[0 : ſollititer 
nuller efſe put a_ 
re Dear. Ovid, 


Y . 
The profane 
perſons Refle- | 


Rion 


|n, but O, how bitter will they be in their account ? _ 
all 


D — 


— 


& 


x 


2. 
The moral 
mans Retige 


10N. 


he holy ſouls 
clleiop, 


anſwer bim > Job 31. 14+ Is it not reaſonable and juſt, (0 


{hall I do when God riſt eth np? ; and when be viſueth, what ſhall Fi 


my ſoul) that-thou-ſhouldeſt eat the fruat of.thine own! 
_ , and reap what thou haſt ſown? 1 thought nothing 
ut profit and pleaſure would ſpring from-my laits, but now! 
I ſee *tis a root bearing, gall and wo:mwood, Der. 29, 18, 
Wretched ſoul, what ſhall T do? if theſe actions be nct, 
thenam 1 undcne, I have been the author of mine own ruin, 
*rwiſtedan halter with mine own fingers, for the execntion| 
of mine .ownſoul !- O, let me rather taſte the bitterneſs of 
fin, by--repentance now, than injoy its-preſept pleaſures, 
which betray the ſoul toendleſs wrath} 
How have Talſo been deceived in this matter ?' T verily 
thought that glory and immortality would have been the fruit, 
and product of. my moral honeſty -and righteouſneſs, that 
joy and peace had been ſeminally containedan thoſe a&tions 3} 
but now I ſee ſach fruit. can ſpring from no other root but 
ſpecial grace. Glory as diſcloſed from no other bud. but ho- 
lineſs, Alas! all my planting and _ wasto Itttle pur-} 
poſe , becauſe I ſoived not the right kind of ſeed ; the beſt| 
fruit 1 can expe from this, is but a leſſer degree of damna- 
tiON+ . 
Deludedſoul, thy ſeed is no better than what the, mra/| 
Heathen: owed ; and do I expect better fruit than what they| 
reaped? Civility without Chriſt, is but a freer ſlavery ; and 
Satan holds me as faſt in captivity by this, as he doth the pro-| 
phane by the pleaſure of their luſts z either I muſt fow better] 
ſeed, or look to reap bitter fruit. | 
Mean while, bleſs the Lord (O my ſoul) who inabled thee 
to ſoy better ſeed ! who kept thee watching, humbling thy 
ſelf, and praying, whilſt others have been ſwearing, drinking 
and blaſpheming.. This wHl yield thee the fruit of joy in the 
world to-come ; yea, it already yields preſent peace to thy 
conſcience, Theſe revenues are better than gold, ſweeter 
than the honey, and the honey comb z not that ſuch fruits arc 
meritoriouſly contained in theſe actions, I ſow to my ſelf in 
righteouſneſs, but I reap in. mercy, Hof. 10, 12, This is the 


way in which God will ſave and glorifie me, O then, let me 
be 


The beavenljuſe of earth) things. 
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[abour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


' 


we 


be ever abounding in the work of th: Lord, knowing that >M 


— 


The Poem, 


| 


| Who ever gather'd from the {1 ) thiſtle Figs? 
| Or fruitful Grapes from off the worthleſs twigs 
'Of pricking thorns? in mature ſtill we find 
' All its productions (2) anſwering to their kind, 
[As are the Plants we ſet, of ſeeds weſow ; 
{Such is the (3 ) fruit we ſhake, and corn'we mow, 
' And canſt thou think that from corruptiong root, 
[Thy ſoul ſhall pluck the ſiveet and pleaſant fruit 
Of ſpiritual peace? who ever that was wiſe, 
Abus'd himſelf with ſuch(g) abſurdities? . 
[Look what you ſow, the very ſame you'l reap, 
| The frair of what you plant, be-ſure you'l cat. 
How are they ($) baffled by a ſubrtil devil ? 
That hope for heaven, whilſt their wayes are evil. 
Such reaſonings here their credulous ſouls beguil, 


Our preſent as thoughlightly paſled dy, 

Are ſo much (6) ſeed, ſown for eternity. 
[The ſeeds of prayers, ſecret groans and tears; 
Will ſhoot at laſt into the full blown ears, 

Of peace and joy. (7) Bleſſed are they that ſow 
Bede theſe waters, yea, Frice bleſt that go 


With joyful ſheaves, they ſhortly ſhalt return, 
Needs muſt the full ripe fruits in heaven be good, 
When as the ſeed was glory in the bud. | 
Bat'O, the (8) bitter, banefulf;nits bf: fm}. -1;, 
Kam all the (9) pletſube firiners have there - 


Br — be a ſtrange and monſtrous thing to fee 
| Cherries, or Plums uw on an apple Tree, 


At which in other _ themſelves would ſmile. . 
u 


Bearing ſuch precious ſeed z though now they mourn, 


275.901] 
Like 


| 


(2) Gen.1.18. 
(3) Job 4-7. 


(4) Jam.1.22. 


(5) Gal. 6. 7, 


(6) Gal.6.7. 


(7)Plalirss 


_ 1(8)Deur,29.18 
(9) Heb.y ang 


ls 


— 


( 1) Mart.7.16. 


| 


a Prov-14.9 


(2) Judg.8.7, 


(3) Mark 9.44 


"*» 


| | 
fat A w | 
Like faded blofloms to the ground ſhall fall, Y 
Then they wilt taſte the wormwood and the gall, 
What God and conſcience now of fin report, 

You flight, and with their dreadful threatnings (1) (port, 
But he'l convince you then, your wayes were nwght, 

As Gideon the men of (2) Saceorh tanght. 

If Sermons cannot, fire and brimſtone maſt 

Teack men hoiy good it is to-pamper luſt, 

When conſcitnce:(:3) trkts the4 þy tae throat, and cryes- 
Now wretch,. nowfamer, thou that didſt deſpiſe ' 
My warnings 5 learn, and'ever learning be 

That Leſſon, which thou ne're wouldlt learn of me, 

The ſtouteſt ſinner then will howl and roar, 

[s this the fruit of fin? is this the place. 

Where I muſt1ye ?- is this andeed the caſe 

Of my poor ſoul t muſt I'be bound in chayns 

With theſe companions? Oh, is this the gains 

I get by fin 1 poor wretch, I that would never 

See this before, am now undone for ever. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Great & the joy of Harveſt men, yet leſs 
Than theirs, whom God 40th with his fauonr bleſs, 


OBSERVATION. 


A More all earthly joyes, theſe four ſorts are noted in 
Scripture, as the. molt excellent -and remarkable, 


* Jneſs of a mans Heartz-Gare. 3, 14. (2) The joy of children, 


(1) Nutial joyes, the day of Eſpouſals is the day of the glad- 
Though now it ſeem buta common mercy to molt,and a = 


fe" 


den, 
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den to ſome ; yet the opens of God were wont to eſtee m| 
ita choice mercy, and rezoyced greatly in at, F<, 16. od 
there's joy that a man 13 born into the world. (3) The joy of 
conqueſt; and victories, when men divide the ſpoyl, And laſt-f 
ly, The joy of Harveſt ; theſe two we find put together as 
principal matters of joy, ſa. 9. 3+ They joy befere thee, ac- 
cording to the joy in Harveſt, and as men rejoyce when they divide 
the ſpoyl, The joy of Harveſt, is no ſmall joy ; Gandinm 
meſſui, oft meſſis gendii 5, the joy of harveſt, is the harveſt 
their joy. 'Tis uſual with men, when they have reaped down 
their harveſt, (or cut the neck, as they call it) to demon- 
ſtrate their joy by ſhoutings, and loud acclamations. 


APPLICATION. 


Hus, and unſpeakably more than thus, do Saints rejoyce 

and ſhout for joy, when they reap the favour and love 

of God, for which they laboured in many a weary duty. This 
joy of harveſt, as great as it is, and as much as carnal hearts 
are lifted up with it, is but a trifle, a thing of nought, com-| 
pared with yoursz after they have ſown to themſelves in 
righteonſneſs, and waited for the effets and returns of their 
duties vith patience, and at laſt com? to reap in mercy, 
jeither the full harveſt in heaven, or but the firſt fruits of it 
on earth, yet rejoyce, with joy wnſpeaballe and full of glory) 
1 Pet, 1. 8. This pats more gladneſs into their beartt, than when 
corn and wine increaſes, Pſal. 4. 7, Carnal joyes are hut ſoul- | 
Fevers, the Agues of the-inner man z there is as great a 
difterence betivixt the unnatural inflawations of a feveriſh 
'body which waſtes the ſpirits, and drinks up the radical 
moiſture, and that kindly well-temper'd heat of an healthy 
dody z and as much between the ſweet, ſerene and heavenly 

Joyes, Which floiy from the boſom of © briſt into the hearts of 
delievers, and thoſe earthly delights which carnal hearts in 
a ſenſual way ſuck out of creature-enjoyments. I will ſhew 
= the tranſcendency of ſpiritual yoyes, adove the joy of 
arvelt, in theſe eight particulars folloving. | 


You that joy with the joy cf harveſt, are glad, vecauſe 
X RE. 


—— 


| 
| 
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| joy is this ! | 


now you have tood tour your ſelves and families to live epor: 
all the year ; but the Chriltizn rejoyceth, becauſe he hat! 
bread to eat, that the world knows not of, Kev, 3. 17. Chrilt| 
is the food of hisſoul,+ and his fleſh is meat indeed, and h1s| 
bloud drink indeed, Jobn 5. 55. (5. 7.) the moſt real and! 
excellent food. You read, P/al. 78, 25. that man did cat! 
Angels food {i. e.) Manna, iwiich was ſuch excellent bread | 
that if Angels did live upon material food, this would be 
choſen for them z . and yet this is bur a typ? and dark ſhadowy 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the food of delievers. | 
You rejoyce when your harveſt is in, becauſe corn is| 
virtually many other things delides food ; you can turn it in-| 
to cloaths to keep you warm, and many other neceſlaries' 
may be purchaſed by it : but yet it 13 not like Chrilt, the ob- 
gect of a Saints joy 3 taough it anſivers many things, it doth 
not anliver all things as Chriſt doth z turn it into what you; 
will, it hath bat a I1mited and reſpeCtive uſefulneſs : but Je- 
ſus Chriſt j3 all in all to believers, and out of him their faith 
can fetch all ſupplies ; he is their health in ickneſs, their 
ſtrength in we:kneſs, their eaſe inpain, their honour in re- 


| 


proach, their wealth in porentys their friend in friendleſs-| 


neſs, their babitation when harbourleſs, their enlargement in 
bonds, the {trength of their hearts, and life of thear life. O' 
he is a full Chrilt, and what ever excellencies are ſcattered; 
among all the creatures, do meet all in him,and much more. 

You rejoyce when you have gotten in your harvelt, be- 
cauſe now you can free thoſe engagements, and pay thoſe 
debts Which you have contraRted. *Tis a comfort to be out) 
of debt, and you may lawfully rejoyce that God gives you 
vherewith to quit your engagements, that you may ove no! 
man any thing but love : but ſtill the joy of harveſt _ 
ſhort of the joy of Saintsz for you rejoyce that you are, or 
have wherewith to help your ſelves out of mens dedts :| 
but they rejoyce that th:y are out of God's debt ; that 
his book is cancelled, and their fins pardoned 5 that by rea- 
ſon of the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Law can+{r- 
demand nothing from them, &Kow. 8. 1. O, what matter of| 


Yo! 


ll_ 
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| The heaven uſe of earthly things. TT 
| You rejoyce, becauſe now your corn is out of danger} 4, 
| all the while it was abroad it was in hazard, but now it's 
| houſed you fear not the rain. But Chriſtians rejoyce, nor 
| decauſe their corn isſafe, bur becauſe their ſouls are ſo. All 
| the while they abode in an unregenerate ſtate, tney were 
| every moment indanger of the ſtorms of wrath 3 but now 
being in Chriſt, that danger is over ; arid what compare is 
there detwixt the ſafety of a little corn, and the ſecurity oj 
{ an immortal ſoul ? 
| Your Fa is but ina gift of common providence, Turk: " 
; and Heathen; can rejoyce with your joy, but the zoy of a 
| Chriſtian is a peculiar favour and gift of God. Corn 15 gi- 
vento all Nations, even the moſt barbarous and wicked have 
{ſtore of it; but Chriſt is the portion but of a. feiv, and 
thoſe the dearly beloved of God. Luther ſaid of the whole 
| Turkiſh Empire (where is the belt and greateſt ſtore of corn) 
| that it 15 but a cramb which the Maſter of tne Family throws 
[to the dogs. He that had more corn than his Barns coald | 
hold, now wants a drop of water to cool his tongue. Chriſt z 
is 2 gift deſtoived only apon God's EleR, 
Your joy will haveanend ; the rime is coming, that when 6, | 
| you have reaped down your harveſts, your ſelves muſt be | 
reaped down by death, and then you ſhall rejoyce intheſe 
thingeno more z but when your joy is ended, then is the joy | 
of Saints perfe&ed ; they reap their harveſt , when you | 
leave your harveſt : their conſolation is everlaſting. 
' Godcan ſeparate your joy from theſe enjoyments, even . | 
while you have them, as well as when you leave them. 'Tis 
one thing for a man to have riches and full Barns,and anothe: | 
th ng to have comfort in them, Ececleſ. 5. 19, 30. But now | 
' the joy of Chriſtian is a thing inſeparable from their enjoy- 
' ment of Chriſt : Indeed the ſenſe of their intereſt may dc 
loft, and ſo the aRts of their joy intermitted ; but they al- 
wayes have it in the ſeed, if not in the fruit, Pſal. 99- 12: 
Toy # ſoun for the wpright 5 he hath it (hill an the principle, 
and in the promiſe, 
The joy of Harveſt men, for the moſt part, is only in their s, | 
haryeſt, and inſuch earthly things ; take that away, and their 
X 2 10% 
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joy ceaſes. Earthly hearts are acquainted with no higher 
comforts z but the people of God can joy in. him, and take | 
comfort in their earthly inzoymentstgo ; and what comfort : 
they take.in theſe things, 13 much more refined and ſweet * 
than yoursz for they enjoy a!l wde things in God, and his 
love in giving them, putsa ſiveetn?ſs into them, that you are | 
unacquainted With, Thus you fee, hoy far your joy falls 
ſhort of theirs, 


REFLECTIONS, 


| I, 
' A Retie&ion [CF OV have I rejoyced in a thing of nought, and pleaſed 
for one that |} my ſelf with a vanity> God hath bleſſed me in my 
hath a full fields, and in my ſtores 3 but not with ſpiritual bleſſings in 


— = ou heavenly places in Chriſt. My Barns are lull of corn, but! 


my ſoul is empty of grace ; common bounty hath given.me 
a fulneſs of the things of this life, but what if the meaning 
of ir ſhould he to fat me for the day of ſlaughter > what ut 
(this be the whole of my portion from the Lord ? what if the 
language of his providences to my ſoul ſhould be this ? Lo, 
here I have given thee( with 1/bmael )the fatneſs of the earth : 
Thou ſhalt not ſay, but thou haſt taſted of thy Creator's 
bounty 3 but make the moſt of it, for this is all that ever 
thou ſhalt have from- me : There be others in the world, to 
hom I have denyed theſe things, but for them I have re- 
ſerved better ; for the moſt part they are poor in this world, 
but rich in faith, and herrs of the Kingdom-? Is not this e- 
nevgh to damp all my carnal mirth ? Should my conſcience 
give me ſuch a memento, as Alrabam inthe parable gave to: 
Dives ; Kemember that thou in thy life time receivedſt. thy prod 
things, Ah, what a cut would that be toall my comforts? A. 
man in a Fever hath a lively colour, but a dying heart. 1 
have an appearance, a ſhadoiv of comfort, but a ſad Nate of 
foul. 

2* þf Bleſſed bethe Ged and father of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nho hath 
A-Refiection Wn with all ori bleſſings in fob-Lars places is Chriſt, 
for one rhat 

hath Chriſt, |#p#+ 2+ 3+ Though he hath not ſeen fit to give me much of 
bur no Barn, |this world in hand,. yet 3t hath pleaſed him to ſettle a rich 


| ESL Nu. inhe- 
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inheritance upon me by promiſe ; the hopes CONISS) 
ons wherof, yield my ſoul more true comfort than all the pr2- 
ſent enjoyments of this world could have done, Bleſſed be 
the Lord, who hath not given me my portion in this life 
that by keeping me from the enjoyment, hath alſo preſerved 
me from the ſnores of a proſperous eſtate. | 
Lord Jeſs, I have no bags, I have no Barns ; but ww 
[ſhalt be to me inſtead of ail thoſe thingis, When others re- | 
joyc2 in the falnzſs of their earthly comforts, I will rejoyce | 
{10 thz fulneſs of my Chriſt ; they have that wich (though | 
[I hrvenot) I ſhall not want; and T have that which all their 
riches cannot purchaſe. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul ! 
' ButLord, how am TI obliged, adove thouſands, to love and | , * 
praiſe thee ! to bleſs and admire thee, who haſt not only for one thar 
plentifally provided for my ſonl, but for my body too! who harh a full 
haſt given me both- the upper and the neather ſprings, hea- Bun and 
ren and earth, things prefent, and things to come : Thou Chuiſt too, 


n s # . [ 
halt not dea!r ſo with all, no, not with all of thine own peo-! 


ple ; many of them are ſtrangers to the mercies which 1 en-| 

12y. God hath done great things for me ; O my ſoul ! what| 

;,vilt thou do for God 2 The freer the condition is, he hath | 

\placed me in, the more am 1 both obliged and advantaged | 

for his ſervice ; and yet I doabt it will be found, that many | 

8 poor Chriſtian that labours with his hands to get his bread, 

redeems more hours for God than I do, Lord, make me 

wiſe to underſtand, and anfyer the double end of this gra- | 

cious diſpenſation } Let me beſtoiy the more of my time on! 

[God, and ſtand ready to miniſter to. the neceflities of his, 

people, 

| Oh, what an unhappy wretch am I !* taat have nothing o_ = 
|ther in hand, or in hope 3 am miſerable here, and like to be | Al Ke _ 
(ſofor ever : Had 1 but an intereſt in Chriſt, asthe godly |, eee 
(poor have, that would ſweeten all preſent troubles, and thery | Bain, nor a 
me the end of them, But alas4 I am poor and wicked, con- | Chit, 
temned of men, and abhorred of God an object of con- | 

tempt, both to heaven and earth. Lord, look upon ſuch a 
= miferable object with compaſſion, give me a portion 
[i i 


| 


thy people in the world to come, it thou never better 
my 


— 


—— ———_—_— 


OE The beaventy aſe of earthly things. 157 


| 


- Husdandy fpirituelizgd ; Or, | 
my outward condition here! O ſanRtifie this poverty ! blets 
theſe Nraits and wants, that they may neceſſitate my ſoul to, 


29 to Chriſt ; make this poverty the way to glory, and]; 
ſhall bleſs thee to eternity, that I was: poor in this world. * 


The Porn. 


Fr have I ſeen when harvelt's almoſt in, 

The laſt load coming ; how ſome men have bin 
| ; Rapt up with joy, as if that welcome cart 

(1) Ifa.9.3- |Drew home the very (1) treaſure of their heart. 

| What joyful ſhoutings ! hooping 1 hollowing noiſe, 
With mingled voices both of men and boyes ? 

(a) Pal. 4- 7. | To carnal minds there 1sno (2) greater mirth, 

No higher joy z nor greater heaven on earth. 

He ſpeaks pure Paradoxes, that ſhall ſay 

Theſe are - trifles z to what Saints enjoy, 
(3/P199.29-27 | But they (3) deſpiſe your ſparks, as Much as you 

| Contemn their Sun; 'Some that could never ſhewy 
(4) Luke 16. | A full (tuft (4) Barn, on which you ſet your heart ; 
20,21. |But glean perhaps the ears behind your cart : 

| Yet are the gleanings of their comfort more, 
' 


__|Than all your harvelt, and admired ſtore. 
(4) Job4#.23.\ your mirth is (5) mixtwith ſorrow, theirs 39 pare 
(6) Job x0.5, | Yours like a ſhadow (6) fleets, hut theirs endure, 
| God gives to you the husk, to them the pith z 
'7)Prov.10.32 {Andno heart-ſtinging ſorrow (7) adds therewvith, 
Though at the gates of death they ſometimes moutm, 
\No ſooner doth the Lord tothem return | 
Bat ſorrow 'sbaniſht from thei penſive brealt ; | 
(8) Pſal. 42.12 | Joy triumphs there, and {'$) (miles their cheekinvelt. 
Have you beheld when with perfumed wings, 
Our of the balmy Eaſt bright Phe@bw ſprings ; | 
Mounting th'Olympick hill, with what a grace | 
| He views the throne of- darkneſs ; and doth c:ufe | 
The 
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[The ſhades of night defore him? having hurl'd 
| His golden beams about this lower world, 

| How from ſad Groves, and ſolitary Cells 

Where horrid darkneſs; and confuſion d yells, 
[Batts, Owles, and dolef.l creatures fly avay, 

| Reſigning to the cheerful birds of day, 

!Who in thoſe places nov can fit and chant, 

' Where lately ſuch ſad creatures kept their haunt. 
[Thus grief re{1gn3 to joy, lighs, groans and tears, 
|Toſongs triumphant when the Locd appears. 

| O matchleſs joy 1 O countenance divine ! 

! What are thoſe trifles, to theſe ſmiles of thine ! 
{May I with poor Mephiboſherb be bleſt 

{With theſe {e2t ſmiles, let Ziba take the reſt. 
'My life, my creaſure, thou ſhalt ne're be ſold 
For filver hills, or rivers pav'd with gold. 

Wer't thou but known to worldlings, they would ſcorn, 
To ſtoop their hearts to ſuch poor things as corn» 
For ſo they do, becauſe thou art above 

That ſphere wherein their lviv conceptions move, 
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CHAP. XIX. 


More ſolid grain with greater ſtrength you thraſh, 
The ableft Chriſtians have the hardeſt laſh. P 
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OBSERVATION. 


[rent qualities of the grain tobe threſhed, This obſeryation| 
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Usbandmen having to do with divers ſorts of. grain, 
| ſome more tough and ſtubborn , others more free and 
|tender, do not deat all alike in the threſhing floor ; but as 
they have threſhals of ſeveral ſizes, ſo they beſtow on ſome 
grain more, on other fewer ſtrokes, according to the diffe- 


| 


Upon the 
thraſhing our 
of Corn. 
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the Prophet {/-4ab hath, Chap, 28. v, 27, The Fitches are ng 
threſbed unh a threſhing inſtrument, neuher is the Cart-ahn| 
turn'd «beat upon the Cummin, but the Fitches are beaten out with, 
aſt.ff, and the Cummin with a r01, The manner of beating out! 
the corn in ancient times, vas far different fiom that which 
is now in uſe among us z they had the Cart-wheel, which! 
was full of iron ſpokes or teeth, and the hoofs of beaſts for! 
the harder ſort of grain, as Wheat, Rye and Barley, a af 
or fail for the Fitches, and a rod or twig for the Cummin ;| 
all which inſtruments were . proportioned according to the' 
nature of the grain. | 


APPLICATION, | 


(32 having te do in a way of correRion with divers ſorts 
of offenders, doth not uſe the like ſeverity with then 
all, but proportions his correfion to their abilities and 
ſtrength, Jer, 3o. 4r, I will not make a full end of thee, 
but wall | correct thee in meaſure] and will not leave thee 
altogether unpuniſhed, (4. 4.) afflicted thou muſt be, my re- 
ſpect to my own glory and thy good , puts a jnecellity ups; 
on that; but yer 1 will do it moderately, I will not lay on 
without meaſure or mercy, as I intend todo npon the ene- 
mies; but will mete out your ſufferings in a due proportion, 
even as a careful Phyhician in preſcribing pills or potions to 
his Patients, hath regard as well to the ability of the Pa-/ 
tient, as to the nature and quality of the diſeaſe; even 0: 
thy God,O [/rae!, will not afflict thee according to the great- 
neſs of his power and his wrathzanſwerable thereunto, P/al. 
9G, 11. that would break thee to pieces, P/«l. 78. 38. Nor 
yet will he afflict thee according to the demerit of thy fir, 
As it ſhall be much leſs, than what I could inflict z ſo it ſhall 
be leſs than thine iniquities deſerve, Ezra g. 13: Neither 
my power, nor thy deſert, ſhall be the rule of my proceed- 
ings ; but I will do it with moderation and mercy, as thou 
art able to bear, I that have inſtructed the Husbandman to 
proportion his inſtruments tothe quality of the grain befor« 
him, wiil exerciſe the like wiſdom and mileneſs towarcs 
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thee. And the fimilitude betwixt the Huzdandmans threſh- 
ing his corn, and the Lords afflicting his people, ſtands in 
theſe particulars. 

The Husbandmans end in threſhing the corn, is to ſeparate r. 
it from the husks and cha#; and God's end in afflicting his 
people, is to ſeparate them from their fins, 1/4, 27. 9. In 
meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, he will debate with it, (4.e.) 
1e will moderately corre& them z and what the end of thoſe 
corre&ions are, the next words inform us ; By this therefore 
hall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this ts all the fruit t6 
take 4w4y bus ſin. God uſes affictions, 2s we uſe ſope, to 
cleanſe away filthineſs, and fetch out ſpots, Dan, 11. 35+ 
- —__ at the deſtruRion of their perſons, but of their 
[ults, 

If the Husbandman have cockle, darnel, or pernicious 2. 
tares before him in the floor among his corn, he little re- 
gards whether it be bruiſed and battered to pieces by the 
threſhold or no z *tis a worthleſs thing, and he ſpares 1t not. 
Such cockle and tares are the enemies of God;z and when 
theſe come under his flail, he ſtrikes them without mercy z 
for theſe, the Lord prepares a new ſharp threſhing inſtru- 
men', having teeth, which ſhall beat them to duſt, 7/4.41.15. 
The dangbter of Babylon « like 4 threſbing floor, "tis time to) 
:breſh ber, Jer. 51+ 33- And when that time is come, then| 
in alluGon to the beaſt, that was to tread out the corn) | 
| ions horn ſhall be of iron, and ber hoofs braſs, Mich. 4. 13+ 
'He ſmites not his people, according to tae ſtroke of them} 
[that ſmote them ; the meaning 15, his ſtrokes on them ſhall 
1c deadly firokes. They ſhewed no mercy to Sion, and God 
[vill ſhew no mercy to them. | 

When the hasks and chaff are perfeRtly ſeparated from oe 
tne grain, then the Husbandman beats it no more, When 
Gorl bath perfectly purged and ſeparated the fins of his peo- 
ple, then :flictions ſhall come to a perpetual end, he will 
never ſmite chem again ; there 1s no noiſe of the threſhung | 
initrument in heaven ; he. that beat them with his flaile on 
| earth, will putthem into his boſom in heaven, 

Though the Husbandman layes on, and beats his corn, ay 4+ 
Y | 
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[if he were angry with ic, yet he loves and highly prizes It; 
{1rd thongh God (trike and afflict his people, yet he ſets; 
1 great value upon them ; and it is equally avſurd to infer 
God's hatred to his people from his afflicting of them, as the; 
Hus>a:dmans hatred of his corn, becauſe he threſhes an 
5eats its Heb. 12, 6, Whom the Lord loveth be correttath, and 
chaſteneth every ſon whom be receiveth. 

Trough the Husbandman threſh and beat the corn, yet he 
vill not bruiſe or hurt it, if he can help it z though ſome re-; 
quire more and harder ſtrokes than others, yet none ſhall; 
have more than it can endure. And thongh the Lord afflid 
his ſervants, yet he will do them no hart, Fer. 25.6, Some! 
[need more rods than others, but none ſhall have more tj" 
they can bear z the Lord knoivs the meaſures and degree: 
of his ſervants faith and patience, and accordingly ſhall the; 
tryals be, P/al. 103, 13, 14. Like 4s 4 father pities bus chi/- 
dren, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him 1 " be knows thi 
Frames he remembers they are but duſt 5 he makes 4 way to eſcap: 
that they may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 20,13. This care and 
tenderneſs of God over his afff3&ed, is eminently diſcoverec 


in three particulars. | 

(1) Innot expoſing them to, till he have prepared them 
for their tryals, Luke 24+ 49. Tarry ye at Jeruſalem, anti! 1! 
be endued with poxer from on high, He gives them ſometimes 
eminent diſcoveries of his love — befores and 23 


2 preparative to their ſufferings z in the ſtrength whereof, 
they are carried through all. 

(2) Or if not ſo, then ne intermixeth ſupporting comfor! 
with their troubles, as you ſometimes ſee the Sun ſhine out, 
yhile the rain falls, *Twas ſo with Pan, Att: 27, 23. Thy 
night (and it was a ſad night indeed) there [ford by me the ny: 
\of the Lird, whoſe I am, X 

3. Intaking off the afflition, when they can hear it nc 
longer, n Cor, 10. 13, He makes a nay toeſcape, that thry m 
tbe able to bear it, Pſal, 125, 3, The rodis taken off, when # 
» rp is even ready to put forth bus hand to iniquity. 'T1s 

Jeviſh Proverb, When the bricks are doubled, then con 
Aoſes. And it is a Chriſtian experience, When the ſpirit 1: 


pa 
4 wow) 


. 
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ready to fail, then comes Jeſus 3 according to that promile, ! 
Iſa. $7.16. | 
.REFLECTIONS. | 

| 


I 


Ow unlike am I to God, in the afflicting of his people ? 
A Refle&ion 


The Lord is pitiful when he ſmites them, dr 1 nave 

been cruel. He 1s kind to them, when moſt ſevere z out the 
beſt of my kindnefles ro them, may fitly enouga »e called 
ſeverity. God ſmites them in love, I have ſmitten tacm 1m! 
hatred. Ah, what have I done ? God hath uſed me as hs} 
hand, F/al. 17. 14- or as his rod to atflict them, Jer. 10. 7.. 
| but his end and mine have jvidely differed in that action, 1/a. | 
(10.7, Iam but the $cullion, os rather the Wiſp to ſcour | 
and cleanſe theſe veſle!s of | glory, and when I have done that | 
dirty work, thoſe bright ſouls ſhall be ſet up in heaven, and | 
I caſt into the fire, If he ſhall have judgment without mer- | 
Cy, that ſhewed no mercy ; how canl expect mercy from the 
Lord, whoſe people I haye perſecuted mercileily for his 
lake? 
| Is the Lord's Wheat thus threſfied in the floor of afflicti- 2 
'0n? What then ſhall I think of my conditzon, Who proſper |A Refle&on 
and am let alone in the way of ſin? Surely the Lord looks on |'er fach 23 
ne as ona weed, andnot a5 his corn ; and 'tis too probable, 37a ”* 
that I am rather reſerved for burning, than threſhing. Some] 
there are whom God loves not ſo well as to ſpend a rod up- | 

on them, but ſaith, Lez thems alone, Hoſ. 4.17. but miſera- | 
'ole 15 their condition, notwithſtanding their impunity ; for | 

vnat 15 the interpretation but this? I wall come to a recx0n- | 
Ing with them for alcogether in hell. Lord, how much vet- | 
ter is thy affliting mercy, than thy ſparing ſeverity ! Better | 

13 the condition of an afflifted child, than of a rejected ba- 

ard, Heb. x2, 9, O, let me rather feel thy rod now, as the| 

rod of a loving father, than feel thy wrath hereafter, as the 

vratn of an omnipotent avenger. 

| Well then,deſpond not,O my ſoul ! thou heareſt the Hus- , ,, 5+. 
2andman loves his corn though he threſheth it ; and ſucely| 5, ng 4 
the Lord loves thee not the leſs, becauſe he atflits thee ſol Saine, , 

Y 2 mach. 
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for perſecurors. | 


| 
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(3) z SAW. 2.4, 
22, 


| 
(3) Va-a8.27. 


(3 Jlia-27.7,8. 


3 Jeuget 


$) Jer.390.11, 
| 


Hushandry ſpiritualized; Or, © 


WITS : Phat ns a PALEY a. 
much, If affliction then be the way to heaven, bleſſed be Gag! 
for affliction, The threſhing ſtrokes of God haye com? thick 
upon me, by which I may ſee, what a tongn and ſtubborn 
heart I have; if on? ſtroke would have done the work, he! 
would not have lifted up his hand the ſecond time, I have! 
not had a ſtroke more than had need of, 1 Per. 1, 6. and by! 
this means he will purge my fin, blefled be God for that. The 
damned have inFnicely more, and harder ſtrokes than I, and' 
yet their fin ſhall never be ſeparated by their ſufferings. Ah, 
ſin, curſed fin, 1 am ſo much out of love with thee, that I am 
willing to endure more thanall this to be well rid of thee ; 
all this I ſufter for thy ſake, but the time is coming when 1 
ſhall be rid of fin and ſaftering together, Mean while, I am; 
under my own fathers hand, ſmite me he may, but hate me. he, 
cannof, | 


Cs 


The Poem, 


E 


| He ſacred Records tell us, heretofore 

God hadan Altar ina (1) threſhing floor ; 
Where threſhing inſtruments devoted were 
Toſacred ſervice, ſo you find them here, 
I now would teach the threſher to beat forth, 
A notion from his threſhold much more worth 
Than all his corn ; and make him underſtand 
That ſoul-inſtructing engine in his hand, 
With fewer (2) ſtrokes, and lighter you will beat 
The Oats and Barley ; than the ſtabborn Wheat, 
Which will require, and endure more blows, 
Than freer grain, Thus deals (3) the Lord by thoſe 
Whom he afficts. He doth not uſe to {trike 
Offending children, with his rod alike, 
But on the (4) ableſt ſhoulders doth impoſe, 
The heavieſt burdensz and the (5) leſs on thoſe 


1 


j 


The beavenly aſe of earthly things, 


Of weaker grace, He ſheivs himſelf a God 
Of judgment, in his handling of the red. 
God hath a (6) rate-boox by him, waerem he 
Keeps juſt accounts, how rich his people be : 
What faith, experience, patience more or leſs 
Each one poſleſſeth, and doth them afleſs 
According to their ſtock.| Such as have not 
{A Martyrs fairb, ſhall haveno Martyrs lor, 
[The (7) kinds, degrees, and the continuance 

| Of all :heir ſufterings, to a circumſtance z 
[Preſcribed are by um who wiſely ſwayes 


The world, and (8) more than's right onno man layes, 


[Be man or devil the Apothecary, 
God's the Phyſician 3 who can then miſcarry 
Inſach a hand ? he never did, or will 
[Suffer the leaſt addition to his bill. 
[Nor meaſure, nor yet mercy he obſerves 
[In threſhing (9) Babylon, for ſhe deſerves 
' His heavieſt ſtrokes ; and in his loor ſhe mult 
Be beaten ſhortly with hisfail to duſt, 
But Sion's God 1n (1) meaſure will debate, 
His children he may (mite z but cannot hate. 
He beats them, true, to make their chaff to flye z 
That they like purged golden grains may lye 
In one fair heap, with thoſe bleſs'd ſouls that here 
Once in like manner thraſh'd, ard wvinnowed were» 


, 
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CHAP. XX. 


The Fan doth cauſe light chaff to fly away, 
So ſhall 1h' ungodly, in God's winnowing day, 
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OBSERVATION, 


V 


Hen the corn is threſhed out in the floor, 


where it lyes| mingled with empty ears, and 
worthleſs ' 


(6) Rev.3.2» 


(7) Rev.2.10, 


(8) Job3433- 


(9) Ia. 41.15, 


(1) 1a,29.7, 


nowing of 
corn. 


| 
| Ulpon the win- | 


| | 


| 
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 Husbandyy fpiritualized; Or, © 


worthleſs chaff, the husbandman carries it out altogether in-| 
to ſome open place, Where having ſpread his ſheet for the 
preſervation of the grain, he expoſes it all tothe wind ; the} 
200d grain, by reaſon of its ſolidity, remains upon the ſheet, 
jon the chaff being light and empty,1s partly carried quite 2. 
way by the wind, and all the reſt ſeparated from the good 
[grain into a dittin& heap, which is carried away, either to; 
the fire or the dunghil, as a worthleſs thing. | 


APPLICATION. | 


ME have their winnowing dayes, and God hath his ; | 
day to ſeparate the 'chatf from the wheat, the godly 
from the ungodly, who ſhall both be held up to the wine, 
but only the wicked ſhall be driven away by it. Such a day! 
God hath in this world, wherein he winnows his wheat, and| 
ſeparates the chaff, There is a double fanning or winnowing | 
of men here in this 'vorld z one 1s deftrinallyy in which ſenie 
I underſtand taat Scripture, Mat. 3, 12. ſpoken of Chrilt, 
when he was entring upon his Miniſterial work, 'His fan 
in his hand, and he ſhall throughly purge bis floor, and gather bis 
wheat into the garner, but he will burn up the chaff with unquench- 
able fire, Thepreaching of the Goſpel is as a fan in Chrills 
hand, and it is as Mitch as if Jobs had thus told the Fear, that 
though there were many hypocritical ones among them, that 
had now a place and name among the people of God, an? 
gloried in their Church-priviledges, yet there'is a purging 
blaſt of truth coming, which ſhall make them flye out of the 
Church, as faſt as chaft out of the floor, Thus Chriſt win-' 
nows or fansthe world doEtrinally : The other is jadicially, 
dy bringing ſore and grievous tryals and ſufterings upon the} 
Churches, for this very end, that thoſe which are but chaf}, | 
(i. e. ) empty and vain Profeſlors may by ſuch winds as theſe, 
| be ſeparated from his people. "7 

The Caurch increaſes tvo wayes, and by tyo divers | 
means, extenſively, 11 breadth and numbers, and inten/;vely, in / 
vigour and power z peace and proſperity cauſes the firil, 
lufterings and adverſity the lat s and well may a day of pec-! 
| ſecution| 


| The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
ſzcution be called a winno.ving-day, for then are th2 pzople; 
| of God tofſ:d to purpoſe, az corn in the fieve, though nothing 
but chaff be loſt thereby. Of ſach a winnowing day the Pro- 
'phet ſpeaks, eAmos g. g, 10. [ will fift the bouſe of Iſrael 
| among all Nations, like 4s corn is fifted in a fieue, yet ſhall not the 
leaſt grain fall wpon the earths, all the ſinners of my pe ole ſhall die 
(4. 4.) I will cauſe great agitations and toſlmngs among you 
|by the hands of the Aſſyrians and Babylonians, into whole 
; Conntreys you ſhall de diſperſt and ſcattered ; yetT will ſc 
zovern thoſe your diſperſions by my providence, that not one 
good grain, one upright ſoul ſhall eternally periſh ; but the 
hnners of my people, the refuſe ſtutt , that ſhall pe- 
ruth, 
| _To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks another Prophet, Zepv.1. 1,2. 
| Gachey your ſelwr5 rogetber, (or as ſome read) fan your ſelves, 
| yea, fan your ſelv2s, before the decree bring forto, and the da) 
paſs as the cbeff, He doth not mean, that the time ſhall pats as 
| the chaff, bue ther? is a day of affliction and diſtreſs coming, 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


jin which the wicked ſhall paſs as the chaff before the wind 3] 


and yet notwithſtanding, all theſe winnowings upon earth, 
much chaff will ſtill abide among the corn; therefore God 
lhath appointed another day for the innowing- of th2 world, 
[even the day of judgment, in reference to which it is ſaid, 
'Pſal. t. 4, 5» The ungodly are not fo, but aye like the chaff which 
the wind drives away ; therefore the nagedly (hall not ſtand in 
ndgment, nor ſinners in the congregation of the righteons ; (1,c.) 
| God hath a day wherein he will ift the world, like corn in a 
|feve, and then the wicked ſhall appear to be but chaft, 
| which God will eternally ſeparate from his wheat. I wall 
[not ſtrain the fimilitude, but fairly diſplay it in theſe ſeven 
' particulars, 

The chaft and wheat grow together in the Ame field, and 


| upon the ſame root and ſtalk. In this, wicked men are like| 


chaff, who not only affaciate with the people of God, dur 
| oftentimes ſpring up with them in the ſame families, and 
from the ſ:m2 root, or immediate parents, CAfal. x. 2. Ws: 
nt Eſan, Fac1bs brother > yet the one was wheat, the other 


= _ 


chaff, Inſtances of this are mhnite. 
| The 
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2+ 


The Husbandman would never endure the husks, chaff, and: 
ary ſtalks to remain in the field, if it were not for the good 
corns ſake 3 he would quickly ſet fire to it, but that the corn 
is among it, which he highly prizeth ; and be aflured, God 
would never ſafter the wicked to abide long in this world, 
were it not for his own ele& that are _—_— among 
them. Except the Lord had ſuch a remnant diſperſed in the 
world, he would quickly ſet fire to the four quarters, ard 
make it like Sodom, Iſa, I. 9. ; | 

The chaft is a very worthleſs thing, the Husbandman cares 
rot what becomes of it, and of as little worth are wicked 
men, Prov. 10, 20. The heart of the wicked « little worth. 
The heart 35 the principal part of the man, and yet that's but 
chaft, noworth in it 5 his lands, his cloaths, &c, are wort 
ſomewhat, but his heart is worth nothing. | 

Though chaft in itſelf be nothing worth, yet, it is of ſome 
aſe to the corn whiles *tis ſtanding in the field; the ſtalk 
bears up the ear, and the chaft coyers the'grain, and defends 
it from the injury of the weather. Thus God makes wicked 
men of uſe to his people, in outward ſociety ; they help to | 
ſupport and protetthem in this world, Rev. x2, 16, The 
earth helped the woman, (i. e,) worldly men for carnal end: 
helpt the Charch, when a floud of perſecution was poured 
out, The Church often helps the world, it receives many 
denefits from the people of God z and ſometimes God over- 
rules the world to help his Church, 

When the chaff and wheat are both brought forth and 
held up to the wind in one fieve, they fall two wayos; the 
wheat falls down upon the floor or ſheet, the chaft is carried 
quite away : So although for a time godly and ungodly abide 
together, yet, when this winnowing time comes, God: 
wheat ſhall be gathered into his garner in heaven, the ch: 
ſhall go the other way, ar. 3. 12. 

If there be any chaff among the corn,it will appear when 
itis ſifted in a windy day, at cannot poſſibly eicape it it 
be well winnoived ; much more impolſible it 1s for any 
wicked man to eſcape the critical ſearch of God irithat Cay ; 
the cloſeſt hypocrite ſhall then be detrefted, for God will 


JuUCcge 


[ 


" The beavenh uſe of earth things, 


judge the ſecrets of men, 3 Cor, 16. He will then bring to 
light che hidden things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the conn- 
els of the beart, 1 Cor. 4. 5+ 

Laſtly, after corn and chaff are ſeparated by the win- 
noving wind, they ſhall never lye together in one heap 
more. The wicked ſhall ſee Abrabaw, and 1ſaac, and Facrh, 
ind all the Prophets in the Kingdom of God, but themſelves 
thruſt out 3 there is no chaft in heaven. 


REFLECTIONS, 


- 

A an empty vain Profeſſor, that want the pith and 

ſubſtance of real godlineſs? then am I but chaff in 
Gods account, though I grow among his corn; the eye of 
man cannot diſcern my Typocride, but when he comes, 
whoſe fan is in his hand, then how pony wall it be detet- 
ed> Angels and menſhall diſcern it, ſay, Ln, this is the 
man that made not God his hope 5 how ſhall I abide the day of 
his coming? Chriſt is the great heart-Anatomiſt ; things 
ſhall not be carried then, by names and parties, as thty are 
now z every one ſhall be weighed in a juſt ballance, and a 
Mene Teke!, written upon every falſe heart z great will be 
the perſpicuity of that trial, ; my own conſcience ſhall joyn 
vith my judge, and ſhall then acknowledge, that there is not 
one drop of injuſtice in all that Sea of wrath; and though I 
am damned, yet I am not wronged ; the chaff cannot ſtand 
before the wind, nor I before the judgment of Chriſt, 

Is there ſach a fanning time coming? why donot1 then 
fift my heart every day, by ſerious ſelf-examination ? no 
'work more important to me, and yet hoiv much have I neg- 
'lefted it> O my ſoul 1 thau had(t been better imployed, umn 
ſearching thine own eſtate in reference to that day, than in 
prying finfully into the hearts, and cenſuring the conditions 
of other men z judge thy ſelf, and. thou ſhalt not be con- 
(demned with the word ; the work indeed is diflicult,but the 
negle& dangerous : were I within a fery days to ſtand at mans 
dar, there to be tryed for my life, how dufie ſhould I be 
every hour of the day in writing = any that I thoughe could 


| 
A Reflection 
for a cloſe Hy- 


pocrice, 


2. 
A RefleRion 
for one that 
negleQs ſelf. 
examination. 


__ befriend 


——— 


ſoul. 
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2. 
A Refle&ion 
for a fincere 


Thefriend me? and ſtudying every advantage to 1 my felt 3 and 
yet, what a vaſt difference 1s there betwixt mans bar and 
Gods ? betwixt a tryal for my life, and for my ſoul? Lord, 


rouze up My ſluggiſh heart by awful and ſolicitous thoughts 
of that day, leſt I bz found among that chaff, which hall be 
burnt up wath unquenchable fire ! 

Fear not, O my ſonl ! though there be a blaſt coming 
which ſhall drive all the chaft into hell, yet it ſhall bloxy 
thee no harm. I know that when be hath tryed me, 1 ſhall com: 
*irth as gold, Job 23. 10, I confeſs I have too much chaff 4- 
bout me, bur yet I am not algogether chaft ; there is a ſolid 
work of grace upon my ſonl, that will abide the tryal : let 


| 


| 
| 


the judgment to come be as impartial and exaRt as its poſſible| 
to be, yet a grain of ſincerity carmot be loſt in it ; tor Ged| 
will not caft away a perfelt (4. e.)) anupright hearted) man, Fol 


{ 8. 20, He that's appointed to judge the world is mine ; and| 


his imputed righteouſneſs will make me full weight an tie 
balance. Bleſs the Loxd (O = ſoul) for hncerity ; this will 
abide, when common gifts and empty names will flee as the 
chaff before the wind. | 


—_—_—c 


- The Poem. 


"He winnowing wind firſt (2) drives the chaff away, 
Next light, and ho!loiv grains ; thoſe only ſtay 
Whoſe weight, and ſolid ſubltance can endure 
This tryal, and ſuch grains are counted pure. 
The corn for uſe (2) is carefully preſerv'd, 
'The uſeleſs chaff (3) for burning flames reſery'd. 
No wind but blows ſome goods a Proverb is ; 
Glad ſhall T be, if it kold true in this. 
O; that the wind when you to winnowing go, 
This ſpiritual good unto your ſouls might blow } 
To make you pauſe, and ſadly ruminate 


| Jn what a doleful plight z and wretched ſtate 


— 
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Their ſouls are in, who cannot (4 ) hope to ſtand: 
When he ſhal! come, whoſe (5 ) fan is in his hand. 
His (6) piercing eyes infallibly diſcloſe, 
The very reins and (7) inward parts of thoſe 
Whoſe out-fide ſeeming grace (o neatly paints, 
That with the (8) beſt they paſs, for real Saints, 
No hypocrite with God ('9) acceptance finds, 
But like the chaff diſpers'd by furious winds : 
Their guilt ſhall not that ſearching day endure, 
Nor they approach (n) th'aſſemblies of the pure. 
Have you obſery*d in Autumny (2 ) thiſtle-down 
By howling Ears: ſcatter'd up and down 
| About the fields? evenſo Gods ireful ſtorm 

Shall chaſe the hypocrite, who now can ſcorn 

The breath of cloſe reproofs ; and like a rock 
Repel reproofs, and jo reprovers mock. 
How many that in (3 ) ſplendid garments wal: 
Of high profeſſions! and like Angels talk, 


Shall God deveſt z and openly proclaim 
Tieir ſecret guilt, to their eternal ſhame?! 
This is the day, wherein the Lord will rid 
His Church of thoſe falſe friends, which now lye hid 
Among his people, There will not be one 
| Falſe heart remain, to loſe our love npon. 
O, bleſs'd aſſembly 1 glerious ſtate ! when all 
| In their uprightneſs walk, and ever ſhall, 
| O make my heart fincere, that I may never 
Prove ſuch light chaff as then thy wind will ſever 
| From ſolid grain! Oletmy ſoul deteſt 
Unſoundneſs ; and abide thy ſtriRelt telt. 


1) Pfa.rs, 
(2) Iſa 19413. 


(3) Mar 258.7 


(4) Pla, 1.5. | 


e)Mar.3.12, 
6) Rev.yuz 4." 
(7) I a 


8) Mar 7-22. | 
(3) Job 136 | 
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An Introduction 


TO THE 


Second bs ART 
HUSBANDRY 


i Ow is it Reader ? have I tired thee? (with me. 
Whilſt through theſe -—7 fields thou walk'ft 


Our path was pleaſant, ut if length of way 
=== Do weary thee, we'l {lack our pace, and ſtay 

Let's fit a while, under the cooling ſhade 

Of fragrant Trees z Trees were for ſhadow made. 

Lo here a pleaſant grove, whoſe ſhade is good z 

But more than ſo, 'twill yield-us fruit for food. 

No dangerous fruits do on theſe branches grow, 

No ſnakes among the verdant graſs below, 

Here we'l repoſe a while, and then go view 

The Mleaſant herds and flocks : and fo adieu, 


Im  Hubandy ſpiriualized; Or, 


CHAP. 1. 


=” Ungrafſed Trees can never bear good frat, 
Fraic Trees. Nor we ill eraff td 0 4 better rooT. 


i 


—_ 
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OBSERVATION. 

[ 

A Wild Tree naturally ſpringing up in the woed or. 

hedge, and never grafit or remoyed from its native; 

ſoyl, may bear ſomefrmt; ard that Ezir kad beaatiful to _ 

exe; butat will give you no content at all in eativg, being 

alwayes harſh, ſower and unpleaſant to the taſte ; but if ſuch 

a ſtock be removed into a good ſoyl, and graffed with a bet- 

ter kind, R May become a good trec,and yuld Rore of choice 
and ple ant fruzt. | NY Th - Of BR 


APPLICATION, 


Nregenerate men who never were acquainted, with the 
| a myſtery of ſpiritual union with Feſus Chriſt, aur (bd 
grow upon their natural root, old:4d.w, may by the. force 
and power of natural In dring forth ſame- Fruit, 


(which like the wild hedge truit we ſpake of ) may indeed 
be fair and pleaſant to the eyes of men, but God takes no 
leaſure at all init ; it's ſower, harſh, and diſtaſteful to him, 

| ova it ſprings nor From'the ſpirit of 'Chrift, ſs. 1, 13+ 
I cannot away with it, it's imiquity, &c, but that I may not n-| 
targle the thred of my diſcouſe,''T ſhalt (a3 im the former 
Chapters) ſet before you 2 parallel berwixt rhe belt frnics of 
natural men, and theſe of 2 wild ungrafred tree. . | 
The root that bears this wild fryit is a degenerate roots| 
'and that's the cauſe of all this ſowerneſs and harſhneſs in the/ 
frait hers ; its the ſeed of ſome better Tree accidentally| 
; lown, or calt into ſome waſte and bad ſoyl, where not beiv?, 
manurcd! 


manared and ordered aright, it's turned wild : So all the 
fruits of unregenerate men flow from th2 firſt Adam, a 
corrupt and degenerate reot ; he was indeed planted a right 
\ſeed, but ſoon turned a wild and degenerate Plant z he b2- 


rapts all the fruit that any man bears from him, It's obſerved 
* Gregory, pertinent to my preſent purpoſe, Genus Duns anum 
in parente prime, vilmt inradice purruit ; Mankind was putri- 
fied in the root of nis firſt parent. dare 7. 18. A corrape tree 
cance bring forth good fruit. 
This corrupt root ſpoyls the fruit, by the tranſmiſſion of 
jits ſover and naughty into all the n—— and fruits 
=_ grow on them ; they ſagk no other nouriſhment, but 
what the root affords them, nd that being bad, ſpoyls all : 
for the ſame cauſe and reaſon, no meer natural or unregene- 
rate man can ever do one holy or acceptable ation, becauſe 
the corraption of the root is in all thoſe ations, The ne- 
{ceſſity of our drawing corruption into all our ations, from 
this curſed root eAdam, is exprefied by a quick and ſmart In- 
terrogation, Fob 14. 4. ho can bring 4 c/ean thing, ont of an 
unclean > not one. The ſenſe of it is well delivered us (by Mr. 
\Caryl in loc.) This queſtion (ſaith hz) may undergo a three- 
fold conſtruAion ; Firſt, thus: Who can bring a morally 
clean perſon, oat of a perſon originally unclean? and lo he 


ſpeaks to my purpoſe) it may refer to the ation of the ſame 
man, man being unclean, cannot oring forth a cleaa thing ; 
(4, e.) a clean or holy action ; that which is originated, 1s 
like its original. And that this ſower ſap of the ficſt ſtock 
(I mean Adams fin) is tranſtutted into all mankind, not only 
corrupting their fruit, but —_— withering all the 
dranckes ; the Apoſtle ſhews us in that excellent parallel be- 
twixtthe tio Adams, Rom. 5. 12+ Hhberefore 45 by one moan | 
one, not only in jndividev, ſed in ſpeciey one repreſenting the 
whole root or ſtock, /in entre into the World | not by imitation 
only, bat by propagation z and this brought death and ruin 
upon all the branches. 

Althongh theſe wild hedge fruits be unwholſom and un- 


ingthe root from which every man rmaturally ſprings, cor-|' 


layes his hand apon his birth-fin. Or, Secondly, ( which] 


» 
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, qu ro the ralte, mony ate fair and beautiful to the| 
eye 3 a man thatlooks upon them, and doth not know what 
fruitit is, would judge it by its ſhe and colour to be ex. 
cellent fruit z for it makesa fairer ſheiv oftentimes,than the 
; beſt and moſt wholſom fruit doth « Even ſs, thoſe natural 
' gifts and endoryments which ſome unregenerate perſons; 
| have, ſeem exceeding fair to the 2ye» and: a fruit tobe de-| 
fired. What excellent qualities have ſome meer natural men! 
and women? what.a winning affability > humble condeſcen- 
tion, meekneſs, righteouſneſs, ingenuots tenderneſs and 
lweetneſs of nature! As it was(hyperbolically enough) ſaid 
of one, 1» hoc bomzine, non peccavic Adam ; Adam never tinned] 
in this man; meaning,that he excelled the generality of Adem;| 
children in ſweetneſs of temper and natural endawments.] 
What curious phantafies, nimble wits, ſolid judgments, te-/ 
nacious memories, rare elocution, &c, are to be found 1. 
mong meer :natural men} by which they are aſſiſted in di(-| 
courting, praying, preaching and — to the admiration; 
of ſuch as knuw them ! But that which 1s highly eſteemed 
of men, is abomination to God, Luke 16,15. it finc's no! 
acceptance with him, becauſe it ſprings from that curſed: 
root of nature, and is not the produRtion of his &ivn Spirit, 
| IF ſuch aſtock were removed into a better ſoyl, and graf- 
fed with a'better- kind, it 'mightbring forth fruir, pleaſant 
ard grateful to the Husbagdman ; and if ſueh perſons( before 
deſcribed) were but regenerated and charged in their ſpirits 
| and principles, what excellent and aſeful perſons would they 
[de in the Church of God? and then their fruits world be 
ſect and acceptalle to him. One obſerves of Terru/ljan, 
GBrigen and Jerom, thatthey came into Canaan, Jaden wit! 
Egyptian gold, (i. e.) they came into the Church full of ex- 
cellent hamane learning, which did Chriſt much ſervice. 
When the Husbandman cats down his woods or hedges, 
he cuts doin theſe Crab-ſtocks with the reſt, decauſe he va-} 
I2es them not any more than-the thorns and brambles among, 
which they grow ; and as little will God regard or ſpare; 
theſe natural branches, how much ſoever they are laden wit: 
ſuch fruit. The threatning is univerſal, John 3+ 3, Except yn 
ff 
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'e regenerait and brrn again, you cannot enter into the hingdons of | 
terven. And agiin, Heb, 12, 14+ Without bolineſs, no man (be | 
his natural gifts never ſo excellent) ſhall ſce God. Imbelliſhed | 
nature, is nature ſtill; 7hat which ic born of the fleſh, « but | 
fleſh, however it b2 ſet off with advantage to the eye of 
nan, 


| 
REFLECTIONS. | 


O what purpoſe then do I glory m my natural accom- Ry. 
pliſhments? Though I have a better nature than (ome | go; an accom- 
| others have, yet it1s a curſed nature (till. Theſe ſreet qua- | pliſhed Naru- 
[lities and excellent gitts, do only hide, but not kill the cor- | lil, 
uption of nature, I am buta rotten poſt gilded over, and! 

|l my duties dut hedge frujt, which God makesno account! 

of, O cutting thought! that the unlearned ſhall riſe and 
[take heaven, When I with all my excellent gifts ſhall de- 

ſcend into hell. Heaven was not made for Scholars, as ſaci, | 
[bat for believers ; as one ſaid, when they comforted him up-| 
on his death-bed, that hz was a knowing man, a Doftor of Di. 


vinity.: O, ſid he, 1 ſhall not appear before God as a Duttor, 
Dutas a man z I ſhall ſtand upon a level with the moſt illi-; 
[terate, in the day of jadgment ; what doth it avail me that 


[ 


[ have a nimble wit, whilſt I have none to do my ſelf good? 
Will my Judge be charm'd witha rhetorical tongue? 1 hings 
vill not be carried in that world, as they are in this, If I, 
coald with Berengarins diſcourſe de eamni ſcibile, of every thing 1 
[that is knowable ; or with So/omen unravel nature, from the 
|Cedar to the Hy/ope, what would this advantage megas long «s 
I am ignorant of {triſt, and the myſtery of Regeneration ? 
| My head hath often aked with ſtudy, dur when did my heart 
| ake for fin? Methinks, O my ſoul, tnou trimmeſt up thy 
ſelf in theſ: natural ornaments to appear before God, mucin 
as that delicate Agao did, when he wvasto come defure Sa- ' 
meel, and fondly conceiteſt thar theſe taings will procure 
fxvour or (at leaſt) pity from mim 3 but yet, think not for | 
all that, che bitterneſs of death is paſt ; ſay not within thy ſelf, 
Will God calt ſuch a one asT into nell> Shall a man of fach; 
A a _ __ 
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[parts be damned? Alas ! jultice will he thee to Pieces, 3s 
| Samwel did that ſpruce King, and not abate thee the leaſt, for 
theſe things ; many thouſand branches of nature, as fair and! 
| fruitful as thy ſelf, are no'y blazing in hell, becauſe nor tran\.. 
| | planted by regeneration into Chriſt ; and if he ſpared no-/ 
| e3em, neither will he ſpare thee. | 
| WO | TIamapoordeſpiſed Shrub, which have no betty at all 
A ReficQion in me, and yet ſuch a on? hath the Lord choſen to tranſplant 
poet hg | into Chriſt, whillt heleft many fragrant branches ſtanding on | 
| their native ſtock, to be f:el of his wrath to all eternity! © 
' grace | for ever to be admired} Ah, what cauſe have I to be 
| thankful ro free grace, and for ever to walk humbly with my 
| God; the Lord hith therefore choſen an unlikely, rugged, 
| unpolliſht creature as 1 am, that pride may for ever be hi 
from mine eyes, and that I may nzver glory in his preſerce, 
x Cor, 1. 29, I now have the advantage of a better root anc 
ſoyl thin any carnal perſon hath, it will therefore be a great- 
er ſhame to me, and a reproach to the root that bears me, 
if I ſhould ve outſtript and excelled by them z yet Lord, 
how often do I find it ſo? I ſee ſome of them meek and pa-! 
tient, whilſt I am proud and paſſionate z gentle and affable, 
whil(t I am rough and ſarly ; generous and noble, whilſt 1 am; 
baſe and penurious, Truly, ſach a branch as I am, is no ho- 
[nour to the root that bears it. 


| 


The Poem. 


L | 


| 'F Ama branch of that fair Eden Tre? 
l | & Which to (1) mankind God had ordain'd to be 
1) x Cor. 15. iſ 
45. | The common ſtock, his (2) {cituation good, 
mag [His (3) branches many, of himſelf a wood, 
3) Deut.32.8.) Andlike a Cedar by the River fed, 
Unto the clouds his ample branches ſpread. 
4) Rom.$.x2, |Sn ſmote (4 ) his root, then juſtice cut him down : 
And leve'ld with the earth his lofty Crown, 
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' But like (6) dry faggats to be Bound and burn'd. 
| ?t had deen(ſo, had not (7) tranſcendent love, 
| Which in a ſphear above our thoughts doth move 
| Prepar'd a better (3) ſtock, to ſave and nouriſh 
| Trarſplanted twigs, hich in him thrive and flouriſh, 
In Adam all are (9)curs'd, no ſaving fruit 
| Shall ever ſpring, from that fin di>ited root, 
Yea all hs anne that in hym are found, 

Hoy (1) flouriſhing ſoever muſt be bound 

And pil'd together, horrid news to tell ! 
To make an everlaſting blaze in hell. 
God takesno pleaſure in the ſrveeteſt bud 
Diſclos'd by nature, for the root's not good. 
Some (2 ) boughs indeed richly adorned are 

With natural truits, which to the eye are fair, 
Rare ( 3) Gifts, ſweet diſpoſitions, which attra&ts 
The love of thouſands, and from moſt exacts 
Honour, and admiration. You'l admire 
| That ſach as theſe, are fewel for the fire, 

Indeed ten thouſand pities 'tis to ſee 
Sach lovely creatures in this caſe ts he, 
Did they by true Regeneration dra'v 
[The lap of life from Feſſes root, (4) the Law 

By which they norv to wrath condemned are 


: 


| But out of him, there's none of theſe can move 
His unrelenting heart, or draw his love- 

Then cut me off, from this accurſed Tree ; 

Lelt I for ever be cut off from thee. 


hat hope of branches, when the (5 )tree's o'return'd? 


| Would ceaſe to curſe, and God ſuch buds would ipare, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


(3)Heb.6. 4,5- 


| 


4 


(2) Mark 10, 
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ACy, Rom.5.18.! 
| 6) Joh.15.6, 
| (7)Joh.z.16, 


(8) 4 Cor. ne. 


| (9) Gal. 3-10, 


' 
'(1) Heb.12.t4] 
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Upon the union 
of the graff 
with the ſock, 


| 


{ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


| 
| 


CHAP. Il 


When ere you bud or graft, therein you ſee x 
Hom Chriſt, and ſouls muſt here united be, 
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OBSERVATION. 


V Hen the Husbandman hath prepared kis grafts in tie 

ſeaſon of the year, he carries them, with the tools 
that areneceſſaryſor that work,to the tree or ſtock he intends 
to ingraft ; and having cur off the top of the limb, in ſome 
ſtraight ſmooth part, he cleaves it with his knife or chiſlel 
little dehide the pith ; knocks in his wedge to keep it open, 


| then(having prepared the graff, he carefully ſets it into the 
cleft, joyrang the inner fide of the barks, of graft and ſtock 
| together (there being the maincurrent of the ſap) then pulls 
| out his wedge, binds both together (as in barking) and clayes 
it up, to defend the tender graft and wounded ſtock, from 


the injuries of the Sun and rain, : 
Thele tender cyences quickly take hold of the ſtock, and 


| having immediate coalition with it, drink in its ſap, concott 


{it into their own nouriſhment, thrive better, and bear more 


and better fruits than ever they would have done upon their 
natural root z yen, the ſmall2{t bud, being carefully inoccu- 
lated and bound cloſe tothe ſtock, will in ſhort rime v2- 
come a flouriſhing and fruitfal limb. 


APPLICATION, 


=T carries a molt ſveet and lively reſemblance, of th? 
ſouls union with Chriſt by faith; and indeed there 


15 nothing innature that ſhadows forth this great Goſpel-my- 
{tery like it : 'Tis a thouſand pities, that any who are 1m- 
ployed adout, or are but ſpeRators of {uch an a&tion, Mould 
rermmate their thoughts (as too many do} in that n-tural 


_ w—_—_ojet, 


| 


"Y upon it, ſo do theſe, x fobn, 2. 1 9- 
boxs makes all the convenient ſpeed he can to cloſe them 


no good by remaining as they are. And truly'it concerns the 


— 
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tations, Which it ſo fairly ofters them, 


firſt cut off by a keen knife from the Tree on which it natu- 
rally greiv. 

And when the Lord intends to graft a foul into Chriſt, the 
firſt work about it is cutting work, Att: 2. 37. their hearts 
verecut by conviction and deep compunction ; no cyence is 
'ingrafted without cutting, no ſou! united with Chrilt with- 
' out a cutting ſenſe of fin and miſery, Fobn 16. 8, 9. 
| When the tendey ſhoot is cut off from the Tree, there are 


(ordinarily) many more left behind upon the ſame Tree, as 
promiſing and vigorous as that which 1s taken z dut it pleaſ- | 


eth the Husdandman to Chuſe this, and l2ave them, 

Even ſo it is inth2 removing or tranſplanting of a ſol by 
converſion , it leaves many d2hind it in the ſtate of nature, 
as likely and promiſing as it ſelf ; but ſo it pleaſeth God to 
take this ſoul, and leave many others; yea, often ſuch as grew 
upon the ſame root: I mean, the immediate parent, Mal, 


1. 2. #4; not Eſw, Jacod's bruther (ſaith the Lird) yet T loved! 
| Jacob, and I batrd Eſau. | 


critical ſeaſon with them; if thzy lye too long before they 
are ingrafted, or tale: not with the ltock, they dye, and are 
never more to be recovered; they may ſtand in the ſtock a 
{while, but are no part of the Tree, 


object, and not raiſe up their hearts to theſe heavenl y medi- 


When a twig is to be ingrafed, or a bud inocculated, it's 


. . # #* . 
| Whenthe grafts are cut cf, in order to this work, *tis a| 


| So when ſouls are under a work of conviction, 1t 1s a Cri- 
[tical time with them; many a one have I known then to 
{miſcarry, and never recovered again z they have indeed for | 
a time (lood like dead graffs inthe ſtock, by an external dzad | 
hearted profeſſion, but never.came to any thing z and as 
(ſuch'dead grafts, either fall off from the ſtock, or monlder 


The Hasbandman when he hath cat off graffs, or tender 


withthe ſtocks the ſooner that's done, the better z they get 


ſervants of the Lord, who are imployed in this work, of| 


ingrafting 


182 


- | of the ſtock, 


bud can b2 inocculated, or the ſtock muſt be cut and cleaved, 
| before the cyence can be ingrafied according to thatin the! 
Poet. Venerit inftio, fac ravam ramus adopter, (1. C,) | 
To grafts, no living ſap the ſtocks 1mpart ; | 
Unleſs you wound, and cut them neer the heart. {| 

Such an jncithon or wound, was made upon Criſt, in or- 
der toour ingraffing into him, John 19. 34. the opening of 
that deadly wound gives life to the ſouls of believers. 

The graff is intimately united, and clofsly conjoyned with: 
the ftock, the conjunRtion is ſo cloſs, that they become one! 
Tree. 

There is alſo a moſt cloſs and intimate unjon betivixt 
Chriſt, and the ſoul that believeth in him. It is emphatical- 
ly expreſſed by the Apoſtle, x Cor, 6. 17, He that # joyned 
'ro the Lord, i; one ſpirit, The word imports, the neareſt, cloſs- 
elt and ſtrifteſt union. Chrift and the ſoul cleave together in 
a bleſſed oneneſs, as thoſe things do that are glned one to 
another ; ſo that, look as the graft is really inthe ſtock, and 
the ſpirit or ſap of the ſtock is really inthe graff, ſo a de-| 
liever 1 really (though myſtically) in Chriſt ; and the Spirit 
of Chriſt is really communicated to a believer. 1 live, ſaith 
Pan!, yes not 1, bat Chrift liveth in me, Gal. 2.20. He that datl-| 
| leh in love, dnelleth in God, and God in him, 1 Joh- 4. 16. | 
| Grafts are bound to the ſtock, by bonds made of hay or' 
flags ; theſe keep it ſteddy, elſe the wind would looſe it ont 


| 


The believing ſoul is alſo faſtened to Chriſt, by bands 
which will ſecure it from all danger of being looſed off from| 
' him any more, There are two bonds of this union ; the Spi- 


; rit on God's part, this is the firm bond of union, without 
I 


wich 


_ _— 4 — 


which we could never be made one with Chriſt, Row, 8. 9, 
'lf any man have not the Spizit of Chriſt, he is none of bus 5, and 
' ith on our part, Eph. 3. 17, That Chriſt miy dwell in your 
\pearts by faith, Theſe hold ſtrongly. 

| Though tre ſtock be one and the ſame, yet all grate do 
,not thr1ve and flouriſh alixe id it, ſome out-grow the relt ; 
[#nd thoſe that groiv not ſo well as the others do, the fai:lt is 
/inthem, and not in the ſtock : So it :s with ſouls really uni-! 
[ted toChrift; all do not flouriſh alike in him, the faith of j 
{ome grows exceedingly, 2 The/, 1. 3. the things th1t be in 0- 
;therz are ready to dye, Rev. 3, 3. and ſuch ſouls mult charge 
[the fault upon themſelves, Chrift ſends up IWing ſap enough 
[nct only to make all that are in him living, bar fruitful 


| 
[— 
| 


ances. 


| REFLECTIONS, 


| S it ſo indeed betwixt Chrift and my ſoul, as it 15 betwixt| 

the ingraffed cyence and the ſtock? what honour and} 
glory then hath Chriſt conferred upon me, a poor nnvorthy 
[Creature ? What ! to be made one with him, to be a living | 
|dranch of him, to be joyned thus to thz Lord, On! what a! 
| preferment is this ! it is but a little whilz ſirc2 I was a wild; 
and curſed plant, gro-ving in the wilderneſs amonglt tazm | 
thzt ſhall ſhortly be cut do:vn and faggoted up for ne!l, for 
meto be taken from amongſt them, and planted into Chriſt, 
O my ſoul 1 fall down and kiſs the feet of free grace, that 
moved ſo freely towards ſo vile a creature | the dignities and 
nonours of the Kings and Nobles of the earth, are nothing 
tomine z *twas truly confeſſed by one of them, that it is a 
oreater honour to be a member of Chriſt, than the head o- 
| an Empire. Do I ſay, a greater honour than is put upen the 
Kings of the earth 2 1 might have ſaid, it's a greater honour 
than is put upon the Angels of heaven ; for to which of them 
ſaid Chrilt at any time, thou art bone of my bone, and fleſh 
of my fleſh ? Behold ! what menner of love is this) 2 Joh. 3-1, 

Look again upon the ingraffed cyences, O my foul ! and 


thou ſhalt find, that when once they have taken hold of the 
| ſtock, 
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| {ock, they live as long as there is any lap inthe root ; and 
| becauſe he liveth, I ſhall live alſo, for my life 1s hid with 
| Chriſt in God, Col. 3. 3. The graft is preſerved in th2 flock, 
and my ſoul is even ſo, preſerved in'Chriſt Feſws, Jud, r, | 
Am I joyned to the Lord as a myſtical part, or branch of 
him ; how dearart thou then, O my ſonl, to the God and fa-; 
| ther of my.Lord Jeſus Chriſt * What 1 a branch of his cear 
Son 1. What can God with-hold from one ſo ingratiated?! 
Fph,1.6. All your: (ſaith my God) fir ye are Chriſti, and 
| Chriſt 1: Gods, 1 Cor. 3+ 33, 
| Once more, draiv matter of inſtruction, as well as con. 
| fort from this ſyeet obſervation. Secing God hath pur all 
| this honoug upon thee, by this moſt intimate union With dis 
| Chriſt, look to it (my ſoul) that thou live and walk as de- 
| comes a ſoul, thus one with the Lord 3 be thou tender over 
| his glory, doth not that which ſtrikes at the root, ſtrike at the 
| very life of the graff? and ſhall not that which ſtrikes at th: 
very glory of Criſt, tenderly touch and aftect thee ? yea, be 
| thou tenderly affected with all the reproaches that fall upon 
him from abroad, but eſpecially with thoſe which redourd 
to him from thine own unfruitfulneſs. O, diſgrace not the 
root that bears thee ; let it never be ſaid, that any evil fruit 
ſhall be foutrd apon a brarch that lives and is fed by ſucha 
r00t. 


The Poem. 


H what conſidering ſerious man can ſee 
The cloſe conjunction of the gratfand tree ; 
And whilſt he contemplates he doth not find, 
This meditation grafted cn his mind? 


| 
| 
| 
/ Laos | I am the (nx) branch, and Chriſt the vine 
CONN | thy gracious hand did plack 
(2)Rom-nt. | Me from that native (2) ſtock of mine, 
| hf thatI his ſap might ſuck. 


—— 
| —_— O—— — 


| The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 16 


The bloudy (3) ſpear did in his heart (3)Joh.19-34 
a deep 11ciſhon make, 

Tngo_ tome he might impart, 
and I thereof partake, 


The ſpirit (4) and faith js that firm band, (4)Rom. 8.9. 
which binds us. faſt together ; Epn.3-17. 

Thas we are claſped (5) in hand ; (5)Canr.3.16, 
and (6) nothing us can ſeyer, (6)Rom, 8.35. 


Bleſs'd be that hand which did remove, 
me from my native place, 

This was the (7 ) wonder of thy loye ; (7): Job.z.1, 
the triumph of thy grace, 


That I a wild ($) and curſed plant, (8)Rom. 11,17 


ſho'ld thus preferred he ; 
Who all thoſe (g) ornamentsdo want 
thou may'ſt in others ſee. 


(9) Mar.11.25 


As long as e're the root doth live, 
the branches are not dry 

Whilſt Chriſt hath grace, and life to give 3 
my ſoul can neyer ( 1) dye. 


(1)Jeh.14.19 


O bleſſed Saviour ! never could 
a graf cleave to the tree, 

More (2) cloſs than thy poor creature would 
united be rvith thee. 


(3) Canc. 8.6, 


| My ſoul, diſhonour not thy root, 

| *txillbe a ſhamefor thee; 

| To wantthe choiceſt ſorts of fruit, 
and yet thus graffed (3) be. 


OC —— — 


ts et tat. 


{Thus you may ſhake from grafts before they bldw, 


| More precious fruit than e*re on w_ did grow. 
| B 


— 


C HAD. 


lem 


"nm the ga- ; When Trees 474 fbak'd, but little fruit remains, 


whcring in of | | 
fruits in Au- | Fuſt ſuch a remnant ta the Lora pertains, 


TUM. 


| _ 


| OBSERVATION, | 

| 

| Tisa pleaſant fight in Autumn, . to ſee the fruitful Yran-| 

ch:s hanging fall of cluſters, which weigh the bonghs to 
the ground. 


' 


eAlſpice curvatos pom:7 um pandere rams 
Ut ſua quad peperit vix ferar arbor on. | 
Wiich I may thus Engliſhs | 
| 
| 


O What a pleaſant fight it is to ſec, 
The fruitful cluſters bowing down the tree, 


But theſe laden branches are ſoon eaſed of their burden, 
for as ſoon as they are ripe,the Husbandman aſcends the tree, 
and ſhaking the limbs with all his might, cauſes a fruitful 
ſhower to fall like hailſtones upon the ground below, which! 
deing gather'd to a heap, are carried to the pound, broken 
all to pieces in the trough, and ſqueez'd to a dry lump in th: 
preſs, whence all their juice and moiſture runs into the Fat, 
How fer eſcape this Fat, of all thoſe multitudes that grew 
in the Orchard? If you now look upon the Trees, you may! 
poſſibly ſee here one, and there another, tivo or three upon 
the outmoſt branches; but nothing in compariſon to the; 
vaſt numbers that are thus uſed, | 


APPLICATION. 


Tz fmall remains of fruit, which are either left npon, 
the tree, or gather'd in for an hoard, do well reſemble 
t ſmall number of Gods ele& in the world, which fre*: 


grace! 


IT 


| 


| grace hath reſerved out of the general ruin of mankind, 


| Four things are excellently ſhadowed forth to us by this ſi- 


| militude, 


You ſee in a fruitful Autumn, the trees even oppreſt and 


| overladen with the weight cf their own fruits 5efore the 
| ſhaking time come, and then they are eaſedof their burder. 


| Thus, the whole creation groans under the weight of theic. 
| tins who inhabit it, Kone. 8, 23. the creaturesare in bondage, 
| and by an elegant Froſopopeia, are ſaid, both to groan and 


wait for deliverance. The original fin of man brougit an 
| original curſe, which burdens the creature, Gen, 3.27-©arſed | 
| the ground for thy ſake ; and the actual fin of man brings | 
; atual curſes upon the creature, P/al. 107. 34, Thus the in- | 
| habitants of the world load and burden it, as the limbs of a; 
tree are burdened, and ſometimes droken with the weight of 
' their ovn fruit. | 
| You may obſerve it in your Orchards every year, what| 
2hundance of fruits daily fall, either by ſtorms, or of their | 
'oynaccordz but when the ſhaking time comes, then the | 
oround is covered all over with fruit. Thus it is with the 
| world, that myſtical tree, with reſpec to men, that inhibit| 
it; there is nota year, day or hour, in which ſome drop not, i 
as1t were, of their own accord by a natural death; and ſome- 
times wars, and Epidemical plagues bloiy down thouſands to- 
| oether into their graves z theſe are as high winds in a fruitlul 
Orchard, bur when the ſhaking time, the Autumn of th2; 
| yorld comes, then all its inhabitants ſhall be ſhaken down 
| together, either by dzath, or a tranſlation equivolent there-| 
[unt9, 

When fruits are ſhaken down from their trees, then the | 
| Hnzhandman ſeparates them ; the far greateſt part for the 
pound, and ſome ferv he reſerves for an hoard, which are} 
drought to his table, and eaten with pleaſure. This excel. | 
lently ſhadows forth that great ſeparation, which Chrilt will! 
make in the end of the world z when ſome ſhall be calt into 
[the wine-preſs of the Almigttics wrath, and others preſeryed, 
for glory. Y 
' Thoſe fruits which are preſerved on the tree, or in the | 
| Bb 2 . hoard, 
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r88 Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 

heard, arecomparatively but an handful to thoſe that are 
bDrckeainthe pound, Alas! 'tis ſcarce one of a thouſand, 
and ſach a ſmall remnant of el.&ed ſouls hath God re- 
ſe: ved for glory, 
| IHokuponthe world as a great trze, conſiſting of four 
Harge limbs or branchesz this brarch or divihen cf it cn 
which we gro-v, hath doubtleſs a greater namber of God; 
[el<& upecn it, than the cther three z and yet when I Took with 
'a ſerious and conlidering eye upon this fruitful Zar-pean 
bra;ch, and ſee how much rotten and withered fruit there 
' grovs upon it, it makes me ſay as Chry/iſtom did of his po- 
'; ulous Artiechy Ah, how ſmall a remnant hath Jeſus Cor 
among theſe vaſt numbers-) Adany indeed are called, but, ah, 
(how few are choſen | Mat. 20. 16, Alas! they are but a3 
the gleanirgs when the vintage is done z here and there one 
;ux on its outmolt branches, T © allvde to that, {ſ-, 17, 6. it 
'was a ſad Obſervaticn which that ſearching Scholar (Mr, 
Brierocd)- long ſ.nce made upon the world, trat dividing it 
into thirty equal parts;he found no leſs than nineteen cf them 
' wholly overipread with Idolatry and Heatheniſh darkneſs; 
'ard of the eleven remaining parts, noleſs than fix are M- 
{um:tans; ſo that there remain but five of thirty Which pro-, 
feſsthe Chriſtian Religion at large ; and the far greater part 
{ of. theſe remaining five, are invellop'd and drowned in Po-, 
|piſh darkneſs; ſo that you ſeethe reformed Proteftant Reli- 
| gion 13 confined to a ſmail ſpot of ground indeed. Noyy, if 
from theſe we ſubſtract all the grolsly ignorant, openly pro- 
fane, meerly civil, and ſecretly hypocritical z judge then in; 
!your ſelves, how ſmall a ſcantling of the world falls to. 
Chriſts ſhare ! | 

Well might Chrift ay, at, 7,14. Norrow is the pay, 
and flrait is the gate, that leadeth wo life, and few there be that 
find it. And again, Luke 12.32, Far netylittley little flick, The: 
large piece goes to the devil, a little remnant is Chrilts, 
Rem, g. 27. Saints in Scripture are called jezels, Mal. 3-17.! 
precious pearls and diamonds, . which the Latines call Vni-| 
ones Quia nulli duo ſimewl reperiuntur (ſaith Pliny) becauſe na-! 
ture gives them not by pairs, but one by one. How. many! 

pebbles! 
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pebbles to one pearl ? Sitable to this notion, is that com- 
plaint of the Prophet, Mich. 7.1,2. Ws ts me, fir] amas 
then they have gubered the Summer ſraits, 4: the graje gleanings 
if the vintage, ihere is no cluſter to ext y my ſoul defired he firſt 
rip: {ruit: ; rhe g:d 2148 it periſhed out of the earth, and there # 
pe (i, e. none comparatively ) upright 4mng men, The Pro- 
zber alludes to 2 poor angry man, that after the gathering 
tim? is palt, comes into an Orchard defiring ſome choice 
fruits to eat, bat alas! he finds none z there is no cluſter 

[-olibly here and there a fingle Saint, like a lingle apple, here 
[1nd there one after the ſhaking time. True Saints are the 
| yorlds rarities. 


| REFLECTIONS, 


V Hat then will de my lot, when that great ſhaking 
time ſhall come, who have followed the multitade, 
nd gene with the tyde of the rvorld > hoiv even when I have 
Yen preſſed to (triftneſs and fingular diligence inthe mat- 
ters of ſalvation, and told what a narroiv way the way of 
life is, have T put it off with this; If it be fo, then wo tc 
thonſands. Ah, fooliſh heart } thouſands and ten thouſand: 
hall be woful and miſerable indeed, to all eternity. Will i 
Y any mitigation to ny miſety, rhae I ſhall hive thouſand: 
of miſerable companions with me in hell? or will it be ad- 
nitted for a good plea at the Judgment-ſeat, Lord, I did as 
the generality of my neighbours in the world did ; except 
itvere here and there a more preciſe perſon, I ſary none, 
[ut lived as I lived, Ah, fooliſh inner ! Is it not better gc 
to heaven alone, than to hell wvith. company ? the woeſt cour- 
(ſes, have alwayes the moſt imicatorsy .and the road to deſtru- 
|Qion is thronged with paſſengers," 
| And hor litele better is my condition ? who have ofter, 
fathered the wickedneſs of my o:vn heart, upon the 3ncou- 
ragements of mercy. Thas hath my heart plead:d againſt 
| ſtrineſs and duty, God is a merciful God, and will not be 
fo ſevere with the world todamn ſo many thouſands as are in 
| mpcondition 3 Deluded ſoul, if God had damned the whole 
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qrace of Ad-m, he had done them no wrong z yea, there i; 


(1) Iſa.17.6. 


more mercy in ſaving but one man, than there is of ſeverity; 
and rigour 1n damning all : how many drunkards and adulte- 
rers have lived and dyed with thy plea in their mouths> Ged 
* 4 merciful G:d z but yet his word expreſly ſaith, Be uct de- 
ceived, ſuch ſhall nit inheric te kingdom of God, x Cor, 6. 9, 
God indeed, is a God of infinite mercy z but he will never 
exerciſe his mercy to the prejudice of his truth, 

O, what rich grace is here ! that ina general Shipryrack 
mercy ſhould calt forth a line or plank toſave me ! that when 
millions periſh, I with a fey more ſhould eſcape that Per- 
dition. Was it the fathers good pleaſure to beſloy the king- 
dom upon a little flock, and to make me one of that num- 
ber? What ſingular obligations hath mercy put upon my 
ſoul 1 the fewer are ſaved, the more'cauſe have the that a:e, 
to admire their Saviour { If but one of a thouſand had been! 
damned, yet my ſ1Ivation would have been an a& of inf-; 
nite grace ; but when ſcarce one of a thouſand are ſaved, 
what ſhall I call that grace, that calt my lot among them ! 


— 


| 
"þ | 
The Poem. 


E that with ſpiritual eyes in Autumn ſees 

The heaps of fruit which fall from ſhaken trees, 
Like ſtorms of hailſtones ; and can hardly find 
One of a thouſand that remains behind. 
Methinks this Meditation ſhoald awake 
His ſoul, and make it like thoſe trees to ſhake. 
Of all the cluſters which fo lately grew 
Upon theſe trees, how few can they now ſheiv ? 
Here one ( 1 ) and there another ; tiyo or three 
__-_ the outmoſt branches of the tree. 
The greateſt numbers to the pound are born, 
Squeez'd inthe trough ; 'and all to pieces torn : hag 


_ 
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"This little hindfut's left, to ſhadow forth 
To me Gods (2 ) remnant in this peopl'd earth, 
If o're the whole terreſtrial globe I look, 
The Goſpel vifits bat (3) a little nook. 
The re{t with horrid (4) darkneſs overſpread, 
Are faſt allcep ; yea, mn tranſgreſſions dead, 
Whole droves to hell, the devil daily drives 3 
Not one amonelt them once ($5) retiſts or ſtrives, 
And inthis little heaven-inlightned ſpot, 
Hoy vaſt an intereſt hath Satan got? 
But fery of holineſs profethon make, 
And if from thoſe that do profeſs I rake 
The felf-deluding hypocrites, I fear 
To think how few (6 ) remain that are fincere. 

-  Otax not mercy that it ſaves ſo few, 

| Butrather wonder that the Lord ſhonld ſhe 

| Mercy toany 3 (7) quarrel not with grace, 

{ But for thy ſelf Gods gracious terms embrace. 

| Whenall were($8) Shipwrackt,thon ſhouldſt wonder more 

| Tofind thy ſelf ſo ſtrangely calt aſhore 

And there to meet with any that can tell 

How narrowly they alſo (9) ſcap'd from hell. 

The ſmaller numbers mercy ſaves, the higher 

Ingigements lye on thee (x) ſtill toadmure, 

Had the whole ſpecie: periſh'd in their fin, 

And not one individual ſaved bin ; 

Yet every ( 3) tongue before him mult be mute, 

Confeſs his righteouſneſs 3 but not diſpute, 

Or had the hand of mercy which is (3) free 

Taken another, and paſs'd over me; 

I (till muſt juſtifie him, and my tongue 

Confeſs my maker had done me no wrong. 

Batif my (4) name he pleaſe to let meſee 

Enroll'd among thoſe few that ſaved be, 

What admiration ſhould ſuch mercy move ! 

What thanks, and (5) praiſe, and everlaſting love ! 


CHAP. 
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(3)1iJoh 5.19, 
| © Plat 147.25, 
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(7) Rom g.10. | 
| 


| 


| (3)Rom. 5.19 | 


(5)) Tim.n.25S: 


C1)Joh,1 4 22+ | 


(3)Rom. 9.18. | 


| (4)Heb.xa.99. 


(5)Rev. 1.526, | 


(2) Rom.g.29- 


(4) Vſa.94-16. | 
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(6)Mar.7.14. | 
| 
| 
(8) Rem.5,26 
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CHAP. IV. 


Dead barren Trees you for the fire prepare, 
Is ſuch a caſe, all fruitleſs perſons are. 


OBSERVATION, 


Frer many years patience, in the uſe of all m2ansto 
recover a fruit Tree, if the Husdandman ſee it be; 
quite dead, and that there can bz no more expeRation of any 
fruit ſrom it, he brings his ax and hews it down by the root;. 
and from the Orchard its carried to the fire, it b2ing th:n| 
fit for nothing elſe 3 h2 reckons it imprudent to let ſuch a 
uſeleſs tree abide in good ground, where another might de 
planted in its room, that will better pay for the ground it 
ſtands in.I my ſelf once ſaiv a largeOrchard of fair,but fruit 


leſs trees, all rooted up, rived abroad, and ricked up for th: | 
hre, | 


| 


APPLICATION, 


Tx deals the Lord by uſeleſs and barren Profeſſors, | 
who do but camber his ground, Mat. 3. 10. 4nd nn. 
alſo, the ax is laid to the root of S tre's ;, therefore every tree thit| 
brings nat forth goed ſruit, is bean down and caſt into the firt. 
And Laks 13.7. Then ſaid the dreſſer of the vineyard, Bebeld, 
this three years 1 came ſeeking fruit on this fig-tret, and find none ; 
cnt it down, why cumbereth it the ground? Theſe three years, 
alluding to the time of hisMiniſtery,he being at that time en- 
tring upon his laſt half year, as one obſerves,by harmonizing 
the Evangeliſtsz ſo long he had waited for the fruit of his 
Miniſtery, among thoſe dead-hearted Jews ; now his pati- 
ence 15 even at an end, cut them down (ſaith be) why cumber 


they the ground ? I will plant others, (viz, the G _ in. 
ih eneir | 


OI 


Ee — 
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their room. This hewing down of the barren tree doth in a 
[lively manner ſhadow forthGod: jucicial proceedings againlt 
(formal and empty Prof.ſlors under the Goſpel ; and the re- 
ſemblance clearly holds in theſe following particulars, 


| Thetree that 15 to. be hewn down for the fire, ſtands in | 
the Orchard among other Rouriſhing trees, where it hath = 


joyed rae benefit ot a good ſoyl, a ſtrong fence and much 


cu'turez but being bar-en, theſe priviledges ſecure it not | 


from the fice. It 1s not our ſtanding inthe vihble Church, 
dy a powerleſs profethon among real Saints, with whom we | 
ive been ajtociated, and enjoyed the rich and excellent wa- | 
terings of Ocdigances, that can ſecure us from the wrath of | 
God; - Mat. 3. $, 9. Bring forth fraits meet for repentance, and | 
think nat to ſay within your ſelves, we have Abraham to our fa-| 
ther, Neith:r Abraham, nor Abrahams God, will acknow- | 
ledge ſuch degenerate children; if eAbrahams faith be not 
in your hearts, i& will be- no advantage that Abradams bloud 
runs in your veins, "Twill be a poor plea for Fades, when he 
ſhall ſtand before Chyift in judgment, to ſay, Lord, I was cne 
of thy family, I preached for thee, I dideat and drink in 
thy preſence. Let theſe Scriptures be conſulted, Afar, 9. 23. 
r, 25,11, 12+. Kows 2. 17, 4d 25. 

The Husbandman doth not preſently cut down the tree, 
wecauſe it puts not forth 2s ſoon as other trees do, but waits 
25 long as there is any hope, and then cuts it down. Thas doth 
God wait upon barren dead-hearted perſons, from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, and from year to year ; for the Lord is long-ſu'- | 
fering to us-vard, and not willing that any ſhoald periſh | 
Mt all come to repentance, 2 Per. 3. 9, Thus the long-ſuf- | 
ſering of God waited inthe &1ye3 of Noah upon thole ry | 


| 


trees, vho are now ſmoaking and flaming in hell, 1 Per, 3.20. | 
He waits long on finners, but keeps exact accounts of every | 
year and day of his patience, Lute 13. 7. Theſe three year: 
And Fer. 25. 2. Theſe 23 years. 

When the time is com? to cut it down, the dead tree can- 
not poſſibly refiſt the ſtroke of the ax, but receives th2 
vow, and falls before it, No more can the ſtoureſt finer re- 
fiſt the fatal ſtroke of death, by which the Lord heivs him 
pm down, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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{ down, Eccle/. 8. 8. There is no min that bath power over the 
| Spirit, to retain the Spirit ; neither bath be power in the day » 
death, and there is m1 diſcharge in that wsr, When the pale 
| horſe comes, away you mult into the land of darkneſs : 
Though thou cry with Adrian, O my poor ſoul, whither art 
thou going 1 die thou mult, thou barren Profeſſor ; thoug} 
it were better for thee to co any thing elſe than to die. What 
a dreadful ſchreech will thy conſcience give, when it ſees: 
the ax at thy root! and ſay to thee, as it is, Ezrk. 9. 6. An. 
end i; come, the end is come 5 it watcheth for thee behold it it Pan 
O, ſaid, Henry Beauford, (that rich and wretched Cardinal, 
Biſhop of #incheſter, and Chancellor of England, when he 
perceived whereto he muſt) wherefore muſt 1 die? If the 
whole Realm would ſave my life, I am able either by nol 
to get it, or by riches to buy it, Fye (quoth he) will not 
death be hired 2 will riches do nothing Þ No, neither riches 
nor policy can then avail, 
That fide to which the Tree leaned moſt while it Nood, | 
_ yay it will fall, when it is cut down; and as it falls {0 
it lyes, whether to the South or North, Eccleſ, 11. 3. So it| 
faxes with theſe myſtical trees 3 I mean fruitleſs Profeſlors, | 
Had their hearts and afte&tions inclined and bended heaven- 
[ward whilſt they lived, that way no doubt they had fallen at 
their death ; bit as their h2arts inclined to fin, and ever 
bended to the world z io when God gives the fatal ſtroke,! 
they muſt fall he!l-ward, and wrath-ward;z and how dread-! 
ful will ſuch a fall be? | 
When the de:d tree is carr: 2d out of the Orchard,it ſhall 
[never be among the living trees of the Orchard any more 5 
many years it grey amon; them, (-'2t now it ſhall never have! 
a place there ag1in. And when 1:0 barren Profeſſor is car-! 
[ried out of the world by d2ath. nc ſhr'] never be aſſociated) 
| with the Saints any more, He may 14-1 ſoy, farewel all ye; 
| Saints, among whom [ !ivec,51d w1it.; wwom To often heard, 
[faſted, prayed, I ſhall never fer vour faces more, Aa, 5.) 
(nt, x3. I ſay wnto you, that many ſhall com: From the Eaſl) 
and Weſt, and North and Sor1h, and Nail Gt down with 
(Alrahamns fac and Jas b, itn « MMICQ Maven; but 
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of teeth. 
When the dead tree is carried out of the Orchard, the 


Husbandman cuts off his branches, and rives him aſunder 
with his wedges. This alſo is the lot of barren Profeſlors. 
The Lard of that ſurvant will come in a day, when be locketh nct 


abroad, Luke 12, 46. 

Now therefore conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt I 
tear (or rend) you in pieces, Pſal, go. 22. O direful day ! 
when the ſame hand which planted, pruned, and watered 
thee ſo long, and ſo tenderly, ſhall now ſtrike mortal ſtrokes 
atthee, and that withont pity : For be bat made them will nut | 
have mercy on them, and be that formed them will ſhew then no| 
favour, Ifa. 37,11, For the day of mercy is over, and the | 
day of- his wrath is fully come. Y 

When this tree is clear'd abroady then its rotten, hollow 
inkde rs, which was the cauſe of its barrenneſs ; it 
looked like a fair and ſound bodied tree, but now all may (ce 
hoy rotten it is at the heart: So will Gqd in that day, when 
he ſhall diſle& the barren Profeſſor, diſcover the rottenneſs 
of his heart, and unſoundneſs of his principles and ends ; then 
a_——_ never ſuſpected him before, ſhall ſee what a hollow 

rotten- hearted Profeſſor he was, 

Laſtly, The fruitleſs tree is caſt into the fire, This alſo us 
the end and ſad iflue of formality, J«bs 15. 6, He is cf 
forth as 4 branch, and is wittered, and men gather them and coſt 
them into the fire, and they ave burned. This is an undoubted 
truth, that there is no plant in Gods vineyard, but he will 
have glory from it by bearing fruit, or glory on it by burning 
in the fire. In this fire ſhall they lye, gnaſbing their teeth, | 
Luke x3. 38. and that both in indignation againlt the Saints, | 
vaom they ſhall ſee in glory, an g_ Jeſus Chriſt, who! 
would not ſave them ; and againſt themſelves, for loling ſo 
fookſhly the opportunities of ſalvation, Do you behold. 


LO — 


vaen you fit by the fire, tne froth that boyles out of thoſe| 
flaming logs? O think of that fome and rage of theſe un- 
Cc 2 has | 


the children of the Kingdom ſhall be calt forth into outer | 
darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhiag | 


fir bis, and will cut bims aſunder ; he ſhall be diſledted, or cut 


| 
| 
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————— 


cone Creatures, toming and gnaſhing rnexr teeth an that tire 
byhich is not quenched, Afark 9+ 44- 


| | REFLECTION. 


| ARefle&ion | Ow often have I paſſed by ſ:ch barren trees, warn 2 
| for a formal { more barren heart? as little thinking ſuch a tree to be 
Hypocrie, [the emblem of my ſelf, as Nebuch«datzzar did, when he (11 
|thattree in a dream which repreſented himſelf, and ſhado- 
ed forth to tim his enſaing miſery, Dm. 4. 13, Bat, O; 
| my conſcience ! my drouzy, fleepy conſcience ! Wert thou 
but tender and faithful to me, thou wouldſt make as round 
and terridle an application of ſach a ſpeAacle to me as th: 
Faithful Prophet dit to him, v, 22, And thus wouldlt thor, 
'0 my ſoul, bemoan thy condition ! 
| Poorwretch, here I grow for a little time, among th: 
{trees of righteonſneſs, the plants of renown ; but I ammone 
of them, 1 was never planted a right ſeed ; ſome green an 
'flonriſhing leaves of profeſſion indeed I have, whichidecem: 
' others, but God cannot be deceived; he ſees T am Fruitlel 
'ard rotten at the heart. Poor ſoul, what will thine end be 
| but burning ! Behold, the ax lyeth by thy root, and wonde: 
it is, that there it ſhouldye fo long, and T yet ſtanding ! {| 
[mercy pleads for a fruitleſs creature; Lord, ſpare: jt one 
pu longer. Alas! he need ſtrike no great blow to ruin me, 
is very dreath blows to deſtruftion, Fob 4. 9+ 'a frown of his 
face can blaſt and ruin me, Pſal, 80. 6. be is daily ſollicited 
| by kis juſtice to hey me down, and yet ſtand. Lord, cure 
\my barrenneſs 5; I know thou hadit rather ſee frujr, than hire 
upon me, 


— CO ——_ 


| 
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The Poem. 


[? after pains and patience, you can ſee 


No hopes of fruit (1) down goes the barren tree 


'You will not ſutter trees that are unſound, 


And barren too, to cumber uſeful ground, 


[The fatal ax is (2) laid unto the root 
[e's fir for fire, when unke for fruit, 


But though this be a dead, and barren tree ; 
Reader, I would not have ito to thee. 

May it to thee this ſerious thought ſuggeſt, 

In all the Orchard this dead tree's the belt. 
Think cn it ſadly, lay it cleſc to heart ; 

This 3s the caſe in whichthou wall, or art. 

If ſo thou watt, but (3) nov doſt live and grow, 


And bring forth fruit, what praiſe, and thanks doſt ow 


To that wiſe Husbandman that made thee ſo ! 
O think when juſtice lifted up its hand, 
How (4) mercy did then interceding ſtand ! 
How pity did on thy benalf appear, 
To beg reprieval for another year. 
Stop Lord, forbear him ; all hope is not paſt, 
He can but be for fire at the laſt. 
Though = Sermons, many a gracious call 
He hath reſiſted like a brazen wall. 
The next (5 ) may win him, then thy grace ſhall raiſe 
Unto it ſelf a 6) monument of praiſe. 
How ſhould this meditation thaiv and melt 
The heart of him that hath ſuch mercy felt. 
But if thou ſtill remain a barren tree, 
Then here as in a mirrour ; thou may'lt ſee 
Thy wretched ſtate, when juſtice at a blow, 
Requites Gods patience in thine overthrov, 
And canſt thou (7) bear it > can thy heart endure 
To think of everlaſting burnings? ſure 
This muſt thy lot, thy fearful portion be z 
If thou continue ſtill a barren tree, 
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* Ow from the pleaſant Orchard let ns walk 
A turn 1'th fields, and there converſe and talk 
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With Cowsand Horſes , they can teach us ſome 
Choice Leſlons, though irrational and dumb, 
" Reader's weary, yet 1 donor fear 
To be forſaken by one Reader here. 
= | doubtleſs on to = what queſtions I 
opound to beaſts, and how they make reply. 
"IIbe fatted Ox, and pamper'd herſe you ride ; 
Their careleſs Maſter for his care thus clude, 
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CHAP. I, 


| | , 
Upon the us| Afgre care for Horſe and Oxen many take 
|bandmans care | 


for his cared, | T 49 for their Souls, or deareſt Childrens ſake, 
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| OBSERVATION, 
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| APPLICATION. 


VV Hat one ſaid of bloudy Hered, who flew ſo many 
| children at Beth/ebem, That it were better to be his 


(ſwine, than his Son, 4 be truly enough applyed to ſome 


| 


Parents and Maſters, who take leſs. care for the ſaving the 
\ſouls of their children and ſervants, than they do for the b0- 
dies of thoſe beaſts which daily feed at their Ralls and cr1is. 
[Many there be who do in reference to their ſouls, as Ja! 
| (did, with reſpect to the prefervation of their bodies, when he 

put all the herds of cattel before, and his Wives and littlc 
| ones behind, as he went to meet his brother Eſau. 'Tis 3 
{ enh, n Fude weight ſaying of a grave Author 3 1”: vile ingratiende t01e- 
[part,2.p.170. |Joyce when cartel multiply, and repine when children increaſe; 
| is Heatheniſh diſtr aſt fmlneſs, to fear, that be who provides jor yw 


| bei WL 


— 
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beaſts, will not provide for your children z and it's no leſs than un- 
| natural crat'ty to be carefu' of the bodies of beaſts, and care.eſs of 
| the ſouls of children, Let us but a little compar2 your Care! 
| and diligence in both reſpects, and ſee in a fey particulars, 
whether you do indeed value your own, or your Children and 
ſervants ſouls,as you do the life and health of a beaſt, 

Your care for your very Horſes is expreſled early, whilſt 
they are but Colts, and not com? to do you any ſervice ; you 
are willing to be at pains and coſt, to have thzm broken and 
b-ought to their way, This is mare than ever many of them 
did for-their children ; taey can (ee them wild and profane, 
naturally taking a ſtroke or way of wickedneſs, but yet n2- 
ver were at any pains or colt to break them z theſe muſt be 
fondel'd and cockered up in the natural way of their own 
corruption and wickedneſs, and not a rod or reproof uſed 
to break them of it. 

'Tis obſerved of the Perþ.ns, that they put out their chil- 
dren te School as ſonn as they could ſpeak, and would nor ſze 
them in ſeven years after, leſt their indulgence ſhould do 
them hart, 

You keep your conſtant ſet times, morning and evening, 
tofzed, water and dreſs your cattel, and will by no means 
negle& it once ; but how many times have you neglected} 
morning and evening duties in your fimilies? yea, how ma-| 
ny be there, whoſe very tables, in reſpect of any worſhip 
God hath there; . do very litt!e differ from the very crids and 
mangers at which their horſes feed? As ſoon as you are up 
[in 2 Morning, you are with your beaſts before you hve 
| deen rvith your God ; how little do ſuch ditter from deaſts? 
[and were it, if they were no more accountable to! 
| Gode "0 their bealts are ? | . 

The end of your care, coſt and pains about your cattel is, 
that they may be ſtrong for labour, and the more ſerviceadle 
[to you ; thus you comply with the end of their o__ But 
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[hov race a thing is it, to find theſe men as careful to far their 


poſterity to be uſeful and ſervic2able to God in their gene» 
(rations, which is the end of their rene? If you can make 
or them, you reekon 


(them rich, and provide good —_— 


that 
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Husbandry fpiritualized ; Or, 
; that you have fully diſcharged the duty of parents ; ut They 
will learn to hold the Plow, that you are willing to teac;, 
them : But when did you ſpend an hour to teach them the wa 
of ſalvation? s 1 
No: to convince ſuch careleſs Parents of th2 heinouſneſ| 
of their (in, let theſe four Queries be ſolemnly conſidered,” 
Whether this be a ſafhcient diſcharge of that great duty 
which God hath laid upon Chriſtian Parents, in reference to 
'thzir families ? That God hath charged chem with the ſouls of! 
' their families is undeniable, Dew, 6, 6, 9, Eph. 6. 4. 1 
| God had not cloathed you with his authority , to counnane| 
'them in the way of the Lord ; he would never have charged! 
them ſo ſtrictly to yield you obedience as he hath done, Epb.; 
|6,1, Col. 3,20, Well, a great truſt 1s repoſed in you, look| 
| to your duty, for without caſpute you ſhall anſ.ver for it, 
Whether it be likely, if the time of youth (which is the 
moulding age) be negleRed, they 'will be wronght upon to 
{any 900d afterwards? Husbandmen, let me put a ſenſible 
caſe to you;Do not you ſee in your very -horſes,that whilſt they] 
are young, you can bring them to any iyay z but if once they] 
have got a falſe {troke, and by long cuſtom it be groivn natu-| 
ral to them, then there is no breaking them of it : yea, you! 
ſee it, in your very Orchards, you may bring a tender t vig; 
to grov in what form you pleaſe ; but when its grown to a 
ſturdy limb, there is no bending it afterwards to any other 
form than what it naturally cook, Thus it is with children, 
Prov. 22. 6. Train up 4 child in the nay be ſhowld:go, and when| 
be is old be will not depart from it. | 
Whether,if yon neglect to inſtru them in the way of the 
Lord, Sat«n, and their own natural corruptions, willhnot in- 
ſtru& them in the way to hell ? Conſider this ye careleſs Pa- 
rents if you will not teach your children, the Devil will 
teach them ; if you ſhery them not how to pray, he will ſhes 
them how to curſe and ſwear, and take the name of the Lord 
invVainz if you grudge time and pains about their ſouls, the 
Devil doth not. Oh, *tis a ſad conſideration, that ſo many! 
children ſhould be put to School to the devil | 
What comfortare you like to haye from them when they! 


: 


are” 


[ 


: 
( 


are old, if you bring them not up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord when they are young ? Many Parents have 
lived to reap in their old age, the fruit of their own folly and| 


carel:ſsneſs,in the looſe and vain education of their child-en, | 
By Licwryw his La'v, no Parent was to be relieved by his 
children in age, if h2 gave them not good edacation in their 
youth 3 and 1t1s a Lvvy at this dzy among the Szitzers, that if 
' ny child be condemned todie for a capital offence, the Pa-| 
rents of that child are to be his executioners; theſe L1 vs| 
were made to provoke Parents to look better to their 
charge. B2lizve this as armmandoubted truth ; That that child 
| which becomes (th 'o01gh thy default)an inſtrument to diſho- 
; nour God, ſhall prov2 ſooner or later, a ſon or daughter of 
ſocroiv to thee. 


REFLECTIONS. 
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'F Od hath found out my fin this day, This hath been my 
AF pradtiſe ever fince I had a family committed to my 
charge; I have ſpent more time and pains about the bodies of 
|my beaſts, than the ſouls of my children ; bealt that I am,} 
for ſo doing 3 little have I con{idered the preciouſneſs of my| 
o'vn, or their inmorta! ſo'rls. How careful have I been to 
provide ſodder to preſ:rve my cattel in thz Winter, whallt ] 
exwe my oivn, and their ſouls fo periſh toet2rnity, 1nd make 
no proviſion for them ? Surely my chijdren will one day curſe 
the time that ever they were born unto ſuch a cel father, 
[or of ſuch 2 mercileſs mother. Should I bring home the 
|plagee into my ſxmily, and live to ſee all my poor chi:dren 
[lye dead by the wal!s, if I had not the heart of a Tygery ſach| 
'2 ſight would melt my heart ; and yet, the death of their ſouls 
[bythe Gin which I propagated to them aFeRs me not! Ah, 
[that I could ſay, I h:d dors but as mach for them, as I nave 
done for 2 beſt that periſheth ! 
But unhappy wretch that T am, God caſt a better lot for 2 
\mey-I am the off-ſyring of religious and tender Parents, | 3 ReflcRion 
'who hve al:;yayes deeply Sendo themſelves in the ever- obey rw 


a Rc fleRion 
! for carcleſs Pa. 
rents, 


laſting ſtate of my ſoul ; many prayers and tears have they gracious Parent | 
Dd 2 poured| 
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(1) Va, 3. 
2) Gene 24+ 
31,32 


3) EccL31.21 


!poared oat to God for me,both in ry hearirg as well am (e- 
[cretz many holy and v hulſon counſels have they from tine: 
'to time dropt upon Me ; many precious examples have th:y 
ſet in th:jr on practiſe defore me; many a time when I hav; 
\fnned againſt the Lord, have they ſtood over me with a roc 
11; their hands, and tears in their eyer, ufing all mens to re- 
clam me; but like an nngracious wretch I have (lighted al 
[heir counſels, grieved their hearts,and imbittered their lives 
to them,by my 1:nful courſes, Ah,my ſon! } thou art a degen:- 
rate Plant z better will it be with the off-ſpring of infide!s, 
{than withthee, if rep2ntance prevent not ; nov I live in one 
[family with them, but ſhortly I ſhall be ſeparated fron 
{chem, as far as bell 15 from heaven z they noy tenderly pity 
[my miſery, bat then they ſhall approve and applaud the righ- 
r201s ſentence of Chriſt upon me : $0 little priviledge ſhall 
[ then have from my relation to them, that racy ſhall be pro-' 
duced as witneſlcs againſt me, and all thzir reje&ted coin- 
ſels, reproofs, and ex:mples, charged home upon me, as thy 
1g9ravations of my wickedneſs ; and detter it will be, when 
it ſhall come to that, that I had been brought forth by 1 
Yeaſt, than ſprang from the loyns of ſuch Parents, | 


V TE 
> 


The Poem. 


Our cattel in fat paſtures thrive and grow, 

There's nothing wanting z that ſhould make them ſo, 
The pamp?2r*d horſe commends his Maſtees (1) care, 
Whoneither pains, or colt, doth grudge or (2) ſpare. 
But art not thou mean while, the verjeſt fool ; 
That pamper'ſt beaſts, and ſtary'ſt thy precious ſoul ? 
'Twere ivell, if you could (3) dye, as noiy you live 
Like beaſtsz and had no more account to give, 
O that theſe lines, your folly Might detect | 
'Who both your own, and childrens ſoulsnegleR, 


cnm_mao_m_—_—— __ — — 
The heaugply uſe of earthly things. 
To care for beaſts. O man, prepare to h.ar 
The dolefal'ſt language, that e're pierc'd thine ear } 
Whezn you your children once in hell ſhall meet, 
Ard with ſach language their damn'd parents greet, 
« O c:rſed father, wretched mother, why 
© Was | your o*-ſ;ring> would to God that I 
& Had ſprung from Tygers, who more (4) tender be (4) Nah 21% 
*Unto their young, than you have deen to me. Lam. 4. 3+ | 
* Hoy did you ſpend your thoughts, time, care and coſt | | 
« About my d<dy ? wrillt my ſoul was (5 ) folt, (5) Mar.16.26| 
& Did you not kno'y I had a ſoul that muſt 
&© Live, (6) when this body was reſolv'd to duſt ?] | 
*©Yo1 could not chaſe but underſtand if 1, | 
* Without an intereſt in Chriſt did dye, | 
| 
| 
| 


(6) Eccl 3.1. 


«© It needs mult (7 } come to this; Oh how could you 
&* Prove ſo remorſlels, and no pity ſhe'v ! 

«Oh cruz] parents! I may curſe the day 

&« That I was born of ſach as did betray 

«© Their child to endleſs torments, Nov muſt I 

«© With, and through you in flames for ever lye ? 


leſt 


(7)Mar, 16.16 


| Ler this make every parent tremble 
[He loſe his child, whilſt cacing for his beaſt, 

'Orleſt his own poor ſoul do ſtarve and pine 

| Wiullt he takes thoughts for Horſes, Sheep and kine, 


CHAP. IL 
{pon the hard 


| When under loads your beafts do groan, think they , _ cru. 
| Howgreat a mercy 'tis that you art men. beaſts 


ts 


I — 


s OBSERVATION. 


Y Jer, ſome men be exceſſively careful and tender over 


their beaſts (as was noted in the former Chapter) yet 
| others 
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755 Habmdy ſpirals, 


the rs are acl and mercileſs towards them, rot reg2rcing, 
how they ride or burden them. How often have I ſe:n them! 
[fainting under their loads? wrought off their 1egs, and} 
turned out. with galled backs into the fields, or high wayes,' 
| to ſhift for a little graſs? many times have I;heard and pi- 
tied them, groamng vncer unreaſonable hurdens,and deaten 
| on by mercileſs drivers, till at laſt by ſach crael uſage taey 
| have been deſtroyed, and then caſt into a ditch for dogs 
| meat! | 


_—_— I. 6. 


APPLICATION. 


Uch fights as theſe ſhould make men thankful ſor the mer- 
cy of their Creation, and bleſs their bountiful Creator, 
| that they v:er2 not made ſuch creatures themſelves. Some! 
beaſts are made ad eſwm, only for food, being no otherwiſe! 
| uſeful to man, as /wine, &c, theſe are orly fed for ſlaughter, 
we kill and eat them, and regard not their cryes and |trug-! 
| glings when the knife js thruſt to thejr very hearts ; others; 
are only ad »{rm, for ſervice, whilſt living, but unprofitadle; 
when dead ; as Horſes, theſe we make t drudge and tos 1 for! 
| us from day today, but kill them not ; others are b5th «« 
| eſum, © uſum, for food when dead, and ſervice whilſt alive, 
| a3 the Ox. Theſe ie make to ploy onr fields, draw our cats 
riages, and afterwards prepare them for ſlavghter, 
But man was made for robler end:, created Lord of the| 
lower world ; not to ſerve, but to be ſerved by /other crea-! 


' 


tures.; a mercy able to melt the hard2ſt heart into thankful»! 
neſs. I remember, Luther preſſing men tc b2 thankfal, that 
they are not brought into the loweſt condition of creature: 
and to bleſs God that they can ſee any creature belowv them- 
ſelves, gives us a famous inſtance in the following ſtory : 
Two Cardinal: (ſaith he) riding in a great deal of pomp t0; 
the Council of Conſtance, by the way they heard a man in t?*| 
fields, weeping and wailing bitterly, they rode to him, 286 
acked what he ailed? perceiving his eye intently fixed np 
an n ghy toad, he told them that his heart was melted with tie 
conhideration of this mercy, that God had not made him (ac) 

al 


' 2 deform:d and lozthſom creature, though he were formed 
out of the ſame clay with it : Hiuc rt quod amgre fleo, ſaid he ; 
This 43 that, that makes me wezp butterly. "arms one 
of the Crdinals cryes oat, Well ſaid the Father, the un- 
learned will rife and take heaven, when we with all our 
leaming ſhall be thruſt jnto hell, That whichmelted the 
n2art 0} this poor many, ſhoald melt Every heart when we 
xchold the miſe”y to which theſe poor creatures are ſubject- 
ed. And this vill appear a mercpof-no (light con(id2ration, 


| 


if ve dut'dray a compa-iſon betiwixt our ſelves, and theſe 
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irrational c:eatuies, in theſe three particulars. 
Thaoug1 they and we were made of the ſame mould and] 
\clay, y-t how much detter hith God deale with us, even as 
(to th: ourwa'd man? the ſtructure of our bodies is mich 
nore excellent, God made vther creitures by a word © 
;command, dat manby counſel z it was not be Thou, bat let 
Us make man. We might have been made ſtones wi hcu 
ſence, or beaſls without reaſon, but we were made men. The 
'roble {t.udture and ſymetry of our todies invites our ſouls, | 
not only to thankfalneſs, but admiration, D.wid ſpeaking of | 
the curzous frame of the body, ſaith, I am wndertully made, | 
[Pal t39.14- or asthe vulgar reads ity painted as with a 
needle; like ſome rich piece of nzedle-ivork curicully cm- 
|droydered with nerves and veins. Was any part of the com- 
mon lamp” of clay thus faſhioned ? Gaten gave Epicurm an 
hundred years time to imagine a more commodious (1tuation, 
configuration, or compoſition of any one part of a human: 
dody 3 and (as one ſaith} if all the Angels in heaven had 
ſtudied to this day, they could not have catt the body of man 
into a more curious mould, | 
How little eaſe or reſt have they? they live net __ 

| years, and thoſe theydo is in bondage and miſery, groaning | 
lander the effects of fin ; but God hath provided better for 
2s, even as to our outward condition in = world ; we have 
|the more reſt, becauſe they have ſo lietle, How many re- 
|freſhments and comforts hath God provided for ns,-'of which 
| they are uncapable ? if we be weary with labour, we can take | 
mY 
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'E 
A Refiction 
for an vn- 
thankiu! (in- 
ncre 


cur reſt; but freſh or weary, they muſt ſand to it, or fink 


under it from day tu day- 

Whit a narro'v capacity hath God givento beaſts ! what 
| large capacity to man} Alas, they are only capadle of a |:t- 
| tle ſenſitive pleaſure ; as you ſhall ſee ſometimes, how they 
| will frisk in a green paſture, this is all they be capable ot, 
| and this death puts anfnd to z but howy comprehenhive ace o'r 

ſouls in their capacities? we are made in the image of God; 
we can look beyond prefent things, and are capa-le of the 
| kigheſt happineſs, and that to all eterrity z the foul of 2 
' beaſt is but a material form, which wholly depending vpn, 
muſt needs dye with the body z but our ſouls are a divine 


but (ublifts even in its ſeparated (late, 


REFLECTIONS, 


' 


| Ow greatafin is ingratitude to God, for ſuch a com-| 
mon, but choice mercy of Creation , and proviſion| 
[ſor me inthis world > Thzre 15 no creature made ivorſ by 
| kindneſs, but man, There is a kind of gratitude which I may! 
| obſerve even in theſe druit beaſts z they do in.their way ac- 
| knowledge their denefaftors z The Or knox7 bis Oxner, ani 
| che Aſs bu Mifters Crib. How ready are they to ſerve ſuc) 
{ as feed and cheriſh them ? but I have been both unthankf:!! 
| and unſerviceable to my Creator and BenefaRor, that hath 
; done me goodall my dayes ; thoſe poor creatures that {ver 
| and groan under the loads that I lay upon them, never finnec! 
| againſt God, nor tranſgreſled the Lons of their Creation 25 
[I have done; and yet God hath dealt better with me than 
| with them. Oh that the bounty of Goe, and his diſtirguiſh- 
| ing mercy between me and the beaſts that periſh, might mor: 
and melt my heart into thanfulneſs ! O that I might conſider 
ſeriouſly what the higher and more excellent end of Ty 
Creaticn is, and might more endeavour to anſwer and live 
up toity Orelſe (O my ſoul) it will be worſe with thee 
then with the beaſts. *T1s true, they are ander bondage and 
miſery z but it js but for a little time, death will endall] 

tae} 
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ſpark or blaſt 3; ard when the body dyes, it dyes not with it, 
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their pains, and eaſe them of all their heavy loads; bur I 
ſhall groan to all eternity, under a heavier burden than ever 
they felt z have no account to give, but ſo have I. What 
comfort is it that I have a larger capacity than a beaſt hath ? 
that God hath endowed me wath reaſon, which is denyed to 
them f Alas1 this will but augment my miſery, and enlarge 
me to take in a oreater meaſure of anguiſh. 


Ces 


But how many ſteps (O my ſoul) mayeſt thou aſcend in the 


30d hath beſtowed upon thee } not only in that he made 
thee, not a ſtone or tree without ſenſe, or an horſe, or dog 
without re:ſon ; but that thou art nt an infidel without 
(light, or an unregenerate perſon without grace. What}! to 
have ſenſe, and all the delights of fr, which ſtones have not ; 
'reaſon, with the more hich and noble pleaſures of it, which 
deaſts have not; the light and knowledge of the great 
things of the Goſpel, which the Heatheng have not ; and ſuch 
an expeRat;on and hope of unconceivable glory and felicity, 
whick the unſanRified have not, O my ſau] 1 how rich 1 how 
bountiful hath thy God been to thee ! theſe ate the overflow- 
ings of his love to thee, who waſt moulded out of the ſane 
lump with the beaſts, that groan on earth, yea with the dawned 
- bon! in hell z well may I ſay, that God hath been a good 
to me, 


iſes of thy God, when thou confidereſt the mercies that for an diet 


| 


The Poem, | 


. 


V Hen I behold a Jade puton | 

"With whip and ſpur; till all his ſtreggth be gone, 

See ſtreams of ſweat run down his bleeding fides, 

How little mercy's ſhewn by him that rides. 

If I more thankleſst6 my dd don't prove, 

Than ſuch a Rider's mercileſs, 'twill move 

My ſoul to praiſe ; for who ſees thit, and can 

But bleſgthe Lord, that he was made a Man. T4 
Ee 


2, 
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Husbandry fpiritealized:; Or, 

And ſuch a fight the Rider ought to move, ET 
This Meditation duly to improve. 

What hath this creature done, that he ſhould be 

Thas beaten, wounded, and tyr*d out by me ? 

He 13 my felloiv-creature, 'tis meer grace z 

I had not been in his, he in my caſe. 

Ungrateful; ſtupid man 3 God might have made 

Me bear the ſaddle, as I ſee this Jade. 

He n2ver fin'd, but for my fin doth lye 

Subjected unto all this miſery, 

Lord, make my heart relent z that I ſhould be 

Tothee more uſeleſs, than my horſe to me, 
 Hedid hisutmoſt, went as long as ever 

His legs could bear him : but for me, I never 

Thus ſpent my ſtrgngth for God z but oft have bin- 

Too prodjgal thereof, in wayes of fin 

Though.he's the horſe, and I the man z*ewill be 

Far better with my horſe, one day than me : 

Unleſs thy grace prevent, and ſuperadd 

A new Creation unto that I had. 


Could ev'ry Rider fix a ſerious thought” 

On ſuch a ſubje&, and herevy be taught 

To ſpizitualize it, and improye it thus ;. 
How ſiveet, would tedious journeys be tous} 
. But ſuch a task, a graceleſs heart dogs out 
More than the tyred horſe, I write adout, 


ts. 4 


CHAP: 11. 
When ſetking your loſt Cattel, keep tm mind 
That thus Chriſt Feſus ſeeks, your ſawls 10: find. 


= 


—— 


OBSERVATION. | 
Vi Cattel are ſtrayed away Srom-your fields, yo! 


uſe all care and diligence to recover them again, 
| tracing 


The beavenlyuſe of earthly things. 


| rracing their footſteps, crying them in Market- Towns, ſend- 
| ing your ſervants abroad, and inquiring your ſelves of all 
that you think can give news of them. What care and pains 
| men will take in ſuch caſes, wagexemplified in Sas, u Sew. 
| g. 4, 5- who with his ſervant paſſed through Mount Eptrains, 
| to ſeek the Aſſes that were ſtrayed from his father , and 
| through the Land of Shliſha, and through the Land of Sha- 
| [ins and they were not there, and through the Land of the 
Benjamitts, but fornd them not. 


APPLICATION, 


| 


AD care and pains you take to recover your loſt cattel, 

carries a ſ\yeet and lively repreſentationof the love of 
| Teſws Chriſt, in the recovery of loſt finners. Jeſus Chriſt 
came on purpoſe from heaven upon alike errand, to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt, Mat, 18. 28, There are ſeveral 
particulars in hich this glorious defign of Chriſt, in ſeek- 


: 


[ing and ſaving loſt man, and the care and pains of Husdand- 


\menin recov2ring their loſt cattel,do meet and toachythough 
there be as many particulars alſo in which they difter ; all 
which I ſhall open under the following heads, 

| We ſometimes find that cattel will break ont of thoſe ve- 

'ry fields where they have been bred, and where they want no- 

|thing, that is needful for them. Juſt thus, loſt man departed 
from his God, brake our of that pleaſant encloſare where he 

[wa abundantly provided for, both as -to ſoul and body ; yet 
| then he brake over the hedge of the command, and went 

[altray, Eccleſ. 7- 29. Loths only ave I found, that Ged made 

mn wright, tut be ſonght out tokim/elf many inventions, £00! 
vas not content and ſatisfied with that blefled ſtate God had 
put him into, but would be trying neiv concluſions to the loſs 
and ruin, both of himſelf and his poſterity. 

| Strayers are evermore ſufferers for it ; -all they get by it, 

istobe pinned and pounded z and what did man get by de- 

{parting from his God, but ruin and miſery to ſoul and body ? 

'Will you have an abreviate of his ſufterings and loſles 2 (the 

(ol account none can give you) why, by ſtraying from his 

Ee 3 5 


Hasbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 
' God, he loſt the rettitude and holineſs of his nature ; (like 
ja true {trayer) he-is a!l dirty and miry, overſpread and be- 
(meared both in ſoul and body, with the odious filthineſs of 
Gn ; he loſt the liberty and of his will to gogd ; 2 
precious jew2l of eftimable value : This 1 a real miſery in- 
- | curr'd bythe fall, though ſome have (o far loſt their under- 

{tandings and hamility,asnot to own it 3 he hath loſt his Goe, 
his ſoul, his happineſs, and his very bowels of compaliion to- 
wards himſelf in this miſerable ſtate. 

When your cattel are ſtrayed, yea, though it be dut one of 
the Flock or Herd, you leave all the reſt, and go after that 
which is loſt : So did Feſus Chriſt, who in the fore-cited: 

lace, Afar, 28.12, compares himſelf to ſuch a Shepherd; 

© left heaven it (elf, and all the blefled 4nge!s there, to 
come into this world to ſeek loſt man.O the precious eſteem, 
and dear love that Chriſt had to poor man } Hory did his 
bowels yearn towardsus in our loſt ſtate} How did he pity 
us in our miſery } As if he had ſaid, Poor creatures, they have 
loſt themſelves, and are become a prey to the devil, in a pe- 
riſhing tate z I will ſeek after them, and ſave them, The 
Son ot man is come toſcek and to ſave, | 

You are glad when you have found your ſtrayers z much) 
[more 19 Chrift, when he hath found a loſt ſoul. O 'tis a great: 
fatisfaRtion to him to ſee the fruit of the travel of his ſoul, 
Iſa. 53. Yea, there s more joy in braven over one finer that re+ 
penterh, than ninety nine )uf perſons chat need no repentance, What 
{demonſtrations of joy and gladneſs did the father of the Pro- 
digal give, when he had found his Son that was loſt,' 
Luke 15 . 30+ | 

When you have brought home your ſtrayers, you ſome- 
times clog them, to prevent their wandring again, and ſto 
up the gaps with thorns ; and ſo doth God oftentimes by fach 
| ſouls as are recovered and brought kome to Chriſt ; he hangs 
|a clog of afflition to prevent their departure from God a-| 
'gain, 2 Cor. 13. 7+ | 

But then there are five particulars in which Chriſt ſeek- 
ing loſt ſouls, and your ſeeking loſt cartel difter, | 

Your cattel ſometimes find the way kome themſelves, and | 

TYe« | 
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ceturn to you of tneir own accord ; but loſt man never did, 
nor can doſo ; he was his own deſtroyer, but can never be 


but having once loſt him, can never find him again of 
himſelf. Alas! his heart is bent to backſliding, he hath no 
will to return, Hear how Chriſt _—_— Job. 5. 40, 7 
ell nct come wnto me, Mans recovery begins in God, not in| 
|bimdelE. 

Your ſervants can find, and bring back yoar loſt cattel as; 
well as yon 3 but ſo cannot Chriſt's ſervants, Miniſters may} 
diſcrt ery but cannot recov:y them z; they daily ſee, but cannot 
[ave them 3 lament them they can, but del them they cannot z 
[jatreat and beg them to return they canand do, but prevai/ 
with them they cannot, Melantthon thought when he began 
to preach, to perſwade all ; but old Adam was too hard for 
young Melanithon. | 

You ſeek all the cattel that are ſtrayed from you, eſpeci- 
ally the beſt 3 bur Jeſur Chriſt only, ſeeks poor loſt man. 
There were other creatures, and ſuch as by nature were 
more excellent, that loſt their God and themſelves; I mean, 
the eApoftate Angels 3 but he came not to ſeek them : Herein 
his ſingular love to man appears, * 

When you have recovered and. brought home your loſt 
cattel, you may loſe them the ſecond time, and never reco- 


ver them again ; but ſo cannot Chriſt. Man once recovered, 
is for ever (ecured by him. All chat then beſt given me I brve 
tezt, and nos ane of rhens i; loft, but the ſon of rerdicien; and he 
was never ſavingly found, Fo. 17. 12. 

Though you prize your cattel, yet you will not venture 
your life for the recovery of them z rather let them go than 
_ them with ſuch an hazard; but Feſw Chriſt not 

y ventured, but actually laid down his life to recover, and 
ſave loſt man : He redeemed them at the price of his own 


| 


| 


dlood z he is that $ that [aid down his life for 
the Sheep. O the love of Chriſt to loſt ſouls! 


his own Saviour; it was poſſible for him not to h:ve loſt his | 
| 


23. 
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REFLECTIONS. | 


r, Ocd, I am aloſt creature, an undone ſoul z and herein 
A ReficQion lyes my miſery, that 1 have not only loſt my God, but! 
_ a have no heart to return to him ! Nay, I fly from Chrilt,whs 
W4 is come on purpoſe from heaven to ſeek and to ſave me z his 
Meſſengers are abroad ſeeking for ſuch as I am, but -I avoid 
them, or at leaſt refuſe to obey their call and perſivaſions to/ 
return» Ah, what a miſerable late am T in! every ſtep]] 
gd is a ſtep towards hell 3 my ſoul, with the Prodigal is re2- 
dy to periſh in a ſtrange Countrey ! but I have no mind with 
him to return home ; wretched ſoul, what will the erd of 
this be > 1f God have loſt thee, the Devil hath found thee ;| 
he takes up all ſtrayers for God : yea, death, and hell will! 
ſhortly find thee, 3f (#ri/t do not z and then thy recover 
(O my ſoul 1 ) will be impoſſible : Why fit I here periihirg 
2nd dying ! I am not yet as irrecoveradly loſt as the damned 

| are, O let me delay no longer, lelt I be loſt for ever 1 

==> "il | O my ſoul! for ever bleſs and admire the love of Jeſu, 
for one thar | Criſt, who came from heaven to ſeek and fave , ſuch a loſt! 
was loſt, bur | ſoul as I was, Lord, how marvellous, how matchleſs is thy; 
is found, love! I was loſt, and am found. I am found; and did not! 
| ſeek 3 nay, I am found by him from whom I fled. Thy love,| 
O my Saviour! was a preventing love, a wonderful love; 
thou lovedſt me much more than I loved my ſelf ; I was 
cruel to my own ſoul, but thou waſt kind ; thou ſourhreſt for 
me, a loſt finnery and not for loſt Angels z thy hand of orace! 
caught hold of me, and hath let go thouſands, and ten theu-' 
ſands, as good as my ſelf by nature.” Like another David, 
thou didit reſcue my poor loſt ſoul out of the mouth of the 
deſtroyer; yea, more than ſo, thou didſt loſe thine own life: 
to find mine : Andnow, dear Feſws, fince T am thus marvel-: 
louſly recovered, ſhall I ever ſtraggle again from thee? O, 
let it for ever be a warning to me, hoy I turn aſide into by- 
paths of fin any more ! 


The 
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Hen cattel from your fields are gone aſtray, 
v 


uiring for them all along the way 3 
eracking taeir ſoot-ſteps, where they turn'd aide, 


[One ſervant this way ſent, another that 
| ſearching the fields, and countrey round about : 
'This meditation now falls in ſo par ; 

as if God ſent it to enquire you out, 


| 

' My beaſts are loſt, and ſoam (1) Ibyfin; 

| my wretched ſoul from God thus wandring went, . 

!AsI ſeek them, ſo was(2) I ſought by him 

' whofrom the (3) fathers boſom forth was ſent. 

| 

[Purſa'd by Sermons, follow'd cloſe by grace ; 

| anditrong conviQtions Chriſt hath ſought for me, 

Yea though I (4) ſhan him ſtill he gives me chaſe, 
as if reſolv'd I ſhould not damned be, 


When (5) Angels loſt themſelves it was not ſo, 
God did not ſeek, or once for them enquire ; 
But ſaid, let theſe Apoſtate creatures go, 
I'le plague them for it (6) with eternal fire. 


Lord, what am (7) I, that thou ſhouldſt fer thine eyes 
and fill ſeek after ſuch a wretch as 1? 

Whoſe matchleſs mercy, and rich grace (8) deſpiſe, 

# if in ſpight thereof ceſoly'd to die. 


wh ſhould I ſhunthee, blefſed Saviour, wh 
IdI avoid thee thus > thou doſt not chaſe 
My ſoul to(9) lay it; O that ever 1 
ſhould fly a Saviour that's ſo full of grace ! 


and you to ſeek them through the Countrey ride ; 


Long | 


| 


(1)Luk,x5-32, 


(2) Mar-18., I. 
(3) Joha 1.48, | 


| 


| 
(4) John 5-40. | 


(s) Heb.z-16. | 
| 


| 
| 


(6) Judes, 


(s) Lukg.56, 


(7)1Cor.1.2 7. 


| 


(8) Pla.68.18 | 


216 Huboadey pirtvaligd, Ocs 
2 [Long halt thou ſought me, Lord, I now return TR 
| Olet thy bowels of compaſhon ſaund, 

'For my departure, I fineerely mourn z 

; andletthis day, thy wandring ſheep be found. 

| 
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CHAP. IV, 


pon the fecd- Fat beafts you kill, the lean you »ſc to ſave 
_ O! = , | God 's aiſpenſattons, ſome ſuch meaning baws 
Cart. | 


_— 


| OBSERVATION, 
| 
| 
| 


T7 is 2 good Obſervation of a Father, and well applyed; 
Vinli iriturantes quotidie ligentar, vituli mattandi quotidic 
| 1m paſcnis lilere relinguntur, Oxen for uſe are daily yoakes 
and kept ſhort, whilſt thoſe that are deſigned for the ſham- 
; vles, are let looſe in green paſtures, to feed at pleaſure. 
Store beaſts fare hard, and are kept lean and low; feedung 
beaſts are excuſed from the yoak, whilſt others are laboured 
and wrought hard every day ; the one hath more than he can 
cat, the other would eat more if he had it. | 


APPLICATION. | 

T>= deals the Lord oft-times with his own ele, whom | 
he deſigns for glory; and with the wicked, who are 
poegaring"We the oy of wrath. Thus are they filled with 
earthly proſperity, creature=-enjoyments, like re(ty and 
wanton beaſts turned out at liberty in a fat paſture, whillt| 
poor Saints are kept hard and ſhort, Amos 1, 4. Hear ths] 
word e kine of Baſhan, that are in the mantains of Samaris, 
| #bich oppreſs the poor, and cruſh the ricedy, Theſe m cal 
_ of the pr ſpero1s oppreflors of theworld, full fed, and: 

\ 


| wanton wicked men. 'T1s true, heavenhath not all the poor, 


nor \ 


. . Pn 
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nor hell all the rich ; but it's a very common diſpenſation of] 
[wy 6 beſtow moſt of the things of this world upon 
them that have no portion in heaven; and to keep them 
ſhort on earth, for whom that kingdom 1s provided. Let me| 
day forth the imilitude in a few particulars. | 
The beaſts of Naughter have the fatteſt paſtures z ſo have 
the ungodly in the world z Their ee: ftand one mith faineſr they 
have more than keart con.'d wiſh, Plal. 73- 7. their hearts are as 
fat as greaſe, Pſal, 119,70. Theſe be they that fleet off the 
cream of earthly enjoyments, »boſe bellies are filled with bid - 
den treaſurer Plale 17. 145 The earth is given into the bend of 
the nt - 24. O, what full eſtates? what an affluence 
of earthly delights hath God caſt inupon ſome wicked men ? 
there is much manzonneſr, but no want in their dwellings : 


hell, once knew not where to beſtory their goods. on| 
earth. | 
Feeding, grow wanton in their ſull paſtures; there you 
ſhall ſce them tumble and frisk, and kick up their heels. The | 
ſame effeR'hath the proſperity of the wicked, it-makes them 
wanton 3 their life 1s but a diverſion from; one pleaſure to 
another, Job 21,11, 12, 13. They fend forth: choir lictle ones 
like « flick , and their children dance 5 they take the timbrel, nd; 
barp, and rejoyce at the ſound of the Organ ; they ſpend their dayer| 
in wealth, and in 4 moment go down ts the grave. The ſame: 
charaer doth the Prophet Amor give of them, Am»: 6.4,5,6. | 
| Theyſtretch themſelves upon bed: of ivory, drink wine in bowls, &c-: 
| and noſorrow goes to their hearts,Theſe are they that live ; 
|pleaſaresupon earth, as 2 fiſh in the water, Fam, 5-5, | 
Theſe fat paſtures do but the ſooner haſten the death of | 
theſe cattel ; the ſooner they are fatted, the ſooner they are 
ſlaughtered ; and: the proſperity of the wicked ſerves to the 
lame end. The proſperity of fools hall deſtroy them (5. e.) 
it ſhall be the means 2nd inſtrument-of heating and keyght-, 


ning their luſts, and thereby fitting them for deftruRtion z 


Some that now know not which way to turn themſelves in| - 


[their proſperity is food and fewel to their corruptions. Ma- 
ny wicked men had not beep ſo ſoon ripe for hell, had they 


not grows in the Sun-»ſhine of proſperity, 
£ FE y 


OO. 
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4. Fatted beaſts do not un the lealt underſtand the intent and. 
meaning of the Husbandman, in altowing them ſuch larg-| 
and fatpaſtures, which he denyes to his other cattel z and z; 
lictle as b2alts, do wicked men underſtand the ſcope and end 
of Gods providences, in caſting proſperity and wealth upen! 
[them ; little do they think their tables are a ſnare, a gin, and 
(a trap for their ſouls z they only (like beaſts) mind what is, 
before them) but do not at. all cſtand the tendency and 
end of theſe their ſenſual delighes, 
| Thongh the Husbandman keep his ſtore cattel in ſhort 
commons, yet he intends topreſerve them ; theſe ſhall re-| 
main with him, when the others are driven to the (laughter, 
Snch a deſign of preſervation 1s carried on-1n all thoſe out-| 
wardſtraite, warms and: hardſhaps which the Lord expoſes, 
his poogee to, T'confeſs, ſuch diipenſations, for preſent, are 
very ſtumbling and puzling things, even to gracious and: 
wiſe perſons. To ſee wicked men, not only exempted from! 
their troubles; but even opprefled with profperity z to ſee 2, 
godly man in wants and ſtraits, and a wicked men have more: 
chan His heart can wiſh,” is 2 caſe that poſes the wiſeſt Chri-/ 
\{trah; tilt he conſider the deſigns and iſſues of both thoſe pro-| 
itunes, and then he acquieſces in the wiſdom of God ſo 


PEE it, Pſal. 73. 5,14, 18, 23, 
'REFLECTIONS. 


| 
| h roſperity fat me up for hell, and re me 
Ds: the by of Claagheer > lieele cauſe wal gy to; 
(glory in it, and lifrup my heart ns things. Indeed, 
God hath given, (I cannot ſay blefied me with) a falneſs of 
creature-enjoymens z upon theſe my carnal heart (e12et? | 
greedily and ſecurely, nor at all ſaſpeGiing a ſnare lying in| 
theſe things, for the 46in of my ſoul, What are all theſe 
charming pleaſiires , bur ſo many rattles to quiet my ſoul, 
hilſt its damnation ſteals inſenhibly upon 1? What are all 
my buſineſſes and imployments in the world, but ſo many 
iverſions from the buſineſs of life ? There are but two dit- 
ences betwixt me, and the pooreſt llave the deyii hath on 


earth;' 
n. Cartss! 


— 
——_ 
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| am coached to hell in a little more pomp and honour ; 
theſe will have a leſs, and I a greater account in the day of 
reckoning. O that I had never known proſperity ! I am nov 
[tumbling un a green paſture, and ory ſhall be hanging up 
[in the ſhambles in hell ; if this be the belt fruit of my pro- 
| ſpecity, if I were taken captive by cruel Canibalr, a fed 
with the richeſt fare, but withal underſtood, that the defign 
'of it were, to fat me up like a beaſt for them to feed upon ; 
'boy little Romack ſhould I have to their dainties? O my 
foul 1 it were much better for thee to have a ſanctified po- 
verty, which isthe portion of many Saints, than an enſnaring 
proſperity, ſet as a trap to ruin thee for cver. 
| The wiſdom of my God hath allotted me dut ſhort com- 
;mons here, his - providence feeds me, bur from hand to 
(mouth; but I am (and well may be) contented with my 
preſent ſtate ; that which ſveecrens it, is, that I am one of the 
Lords preſerved. How much better is a morſel of bread,and 
44 draught of water ſere, with anexpeRancy of glory here- 
after, than a fat paſture given in, and fitting for the wrath to 
[come > Well, fince the caſe ſtands thus, bleſſed be God for 
my preſent lot z though I have bat little in hand, I have 
'much in hope ; my preſent troubles will ſerve to ſveeten 
[my future joyes ; the ſorrows of this life will give a lu- 
{tre to the glory of the next; that which is now hard to ſuf- 
lfer will then be ſweet to remember ; my ſongs then, will be 
loader than my groans now. 


| The Poem. 

|" Hoſe beafts which for the ſhambles are deſign'd, 
; & In fragrant, flowery Meadows you ſhalFfindg ©» 
| Where they abound wijgh rich and plentuous fare ; 
Whilſt others graze ircommons thin and bare. 


« Thoſe 


earth; ſuch are whipt on to hell by outward miſeries, and 
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 Husbandry fpiritealized; Or, | 
T hole live a ſhort and pleaſant hf: 3 but theſe 
| .| Protract their lives, indry, and ſhorter leas. 
(+)Job 11-13 Thus live the wicked, (1) thus they do abound, 
| With earthly glory, and with honour crown'd, 
Their lofty heads unio th2"ſtars _ 


— — 


| And radiant beams, their ſhinn'g brows attire. 

(a)Job 21.13 | The (2) farreſt portion's ſerv'd up in their diſh, 

((3) ibid, Yea, (3) they have more than their own hearts can wiſh, 
(4) Jam 4-5- Diſlolv'd in (4) pleaſures, crown'd with buds of Cay ; 

| They for a time, in theſe fat paſtures play | 


{ 

(5) Pla.73-9+ | Turnup their (5 )wanton heels againſt the heaven, 

Not underſtanding that this pleaſant life, 

Serves but to-fit them for the Butchers knife, 

In-fragrant Meads, they tumbling are to day, 

(6) Jeb21.13-] To morrow to the (6) ſlaughter led away, 

| Their pleaſure's gone, and yaniſh'd like a bubble 

Which makes their future torments on them (7 ) double, 

Mean while, Gods little flock is ( 8) poor and lean 

Becauſe the Lord did ne're intend, or mean 

This for their portion : and befides doth knory 

Their ſouls(g) prove beſt, where ſhorteſt graſs doth grom, 

Cheer up poor flock, although your fare be thin; 

Yet here 15 ſomething to take comfort in : 

You here ſecurely feed, and need not fear 

Th'infernal Butcher can't approach you here. 

'Tis ſomewhat that, but O, which far tranſcends ! 

Your glorious Shepherd's coming; who intends 

To lead you hence, unto that fragrant hill 

Wherewith green paſtures he his flocks will (1 ) fill. 

On which he from celeſtiakcaſements pours 

The ſweeteſt dews, ahd conſtant gracious ſhowres. 

Along whoſe banks, rivers of pleaſures ſlide 

There his bleſs'd locks, for ever ſhall abide, 

O envy not the worldlings preſent joys | 

Which ” your future mercies are þut _ F | 

Their paſture now is our's dry, and durn'd : 

A  Nauds. oy But then the (2) t_ is ching'd, the tables turn'd, , | 

CHAP. 


Frisk, dance and leap, like full fed beaſts ; and even 
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CHAP. V, 

Good Husbands {abour for poterity, Upon the Hus- 


To after agts ; Saints muſt have an tye, 


- —_ — —_ _— 


OBSERVATION, # 


| DRovident and careſul Husbanemen ds not only labour to 

ſupply their own neceſſities while living. but to lay up 
ſometh ng for their poſterity when they are cone ; 1h:zy do 
not only leave to therr children what their progenitors left 
them, bur they defire to leave it improved and dettered. 
None but bad husbands and ſpend-thrifts are of the mind 
with that Heathen Emperor Tiberius, who having put all into 
ſuch confuſions in the Empire, that it might be thought the | 
world would end with him; yet pleaſed himſelf with this 
apprehenfion, That he ſhould be our of the reach of it ; and 
would often ſay, when I am dead, let heaven and earth min- 
ze; if the world will but hold my time, let it break when 
I am gone : But provident men look beyond their o'vn time, 
and dv very much concern themſelves jn the good or evil of 
their poſterity. 


APPLICATION. 


\Y Hat careful Husbands do, with reſpe& to the pro- 
viſions they make for their children, that all pru- 
dent Chriſtians are bound to do, with reſpe& to the truths 
committed to them, and by them, to be tranſmitted to ſuc- 
ceeding Saints. | 
| Intke firft ages of the world, even till the Ly was given, 
faithful men were inſtead of books & recozds;they Cid by oral 
[tradition convey the truths of God to poſterity zbut Gnce the 
ſacred truth hath been conſigned to writing, no ſuch 'tradi- 


_——_—— 


2angmans care | 


for poſter ty. 
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tion (except full conſentient with that written word) 1sto be} 
received as authentick ; but the truths therein delivered to 
the Saints, are by verbal declarations, open confeſſions, and 
conſtant ſufferings, to be preſerved and delivered from aye 
to ave. This was the conſtant care of the whole cloud of | 
witnefles, both ancient and modern, who have kept the word! 
of Gods patience, and would not accept their own lives, li- 
| berties or eſtates 3 no, nor the whole world in exchange, for! 


' that invaluable treaſure of truth z they have carefully pra-' 


Riſed Solowons Younſel, Prov, 23.23. Buy the truth, but (ell 
ic not; they would not alienate that fair inheritance, for all| 
the inheritances on earth. Upon the ſame reaſons, that you! 
refuſe to part with, or imbezel your eſtates, Chriſtians alſo 
refuſe to part with the truths of God, 

You wall not waſte or alienate your inheritance, becauſe 
it's precious and of great value in your eyesz but much more 
precious, are Gods truths to his people. Lather profefled, he 
would not take the whole world for one leaf of the Bible. | 
Though ſome profane perſons may ſay with Pilate, what is 
truth? yet know, that any one truth of the Goſpel, 15s more 
yorth than all the inheritances upon earth; they are the great! 
things of Gods Lav, and hethat ſells them for the greateſt| 
things in this world, makes a ſoul-undoing bargain, 

You will not walte or part with your inheritance, becauſe 
you knoiy your poſterity will be much wronged by it, They 
that baffle or drink away an eſtate,jdrink the tears of their {ad 
widows, and the very bloud of their impoveriſhed children, | 
The people of God do alſo confider, how much the genera- 
tions to come are concern'd in the conſervation of the truths 
of God for them ; it cuts them to the heart, but to think, 
that their children ſhould be brought up to worſhip damb 


idols, w_ fall y—_ before a wooden or a breaden God, The 
ery birds and beaſts will expoſe their own bygzes to apparent | 
mo of death, to preſerve their young \Religion doth. 
= more intender the hearts and bowels, than nature 
doth. 
You reckon it a foul diſgrace to ſell your eſtates, and be-| 


come Bankrupts ; *tis a word that hears ill among you : And! 
| 


ens —— 
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a Chriſtian accounts it the higheſt reproach in the world, to 
be a traitor tc or an Apeſtate from the truths of God, When 
the primitive Saints were ſtrictly required todeliver up their 
Bibles, thoſe that did ſo, were juſtly branded and huſhe out 


lverers, 


have loſt it, Chriſtians do alſo knowv, how difficult it will be 
for the people of God in times to come, to recover the light 
of the Goſpel again, if once it he extinguiſhed. There is 
no truth of God recovered out of eAntichriſts hands, without 
great wreſtlings, and much bloud. The Church may call e- 
very point of reformed doctrine and diſcipline fo recovered, 
her Napbthalies ; for with great wreſtlings, ſhe hath wreſtled 
for them. Earneſtly contending for the faith, once delivered to 
bem, Jude 3. | 

Toconclude, rather than you will part with your eſtates, 
= wil chuſe to ſuffer many wants and hardſhips all your 
wes ;z you will fare hard, and go bare, to preſerve what you 
ave ſor your poſterity : But the people of God have pur 
themſelves upon far greater hardſhips than theſe, to preſerve 
truth ; they have choſen to ſuffes reproaches, poverty, pri- 
ſons, death, and the moſt cruel torments, rather than the loſs 
of Gods truth. All the Marryrologies will inform you, what 
their ſufferings have been, to keep the word of Gods pati- 
ence ; they have boldly told their enemies, that they might 
pluck their hearts out of their bodies, but ſhould never pluck 
the truth out of their hearts. 


REFLECTIONS. 


BR unbelieving heart ! how have I flinched and ſhrunk 
from trath when it hath been in danger? I have rather 
choſen to leave it, than my life, liberty or eſtate, as a prey 
to the enemy. I have left trath, and juſt it is, that the God 


of their company, under the odious title of Traditores, or de-! 


You are ſo loath to part with your eſtates, becauſe you ' 
know it's hard recovering an eſtate again, when once you , 


of truth ſhould leave me. Cowardly ſoul, that durſt not|fers 


| 


| 
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2 
A Refle&ion 
Ir cowardly 
and faint- 
hearted Profel- 


makea ſtand for truth yea, rather dold and daring _ 
that 


| 
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'A ReficRion 
tor luch as are 

(in quier poſleſ- 
'{efl10n of rruch, 
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| 


hw with thy people. 


that woaldſt rather venture to look a wrathful God, than an; 
ngry manin the face, 1 would not own and preſerve the 
truth, and the God of truth ivall not own me, 2 7im. 2, 12, 
If ne deny him, he will deny #5. 

\ Lord! unto me haſt tho: committed the precjons treaſure 
ind rcuſt of trutf; 2nd as 1 received it, ſo do I defire to de. 


'1ver it to the generations to come, that the people which 
 17e yet unborn, may praife the Lord. God forbid T ſhon}d 


ever pat with ſuch a fair inheritance, and thereby begger| 
my on, and thouſands of ſonls ! Thou haſt given me thy; 
truth, and the world hates me, I well know that is the ground! 
of the quarrel 3 would I but throw truth over the walls, hoy 
ſoon would a retreat be ſounded to all perſecutors ? But,: 
Lord / thy truth is invaluably precious ; what a vile thing is: 
my bluud; compared with the leaſt of all thy truths? T 
haſt charged me not to ſell it, and in thy ſtrength I reſolve] - 
never to lift a fine, and cut off that golden line, whereby thy 
truths are entailed upon thy people, from generation to ge- 
neration : My friends may go, my liberty go, my blond may 
g0; but as for thee, precious truth, thou ſhalt never go. 
How dear hath this inheritance of truth coſt ſome Chri- 
ſtians> how little hath it coſt us > We areentred into their 
hboursz we reap in peace, what they ſowedin tears ; yet, 
in bloud. O the grievous ſufferings that they choſe to endure! 
rather than to deprive us of ſuch an inheritance, thoſe noble 
ſouls, heated _—_ the love of Chriſt, and care for our ſouls, 
made many bold and brave adventures for itz and yet, at 
what a lov rate do we value, what coſt them ſo dear ? like 
young heirs, that never knew the getting of an eſtate, we 
ſpend it freely, Lord, help us thankfully and diligently to 
improve thy truths, while we ara in quiet poſleſſion of then, 
Such intervals of peace and reſt, are uſnally of no Jong con- 


> ee em. 
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The P;em. 


A Pablick ſpirit ſcorns to plant no root 

But ſuch from which himſelf may gather fruit. 
For thus he reaſons, if I reap the gains 

Of my laborious predeceſſors pains ; 

Hoy equal is it, that ny 

Shoutd reap the fruits of preſent induſtry > 

Should every age but ſerve its turn, and take 

No thought for future times? it ſoon would make 
A Bankrupt world, and ſo entail a curſe 

From age to age, as 1t gro'vs worſe and worſe, 
Our Chriſtian predeceſlors careful thus 

Have deen(1) to leave an heritage to us 


Chriſts precivus truths (2) conſerved in their dlood, 
For no leſs price thoſe truths our fathers ſtood. 
They have tranſmitted, would not (3) alienate 
From us their children, ſuch a fair eſtate. 
We eat what they did ſet, and ſhall truth fail 
In our dayes? ſhall wecut off th'entail ? 
Or end the lime of honour ? nay, what's worſe 
Gwe future ages cauſe to hate, and curſe 
Our memories? like Naboth, may this age 
Part with their bloud, ſooner than heritage. 
Let pity move us, let.us think upon 
Our (4) childrens ſouls ; when we are dead, and gone. 
Shall they poor ſouls, in darkneſs grope, when we 
Put out the light, by which they elſe might ſee 
The way to glory? yea, 'vhat's worſe ? ſhall jc 
Be ſaid in time to come (5 ) Chrilt did commit 
A precious treaſure, purchas'd by his blood ; 1 
To us, for ours z and for our childrens good ? 
But we like cowards, falſe, perfiduous men ; 
For carnal eaſe, loſt it, our ſelves, and them. . . 


_ 
o 
Us 


(1) Rev, 3.15 | 


| (2: )Rev.1z.11, 
'(3 ) Heb.x1.37 
| 
; 


| 


tKing,z1.2, 


| 
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| 
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(5) Jude 3. | 
| 
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Q letus leave to after ages more, 4 
Than we receiv'd from all that went before, 

That thoſe to come may bleſs the Lord, and keep 
Oar names alive, when we in duſt ſhall ſleep 


| 


CHAP. VI. 
Ltipon the Hus 


bandmans care | Dteds for your Lands = prove, andheep with care, | 
| 


[to prove 2nd 0 that for heayen you but a5 careful were, 
preſ:ryc his 
,D:cds. 


—— 
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OBSERVATION. 


om 


VE generally find, men are not more carefal in trying | 
gold, or in keeping it, than they are in examinirg| 
their Deeds, and preſerving them z theſe are virtually they 


« hole eſtate, and therefore it concerns them to be careful & 
them : If they _— flaiv in their Leaſe or Deed, they 
repair to the ableſt Counſel, ſubmit it to his judgment, make 
the worſt of their cauſe, and query about all the ſuppoſeadle 
dangers with him ; if he tell them their caſe is ſuſpicious 
and hazardous, hoiw much are they perplexed and troubled? 
they can neither eat, drink, or ſleep in peace, till they have! 
a good ſettlement ; and willing they «re to be at much coſt 
and pains to obtain it. : | 


APPLICATION. | 
| 


1 


Heſe caresand fears, with which you are perplex2d in 

ſuch caſes, may give you a little glimpſe of thoſe trou- 
bles of ſoul, with which the people of God are perplexed 
about their eternal condition, which- perhaps you have bee" 
hitherto unacquainted with, and therefore {lighted them, 35/ 
phankes and whimſies, I ſay, your own ſears and troubles, it 
ever yeu were ingaged by a cunning and powerful adverſary 


_————” 
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ina Law-ſuit for your eſtate, may give you a little glimpſe 
of ſpirirual troubles ; and indeed it 1sno more bur aglitnple 
of it : For, -as the loſs of an earthly (though fair) 1inheri- 
tance, is but a trifle to the loſs of God, and the ſoul to eter 
nity z ſo you cahnot but imagine, that the cares, fears, and 
| olicitudes of ſouls about theſe things, are much, very much 
!beyond yours, Let us compare the caſes, and ſee how,they 
|anliver to each other. 

; You haveevidences for your eſtates, and by them you hold 
hat you have in the yorld, They alſo have evidences fot 
[their eſtate in Chriſt, and glory to come ; they hold all in 
[(capite, by vertue of theic intermarriage with Jeſus Chcilt ; 
tzey come to be enſtated in that glorious inheritance, con- 
tained in the Covenant of grace, You have their tznare ih 


.. 


| 


\that Scripture, 1 Cor, 3+ 23, 23. All is yours, for ye are, 
;Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods, Faith unites them to him 3 and 
after they believe, they are ſealed by the Spirit of promiſe, 
Eph, 1. 13- yay can lay claim to no promiſe upon any 0-| 
ther ground; this is their title to all that they own as 
theirs. 
It often falls out; that after the ſealing and executing of 
your Dzeds or Leaſes, an adverſary finds ſome dubiousclauſe 
in them, and thereupon commences a Suit of Laiy with you, 
'Thus it frequently falls out with the people of God, who 
aftertheir believing and ſealing time, hive doubts and ſcru- 
ples raiſed in them about their title. Nothing is more com- 
;mon, than ſor the devil and theixg ovn unbelief to ſtart con- 
[troverſies, and raiſe ſtrong objections againſt their intereſt 
lin Chriſt, and th: Covenant of promiſes. Theſe are cunnin 
'and potent adyerſacies, and do maintain long debates wit 
[the gracious ſonl, and reaſon ſo cunningly and ———_ 
\withit, that it can by no means extricate and ſatis e it ſelf $ 
alvayes alledging, that their title 1s worth nothing, which} 
thy poor foals are but too apt to ſuſpe&. _ 
All the while that a Suit in Law is depetding about your 
title, you have but little comfort or benefit from your eſtate; 
= cannot look upon it as your owns nor lay out moneys un 


[ding or dreſſing, for fear you ſhould loſe all at faſt, Juſt 
i -_ Tn 2__{hvs 


_ 
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CE EE EEE CIs wm 
2as Itands toe Cale with doudting Chriſtians, they have lutle 
comfort from the molt comfortable promiſes, littls benefit 
from the ſ;vectelt duties and Ordinances z they put off thei, 
»yn comforts, and ſay. If we were ſure, that all this were 
vars, ive could then rejoyce inthem : But alas ! our title is 
dubious, Chriſt is a precio”s Chrilt , the promiſes are com-! 
ſorta>le things; bur what if they be none of ours? Ah ! hon, 
litt'e oth the doubting Chriſtian maxe of kis large and rich 
inheritance ? | 
You dare not truſt your own judgments in ſach caſes, but! 
ſtate your caſe to ſuchas are learned in the Luvs; and are! 
villing to get the ableſt Counſel you canto adviſe you : $0; 
re poor dcubtirg Chriſtiars, they carry their Caſcs ics 
Chriſtian to Chriſtian, aod from Miniſter to Miniſter, vitt 
ſuch requeſt; as theſe, Pray tell me, what do you thirk «| 
my condition? deal plainly and faithfally with me ; theſe 
be my grounds of doubting, and theſe my grounds of hope. 
O nice nothing from me! And if they all agree that thzir 
caſe is good, yet they cannot be ſatisfed till God ſay ſo too, 
and confirm the word of his ſervants ; and therefore they] 
carry the caſe often before himy un ſuch words as thoſe, Pſa, 
139. 23,24+ Stirch me, O God, and know my b:ort ; try me, 
aud know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any w19 of wickedne(1 
il Me, | 
You have little quiet in your ſpirits, till the Caſe be re-: 
ſolved, your meat and drink doth you little good ; you can- 
[not ſleep in the night, becauſe theſe troubled thoughts are 
ever returning upon you : What if I' ſhould be turn'd oat 
of all at laſt? $o it1s with gracious ſouls, their eyes are; 
held waking in the night, by. reaſon of the troubles of their 
hearts, P/al, 77, 4+ Sach fears as theſe are frequently re- 
|thrning upontheie hearts. What if I ſhould be found a ſelf- 
deceiverat laſt ? What if I do but hug a phantaſm inſtea* 
of Chriſt > how can this, or that, conſiff with grace ? Thei 
meat and drink doth'them little good ; their bodies are bo 
macerated, by the troubles of their ſouls, _ 
You will not make the beſt of your condition, when you! 
ate your Caſe to a faithful Counſellor ; neither will they,! 
at 
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but oft-times (poor penſve ſouls) they make it much worſe 
than indeed it 183 caarge themſelve; with that which God 


never charged them with, though this b2 neither their Wiſe | 
'dom, nor their duty ; but the fears of miſcarryung make | 


them ſiſpect f; and, in a'l they do or nave. | 

Laſtly, when your title 13 clezred, your hearts are eaſed ; 
yea, not only cated, dat everzoyed ; though not in that de- 
2ree, nor With tne ſame kind of joy » that the hearts of 
Chraſtiars are overfloed, when the Lord fpeaks peace to 
their ſouls, O wvelcom the ſyeer morning light, after a te- 
dious night of darkneſs z now tney can eat their bread with 


conſort, and drink their ivanz (yea if ite but water) with a 
erry heart, Eccleſ, g. 7. 


REFLECTIONS, 


| 
| 
i 
| 
©) Hoy hath my ſpirit been toſſed and harrieds* when I | 
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ave met With troubles and clamours/about my eſtate ! | ſouls Kuflicti. 


2ut 48 tor ſpiritual troubles, and thoſe ſoul-perplexing caſes, | - 


'thit Chriſtians ſpeak of, I underſtand but little of them, I 
[never cal/ed my everlaſting ſtate in queſtion, nor brak? an 
;nours lcep upon any ſuch account, Ah, my ſupine and care- | 
leſs ſoul 1 little haſt thou regarded how matters ſtand, in re- | 
fzrehce to eternity ! I have ſtrongly conceited, dut never | 
|throughly examined, th2. validity of -my title to Chritt and | 
| his promiſes z nor am I able totell, if my own conſcience | 
ſhould demand, whereupon my claim is groanded ! 

O my ſoul 1 why art thou ſo unwilling to examine how 
matters ſtand betwmxe God and thee ? art thau afraid to look | 
| unto- thy condition? leaſt by finding thine- hypecrifie ,. thou 
 houldeſt loſe thy peace 5, or rather thy ſecurity< To waat 
| purpoſe will it be to ſhut thine eyes againſt the light of con- 
| v18tzon, unleſs thou couldſt alſo find out a ay to prevent 
| thy condemnation ? Thou ſeeſk other ſouls, how attentively 
[they wait under the word, for any thing that may ſpeak to 
\teur conditions, Doubtleſs theu halt heard, how frequearly 
and ſeriouſly they have ſtated their conditions, and opened 
here caſes to the Minifers of Chriſt, But thou, O my ſoul ! 


haſt \ 


| 
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| ' 
| | haſt no ſuch caſes to put, no doubts to be reſolved ; thou wilt! 
leave all to the deciſion of the great day, and not trouble thy 
| ſelf about it now, Well, God will decide it, but littleto thy 
comfort. f 

"Y I have heard hoiv ſome hayz been perplexed by litigious| 
The doubring | adverſaries, but I believe none have been ſo toffed with| 
ſouls Refic- |fears, and diſtratted with doubts, as I have been about the 
Qion. ſtate of my ſoul. Lord, what ſhall I do? I have often car- 

ried my doubts and ſcruples to thine Ordinances, waiting 
for ſatisfaftion to be ſpoken there, I have carried them to 
; thoſe I have judged skilful and faithful, begging their reſolu- 
tion and help, but nothing will ſtick, Still my fears are Caily 
renewed, O my God, do thou decide my caſe! tell me hoy 
the ſtate ſtands betivixt thee and me; my dayes conſume ir 
trouble, I can neither do, or enjoy any good, whillt things 
are thus with me z all my earthly enjoyments are dry and 
uncomfortadle things ; yea, which is much worſe, all my 
duties and thine Ordinances prove fo too, by reaſon of the 
troubles of my heart} I am no ornament to my profeſſion, 
nay, I ama Sr——_— and Rumbling-block to otners} 
I will hearken and hear what God the Lord will ſpeak, 0 
that it might be peace ! if thou do not ſpeak it none c:n; 
and when thou aoſt, keep thy ſervant from returning agun 
to folly, leſt I make freſh work for an accuſing conſcience, 
and give new matter to the advegſary of my ſoul ! 

. But thou (my ſoul) enjoyeft a double mercy from thy 
WIFAS bountiful God, who hath not only given thee a ſound title, 
[Chriſtians Re- [but alſo the clear evidence and knoivledge thereof. I am g:- 
(Hediion. | thering, and daily feeding upon the full ripe fruity of aflu- 
rance, which grow the top boughs of faith, whilſt mz- 

of my poor bret drink their 'own rears, and have 
their teeth broken with gravel ſtones, Lord, thou haſt fe! 
my ſoul upon her bigh places, but let me not exalt my ſelf, 
decauſe thou haſt exalted me ; nor grow wanton becauſe | 
walk at liberty, leſt for the abnſe of ſuch precious liberty, 
pa: my old chains upon me,and ſhut vp my ſoul again in! 


» | 
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The Poem. 


En can't be quiet till thzy be aſſur'd 

That their eſtate is good, and well ſecur'd, 
To able Counſel they their Deed ſubmit 
Intreating them with care t'examine it 

Fearing ſome clauſ: an enemy may wreſt, 

' O: finda flaw z wherevy he may develt 

Them, and their children. O who can but ſee 

How wiſe men in theic geae-ation de ! 


Bat do they (1) equal cares and fears expreſ; 
About their everlaſting happineſs ? 

[[n ſpiritual things *tvould grieve ones heart to ſee 
What (2) careleſs fools, theſe careful men can be, 
They a& like men of common ſenſ2 dereaven, 
Secure their Lands z and they'l truſt God for heaven, 
Hov many Caſes have you to ſubmi', _ 

To Lvvyers judgments ? (3) Miniſters may (it 
From week to week, and yet not ſee the face 

Of one that brings a ſoul concerning Caſe. 

Yea, which is worſe ; how ſeldom do you cry 

To God for counſel > ( 4) or beg him to try 


Your hearts ; and ſtri&2ſt inquuiition make 
[nto your ſtate, diſcover your miſtake» 


O ſtupid ſeals 1 clouded with ignorance, 

Is Chriſt, and heaven no (5) fair inheritance 
Compar'd with yours? or is (6) eternity 

A ſhorter term than yours ? that you ſhould ply 

The one ſo cloſe, and totally neglect 

The other ; asnot worth your leaſt reſpec. 

Perhaps the Devil whoſe plot from Jon's conceal'd, 


Perſwades your title's good 3 and firmly ſeal'd * 


_— 


Luk, 16.8, 
(4)aR 18.17. 


(z)Jol.t 1.2, 


(3) I'a.32.9, 
loa,L1; 


4. 
(6) x Car, 4. | 
18, 
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(4) Plal. IJ9:' 
23- | 


(fe) Phil. 3-3]. 
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—_ | By God's ovn Spirit z thongh you never found 
(7)Eph.1.23- One a& of ſaving grace (7) to lay a ground 


For that perſwahon. Soul he hath thee faſt, 
Though x not let thee knoy it till the lalt, 


Lord waken finners, make them underſtand 


'Twixt thee, and them ; how rawly matters ſtand. 
Give them no quiet reſt, until they ſee 
Their ſouls ſecur'd, better than Lands can be, 
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Occaſional Meditations | 
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BIRDS, BEASTS, TREES, FL ow. 


ERS,R1VERS, and other Objets | 
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| MEDITATIONS on Birds. 


MEDIT. Ll. 
| Upon the ſinging of 4 Nightingaie, 


IH O that hears ſuch various, raviſhing, and ex- | 
quifiee melody, would imagine the dird 
that makes it, to be of ſo ſmall and contempti- 
ble a body, and feather > her charming voice | 
inzaged not only mine attentive car, but my 

' feetalſo, ro make a nearer 2pproach to that ſhady buſh, ;. 
Vhich that excellent Muſician ſite vailedz and the nearer I | 
cane, the ſvecter the melody 11:11 ſeemed to be 5 bue wher 
'I nad deſcried the bird her ſelf, and found her to be little big- 
ger, and no better feather'd thin a ſparrow, it gave my 
thoughts the occaſion of this following application. 

This Bird ſeems to me the lively emblem of the formal hy- 
pocrite, (2) In that ſhe is more in ſound than ſubſlance, | 


| 
| 
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a loud and excellent voice, but a little deſpicable dudy ; and 
it recall'd to my thoughts the ſtory of Plu;arch, who hearing 
2 N:gatwgale, defired to have one killed to feed upon, not 
[quelt,onuvg but ſhe would pleaſe the palate as well as the 
ear z but wh2n the Nightingale was brought him, and he ſar; 
[what a poor little creature it was, Truly {aid he, thou a:t zox 
& preterea nibil, a meer voice and nothing elſe : $0 is the hy- 
,pocrite; did a man near him ſome times in more publick c:1- 
;ti:s and diſcourſes, O thinks he, what an excellent man :s 
[this | what a choic? and rare ſpirit is he of ? but tol'o'y him 
[home, obſerve him in his private converſation and r-tirc- 
ments, 2a :dthen you will jadge' Plyrarchs note as applici- 
'ble to him as the Nightingale.” (3) This Bird  05ſerv2dto 
charm moſt ſweetly, and ſer her ſpirits all on work, when 
ſhe perceives ſhe hath ingaged attention 3 ſodoth the hypo- 
crite, who lives and feeds upon the applauſe and commenda- 
tion of his admirers, and cares little tor any of theſe dutizs 
which bring in no returns, of praiſe from mep ; \hg. 3s little 
pleaſed with afilent melody nJ private pleaſure betwixt God 
land his own ſoul. | 


Sctire twam nibil ft niſs te [cire toc ſciar alter. 
Alas! his knowledze 1s not worth a pin, 
If he proclaim not what he hath within. 


He is more for the Theatre than the Cloſet, and of ſuch 
Chriſt ſaith, Veril they have their 1 »ward. (3) Naralift: 
/bſerve the Nightingale to be an ambitious _ that can- 


not endare tobe out-vied by any, ſic 'vill rather chaſe to d1* 
[chan be excell'd ; a norable inſtance whereof weave in the 
following pleaſant Poem, tranſlated out of Str, concern- 
ng the Nig:tingale and 2 Lutaniſt, 


Norv the declining Sun did downward bend 
From higher heavens, and from his locks did ſend 
A milder fiame, whenneer to 7 bers flow 

A Lutaniſt allayed his careful wo, 


— 


— 


| A Nightingale o'reheard him that did uſe 
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With ſounding chirms, and in a greeny ſeat 
Of ſhady Oak, took ſhe!ter from the heat 


To ſojourn in the neighbour Groves, the muſe 
That fill 'd the place, the Syrene of the wood 
(Poor harmiels Syrene) ſtealing neer ſhe ſtood 
Cloſe lurking in the leaves attentively 
Recording that anwonted melody. 
She con'd it to her ſelf, and every ſtrain 
His fingers play'd her throat return'd again. 
The Lutaniſt perceiv'd an anſ-cer ſent 
From ta*1mitating Bird, and was content 
To ſhew her play, more fully than in haſte 
He tryes hi: L1te and giving her a taſte 
Of the enſuing quarrel, nimbly beats 
On all his ſtrings, as nimbly ſhe repeats 
And wildly ranging 0're a thouſand keys 
Sounds a ſhrill warning of her afcer l1yes; 
With ro'vling hand che Lataniſt then plyes 
The tremblmg th-eeds fometimes in ſcornfal wiſe 
He bruſhes down the ftrings and irikes them all 
With one even ftroke, then r11kes them ſeveral 
Andculls them o're 2g2it», his ſparkling joints 
With bale defcunt mimcing on the points 
Reach back again vith nim'>le to:ch, then ſtayes. 
The bi:d replies, and art with 2-7 ropays. 
Sometimes as Ono "1n2+p27t, and in doubt 
How ſhe might weild her voice, ſhe draweti out 
Her tone at large, ond doth ut hilt prepare 
ſolemn ſtrain, nor rear'd 11h wincirg air, 
But with an equal pitch, ard contact tlifoat 
Makes cleer the pſſ2g2 fo: ':2r gliding note 3 
hen croſ:-divitton verily he playes 
And loudly chanting ont her quickett {ayes 
Poyſes the ſonnd, and » 1 2 quivering voice 
Falls hack 2v1in; be wondring hoy fo choice 
$0 var10us harmony could me one 
From ſuch a lictle throat, doth go about 
Ha 3 
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Come harder Leſ ons, ana with wondrous art 
Changing the ſtrings doth up the trevle Cart 

Ani downward mite the Baſe, with painful ſtroke 
He beats; and as the T rumpet dota provoke 
Sluggards to tight, even ſo his wanton sK11l 

With mingled diſcord joyns th2 hoarſe ard fhrill,} 
The Bird this alſo tunes, and vhullt ſhe cuts 

Sharp notes with melting voice, »nd mingled puts 
Meaiures of middle ſound, then {.:ddenly 

She thanders-deep and jugs it inwardly 

With gentle murmur, cleer and dull the tings 

By courſe, as when the martial warning rings z 
B-liev*t the Minſtrel bluſhe, with apgry mood 
Irflam'd (quoth he) thou Chantreſs of thz wood 
Either from thee I'le bear the price away 

Or vanquiſhe, break my Lute without delay» 
Unimitable accents then he ſtrains 

His hand flyes on the ſtrings, in one he chains 

Far difterent numbers, chaſing here and there 
And all the ſtrings he labours every where z 

Both flat and ſharp he ſtrikes, and ſtately grows 
To prouder ſtrains, and backward as he goes 
Doubly divides, and clofing up his layes 

Like a fall Quire, aſhivering conſort playes ; 
Then pauthng itood in expeRation 

Of hiscorrival, nor durſt anſwer on. 

But ſhe, when practiſe long her throat had whet 
Enduring not to yield, at once doth ſet 

Her ſpirits all towork, and all in vain; 

For whilſt ſhe labours to expreſs again 

With natures imple voice ſuch divers keys 

With ſlender pipes ſuch lofty notes as theſe 

O're matcht with high deſigns, o're matcht with wo, 
Juſt at the laſt enco!nnter of her foe 

She faints, ſhe dyes, falls on his inſtrument 

That conquer'd her, a fitting monument. 

So far even little ſouls are driven on 

Struck with a vertuous emulation, 


—— —_— 


—— ._—___ NS —_—_ ———— — 


OO EEE ——— 


—O_—_ « C3 xe " *, ve ; - " TRY 
And cven ai far are hypocrites Ccriven on by their ambj« 
' tion and pride, which 15 the ſpur that provokes them in their 


: | » @ 
| rel19194us duties. 


MEDIT. II, 


ltpon the ſogbt of many ſmall Birds chir ing atout 

| 4 dead Hawk. 
[TFEaring a whole quire of Birds chirping and tivink- 
ig together, it ingaged my cunohty a lietle to en- 
aire into th? occaſion of that convocation, which mine 


Occaſuonal Meditations, 7 <a: 


ev2 quickly inform'd me of z for I perceived a dead Hawk in 
[the duſh, about which they made ſuch a noiſe, ſeeming to tri- 
\umph atthe death of their enemy ; and I could not dlame| 
'themto ſing his knell, who like a { 4znibal was wont to feed 

ap5n their living bodies ; tearing them limb from limb, and} 
(caring them with his frigheful appearance. This Bird which} 
| living, was ſo formidable, being dead the pooreſt Wren or | 
[Titmouſe fears not to chirp or hop over. This brings to my 

| thoughts the baſe and ignoble ends of the greateſt Tyrants 

and greedy ingrofſers of the world, of whom (whilſt living) 
| men were more afraid than birds of a Hawk, but dead be- 
came objects of contempt and ſcorn. The death of fuck Ty- 
rants is both inglorious and unlamented z When the xiched pe- 
ith, there 1s ſhouting, Prov, 11. 20. Which was exemplified 
tothe life at the death of Nero, of whom the Poet thus ings, 


Cam mor: crudelem rapuiſſet (494 Neronens | 
Credibile oft multos Roman agitaſſe joc0s. | 
When cruel Nero dyed th' Hiſtorian tells. 

How Rome did mourn with Bonefires, Plays and B-lls, 


| 

| Remarkable for contempt and ſhame have the ends of ma« 
;hy bloudy Tyrants beenz ſo Pewpey the great, of whom 
\ Clandian the Poet (ings, 

Nudu 
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Nadu: peſcit aves jacet en qui pſſudet orbems 
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Bird: eat his fleſh, lo now he cannot have 
Who rul'd the world, a ſpace to uwiake a grave, 


The like is (toried of eAlexandey the great, who lay un- 
duried hart; dayes, and Willizm the Co QUC! Or, with Many 
other ſuch Birds of prey z whillt a beneficial and holy life is 
aſually cloſed up in an honourable and mach lamented 
death, 

For mine own part, I wiſh I may ſo order my converſ- 
tion in the world, that I may live when I am dead im the af- 
tections of the belt, and leave an honourable t-1timony in 
the conſciences of the worlt ; that I may oppreſgione, d 
good to all, and ſay when I dye, as good 4mtro/e did, I an 
|neither aſhamed to live, nor afraid to dye. 
| ; 


' 


MEDIT, 1II. 


| Hpon the ſight of a Black-bird taking ſanAuary in 4 | 
bujh from a purſune Hank, 


Hen ſaw how hardly the poor bird was put to it to 

V ſave her ſelf from her enemy, who hover'd jult over 
'the buſh in which ſhe was fluttering and ſqueeking, I coule 
[not but haſten to relieve her, (pity an ſaccour being de 
[debt to the diſtreſſed) which when I ha | done, the bird wou! | 
[not depart from the buſh, tho:gh her enemy were gone z tis 
lat of kindneſs was abundantly repaid by this Meditation» 
! with which I returned to my walk. My ſoul, like this Bire, 
vas once diſtreſſed, purſued, yea, ſeized by Satan, who fc 
certainly made a prey of it, had not Jeſus Chriſt been a {au- 
(Qtuary to it inthat hour of danger. How ready did I fins 
him to receive my poor ſoul into his proteQtion? then did he 

\make good that ſweet promiſe to my experience, Tt ofe taat 
Come 
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-oM2 unto me, 1 will 1n no wiſe caſt our, It call'd ro mind | 
that pretty and pertinent ſtory of the Philoſoph:r , ho | 
ralking in th2 fields, a Bird purſued by a Hawk, flevv into | 
is boſom ; he took her ont, and ſaid, Poor Bird, I zill nei- | 
ter wrong thee, nr rxp'ſ+ thee to thine enemy, ſince then cameſs | 
mnt» me for refuge. So tender, and m9:e thin ſo, is the Lard | 
[eſns to diflr2fled ſouls, thar com? unto him, Bleled Jeſus! 

oy ſhould I love and praiſe thee? glorifte and admir? thee, | 
'oc that great ſalvation thou haſt wrought for me. IF this | 
(Bird had fallen into the claws of her enemy, ſhe had been | 
[ror to pieces indeed, and devoured, but thn a fer minutes 
(had diſpatch: her, and ended all her pain and miſery z bat had 
| my ſoul fallen into the hand of Satan, there had been no end 
lof its miſery,  , 
| Would not this ſcared Bird be fluſht our of the buſh that 
ſecured her, though I had chaſed away her enemy? and wilt 
thou (my ſoul) ever be inticed or ſcared from Chriſt thy re- 
vge 2 Olet this for ever ingage thee to keep cloſe to Chril!, | 
rd make me ſay with Ezra; and noiy, O Lord ! fince thou | 
haſt given m2 ſuch a deliverance as this, ſhould I again break | 
ty commandments ? 


MEDIT. Iv. 


pon the fight of divers Lennets intermingling with 
| 4 flock of Sparrows. 

| A X Ethinks theſe Birds do fitly reſemble the gaudy Cour- 
| tiers, and the plain peaſantsz ho ſpruce and richly | 
{adorned with ſhining and various coloured feathers , (like 
ſcarlet, richly laid with gold and {lver lace) are thoſe? how | 
(plaint c'ad, in a home-ſpun Countrey ruflet are theſe ?| 
| Fine feathers (ſaith our P:overb) make proud birds; and 
| vet the feathers of the Sparrov, are as uſeful and beneficial, 
; both for warmth and flight, though not ſo gay and ornamen- 
tal as the others; and if both were ſtript out of their fea- 
 thers, 
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taers, the Sp 2rrow would prove the better Bird of -the two! 
yy vhich 1 lee, that the greateſt worth doth not alwayes le] 
\nder the fineſt cloaths. And beſides, God can mak? mean 
nd homely garments as uſeful and b2neficzal to poor delpiſed| 
Chriſtians, as the ruffling and ſhining garments of wanton 
Gallants are to th:m 3 and when God ſhall ſtrip men out of 
21l external excellencies, theſe will be fonnd to excel their 
glittering n2ighbours, in true worth and excellency. 

Little would a man think ſuch rich treaſures of grace,| 
viſdom, humulity, &c. lay under ſome ruſlet Coats. | 


Seje ſub attrita latitat ſapientia veſte. | 
Under poor garments more true worth may be, | 
Than under tilks that whiſtle, who but he ? | 

Whilſt on the other ſide, the heart of the wicked (as Sls 
mon hath obſerved) js little worth, how much ſoev2r his| 
cloaths be worth. Alas ! it falls out too frequently among) 
us, as it doth with men in the Indies, who walk over the rich 
veins of gold and filver Oar, which lyes hid under a ragged 
and barren ſurface, and know it not. For my own part, I de-! 
fire not to value any man by what is extrinſecal and worldly, 
ut by that true internal excellency of grace, which makes 
the face to ſhine in the eyes of God and good men : I woule| 
contemn a vile perſon, though never ſo glorious in the eye! 
of the world ; but honour ſuch as fear the Lord, hoy ſordid 
:nddeſpicable ſoever to appearance. 


—————  — 


MEDIT. V. 


Uponthe ſight of a Robtin-red-breaft picking up a wirn 
from a Mole-hill then raiſing. | 


(Jing the Mole working induſtriouſly beneath, ind! 
4 the Bird watching ſo intently above z I made a ſtand 0 
obſerve the iſlue, Whenin a little time the bird deſcends and 


ſerzes; 
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ſeizes upon a worm, which I perceived was crawling apace 
from the enemy below that hunted her, but fell to the ſhare 
of another which from above waited for her. My thoughts 
\prelently ſuggeſted theſe Meditations from that occahon ; 
ime thought this poor worm ſeem'd to be the Emblem of my 
poor ſoul, which is more endangered by its own luſts of 
ride and covetouſneſs, than this worm was by the Mole and 
|Bird; my pride, like the aſpiring Bird watches for it above; 
\my covetouſneſs, like this ſubterranean Mole, digging for it 
beneath. Poor ſoul 1 what a ſad Dilemma art thou brought 
to? If thou go down into._the cay2rms of the earth, there 
|thou art a prey to thy covetouſneſs that hunts thee 3 and if 
thou aſpire, or but creep upward, there thy pride waits to 
{enſnare thee. Diſtreſſed ſoul 1 whither wilt thou go ? aſcend 
thou mayeſt, not by a vainelation, but by a heavenly conver- 
(ation, beſide which, there is no way,for thy preſervation 3 
!the way of life is adove to the wiſe, &c, 
| Again, I could not but obſerve the accidental benefit this 
_ armleſs Bird obtained by the labo1r of the Mole, who 


| ing intentionally for her ſelf, anburroughed and ferrited 


me this worm for the Bird, who yu was ungry enough, 
| me 


and conld not have been relieved for this ti t by the 
Mole, the fruit of whoſe labours ſhe now fed upon, Even 
[thus the Lord ofc-times makes good his word to his people : 
The nealth of the wicked is laid up for the juſt. And again, The | 
earth ſball help the woman, This was fully exemplified in Da- | 
vid, to whom Nabel that charliſh mack-worm ſpeaks all in 
eſfives. | Shall I take my bread? &c, and give it to one I 
nov not whom ; and yet David reaps the fruit of all the! 
pains and toyl of Nabal at laſt, Let it never incourage me to' 
wleneſs, that God ſometimes gives his people the fruit of 
others ſweaty but if providence reduce me to neceſſity, and 
diſable me from helping my ſelf, 1 doubt not then but it will 
provide inſtruments to do it, The Bird was an hungry and 


! 


\could not dig. 


I 1 MEDIT. 


" Ocroonel Meditations. 


— 


MEDIT. VI. 
Upon the ſhooting of two Finches fighting in the Aij, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Ow ſoon hath deathended the quarrel betwixt theſe two/ 
littlz Combatants 1 had they agreed better, they might 
have lived longer z *twas their own contention, that gay? 
both the opportunity and provocation of their death ; an: 
though living they could not, yet being dead they can lye 

quietly together in my hand. 
Fooliſh Birds, was it not enough that Birds of prey 
watched to devour them, but they muſt peck and ſcratch one 
another > Thus have I ſeen the Birds of Paradiſe (SaintsI 
mean) tearing and wounding each other, like ſo many birds 
of prey, and by their anchriſtian conteſts giving the occaſion] 
of thear commen ruin ; yea, and that not only when at li- 
berty, as theſe were, but when incaged alſo ; and yet, as one: 
well obſerves, if ever Chriſtians will agree, *twill either be! 
in a priſon,or in heaven;for in a priſon their quarrelſom luſts 
| ye low, and in heaven they ſhall be utterly done away. | 
But O! what pity is it, that thoſe who ſhall agree ſo per-! 
fectly in heaven, ſhould bite and devour each other upon| 
earth ? that it ſhould be ſaid of them, as one ingeniouſly ob-| 
ſerved, who ſaw their carcaſes lye together, as if they had' 
lovingly embraced each other, who fell together by a Duel, 
yanta amicitia ſe invicem amplettiuntur ; qui mutua & implaci-! 
bili inimicitia peri:runt ? | | 
| Imbracing one another, now they lye | 
| Who by each others bloudy hands did dye. | 
| Or as he ſaid, who obſerved how quietly and peaceadly 
the duſt and bones, even of enemies did lye cogeine in the: 
gravez Non tanta vivi pace cenjuntti efſets ; you did not live! 
together ſo peaceably. If conſcience of Chriſts command! 
will not, yet the conſideration of common ſafety ſhould, 
powerfully perſwade to unity and amity, | 
MEDI of 
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/ball ne ſing the Lords ſongs, in 4 _ Land? *'Tis like e- 


li 


——  Occafional Meditations: 


MEDIT. VIL 
pon the finging of a blind Finch by night, 


Dear friend, who was a great obſerver of the works of 
God.in nature, told me, That being entertain'd with a 
fight of many rarities at a friends houſe in London; among 
[other things, his friends ſhewed him a Finch, whoſe eye; 


unconcerned perſons, as the Prophet deſcribes, Ano: 6. 4,! 
|5,6. who chant to the Viol, when a diſmal night of trou-| 
ble and affliction hath overſhadowed the Church, You would 
'kave thonght it ſtrange to have heard this Bird (ing in the! 
night, when all others are in a deep ſilence ; except the Owl, ! 
an unclean Bird, and the Nightingale which before we made! 
[the Emblem of the Hypocrite. And asſtrange itis, that mol 
except the prophane and hypocritical, ſhould ſo unſeaſon- | 
ably expreſs theifmirth and jollity ; that any of Sions ci1'- 
dren ſhould live m pleaſure, whillt ſhe her ſelf lyes in rears. 
The people of God in P/al, 137. tell us, in what poſtures 
of ſorrow they ſate z even like Birds, with their heads un- 
der their wings, during the night of their captivity, How 


nough, ſach as can ſing and chant ig the night of the Chur- 
ches trouble, have well feathered their neſts in the dayes of 
her preſperity ; however, let them know, that God. will 
ta:n their unſeaſonable mirth into a adder note 3 and thoſe 


appear again upon the earth, and the time of the ſinging of 


that now fit ſad and filent, ſhall ſhortly fing for joy of heart, 
vhen the Winter is paſt, the rain over and gone, the flowers 


Birds is come. 
| 


Iiz MEDIT. 


| 
eng pat out, would frequently fing, even at midnight. This 
Bird 1n my opin:on,is the lively Emblem of ſuch careleſs and} 


*— Orcaſtonal Meditations, 


MEDIT, VIII. 
ttpon the comparing. of two Birds 


of the habitations of. theſe little Architeats, who! 
though they act not by reaſon and counſel, but only by natu- 
ral inſtin&, yet reaſon it ſelf could hardly have contrived a 
neater building of fuch fmple materials. Ho neatly hath 
the Thruſh ceiled or plaiſtred his neſt , with admirable art 
and induſtry > how warmly hath the Finch matted his? and 
both well fenced againſt the injury of the weather. | 
How comfortably hath nature provided convenient hkabita-| 
tions, for theſe weak and tender young ones, who have warm 
lodging, and variety of proviſions Hourly bronght them, 
without their care or pains? This trifling objeR ſuggeſts to 
my thoughts, a more excellent and ſerious contemplation, 
even the wonderful and unparallel'd abaſement of FeſwChrift, 
who for my ſake voluntarily ſubmitted himſelf to a more de- 
ſtitute and negleRed (tate, than theſe Birds of the Air ; for 
Mas. 8. 20. he ſaith, The foxes bave holes, and the bird: of the 
- bave neſts ; but the Son of man bath not where to lay bit 
bead, 


T [s pretty to obſerve the ſtructure and commodiouſneſs 


Valpibss in ſalts rapes excrſa latebras 

Prehet, & acreis avitmu dat filua quietims * 

Aſt bomins IN ato mallis ſaccedere teftis 

Eft licitum ——_——— 

The craggy rock to foxes holes afford 

The pleaſant woods, a reſting place to dirds. 
For Chriſt no fixed habitations found 


But what was borrowed, or the naked ground. 


O meltzng conſideration ! that the glorions Son of God, 
Job. 1.14. The Lord of glory, Jam. 2.1, The brightneſ; «f 
bis fathers glory, Heb. 1, 3. #bo nas rich, 2 Cor. $, 5, And 


_ thought! 


| a 


Occafional Meditations. 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God, Phil, 3. #. whofrom 
al eternity was infinitely and ineffadly delighting and rejoycing | 
in the boſon of hi: father, Prov, 8, 30, That he, I ſay, ſhould 
manifeſt himſelf in fleſh, 2 Tim, 3. 16,, yea, in the likeneſs of | 
ſinful f:/b, Rom. $. 3. that is, infleſh, that had the marks | 
and effets of fin upon it, as hanger, thirſt, pain, wear ineſs| 
and mortality 3 and not only fo, burto chuſe ſuch a ſtate of 
outward meaneſs and poverty,never being poſleſled of a houſe 
in this worid; but living as a ſtranger in other mens houſes, 


| 


| and ſtooping.in this reſpeR to a loier condition than the ve- 

ry birds of the Air, and all this for enemies. O let it work, Duants pro me 
both admiration and thankfulneſs in my ſoul / my body is | v#0r, tanto 
better accommodated than the body of my Lord. Dear Je- | i charior, 
ſus! by how much the viler thou madeſt thy ſelf for me, by | "2 

ſo much the dearer ſhalt thou be to me. | 


—m—————. 


— 


MEDIT, 1X. | 
Upon the early finging of Birds. | 


Ow am I reproved of ſluggiſhneſs by theſe watchful | 
Birds ! which cheerfully entertain the very dawning | 
of the morning, with their cheerful and delightful wardlings! 
they ſet their little ſpirits all awork betimes, whillt my no- 
bler ſpirits are bound with the bonds of ſoft and downy {lum- 


der For ſhame my ſoul ! ſuffer not that Pudlican ileep to 
ſeize ſo much of thy time, yea, thy beſt and freſheſt time z 
_ and chide thy ſluggiſh body, as x good Biſhop: once 
did, whenupon the ſame occafion he ſaid, Surrexerunt paſſerer, 
& 7 wen Pontifeces, 

The early chirping Sparroivs may reprove 

Such lazy Biſhops as their beds do love. 
Of many Gaede may be ſaid, as Twly ſaid of Verret, | 


ud nunquam ſolem nec crientem, nec 


the Deputy of Sicily, Q« 


| 


Ccidentews viderat ; that he never ſay the Sun riſing, deing | 
in bed after, nor ſeeting, being in bed defore, bs 
'Tis 


_— 


— 


a 


| 
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Occaſional Meditations. ji 


OOO OC OOON OO OS 


—_ ——_— ———— 


W 'Tis pity, that Chriſtians of all men ſhould ſuffer fleepto 


cut ſuch large thongs out of ſo narrow a hide, as their time. 


| 


on earth is. But alas! it js not ſo much eatly riſing, as a wiſe! 
improving thoſe freſh and free hours with God, that will in- 
rich the ſoul ; elſe, as our Proverb ſaith, a man may beear-| 
ly up, and never the neer z yea, far better it is to be found' 
in bed ſleeping, than to be up- doing nothing, or that which 
is worſe than nothing. O- my ſoul ! learn to prepoſleſs thy' 
ſelf every morning with the thoughts of God, and ſuffer not; 
thoſe freſh and ſweet operations of thy mind, to be proſti-' 
tuted to earthly things 3 for that is experimentally true, 


\Mr. Caſe in E=| Which one in this caſe hath pertinently obſerved z That if 


piſt. ro the 
morn. LcR. 


— —_— cy _— 


the world get the ſtart of Religion in the morning, it 
will be hard for Religion to overtake it all the day after, 


| 


MEDIT. X. 
Upon the baltering of Birds with a grain of hair, 


Bſerving in a _ ſeaſon, ho the poor hungry Birds! 
were haltred and drawn in by a grain of hair cunning-| 
ly caſt over their heads, whilſt poor creatures they were | 


[buſily feeding, and ſaſpe&ed no danger ; and ever whilſt 


their companions were drawn away from them, one after an- | 
other, all the int2rruption it gave the reſt, was only for a mi- 
nute or tivo, whilſt they ſtood peeping into that hole throdg!: 
which their companions were drawn, and then fell to their 
meat again, as buſily as before. 1 conld nut ciuſe but fay, 
Even thus ſurprizingly doth death ſteal vpon the children of 
men, whilſt they are wholly intent upon the cares and plea- 
ſures of this life, not at all ſuſpeRing its ſo neer approach, 
Theſe birds ſav net the hand that inſoared them, nor do they 


ſee the hand of death plucking them ane after another into] 
the grave. 


Omnil® 
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Gceafional Meditations, 


77. 


Ovid. Omaiome tbſcuras injecit ills manus 
D-ati's ſteps are ſwifr,and yet no noiſe it makes z 
Its hand unſeen, but yet molt ſurely takes, 


Andeven as the ſarviving Birds for a little time ſeemed 
to ſtand aftrighted, peeping after their companions, and then 
15 baſie as ever to their meat again : Jult ſo it fares with the 
:argeſsincon{iderate vorld, who ſee others daily dropping 
ntoeternity round avout them, and for the preſent are a 
irtle ſtartled, and vill look into the grave after their neigh- 
20urs, and thzn fall as buſily to their earthly imployments 
and pleaſures agHn as ever, till their own turn comes, 

I know, my God! that] muſt die as well as others z but 
Olet me not die as do others, 1:t me ſee death before I feel 
it, and conquer it before jt kill me ; let it not come as an 
enemy upon my back, dt rather [et me meetit as a friend 
half way 1 Die I muſt, but let me lay up that good treaſure 
xefore I go, Mar. 6, 19. carry with me 2 good conſcience 
vhenT go, 2 Tim, 4+ 6, 7. and leave behind me a good exam- 
ple when I am gone, and then let death come and welcom | 


d 


— 


MEDITATIONS upon Beaſfis, 


_—— cc 


Aa 


MEDIT, I. 


| Upon the clogging of @ ſtraying Beaſt, 


LT Ad this Bullock contented himſelf,and remained quiet- 
'L. 4 ly within his own bounds, his Oivner had never pat 
(ſuch an heavy clog upon hisneck z but I ſee the prudent Hus- 
|dandan chuſes rather to keep him with his clogs than loſe 
him for want of one. What his clog is to him, that is affli- 
Rion and trouble to me 3- had my ſoul kept cloſs with o__ 
in liberty and proſperity, he would never thus have clogged 


me! 


ee oem AAS Ae Te 
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248 Occaſional Meditations. | 
me with adverſity z yea, and happy were it for me, if I might 
ſtray from God no more, who hath thus clogged me vvith pre- 
ventive afflictions, If with David I might ſay, Before 1 wa 
aſflified I went aſtray, but now I have keep thy ward, Pſal.1 19.67. 
O my ſoul 1 *tis detter for thee, to have thy pride clogged 
with poverty, thy ambition with reproach, thy carnal ex- 
»eCtancies wath conſtant diſappointments,than ta be at liber- 
ty, to run from God and duty, 

'Tis true, I am ſometimes as weary of theſe troubles, 5 
this poor B:alt is of the clog h2 draws afrer him, and often 
viſh my ſelf rid of them z but yet, if God ſhould take them 
off, for ought I know I might have cauſe to wiſh them on 
again, to prevent a greater miſchief. 'Tis ſtoried of Baſil, 
that for many years he was ſor-ly afflited with an inveterate 
head-ach, (that was his clog) he often prayed for the removal 
of ity at laſt God removed it z but inſtead thereof he was 
ſorely exerciſed with the motions and temptations of luſt, 
which when he perceived, he as earneſtly defired his head- 
ach again, to prevent a greater evil. Lord! if my corruptions 
= c pm by my affliction, I refuſe not to be clog- 
ged with themgbut my ſoul rather defires thou wouldlt haſten 
the time when I ſhall be for ever freed from them bath, 


—_— 


MEDIT; 1. 
Upon the love of 8 Dog to bis Maſter, 


poor Dog followed my horſe heels to day? and all th 
for a very poor reward, for all he gets by it at night, is b 
bones and blows, yet will be not leave my company, but 1$ 
content upon ſach hard terms, to travel with me from day ts 
day | 
O my ſoul } what convition and ſhame way this leave up- 
on thee?- who art oftzntimes even weary of following ti! 
Maſter Chriff, whoſe rewards and jncouragements of obe- 
Gn” 


s 


_ 


Ow many weary ſteps through mire and dirt, hath ths 


| 
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| 


| 


| 
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| MEDIT. 11. 


[26210 them, thus do they.puſh each othzr 3. _ (as one long 
ſnce complained) now ſecns 46. 


omport wath the, 
( . <& 
atone 


. _. 
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dience areſo incomparably ſe and ſure, I cannot beat 
back this Dog from'following mes. but every inconfiderable 
trouble isenobgh 26 d&1ſcourage” me: in'th2 way of my. duty, 
ReadyT amto reſolve as that Scribe did, Afar, 8. tg. Ada- 
ter, 1 will follow ther whitherforver rhov goeſt ; but how doth my: 
heart faulter when T muſt encounter with the difficulties of 
the way > ' O ! lettm2 make 2 whole heart-choice of Chriſt, 
for my portion and happineſs 1 and then I ſhall never leay: 
him, not tun back fromfollowing him, though the preſent 
difficalties were mica meregand the preſent incouragements 
mach leſs. | ' 


Mi 
 — —— 


b.- Upon the fighting of two Rams, 


= notice how furiouſly theſe Sheep w hich by na- 
treare mild and $enfle,. did.yer like Bulls: puſh each 
other, taking their advantage by going back to meet with a 
greater rage and fucy-Methought Lſawan tis a plainEmblen 
of the unchriſtian: conteſts: and animoſities which fall oat! 
among(t,thema that call themſelves the people of God, who; 
in Scripture. are allo (tiled Sheep, for their meckneſs and in- 
nocency z - and. yet, through the remaining corruptions that 


| Cum duo conver; inimice in prelia tawri, 
From tas INCUrrunt—— — — 

1+ Shall Gbcaſtzans,cne another wound aud puſh, 
Like fugkwas Balls, when they together cuſh ? 


) 75M 


The hring.ok « ſe Sheep doth. in two reſpe&s, notably 
» oy \Prabhiſes of contend: Chriſtians, 

ingage ith. thear heads one, aganſt | 
ae NE Rd ts or, oppe- |, 


— OC ——_ —— 
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ſation \ 


I wy 


/ition of Sciences, fallly ſo called, that have made fo many 
broyls and uproars in the Chriſtian world > O 1 what claſh- 
ings have theſe heady opinions cauſed in the Churches? firſt] 
heads, and then hearts have claſhed. Chriſtians have not G-) 
ſinguiſhed betwaxt adverſarias lics, & perſene ; an adverſary 
to the opinion, and to the perſon ; but dipt their rongues and 
pens in vinegar and gall, ſhamefully aſperfing and reproach- 
1ng one another, becauſe thear underſtandings were not caſt 
into one mould, and their heads all of a bigneſs. But (2) that 
which -mcn obſerre wom the fighting of Sheep, 
That it preſages fowl and ſtormy wearer, is much more certamly 
conſequent upon the fighting of Chriſts Sheep. Do thele 
claſh and puſh? ſurely « « an infallible progmeflick of an tn- 
Umnring form, Mal. 4. 6. 


© — 


MEDIT, IV. | 
| pon the catching of « Horſe in « fat Paſture. | 


V Hen this Horſe wes kept in poor ſhort leas, whei? 

he had much ſcope, bur little graſs, how gentic anc! 
eraRtable was he then? he would not only Nand quiet to be/ 
taken, but come to hand of his own accord, and follow me 17. 
and downthe field for a cruſt of bread, or handfal of Oar: ;' 
but ſince I tarned king into'this fat paſture, he comes no mere! 
to me, nor will ſuffer me to come neer him ; bur throws up! 


his heels wantonly againſt me, and flies from me, as if I were! 
rather his enemy nn. Benefafter. Tn this 1 behold the carriage, 
of my own heart towards God, who the more he hath cone! 
for me, the ſeldomer doth he hear from me z in a lory and 
aMicted ſtate, bow traftable is-my hexrt ro' davy ?- then 1t 
comes to the foot of God voluntarily ; but in an exalted con-| 
dition, how wildly doth my heart run from God ahd duty ? 
With this ungrateſul requital God faulted his own people, 
Fer, 2, 31+ teachable and tradizble in the wilderneſs, bat 
when fatted in that rich paſture Canakn, Ther), we are Lars 


wt! 
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| 


| 
| 


lnowns looges longer able to ſtand 
round _ them, who thirſt fors and wall preſently ſuck her 


rar gn bes of his fleſh, whe was thus hunted from 
— or or Upon this very ac- 


—_ preſented me with, for loo 
en 6 Santas bomb 


" Octafiomal Meditations. 


4 will come ns mare ts thre. How ſoon are all Gods former 
denefirs forgotten ? and how often is that ancient Odſerva- 
tion verified, even in his own people ? 


mile The Odor THuce YERTUE KHCKS. 
Poſt munera cits conſencſcit gratia, 

No ſooner do we gifts on ſome beſtory, 
Bar preſently our gifts gray headed grow. 


But that's a bad Tenenr, that will maintain a Sair at _ 

inſt his Landlord, with his own rent ; and a bad heart 

t will fight againſt God, with his own mercies. I with it 
nay be with my heart, as it is reported to be with the wa- 
|ters inthe Kingdom of Cango, that are never ſo lveet tothe 
(ſte, as when the tide is at the higheſt. 


MEDIT. Y. 
Hpon the hunting of 4 Deer. 


oe. full-mouthed cry of theſe Dogs, which from the 
have hunted t tired Deer, which is 
[nou rn but is compaſled 


loud ; brings to my thoughts the condition and ſtate of Fe- 


the 22, Pſa. treats of his dcatb, is inſcrived 
nib liv Jia y- Shibars which fhigmhies the Hind uy 
and fally 1mports the ſame notiony-vinch this} 


—Oaahonol Meditations: 
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-ompeſſed me about , the ajſembly & the wicted bave inclejed m: ;\ 
they pierced wy bands and my feet. | 

And canſt thou expeet, O my ſoul 1 to fare better than 
he did, or eſcape the rage of dloudy men? Surely, if the| 
Spirit of Chriſt dwell in thee ; if his holineſs have tavour-! 
ed thee, theſe Dogs will wind it, andgive thee chaſe tos ;| 
they go upen the ſcent of holineſs fill, and would hunt 
deſtruction every one, in whom there is aliquid Chriſt;, am; 
thing of Chriſt, if the gracious providence of the Loa cid 
not-ſometimes rate them off ; For it is no leſs 2 pleaſare, 
which ſome wicked ones take in hunting the people of God, 
than what Clandian the Poet gvſcrves men nſe to take,in hunts 
ing wild bealts. 


Fen "toy deſeſſa third quam membra rep nit 

Alens ramen ad Sy/vas, Op [ua leſtr 4 redit, 

Whilſt weary Huntſmen in the night do Nleep, 
Their fancies an the Wood: ; hill nunting Keep, 


Lord ! ſhould I with the hypocrite decline the prof: 
and practiſe of holineſe, to eſcape the rage of per! 2110 
enemies, at what time they cere, my own conſcaence iould! 
begin to hunt me like a Bloud-hound ; let me rather chu 
to be chaſed by Men than God, to flee before purſuing enc- 
mies, than. be dogged from day to day with a $11i{ty con-| 
[C1ence. WE] 
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MEDITATIONS upon Trees. 


R MEDIT. 1, 
Upon the fall of bliſſoms, nipt by a frofly morning. 


Rho m an carly Spring, fruit Trees emboſſed wvit's 
beautiful blooms of varjotts colours, which breathes 
| : 4 forth 


OO — _ 


| Occaſional \ Meditations: 


'forth the delicious odours into” the circuinambient air, and / 
| adorned the branches on which they grew, like ſo many | 
| rich jewels, gr glitrerung pendents; and further obſerving, | 
'howw thee perfumed dlofſam; devpt off, being bieten with tae | 
froſt, and diſcoloured all the ground, as if a ſhower of ſnow | 
'had fallen 5 I ſaid, within my ſelf, theſe ſweet and eayly | 
'dloſſoms axe not unlike my ſiveet and early afteRions to the | 
Lord, in the dayes of my tirſt acquaintance with him. O ! | 
1hat fervent love 2, panting, gehres, and heavenly delights | 
beautificd my ſoul 4n thoſe dayes1 the odoriferous ſcent of | 
the ſweeteſt dlofſoms, the morning breata of the moſt fr2- | 
grant Rowers, hath not half that ſycetneſs with which thoſe | 
[my faclt aFections were inriched, O1! happy. time, thriC2 | 
pleaſant $ "10g ! my foal, htath-it {ti} 1n remembrance, and! 
{1shambled within me; for theſe alſo ivere but blofloms whic';| 
now are nipt ard faded, that firſt flouriſh is gone 3 my heart | 
is like the Winters earth, becauſe thy face, Lord} is to me | 
like a Winter Sun, Awake, O North wind ! and came, Sauh | 
| wind, blow up«n my garden, that the ſpices thereof my ftoaw ont, | 
then let my {elgved come into bi. garden, and eat bis plerſant | 
"rat ! 


MEDIT. II, | 
pon the knitting or ſeuting of fruit, 


Have often obſ:rved, that. when the bloſloms of a tr2e, 
ſet and knit, though the floariſh thereof be gone,ang no- | 
' tang bat the. bare rndiment of the, expected iran de it; 
7*t.then the fruit is mach detter (ecareg- £50m tne danger cf, 
rolls and winds, thaw whillt it remained 4nthe 195% er or | 
bioflom ; for, now 1t hath palt one of thoſe cycical periees, | 
in which ſo many trees. maſcarry an4 loſe,theyr frat. Ang” 
methaught, this,nacaral Qi/erpauan faicly led me to this 1 5xo- 
logical Propyfcan., That yd przions ae hui forpo/a6-05he ſow, 
ae artgr acgwhd ag pf ies 0 Þ dangers thg' tube be | 
_ farmed | 


—  — _ 
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turned intefixed reſolutions, and anſwerable executions, which u a 
9e knitting and ſetting of them. 

Upon this Propotition my anjcng Gong: thus dilated, 
Happy had it been for thee, my ſon!! had all the bleſſed mori. 
ons of the- Spirit been thus knit and fixed in thee. O, hoy | 
have mine affe&tions blown 2nd budded undex the warm | 
beams of the Goſpel! bur a chill blaſt from the Cares, trou-) 
bles and deljghes of the world without, and the vanity and 
deadneſs of the heart within have blaſled all ; my gocdneſ; 
hath been but as a morning dew,or early cloud that yaniſheth 
away : And even of divine Ordinances I mayſay, what is 
ſ2i&of hamane Ordinances, They have |" — in the aſing, 
A bloſſom1s bat fruftur imperfetine, & ordinabils, an imper- 
\fet thing in it ſelf, and ſomething in order to fruit 5 2 good 
Motion and holy purpoſe, is but op imperfeflum, & ordina- | 
bile, an imperfe& work, in order te a compleat work & the | 
Spirit, When that prima imperns, thoſe firſt motions were 
ſtrong upon my heart, had T'then purſued them in the forc: 
and vigour of them, how many difficulties might I have over- 
come? Revive thy work, O Lord agd give not to my ſo! 2 
miſcarrying womb, or dry breaſts. 


MEDIT. 11. 
Upon the fight of « fair ſpreading Ooh. 


VV Hat a lofty flouriſhing Tree is here? It ſeems ra- 
ther to be alittle Wood, than a fingle Tree ; every 
limb thereof having the dimenhons and branches of a Tree 
initz and yer as great 2s it is, it wa$ once bur a little {hp, 
which one might pull ap with ro z. this vaſt bocy 
was contained virtually, and iafly in a ſmall Acorn, 
heatapes will never deſpi ty brkars bop. nor 
( mg to an emmency ace, at pre- 
ſent-it be but a as bruiſed reed, wht that are in me, 
de ready to dye,. As» things in nature, (0 _ 
ical 


tt 
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SHIrIE ap to their fulnefs and perfet flow and 
enſible degrees. The famous and heroical pr. the moſt 
-enewned believers, were ſuch as themſelves could not once 
m, or it may be think they ever ſhould, Great things 

in nature and grace» come from ſmall and contempr1- 


ble beginnungs. 


DC 


MEDIT. Iv. 


{pou the ſight of many flicks lodged in the branches of a 
choice fruit Tree, 


Ow is ths Tree batter'd with ſtones, and loaded with 
{ticks rhat have been throynar ifvhullt thoſe that grow 
adout it being barren, or bearing harſher-fruir, eſcape un- 
toach:d | Surely, if its fruit had notbeen ſo good, its uſtge 
had not been fo bad : and yet it is affirmed, that ſome trees, as 
_ En, &c, bear the better, for being thus bruiſed and 
attered, 

Even thus itfares 1n both reſpetts with the beſt of men 
the more holy, the more envied and perſecuted ; every one 
that paſſes by will have a fling at them. Methinks I ſee, hoy 
devils and wxcked men walk round about the people of God 
vhom he hath encloſed in artns of power, hike ſo many boyes 
about an Orchard, whoſe lips water-to a fling at them. 
Bu God tucnsall the ſtones of reproach into precions ſtones 
'to his people z they bear the betrer for deing thus batte;'d.. 
And inthem is that ancient obſervation verifed. 


{reſcunmg virtues palm, criſcuntque { orone | 
AMutantar reed preia, pace Dei. | 

The Palms, and Crowm of virtue thus increate ; 
Thus perſecution's turned into peace, 


| Let mebe but fruitful ro God in holineſs,and ever abound- | 


{ing inthe work of the Lord, and then, whilſt devils and men 
i f 
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ar: flinging at -me, ether byhind or tengue perſecutiors, 1 


vill fing amid{t rnem all wath the aryane 1'oet, 


W hat open force, or hidden'caarm 
Candialt my foam, og bring me harm 
Whiule the incloture 1s thine arm. 


MEDIT:. V, 


{pon the gathering of choice fron, from 4 ſcrabttd 
wwpromrſing Tree, 


'\ Ould any man think ro find ſuch rare delicious frut 
V uponſuch an. unworthy Tree to appearance as thy! 
1s 2 1 ſhould ratherhave expected rh=. moſt delicious fruit! 
| from the moſt handfonk and Aouriſhing Trees; but I ee! 
maſt neither judge the worth of Trees or Men, by their ex- 
| ternal form and appearance, This is not the firlt time I have 
| bzen deceived in judging by that rule z under fair and pro-' 
'm6ng Qut-gdert have foundnothing of worth, and in many 
deformed deſpicauleibodies,.T have found precious and rich- 
ly furniſhed ſouls. The ſap and juice of this ſcrubbed Tree 
1s concocted intorare and excellent fruzts, whilſt the jaice* 
and ſap of fome other fair, but barren Trees, ſerves only te 
keep them from rotting, . which 1s all the uſe that many ſouls 
vich divell in geautifiul bodies ſerve for ; ' they have las one | 
faith) animamprofule ; their ſouls are dat ſalt toitheir bodies: 
! Oc thus, | 
The only uſe to which their ſouls do ſerve 
1s but hike (alt, their bodies to preſerve. 
If God have given mea ſound ſonl; mm a ſonnd body, 1 hav: 
a double mercy to bleſs: hut for ; bur whether” my vody 
vigorous and begutiful or not, yet let my ſonal be ſo: For a: 
the eſteem of this Tree, ſo the eſteem and- true honour of 
every man rifes rather from his fruitfulneſs and uſefulnel, 
than from his ſhape and form, ©. +] '' | 
 MEDIT. 
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| MEDITATIONS upon a Garden. | 


| Gentleivoman who had lately ſeen a neat and curious! 


;it than ever 3, reſolves to ney Model the whole plot, and Lee- | 
Ll! | 


Occaſional Meditations. 


MEDIT. VI. 


Upon an excellent, but rrregular Tree, 


| C Ecinga Tree grov ſomevhat icregulary ina very neat | 
Orchard, I told tie Owner it was pity that Tree ſhoald | 

itand there z and that if it were mine I would root it up, * 
and thzceby reduce the Orchard to an exaRt vniformity, le} 
was replied to this purpoſe, that ,he rather regarded the frei: | 
than the forw 5 and that this ſlight inconvenierncy was abuns | 
cantly prepond2rated by a more conſiderable advantage. This 
Tree, ſaid he, which you would root up, hath yielded me} 
more fruit than many of thoſe Trees which have nothing 
elſe to commend them, but their regular ſcituation, I cou! 
not hut yield to the reaſon of this anſwer, and could wiſh it 
dad deen ſpoken ſo loud, that all our par wes had | 
xeard it, who will not ſtick to root up many hundred of the | 
beſt bearers in the Lords Orchard, becauſe they ſtand not in! 
an exat order with other more conformable, but leſs denes| 
ficial Trees, who do prrdere ſubſtantiam propter accidentia, de- 
ſtroy the fruit, to preſerve the form, 

Not much unlike ſuch fooliſh men are thoſe 

That ſtrive for ſhadoivs, and the ſu>ſtance loſe. 


"Tug | 
MEDIT. 1. ; 
Upon the new modelling of 4 Garden. 


Garden, returns to her own with a greater diſlike ot 


e 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


'GUce 1t tO a better form, 15 NOW-DecoMre fo Curious and neat, 
that not a weed or None is ſuff:red in it, but all muſt Ive in 
exquiſite order ;z and what ever ornament ſhe had obſerves 
in her ne:ghbours, ſhe is now reſtleſs till ſhe ſee it in her 
; OVNn, 

Happy vere it thought I, if inan holy emulation, every 
one would thus endeavour to rectihe the diſorders of their 
/own converſation, by the excellent graces they behold in 
|the more heavenly and regular lives of ethers, Some Chri- 
ſhans there are (I wiſh their number were greater) whoſ: 
aftionslye in ſuch a comely and beautiful order, that ferv of 
|their neighbours can look upon their examples without ſelf- 
[conviction and ſhame z but few are ſo happy to be provoked 
unto ſelf-reformation but ſuch rare pattern*, I ſee, it is much 
eaſier to pull up many we2ds out of a Garden, than one cor- 
ruption out of tae heart z and to procure an hundred flowers 
to adorn a knot, than one grace to beautifie the ſoul. 'Tis 
;Mmore natural to corrupt man to envyy tian to imitate, the 
ſpiritual Excellencies of others, 


| 


MEDIT. 1.. 


ipon the pulling wp of 4 Leek, | 


A White head, and a green tail } how well doth this re- 


le anold wanton Lover | whofe green youthful l:{ts| 
re not extinguiſhed, though his white head declares that na-| 
ture is almoſt ſo. Gray hairs ſhould be alwayes match'd with 
rave deportments, and the fins of youth ſhould rather de! 
he griets, than pleaſures of old age. *Tis ſad when the 61s) 
of the ſoul, like the diſeaſes of the body grow ſtronger, | 
nature grows weaker : And it recals to my minc that ancient 
Obſervation of Menander, 
Tiouy Lerous gy ly Kean TU, 
Senex amore captuts wltimum malun. 
It is the worſt of evils to behold | 
{Strong youthful luſts to rage inon? that's old. 1551 


'— Occaſional Meditations. 


the grave, ſhonld live as if the other were in hell! that 
[their luſts ſhould be ſo lively, when their bodies are thrae 
[parts dead. Such finful practiſes bring upon them more con- 
tempt and ſhame, than theic hoary heads and reyerend faces 
can procure them honour. 

| Mu:gna {mit capitis quondam reverentia cani, 

| Inqueſmopretio raga ſenilus era; 

' Gray hairs, and aged wrinckles did of old 

| Procure more reverence than bags of gold. 


But alas! how tittle reſpeRt or reverence can the hoary 
2ad obtain amongſt wiſe men, except it be found inthe 
way of righteouſneſs? 1 think, the lowelt eſteem is too much 
for an old ſervant of the devil ; and the higheſt honour little 
encugh for an ancient and faithful ſervant of Chriſt, 


| MEDIT. III 


| Upon 4 beealeſs tread 11 4 cnrions Garden, 


Pang through the ſmall diviſions of a curious knot, which 
'T was richly adorned with rare Tulips, and other beautiful 
flowers, 1 was very careful to ſhun thoſe flowers, which in- 
deed had no other worth to commend them, but their exqui- 
te colours, and unadviſedly trod upon and ſpoyled an excel- 
(lent choice herb, which though it grey odſcurely, yet had 
ſexe phyſical vertues in it, 

When I was made ſenſible of the involuntary treſpaſs I 
!had committed, I thought I could ſcarcely make the Owner 
[2 better compenſation, than by telling bim , that herein 
if though againſt my will) 1 did but tread in the footſteps of 
'the greateſt part of the world, who are very careful (as 1 
| nas) to keep their due diſtance from ſplendid,though worth- 


| 
' 


'Tis a thouſand pik1es, that thuſe who have one foot in 


! Ovid, 5. faſt. 


= Gallants ; mean while wengthg upon, and cruſhing un= 
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Occaſional Meditations. | 


under foot, the obſcure,but molt precious ſervants of God in 
the world, As little do they heed theſe moſt excellent per-' 
ſons, as 1 did this precious herb. | 
Summa ingenia in occulto ſpe latenty ſarth Plante, | 
Rare wits and herbs ſometimes do ſculk and ſhrink 

In ſuch blind holes, as one would little think, 


For my own part, I defire to'tread upon no man with the 
foot of centempt and pride, much leſs apon any good man ; 
and that I maynot, it concerns me to look before I ſtep, | 
mean, to contider, before I cenſure : had I done fo by this 
rare Herb, I had never hurt it. 


—_ 


MEDIT. IV. 
Upon 4 withered Poſey taken wp 11 the way. 


Ro_ in my walk a Poſey, of once ſiveet and fragrant, 
but nov dry and withered flowers, which I ſuppoled to 
de thrown away by one that had formerly worn it : Thus: 
laid I, doth the unfaithful world uſe its friends, when pro-! 
vidence hath blaſted and withered them ; whilſt they are rich 
and honourable, they will put them into their boſoms, as! 
the Owner of this Poſey did, whilſt it wasfreſh and fragrant;: 
and as eaſily throiy them away,as uſcleſs and worthleſs things, 
when thus they come to be withered. Such uſage as this P-) 
tronins long fince complained of, | 
C mm fortuna mint Unltum ſervatis amici, | 
Cum ceredit twrpi vertitts ora faga, (1. EC.) | 
Are th2y in honour ? then we [mile like friends, 

And with their fortunes all our friendſhip ends. | 


But this looſe ard deceitful friendſhip ſtinks ſo odioully 

in _— noſtrils of nature, that a Heathen Poet ſeverely 

| taxes; and condemns it as molt urvorthy of a man, 8 
vrpe 


—— — — C— 


Z Occaſional Meditations, "261 
pas E «t L & g 4 on | 
urje ſequd caſum, i fortune cedere, cmicum Ovid. ze port. 


Et niſi fit faljx ofſe negare ſunns. (1. ec.) 
'Tis daſe to change with fortune, and deny 


A faithful friend, becauſe in poverty, 


thas uſe them whom once it honoured? Then Lord ! let me | 
n:ver ſeek its friendſhip. O, let me eſteem the ſmiles and ! 
1onoars of men leis, and thy love and favour more, Thy | 


| 
' 
/ 


| 


ove is indeed unchangeadle, being pure, free, and built upon | 
nothing that is mutable ; thou never ferveſt thy friends as 
the world doth its darlings. 


MEDIT. V. 
#pon the ſusden withering of a Roſe. 


T Eivg with my friend m 2 Garden, we gathered each of us 
a Role 3 he handled his tenderly, ſmell'd to it but ſel- 


And is this indeed the friendſhip of the world? Doth it | 


dom and ſparingly, I alwayes kept it to my noſe, or ſqueezed 
it in my hand, whereby in a very ſhort tine, itlolt both co- 
lour and ſweetneſs, but his ſtill remained as ſweet and fra- 
grant as if it had been growing upon its own reot, Theſe 
Roſes ſaid I, are the trae Emblems of the delſt and ſweeteſt 
creature-enjoyments in the world 5 which being moderate- 


ly and cautioutly uſed and enjoyed, may for a long time yield 
ſwezrneſs to the Poſleſlor of them 5 bur if once the aftecti- 
ons ſeize too greedily upon themzand ſqueeze them too hard, 


they quickly wither in our hands, and we loſe the comfort of 
them ; and that either threugh the ſouls ſarfeiting upon them, 
or the Lord's righteous and juſt removal of them, be- 
caaſe of the exceſs of eur afteions to them z earthly com- 
forts, like pictures, ſhevy beſt at a due diſtance, It was there- 
fore a good ſaying of Homer, &id\EA 3eGhokes, & ec, 


Mibi 


| 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


Mibi nunquans s placet boſpes 

Qs; valde Wes mud um dit vel amat. 
I like him not who at the rate 

Of all his might doth love or hate, 


haut 


'Tis a point of excellent wiſdom to keep the golden bri- 
dle of moderation, upon all the attefions we exerciſe upon| | 
earthly things, and never to ſlip thoſe reins, unleſs when they 
move towards God, in whoſe love there is no danger of ex- 
ceſs, | 


MEDIT., VI, 
Upon the ſudden withering of beautiful Flowers, 


© bes freſh and orient did theſe Flowers lately appear 
when being daſh'd over with the morning dew, they 
ſtood in all their pride and glory, breathing out their deli- 
cious odours, which perfumed the air —_— about them, dut 
now are daver'd and ſhrivelled up, and haye neither any de- 
firable beauty, or ſavour in them. 

So yaina thing is the admired beauty of creatures, which 
ſo captivates the hearts, and exerciſes a plealingtyranny over 
the atteions of vain man, yet isas ſuddenly blaſted as the 
heauty of a flower. 


Forma bonun fragile eſt quantumgue accedit ad anner, 
- Fit minor & ſpacio carpitar ipſa ſus. 

Nec ſemper viole, nec [emer lilja florent 

Et riget amiſ« ſpina relitta roſa. 

T enp# erit quo v0; ſpeculum vidifſe pigebit, 

Jam veniunt ruge que tibi corpus arent, K+ 

Hoy frail is beauty ? in how 'ſhort a time 

It fades! like Roles which have paſt their prime. 


Ovid, de art. 
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Oecafional Meditations. 


$0 weinckled age the faireſt face will plow, 
And calt deep furroiys on the ſmootheſt brow. 
Then where's that lovely tempting face? alas} 
Your ſelves would bluſh to view it in a glaſs, 


If then thou del'ghteſt in beauty (O my ſoal 1} chuſe that 
vhich is laſtirfy. There is a'beauty which never fades, ev2n 


ind orient for ever, and ſparkles gloriouſly when thy face 
{the ſeat of natural beauty ) is becoms an abhorrent and 


the beauty of holineſs upon the inner man;z this adides freſh } 


Fare ſpectacle. Holineſs enammels and ſprinkles c- 
ver the face of the ſoul with a beauty upon which Chriſt him- | 
ſelf is enamour*d, eyen imperfect holineſs on earth 1s a Roſe | 
that breaths ſ,veetly inthe bud; in heaven it will be full 
llown, and abide 1n its prime to all eternity. 


—— ————— 


MEDIT, VIL 
pon the tenderneſs of ſome choice Flowers, 
HY! much care is neceſſary to preſerve the life of ſome 


others muſt be covered with n- in their ſpringing up, the 
fineſt and richeſt mold mult be fifred abour the roots, and 


00 little to preſerve them, whilſt other common and worth- 
e& flowers grow without any help of ourg; yea, we have! 


Flowers > They muſt be boxed up in the Winter , | 
aiduouſly watered, /and all this little enough, and ſometimes | 


po leſs to de, to rid our Gardens of them, than we have to 
m 


ake the former grovy there. | 
Thus ſtands the caſe with our hearts, in reference to the 
pts of grace and fin, Holy thonghts of God mult be 
dliduoufly watered by prayer, carthed up by Meditation, 
and defended by watchfulnets ; and yet all this 1s ſometimes 
too little ro preſerve them alive im our ſouls. Alas | the heart 
1s a ſoyl that agrees not with them, they are tender thing, 


—— 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


and a ſmall matter will nip and kill them. To this purpoſe 
is the complaint of the divine Poet, 


Who would have thought a joy 
lo coy? 

To be offended ſo, 

and g0 
So ſuddenly away, 
Hereafter I had need 

take heed. 
Joyes among other things 

have wings, 
And watch their opportunities of flight, 
Convertang 4n a moment day to night. 


But vain thoughts, and unholy ſuggeſtions, theſe ſp:: 44 
themſelves, and root deep in the heart, they naturally agr2; 
with the ſoyl ; ſo thatit is almoſt impoſſible at any time ts 
be rid of them, *Tis hard to forget what is our lin to re- 
member. 


I IN | 
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MEDIT, VIII. 


Upon the lrange means of preſerving the life of + 
Vegetables, 


I Obſerve that plants and herbs are ſometimes killed by 
froſts , and yet withont froſts they would neither liv: 
nor thrive z they are ſometimes drowned by water, and yet 
without water they cannot ſubſiſt ; they are refreſhed and 
cheered by the hear of the Sun, and yet that hear ſometime: 
kills and ſcorches them up. Thus lives my ſoul, troubles, 
and afflictions ſeem to kill all its comforts and yet without 
theſe, its comforts could not live. The San-blaſts of proſpe-! 
rity ſometimes refreſh me, and yet thoſe Sun-blaſts are the. 
likelieſt way to wither me : By what ſeeming ccntradictions) 

Þ 
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— Occaſional Meditations, 


TParadox is the life of: a Chriſtian? 


Welcome my health, this ſickneſs makes me well : 
Med'cines adieu : 

When with diſeaſes I have liſt to divell, 

| I'le wiſh for you. 

| Welcom my ſtrength, this weakneſs makes me able, | 

owers adieu : 

When I am weary grown of ſtanding ſtable, 

I'le wiſh for you. 


| Riches adieu : 

WhenlT again grow greedy to be poor | 
I'le with for you, 

Welcom my credit, this diſgrace is glory : 
Honours adieu : 

When for renown and fame I ſhall be ſorry ; 
I'le wiſh for you. 

Welcom content, this ſorrow 1s my joy. 
Pleaſures adieu, 

WhenT defice ſuch griefs as may annoy : 

I'le wiſh for you. 

Health, ſtrength, and riches, credit, and content 
* Are ſpared belt ſometimes, when they A 
Sickneſs, and weakneſs, lofle, diſgrace, ſorrow 
Lend moſt ſometimes, when moſt they ſeem to borrozy, 


Fs ts a 
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And if by theſe contrary and 1mprobavle wayes, the Lord 
preſerves our ſouls it life, no marvel then we find ſuch 
\{trange and ſeemingly contraditory motions of our hearts, 
'under the various 5 <fhes of God with us, ard are (tl reſt- 
(leſs in what condition ſoever he puts us ; vVhich reſtleſs frame 
=_ excellently expreſſed in that pions Epigram of reverend 
| Ganakgr, made a little before his death. | 


isthe life of my ſpirit preſerved ? what a myltery 2 What a "Fn" mm 
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Welcom my wealth, this loſs hath gain'd me more | 77 


Occafondl Medaations, Gee 


© 1 thirſt for thirſtineſs, 1 weep for tears; 
well pleas'd I am to bediſpleaſ:d thus ; 
The only thing I fear is want of fears ; 
ſuſpetting I am not ſaſpicious, 
1 cannot chuſe but live, becauſe ] dye 
And when I am not dead, how glad am I? 


Yet, when 1 am thas glad for ſence of pain 
and careful am left 1 ſhould careleſs be 
Then do I grieve for being glad again, 
and fear leſt careleſsneſs take care for me. 
Amidlt theſe reſtleſs thoughts, this reſt 1 find 
For thoſe that reſt not here, there's reſt bzhing, 


Fam tetigh portuns walete, 
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Reader, notwithſtanding the ſingular and commendable care of the Printers and 
Corrector, the/e and ſome other miſt akgs are committed, which thou art de- 
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fired thua to corrett, 


Ape 17. line the laft, for weed, read weedings p. 22. 1. i, for full, r. fully, p. 35. 1. 26. 
for fail, r. ſoyl, p. 46. 1. 15. for omiſſion, r. amifion, p. 153-1. 25. for as grear a, r, a 
greets p, 162, 1, 2. tor days tr. body, p. 116. 1. 33. for Martyre, r. Martyrem,p. 216, 1. grant, 
(for ofs T4 4769 p. 219. 1, 18. afrer feeding, r. beaſts, 
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